
December 23, 2012 - Sunday Morning Service 
Offering     =    $5,897.25    Attendance      =      199 
Adult SS    =    $     52.40    Attendance      =        61 
Junior SS  =     $    11.03    Attendance      =        15 
 

December 24, 2012  -  Christmas Eve Service 
Offering     =    $1,512.00   Attendance       =      280 

MCC School Kits 
 

December 25, 2012  -  Christmas Day Service 
Offering     =    $2,384.60    Attendance      =     103 

MCC Waterworks Projects 
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Rejoice in His Rain 

Flood of  
Mercy 

Water is Life ! 
MCC workers help communities organize  
to find water technology for their locations.  
The technologies move the source of water  
closer to the village and protect the quality of  
the water, thereby contributing to the overall  
health of the village. The back-breaking, time-consuming  
work of carrying water is alleviated, allowing more time for other  
life-giving activities, including schooling, and projects that generate income 
and care for others in  the family. 
  

“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little 
ones . . . he will certainly not lose his reward.”  -Matthew 10:42 
    

                 -from MCC WaterWorks Toolkit 



Coming In January: 
 

 Monday, January 7: 
 Annual Reports are due. email: kfunk@tabormennonite.org 
 Wednesday, January 9: 
 9:00 a.m.—Women’s Bible Study. All women are welcome. 
 Evening—Pizza and game night. 
 Wednesday, January 16: 
 Regular Wednesday evening activities resume. 
 Sunday, January 27: 
 Second half congregational meeting. 
 
 

Sermon Notes 
 

Heavenly Priorities 
 

(Luke 2:41-52; Colossians 3:12-17) 
 

Where is he? 
 
 
Jesus in the Temple 
 

“After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And           
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers.” (Luke 2:46-47) 

“Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be       
in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49) 

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in divine and    
human favor.” (Luke 2:52) 

 
 
Christian Clothing 
 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe    
 yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.   
 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance  
 against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these  
 virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
 (Colossians 3:12-14) 
 
 
Heavenly Priorities 
 

 

 

Gathering  
     
PRELUDE   Michelle Unruh 
  
WELCOME  Worship Leader, Carol Duerksen 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 148 

Leader:  Praise the Lord,  
             sing praise all the heights! 
People: Praise God, sun and moon.  
             Sing praise, all you shining stars! 
Leader:  Praise God, all the earth.  
             Sing praise, all fruit trees and hills! 
People: Praise God, all you animals.  
             Sing praise, creeping things and flying birds! 
All:        Young men and women alike,  
              old and young together,  
              let all that has life and breath praise God! 

 
*GATHERING HYMN   “All creatures of our God and King”  -vv. 1,3,5,7  No. 48  
                                                  
*PRAYER 
 

Praising 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE                   “Joy to the World” No. 318 
 
*GREETING EACH OTHER and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR THE OFFERING 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS    
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Come Holy Spirit.   
 

Fill the hearts of thy faithful people  
and kindle in us the fire of thy love. 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s   

 
Christmas Greetings from Pastor Corey and Nancy and girls and Pastor’s 
Ray and Brenda are posted on the bulletin board in the foyer. 
 

TMYF Parents--if your youth is planning on going with the TMYF to 
Phoenix 13, the Mennonite Church USA national convention in July, we 
want to meet with both you and your youth!   We will gather on Wednesday, 
January 2 at Tabor church at 7pm in the South Sunday School rooms on 
the main floor.  At this meeting we will give an overview of the convention, 
discuss travel, lodging and food options, fill out registration, medical and 
permission forms, answer questions and more.  See you there!  
 

Attention Jr. Higher’s and Parents: "Know Jesus", an event for junior 
high youth, is scheduled for January 26-27, 2013 at Hesston College. Cost 
is $50 per person. Junior Higher’s will help serve a Wednesday Evening 
fundraising meal at a later date to help offset the cost of registration.  
 

A Mennonite Disaster Service trip has been tentatively scheduled for the 
week of February 24, 2013 to Joplin, MO. If you are interested in being a 
part of this trip, please let Dale Alderfer or Steve Janzen know as soon as 
possible. We are allowed 10-12 people on this week. All ages and skill 
levels welcome.  
 

Are you interested in being a Tabor delegate for Mennonite Convention in 
Phoenix, Arizona this summer? The convention dates are July 1-6. Registration 
opens in January. Please let Pastor Phil know if you are interested.  
 

Children’s Education: An Assistant Bible School coordinator is needed. 
Please talk to Doris Unruh or an Education Committee member if you want 
to volunteer or if you have questions. 
 

