
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

 

May 1 - Fruit of the Spirit: 

 Patience, Kindness, Generosity 

 Galatians 5:13-26 

 Pastor Phil Preaching 
 

May 8 - Fruit of the Spirit: 

 Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control 

 Parent / Child Dedications 

 Galatians 5:13-26 

 Pastor Phil Preaching 
 

May 15 - Fruit of the Spirit: 

 Keep in Step with the Spirit 

 Pentecost Sunday: 

 Baptisms, Welcoming New   

 Members, Communion 

 Graduate Recognition 

 Galatians 5:13-26 

 Pastor Phil Preaching 

 No Faith Formation 
 

May 22 - Theme & Scripture 

 to be determined 

 Heide Regier Kreider   

 WDC Conference Minister 
 

May 29 - Faith Stor ies 

 Scripture and speakers to be 

 determined 

 

Phil’s Ponderings:   “Baptism and Membership” 
 

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world and turn to Jesus Christ as 

your Savior? Do you trust in the grace and love of Jesus and promise to obey 

him as your Lord? 
 

Do you believe in God the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; in Jesus 

Christ, God’s Son, our Lord; and in the Holy Spirit, the giver of life? 
 

Do you accept the Scriptures as guide and authority for your life? 
 

Are you willing to unite with this congregation and worship, serve, and share 

in its ministry?  
 

Will you support this congregation by your earnest prayers, regular attendance, 

loyal service, and faithful stewardship as God gives you strength? 
 

Will you live in Christian fellowship with this congregation, giving and     

receiving love, sharing burdens, and seeking the good of all? 
 

Are you ready to participate in the mission of the church? 
 

The above are questions we ask of baptism/membership candidates here at Tabor 

Mennonite Church. They are serious questions of commitment and allegiance.  
 

Over these past few months, Pastor Katherine and I have enjoyed journeying 

with five youth through Catechism. In this class, we have shared meals together, 

listened to faith stories from people in the congregation, and had many good 

discussions about faith and life as we journeyed through Michelle Hershberger’s 

book, God’s Story Our Story. Katherine and I have enjoyed seeing each of the 

youth in Catechism grow in their faith, and we are delighted that four of these 

youth are ready to affirm the above questions, be baptized, and join Tabor 

Mennonite Church.  
 

Baptism is a public profession of an inner decision to follow Jesus through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. And along with Baptism comes church membership, 

a commitment to support the mission and vision of this church. But baptism 

and membership are about much more than an individual decision to follow 

Jesus and join Tabor Mennonite Church. Baptism and membership are about 

joining God’s worldwide movement of people seeking to align their lives to 

God’s priorities and carry out God’s mission of reconciliation and restoration. 

Baptism and membership are about declaring loyalty to God’s kingdom and 

publically joining the worldwide Body of Christ.  
 

On May 15, as we celebrate with the youth being baptized, may we all also 

reaffirm the above questions and recommit ourselves to following Jesus, joining 

God’s mission, and being empowered by the Holy Spirit. We will know that 

we are on the right track as we exemplify more and more of the fruit of the 

Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) through our lives of faith.  

 

             -Peace, Pastor Phil 

 
 

 

from the staff... 
 

Phil’s Ponderings ------------------  p. 1 

Rosie’s Reflections ---------------  p. 2 

Katherine’s Candor ---------------  p. 3 

Grace’s Goodies -------------------  p. 3 

 

 

Building up the Temple  

Children’s Facilities Offering Project 



Rosie’s Reflections 
While Pastor Phil is on sabbatical this summer, we are excited to provide   

opportunities for Tabor to continue growing as a faith community. The       

deacons and pastors have invited a variety of people to preach and help 

lead Faith Formation (FF) this summer.  
 

