
Worship Themes  
 

May  5 - Dr. Seuss 1: “The Lorax”  
      - Teacher Appreciation  
        John 1:1-18 
   Pastor Phil preaching 
 

May 12 - Dr. Seuss 2:     
    “Oh the Places You’ll Go” 
  -Graduation & Exchange  
    Student Recognition 
      Matthew 28:16-20 
    Pastor Phil preaching 
 

May 19 - Dr. Seuss 3:     
    “Horton Hears a Who” 
    Luke 10:25-37 
    Pastor Phil preaching   
         

May 26 - Dr. Seuss 4: 
    “The Butter Battle Book” 
    Romans 12:9-21 
     Pastor Rosie preaching 
 

June 2 - Celebrating Pentecost 
       - Installation and Licensing 
    of Pastor Rosie 
       - VBS Dedication 
    Acts 2 
     Pastor Phil preaching 
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Children of Light 

“Story & Scripture” 
 

“With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they 

could understand. He did not say anything to them without using a parable. 

But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything.”  

               -Mark 4:33-34 

 

“A farmer went out to sow…”  

“The kingdom of God is like…”  

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one…”  

“There was a man who had two sons…”  
 

Jesus loved to teach in parables, those simple stories filled with surprises and 

important lessons. Yet parables are not always easily understood: parables are 

for those who have “eyes to see and ears to hear.” A couple things that I love 

about parables are that they 1) help us to be discontent with simple answers, 

and they 2) teach us to look through the world of the story into our own. 
 

Another person who loved to tell “parables” was Dr. Seuss. Many of his fun 

children’s stories are packed full of important lessons for us today.  
 

During the month of May, we will be reflecting on four of Dr. Seuss’ 

“parables” in conjunction with related passages of Scripture. We will learn   

to see the world from “the Lorax’s” point of view, we will imagine the places 

we can go when we go with God’s presence, we will learn to hear and see the 

“Whos” all around us, and we will reflect on the truth presented to us in a 

silly story about which side to butter our bread.  
 

Each of these stories will help us to see our own world differently. As we  

reflect on each one, we will seek to see our world from God’s point of view 

and thus allow God’s Spirit to inspire us toward more faithful living.  
 

As we embark on this journey ahead, may we receive the challenge presented 

in story and Scripture with open hearts and minds.   
 

               ~Pastor Phil 

 



 

Willing Helpers  
 

The Fellowship Hall was decorated 

with garden flowers and quilts for 

the annual Willing Helpers Spring 

Salad Supper. Tabor Church ladies 

and their guests enjoyed a bountiful 

variety of salads and breads.  We 

all learned to know Mary Schmidt 

as she told her life story, Brittany 

Voth shared special favorite songs 

and Erlene Unruh led devotions 

from the Willing Helpers devotional book, Let Justice Roll.  The evening 

closed with Barb Banman leading the group in singing Go Now in Peace.  

An offering was lifted for Willing Helpers service/mission projects.  Plan  

to join us next year!  The next Willing Helpers meeting will be Monday, 

May 20 at 7:00 pm.  Dense Nickel, board member of Mennonite Women 

USA will share her experiences as a board representative and also share 

about the annual Western District Women’s retreat.  All women are invited.

              —Joyce Ashley   

 

Marriage Retreat 
 

We played the telephone game and learned about communication. We told 

stories and laughed. We talked about some of those “tense” things that don’t 

get addressed in everyday life. We studied an evaluation of our marriage based 

on a survey we filled out. We found things to celebrate and acknowledged 

things to work on together. 
 

We went to a Marriage Retreat, and it was good.  
 

On April 19-20, we were one of five couples who participated in a Marriage 

Retreat in Lindsborg under the leadership of Phil and Mary. We stayed at the 

Swedish Country Inn and met in a bank conference room across the street. 

Phil and Mary used the Prepare and Enrich program materials as the basis 

for our time together, and they also gave us resources to use on our own. 
 

Was it worth investing 24 hours of our time? Yes, a thousand times yes!  

Next time this opportunity comes around, we would strongly encourage all 

married couples to consider it. 
 

         -Carol Duerksen and Maynard Knepp  

 

 

 

           “When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news,    

  my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will   

  always find people who are helping.’ To this day, especially  

  in times of ‘disaster,’ I remember my mother’s words, and I  

  am always comforted by realizing that there are still so many  

  helpers - so many caring people in this world.” 

              -Mister Rogers 
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Parent and Child Dedication 
April 21 - 2013 

Peter Wyatt Graber  

Lydia Elise Nickel 

Stephan Jeremiah Nickel 



 

Vacation Bible School 
June 3-7, 2013 
 

The children of Tabor Church, Goessel, and    

surrounding areas are invited to participate in  

Vacation Bible School this summer during the 

week of June 3-7.  Our theme this year, Breathe  

It In: God gives life, invites children to discover 

the life giving breath of God through stories of 

breath and wind.  Children will hear a story about 

how God’s own breath was used to create people and another story of 

blowing winds and the wisdom of building a foundation on God.  Children 

will discover how winds blew and the church grew.   
 

If you would like to help provide snack items or be a prayer partner for 

VBS, check the bulletin board for a sign-up sheet or talk with Eunice 

Nickel, Krista Graber, or Kristin Unruh.  We’re looking forward to a week 

of fun and spirit filled learning! 

 

Recognizing our Graduates 
 

Sheldon Goerzen: will be graduating with a Bachelor degree in  

Aerospace Engineering on May 18 from Wichita State University. 

 

      Kristin Unruh:  I will be graduating on May 19 from  

      Bethel College with a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary  

      Education and an endorsement in Special Education. I have  

      applied for many elementary teaching jobs, but have not found  

      a job for next year. I am praying that the perfect opportunity  

                 appears sooner rather than later! Thank you, Tabor Mennonite  

      family, for all of the love and support that you have shown me 

      during these past four years!   