Harvey County Homeless Shelter: To kick off 2013 you are invited to join 
the staff, ministry team, and board members of the shelter on January 3rd 
as we pray for God's blessings and guidance for the Harvey County 
Homeless Shelter and the ministry it provides in the community. I believe 
that with Christ's blessings upon the shelter we are more able to bless 
those who walk in our doors. Even if you are unable to join us this day we 
ask that you would take a moment at noon on January 3rd to pray for the 
shelter and it's mission where ever you may be. Please join us, 12:00 noon, 
January 3rd, 2013 as we ring in a New Year of ministry for the Harvey 
County Homeless Shelter. Grace and peace to you all in Christ's name!    
              —James Wilson, Director of HCHS   
 

Kansas Mennonite Men’s Chorus: Now is the time to register to sing with 
the chorus. Forms and details are posted on the bulletin board. See 
Donavon Schmidt if you have questions. 

Receiving 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY   Kristin Unruh 
 
WORSHIP MUSIC Kristin Unruh 
 
SCRIPTURE             Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 Lewis Unruh 
 
SERMON                         “Heavenly Priorities” Phil Schmidt 
  

Responding  
 
SILENT REFLECTION 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE   “Where charity and love prevail”   vv. 1,2,4 No. 305 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe that this One put a human face on God’s love and longing;  
the One who was born as a human baby,  
lived as an immigrant, worked with his hands,  
hung out with the scum of society, laid down his life,  
and, on receiving it back, shared it with everyone. 

 
SHARING AND CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
 

Sending 
 
*SENDING HYMN               “Come, thou fount”   vv. 1,3 No. 521 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE                         
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



T o d a y  

 
Today we continue to celebrate Jesus’ coming! God has come to earth to 
bring salvation. With the arrival of Jesus, who puts a human face on God, 
we catch a glimpse of how things ought to be—a flood of forgiveness even 
for those who don’t deserve it. We put on the clothes of compassion, 
kindness, and patience that will allow us to live in this merciful reality and 
rejoice with all that God has made.  
 

We are so glad you are here with us to worship God and experience God’s love. 
This morning you were greeted by Jerry and Leann Toews and Ron and 
Nancy Schroeder. A special welcome is extended to all visitors. 
 

Childcare is provided by Carrie Friesen in the nursery during the worship service. 
 

10:45 a.m.— Fellowship Time. No Sunday School.  
 

On the table in the foyer are Prayer Request Cards. You are invited to fill 
one out if you have a request and return it to a pastor’s box. 
 
 

T h i s  W e e k  

 
Monday, December 31 - Tuesday, January 1 
Church offices will be closed.  In case of emergency, please call Pastor 
Phil’s cell phone: 386-0779. 
 

Wednesday, January 2 
7:00 p.m.—Youth and Parent meeting in South SS rooms. 
 
 

N e x t  S u n d a y ,  J a n u a r y  6  
 
9:30 a.m.— Next Sunday we will celebrate Epiphany, the revelation of 
Jesus as Lord and King by the wise men. God’s flood of light illumines the 
darkness. Like rain that waters the ground, the light of mercy shines on all 
people. Our job is to let it flow through us so everyone we meet will know 
God’s good news. Scriptures next week are Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 
10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12. Pastor Phil will be preaching.  
 

10:45 a.m.—Sunday School.  
 

Noon: Pastor Karen’s sendoff is on Sunday, January 6. We will have a 
special time of sending during the morning worship service. Please also 
join us for a celebration potluck meal at noon in the fellowship hall. This will 
include an open mic time for sharing memories of Karen’s ministry. 
If you prepare food for people with allergies or special diets, please label as 
such. i.e. peanut allergies, gluten free, etc. 

 
 

P r a y e r  R e q u e s t s  

 
 

 

The following items were shared last Sunday, December 23. 
 
 

 Lila Harris thanked the carolers for singing for her and offering their 
beautiful music. 

 

 

 Alvin Schmidt thanked the congregation for the flowers given in honor 
of their 60th anniversary. 

 

 

 Pastor Karen gave thanks to the choir for their dedication. 
 
 

  Caring Quilt Locations: The Caring Quilt and Children’s quilt are home.   

 

 
 

Remember to pray for:  

 
 

 

 Pastor Karen as she concludes her ministry with us on December 30. 
Praise God for the past ten years and the caring and love with which 
she has served Tabor Church. 

 

 

 Western District Conference: Pray for Clarence Rempel, Conference 
Minister, in his work of seeking pastors for our churches and of guiding 
the mission of Western District Conference to: Witness and invite 
others to faith in Jesus Christ. Dwell in just and loving relationships. 
Connect to God’s mission in the world. 

 
 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Luz Marina and William Valencia, co-
pastors of the Mennonite Church in Riobamba, Ecuador, request prayer 
for the families in their congregation who are having financial difficulties. 
Pray that God would provide the necessary resources for the people of 
Riobamba and for MMN ministries throughout Latin America.  

 
 

 Mennonite Education Agency: Pray for the 64 volunteer tutors of 
the Instituto Bíblico Anabautista (IBA) program who have been serving in 
55 study centers this year. May God bless them as they give their time and 
contribute to the training of new leaders for the Hispanic churches of 
Mennonite Church USA. May God grant them wisdom, patience and lots 
of energy as they continue to serve with IBA and look forward to next year. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