The Christian Education team is also eagerly planning stories and activities 

for the children. Plans are also in the works to try a Faith Formation 

experiment. On the first Sunday of each month, June 5, July 3, and August 7, 

everyone, (young and older) is invited to the fellowship hall during Faith 

Formation for Finger Food Fellowship. Games and other community 

building activities are also being planned during this time. You are invited 

to bring simple finger foods to share as we join around tables for food, fun 

and fellowship. Drinks will be provided.             ~Pastor Rosie 
 

Date  Worship Service   Faith Formation 

May 22  Heidi Regier Kreider  Adults meet with Heidi Regier Kreider 
    Western District Conference Minster 
May 29  Faith Stories (Tabor members) Regular FF classes meet 

June 5  12 Scriptures     Finger Food Fellowship (everyone) 

June 12  Bible School Celebration Picnic in the park (No FF classes) 

June 19  Dale Schrag    Adults meet with Dale Schrag 
     Retired Bethel College Campus Pastor 

June 26  Peter Goerzen    Regular FF classes meet 

July 3  Hannah Heinzekehr   Finger Food Fellowship (everyone) 
    Executive Director of The Mennonite, Inc. 

July 10  Eric Litwiller    Regular FF classes meet 

July 17  Pastor Rosie    Regular FF classes meet 

July 24  Jerrell Williams    Adults meet with Jerrell Williams 
    Offender Victim Ministries 
July 31  Pastor Katherine   Regular FF classes meet 

August 7 Pastor Katherine   Finger Food Fellowship (everyone) 

August 14 Stories of Service   Regular FF (share service stories) 

    Marriage 
       Moment 

       
       
      Here is our monthly 
         marriage moment: a 
      meaningful memento 
      to married couples to 
  make your marriages marvelous!  
 

John Gottman, marriage researcher,   
has written a book entitled The Seven 
Principles for Making Marriage Work. 
Last month, we focused on Principle 6, 
“Overcome Gridlock.”   
 

This month, our focus is on Principle 7: 
Create Shared Meaning. This chapter    
is all about connecting deeply with one 
another both now and in the future. In 
this chapter, Gottman describes the   
importance of finding regular rituals of 
connection, finding ways to support each 
other’s roles, developing shared goals for 
marriage and life, and creating shared 
values and symbols. Gottman ends the 
chapter with these words: “Feeling a 
sense of unity with your spouse on      
the deepest issues is unlikely to occur 
overnight. Exploring together is really an 
ongoing, lifelong process. The goal 
shouldn’t be to agree on every aspect of 
what is profoundly meaningful to you, but 
to have a marriage where you are both 
open to each other’s most dearly held 
beliefs. The more you create a marriage 
where these convictions can be readily 
divulged, the more joyous will be the life 
that you share.”

1 

 

Marriage Challenge: Get a copy of 
Gottman’s book and read it with your 
spouse!

2
  

 

With a little work, you too can make your 

marriage marvelous ☺! 

       ~Pastor Phil  
 
 
1Excerpt From: John Gottman Ph.D. & Nan 
Silver. “The Seven Principles for Making 
Marriage Work.” iBooks. https://itun.es/us/
GtdG2.l 
2I have extra copies that I would love to give 
to you as a gift! I am also happy to order you 
an electronic version of this book. I invite you 
to invest in your relationship by reading this 
book together. The return on your investment 
will be well worth the time and effort that you 
put in.  

 

In Loving Memory 
-Alvin Goertz  ~ May 19, 1919 - June 3, 2015 

-Irma Koehn   ~ October 6, 1913 - June 7, 2015 

-Irene Jantz   ~ January 5, 1922 - July 21, 2015 

-Charlene Stoetzl ~ January 16, 1925 - September 3, 2015 

-Arnold Voth   ~ September 3, 1917 - September 6, 2015 

-Eric Unruh      ~  September 7, 1960 - December 28, 2015 

-Virginia Voth     ~  January 19, 1928 - March 21, 2016 

Memorial Services 
              

 Sunday,  May 29,   7:30 p.m. ~  Goessel Mennonite Cemetery 

 Monday, May 30, 10:00 a.m. ~  Tabor Mennonite Cemetery 

 Monday, May 30, 11:00 a.m. ~  Alexanderwohl Mennonite Cemetery 



 

Katherine’s Candor  
 

Stories have a deep power to shape us, to touch our lives, to proclaim truth 

about the world and about humanity. It is no wonder then that so much of Jesus' 

teaching was done through stories, or parables. This May, I will be leading a 

series on Parables with the Youth Group, as well as speaking on some of Jesus' 

parables at Washunga.  
 