 

Laura Unruh:  I'll be graduating with a bachelors degree in      

Agribusiness from Kansas State University on May 18.  

After graduation I will be working at Cole Street Service in 

Moundridge.  

 

          Leah Unruh:  I will be receiving an Associate of Arts degree   

            from Hesston College on May 5. I plan to go on to Goshen College 

       where I will be playing tennis in the fall and working towards a 

       degree in Elementary Education with a minor in Special Education. 

       Thank you all for your support these past two years!  

 

Duane Unruh: Graduated from Kansas State University is December, 2012 

with a major in Entrepreneurship and a minor in Animal Science. 
 

Eunice Nickel: Graduated from Baker University in December, 2012 with a 

Masters of Arts in Education degree.  
 

Middle School Graduates: 
 

Karina Brandt - Chisholm Middle School, May 22   

Olivia Duerksen - Goessel Middle School, May 14 

Joshua Schmidt - Goessel Middle School, May 14 
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MOTHER 
 

This is the day of many days, 

  We honor one we love, 

They are our mothers kind and true, 

  God bless them from above. 
 

Some are young and in full bloom 

  With little children in their care, 

 It seems the day is never done, 

  Duty calls, and she is there. 
 

 She kisses every little tear 

  That falls because of pain, 

She cools each little feverish brow,  

  Until all is well again. 
 

Some mothers they have older grown 

  With silver hair and steps are slow, 

But their hearts are just as sure  

  As onward, on, thru life they go. 
 

At times she sits up late at night 

  Until all her brood is safely in, 

Praying to God to keep them safe, 

  From every wayward path of sin. 
 

Some have gone, the sun has set, 

  Heaven bound, the crown is won, 

If we could just but shake their hand, 

  And thank them for the good they’d done. 
 

    -Mrs. Ted R. Schmidt 

    (Agnes Hiebert Schmidt) 
 

Submitted by Helen Schmidt who says: “They 

were very faithful Tabor Church members.” 

 

May 15, 6:30 pm 

The Lorax 
 

May 22, 6:30 pm 

Horton Hears a Who 
 

Parsonage Basement 
 

Bring a snack to share! 

Tabor 
 



 

 

Tabor Mennonite Youth Fellowship 
 

The youth have been very busy over the past month 

with lots of learning and growing. At the beginning of 

the month we had a visit from Jill Schmidt of Mennonite 

Mission Network who presented voluntary service 

options for high school students. The youth also 

worked very diligently throughout the month on music 

for Youth Sunday. Finally the youth's big day came and 

our Sunday had arrived. The youth presented a service 

with the theme "God is My Anchor". We led music, did 

special numbers, worship leading, children's story and 

gave messages that related to the topic.  We would like 

to thank the congregation for all of their love and support, 

and for the opportunity to lead a Sunday service.  
 

On another Wednesday we heard the testimony of Don 

and Bonnie Kaufman about keeping hold of your faith 

in the face of a tragedy. Their daughter was killed by a 

drunk driver a number of years ago. Several youth will 

be involved in VBS leadership and attended a Wednesday 

night orientation to prepare them for this exciting week in 

June. The youth wrapped up the month with a game night 

that involved a few tough rounds of rubber band golf. 
   

     —Reece Hiebert, TMYF Reporter 

 

Getting ready to retire? 
 

Everence Financial will present an  informational seminar, “Retiring soon? 

An introduction to Medicare and Social Security” the first Tuesday of May, 

June, July and August. (4 and 7 p.m.) Everence Financial Advisor Robert Wall 

will speak on Medicare and Social Security, provide instructions on how to 

enroll, explain how continuing to work affects your benefits and answer     

related questions. The seminar will be held at Trinity Mennonite Church,  

211 S. Elm St., Hillsboro. To reserve your spot, contact Darlene Buller 

at  (877) 467-7294 or darlene.buller@everence.com. 
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Memorial Services 
 Sunday, May 26, 7:30 p.m.   ~ Goessel Mennonite Cemetery 
 Monday, May 27, 10:00 a.m. ~ Tabor Mennonite Cemetery 
 Monday, May 27, 11:00 a.m. ~ Alexanderwohl Mennonite Cemetery 
          

In Loving Memory 
Marcus Watts ~ June 11, 1927 - May 9, 2012 
Rosella Wedel ~ August 21, 1924 - May 20, 2012 
Jona Reimer ~ February 19, 1922 - July 19, 2012 
Ruth Goertz ~ October 2, 1950 - September 18, 2012 
Kathy Schmidt ~ November 6, 1945 - November 12, 2012 
Gustav Hiebert ~ May 23, 1924 - November 27, 2012 
Orlin Janzen ~ October 31, 1929 - December 21, 2012 
Bertha Nickel ~ November 24, 1923 - December 26, 2012 
Alvin Thiesen ~ July 19, 1940 - March 18, 2013 

Tabor Mennonite Church 

Fo o d  Pa n t r y  

      
     Food Pantry 
     Needs 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Cereal  
Oatmeal 

 Peanut Butter 
Jelly 

 Mac and Cheese 
Ramen Noodles 
Spaghetti Sauce 

Pasta/ Spaghetti Noodles 
Tuna, chicken and canned meats 

Chili and Soups 
Applesauce 

Fruit  
Peas 

Cake Mix 
Jell-o 

Pudding 
Bathroom Tissue 

Laundry Soap 
Dish Soap 
Shampoo 

Toothpaste 
Paper Sacks 

 

 Please place items in the blue tub in the foyer.  
 

Thanks to all of you for supplying the   
needs of the Food Pantry.   

tel:%28877%29%20467-7294
mailto:darlene.buller@everence.com