One of the parables that first inspired my love of studying the Bible was an 

alternate interpretation of the “Parable of the Talents” as found in Matthew 

25:14-30 (If you have a moment, I would invite you to read through this again). 

There is much Truth in the familiar interpretation of seeing these talents as 

gifts given to us to build up God's kingdom. We can't simply squander our 

gifts, deny them, or hide them. They are given to us so that we may use them 

and multiply them.  
 

But with this interpretation, can we assume that the master actually refers to 

God? Is the God who you have experienced in your life absent, greedy, and 

“harsh” (see Matt. 25:24)? 
 

Therefore, some biblical scholars and many Christians who live in third world 

countries interpret this parable differently. They in fact see the 3rd slave as the 

hero of the story (the one who buried the coin), the one who exposed the greed of 

his harsh master. In Jesus' day, many believed in the concept of Limited Good: 

there is only so much wealth, land, and power to go around. If some have more, 

then that means that others will have less. By charging interest, the other slaves 

were taking money from the poor to line the pockets of the already wealthy 

master (read again Matt. 25:29). In fact, some places in the Old Testament 

prohibit charging interest (see Lev. 25:36-37; Deut. 23:19; Neh. 5:1-11). 
 

By burying the talent (which was considered a legitimate way to prevent theft 

according to rabbinic law), the 3rd slave was ensuring that his master wouldn't 

lose his money, but the slave was also refusing to participate in this exploitative 

system that took money away from those who needed it. When the master 

found out about this, he punished the 3rd slave for exposing his greed, lest other 

servants follow in his footsteps. Therefore, some interpret this as a warning to 

the wealthy who perpetuate systems that exploit the poor. The Truth communicated 

through this interpretation is in keeping with Jesus' care for the poor and his 

proclamation that in God's kingdom the lowly will be lifted up.  
 

Whether or not this is how Jesus meant the parable to be interpreted, I don't 

know. Both interpretations seem to be in keeping with the good news that 

Jesus came to proclaim. But I'm excited by the thought of looking at Jesus' 

stories in a new light. After all, the parables are meant to tease our imagination, 

to make us wonder about the ways that we can take risks for the sake of God's 

kingdom, and to inspire new ways for us to look out for the “interest” of others.  
 

              ~Pastor Katherine 

SURPRISE! 
 

Jesus surprised the people he met. We can be surprised by Jesus, too! People 

in the temple were amazed by the conversations and questions they had with 

a boy named Jesus. Hungry people in a crowd had more than enough food to eat 

when Jesus provided plenty of food. Two travelers were sad that Jesus died, 

but then they were surprised when Jesus started walking alongside them! 

With each surprise, people discovered more about Jesus. Come to Vacation 

Bible School at Tabor and find out how you can be surprised!! 

              -Sarahanne Unruh 

Middle School 
 

Goessel Middle School 

May 20, 7:00 p.m. 

Elizabeth Alderfer 

Porclein Unruh 
 

Chisholm Middle School 

May 16, 8:00 p.m. 

Emily Brandt 
 

High School 
 

Goessel High School 

May 14, 4:00 p.m. 

Luke Unruh 
 

Peabody High School 

May 15, 4:00 p.m. 

Elena Miccone 
 

 College 
 

Bethel College 

May 22, 4:00 p.m. 

James Goerzen 

Natalie Unruh 
 

Hutchinson Community College 

May 6, 7:00 p.m.   

Kellen Froese 

 

Vacation Bible School  
 

 June 6 - 10, 8:30 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Celebration Service June 12   
 Picnic to follow 



 

Tabor Mennonite Women 
 

The Tabor Mennonite Women are well into an exciting year with many activities 

already having been held! In January, about 35 of us met for a morning of working with 

comforter squares. We enjoyed working around the tables together as we cut various sizes 

of squares, which we were to use later at another meeting. Mary Schmidt and Carrie 

Smith, co-chairs, introduced us to our large coloring area that will appear at various 

meetings throughout the year. We were encouraged to just sit and chat and relax as 

we began to bring out the beauty of the intricate design that was before us. Later that 

morning Mary and Carrie revealed who they had matched us up with for our not-

secret prayer sister for the year. Their idea was to mix it up a little this year by having 

the prayer sisters know who the other one is, so that if there was a certain concern or 

celebration that we had throughout the year, we could share that with one another. 
 

The comforter squares that were cut in January were brought to our February meeting 

by our project committee as pieced comforters which were ready to tie. Again about 

30 women joined together for the evening meeting and worked with the comforters or 

with other MCC crafts that were made that evening.  
 

In March, about 20 of us gathered, once again, for a fun and entertaining evening with 

Carol Duerksen and the exchange students who have been at Goessel High School 

this school year. This year there were seven of them who were able to join us for this 

very enjoyable and informative evening. It is always a special treat to hear from this 

group. Thank you, Carol, for once again coordinating this evening with the students. 
 

Later in March, many ladies from Tabor met together with women from the Western 

District Conference for supper at the Whitestone Mennonite Church in Hesston. Our 

speaker for the evening was Marlene Bogard, Executive Director of Mennonite Women 

USA. Her lively spirit and warm heart were evident as she spoke to us following the meal.  
 

The Tabor Mennonite Women, girls, and several of our guests met on April 25th for a 

delicious meal of salads provided by the ladies in attendance. There were about 80 who 

gathered to enjoy fellowship together, and to hear what “Five Mennonites and a Greek” 

had to share with us! This group is made up of six women from Tabor Mennonite 

Church who, for several years, have been meeting and enjoying time together as they 

have quilted, crafted, enjoyed field trips, built their friendships, and shared food at 

their monthly get-togethers. They have supported each other through life's ups and 

downs, and have celebrated their similarities and their differences. So just who are 

these six women?  

They are Ilona Abrahams, Dora Goerzen,     

Darlene Schroeder, Sharon Unruh, Lois Voth,  

and Lynne Voth.  
 

Darlene shared her love of music with us by  

providing a piano prelude and accompanying  

our singing. Ilona then introduced us to the  

ladies in their group, and told us about the  

group and what they enjoy doing together.  

One main enjoyment is quilting. Lynne  

shared some memories and also some traditions around food from growing up near 

Freeman, South Dakota in the Swiss Mennonite tradition. She recently enjoyed going 

home to attend the annual Schmeckfest – the four day festival that celebrates their 

heritage and culture. Dora spoke about growing up in the big city of Crete, Greece, and 

the shock it was for her to move to rural Kansas when she married! While there were 

many differences, she soon noticed one similarity between the two cultures – everyone 

loves to eat and everyone enjoys sharing food around the table with family and 

friends – and this happens all around the world! Lois and Sharon shared with us 

about how the ladies in the group enjoy quilting and doing crafts. Many items that the 

group has made were on display around the room or at the tables. Ilona shared about 

her love of writing, and surprised us by introducing a book she has written about their 

group entitled “Five Mennonites and a Greek.” The book was available for purchase 

at the end of the evening. She gave thanks for the gift of friendship, which is a true 

gift from God. Thank you to each of these ladies for sharing with us!  
                                                                 -Diana Schmidt, reporting 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dutch Apple Pie 

Grace’s Goodies  

- 1 (9 inch) pie shell 
- 5 cups apples - peeled, cored  
  and sliced 
- 2 Tbsp. all-purpose flour 
- 2/3 cup white sugar 
- 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 
- 1/4 tsp. ground nutmeg 
- 1/4 tsp. ground allspice 
- 2 Tbsp. butter 
- 3/4 cup all-purpose flour 
- 1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 
- 1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
- 3/4 cup rolled oats 
- 1 tsp lemon zest 
- 1/2 cup butter 
 
 

- Preheat oven to 425°. Fit pastry 
shell into pie pan and place in freezer. 
 
- To Make Apple Filling:  
Place apples in a large bowl. In a 
separate bowl combine 2 Tbs. flour, 
white sugar, 1/2 tsp. cinnamon, 
nutmeg, and allspice. Mix well, then 
add to apples. Toss until apples are 
evenly coated. 
 

- Remove pie shell from freezer. 
Place apple mixture in pie shell and 
dot with 2 Tbs. butter. Lay a sheet of 
aluminum foil lightly on top of filling, 
but do not seal. 
 

- Bake in preheated oven for 10 min. 
 

- While filling is baking, make 
Streusel Topping:  
In a medium bowl combine 3/4 cup 
flour, 1/2 tsp. cinnamon, brown   
sugar, oats, and lemon peel. Mix 
thoroughly, then cut in 1/2 cup butter 
until mixture is crumbly. Remove 
filling from oven and sprinkle streusel 
on top. 
 

-Reduce heat to 375°. Bake an  
additional 30 to 35 min., until streusel 
is browned and apples are tender. 
Cover loosely with aluminum foil to 
prevent excess browning. 

This was Janna Duerksen’s first place 
pie entered in the fruit pie category at 
the pie faspa on March 6. 



 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 Beloved Neighbors  
 

  -by Cynthia Goerzen 

 

 

 

 
 

“Love your neighbor as much as you love yourself.”   
 

My family attended Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church until I was seven years old. Then we moved to Lebanon, 

Kansas, but there was no Mennonite church in Lebanon. We were the only Mennonites in town, the only pacifists. 

We were different. It is very hard to be different, and our new “neighbors” didn't understand us; some were even  

offended by our different beliefs. Others readily accepted us, though, and my parents were respectful of the beliefs  

of the community. We grew to love these “neighbors” who did not believe like we do.  
 

One day when I was a teenager, my mother suddenly became deathly ill. Our town had no ambulance, no 911 

emergency system, and there was no such thing as First Responders. I tried calling our pastor, but no one answered the 

phone. Thinking they might be outside, I did not take time for shoes but ran barefoot to their house, stickers and rocks 

jabbing my feet as I ran. No one was home. I ran across the street to the church, the scorching hot pavement searing my 

bare feet with every step. No one was at the church either.  Then I remembered the pastor's daughter had told me they 

were going to Miltonvale to visit family. 
 

I ran back home and called a doctor. Our town had two wonderful doctors: a chiropractor and a veterinarian.  I called   

the chiropractor, Doc Fisher. He came immediately, after he called the ambulance from a town 12 miles away. 
 

The ambulance drove onto our lawn and parked right by our front porch. My mother was placed on a stretcher and     

carried out to the ambulance. I felt numb with panic. 
 

I stepped out onto the porch and was astonished by what I saw: the entire block was lined with people, standing on     

both sides of the street. It looked like parade day, except no one was cheering or clapping or laughing. Instead, there   

was silence, stunned silence. Surely the crowd came out of curiosity when they heard the ambulance. But I didn't see  

curiosity when I looked up briefly, my eyes mostly blinded with tears. As I looked quickly into a few faces, I only      

saw love and compassion. These “neighbors,” whose beliefs were not like mine, had come to uphold me. 
 

At that moment, no Mennonites knew about our emergency, not even my siblings. There were no cell phones back    

then, no social media, not even cordless phones, only one “party-line” telephone in our house, attached to the wall.    

Everything happened quickly, and I had not had a chance to call any relatives. Yet, I was surrounded by people praying 

for my parents and me, people who accepted us as “neighbors,” though we were different. 
 

To this day, I can still picture those kind faces, and I am reminded that all people are my “neighbors,” whether or not 

they think or believe like I do. 
 

God honored the prayers of those “neighbors;” my mother recovered completely and lived for many more years.      

When she died years later in 2009, we established a memorial for the Alexanderwohl youth group and for the Lebanon 

Methodist Church. I was greatly blessed that there were those from my Lebanon “home church” who donated money     

to my Alexanderwohl “home church,” knowing very well that some beliefs were the exact opposite. Likewise, I was 

greatly blessed that there were those from the Goessel community who donated to the Lebanon church, also knowing  

that some beliefs were the exact opposite. 
 

I have beloved “neighbors” who believe like I do, and I have beloved “neighbors” who do not believe like I do. They   

are all precious to me, and we are all part of the family of God. Praise be to God! 
                    

Tabor Mennonite Church 

Devotional  

12 Scriptures 

Luke 10:27b 



Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 

Virginia Delores Casey was born January 19, 1928 on the Squier farm owned by her grandparents in 

Ness County, two miles from Brownell, KS. She was the oldest child born to Frank and Bertha Casey. 

Virginia was baptized on February 8, 1928 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in McCracken, KS.  
 

Life in Western Kansas during the thirties was not easy and Virginia often shared stories of growing up 

during the Dust Bowl era of Kansas. She could remember being placed in a crib with her two younger 

sisters and having a damp sheet placed over them to filter the dust during storms. She also recalled the 

large amount of dirt in the house that blew through every crack and crevice in the walls, windows and doors. 
 

When a family move between her eighth grade year and high school meant Virginia would have a late start her freshman 

year, Virginia decided not to attend high school immediately. Her father suggested she should get a job if she wasn’t going 

to be in school and so she did, ultimately ending her education after graduating from the 8th grade. This began a path of 

working hard that she continued until retirement. 
 

Virginia worked in grocery stores and factories her whole life.  She worked in numerous factories in the Newton area and 

retired from Hesston Corporation in 1990. She valued hard work and appreciated the friendships that she formed at each job. 
 

While she never complained about working instead of completing school, it was always something that bothered Virginia. 

Education was important to her, so as a 59 year old adult, Virginia decided to study for the GED. She obtained her GED on 

September 1, 1987. Passing this exam was a significant accomplishment to Virginia and she did it solely for the self-

satisfaction of completing an education she had started so long before. 
 

Virginia married Wilbur Blackmore on June 19, 1944. Together they had three children, Robert, Rebecca, and Linda. Their 

marriage eventually ended in divorce. On May 26th, 1956, Virginia married Orlando W. Voth.  Orlando had a daughter, 

Janice, from his previous marriage. Together, Orlando and Virginia had three more children, Wesley, Galen and Brian. 

Raising a blended family was not without difficulties, but Orlando and Virginia were able to navigate the challenges and 

celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary together in 2006.  
 

Orlando and Virginia made their home in Newton, KS before moving to Goessel, KS in 1970. During their married life, 

Virginia enjoyed raising her family as well as continuing to celebrate with extended relatives. She worked to become an 

excellent cook and became known for her fried chicken and her wonderful cream pies. There were many gatherings where 

family members fought to get a piece of her chocolate cream pie.  
 

Virginia shared in Orlando’s love for antique cars. Together they were members of multiple antique car clubs for Model A 

Fords, Model T Fords and Early V8s. They attended many car club meetings and events during their 50 years together and 

made many good friends. Virginia loved the extended car club tours in which they participated. They drove a restored 1931 

Ford Model A Roadster for these trips. 
 

Virginia was also proud of the fact that the restored ‘31 Roadster came from one of her Casey relatives. After Orlando remarked 

about wanting to find a ‘31 Model A Roadster like he drove in high school, Virginia remembered that her uncle had one sitting in 

a pasture. Orlando bought the car for $25 and restored it as his third restoration project, one that is still being driven by Brian.  
 

Throughout her life, family, friends and neighbors were essential to Virginia. She made a point to know what was going on 

around her and watched out for neighbors when they were away, and even when they weren’t. If there was a car she didn’t 

recognize in her neighbor’s drive, she tried to find out if it should be there. She pulled trash cans from the side of the road 

back into driveways and she shared her newspapers when she was done reading them. 
 

Virginia was devout to her Catholic Faith her entire life. She was dedicated to attending mass and gave up chocolate every 

lent season, which was truly suffering for Virginia. That she made up for the forty days without chocolate each Easter Sunday 

goes without saying. She faithfully attended church at St. Mary’s Church in Newton on Saturday nights, as well as attended 

Tabor Mennonite Church on Sunday mornings after Orlando’s membership to Tabor was reinstated. She continued to stay 

connected to Tabor after his death by reading the church bulletins and newsletters every week.  
 

After Orlando’s first heart attack in November 2005, Virginia said a rosary every morning and continued to say one daily 

for the next 9 ½ years, as well as praying each morning for all of her children, their families, her friends, and neighbors. 

Even though she was unable to physically go to mass in her last years, she looked forward to receiving communion on   

Saturday evenings which was brought to her by the priest and lay ministers of St. Mary’s Church. 
 

After a fall in her home which resulted in a broken leg, hospitalization, and three months of care at Bethesda Home in Goessel, 

Virginia died peacefully on March 21, 2016 with three of her children surrounding her. She has finally been able to rest and 

join her Lord and family who have gone before her.                 

                    -submitted by Brian Voth 


