
“Living Words” 
 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness.”            (2 Timothy 3:16) 

 

When you think of “Scripture,” what are your first thoughts? What descriptive 

words come to mind? (jot three words down before reading on). 
 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

 

Do you think of words such as: history, literal, truth, rules, judgment? 
 

Or perhaps you think of words such as: inspired, living, Word of God, hope, 

story, Good News? 
 

If we asked this same question to the author of 2 Timothy, he might respond, 

“God-breathed,” which is how he described the Scriptures in 2 Timothy 3:16. 

God breathed the same breath of life into the words of Scripture that God also 

breathed into all of creation at the very beginning.  The words of Scripture  

are not simply dead words on a page.  They are living words filled with  

the same breath that God gives to each of us!  And as living words, they are 

useful for many things, including teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training 

in righteousness. 
 

This past Sunday, we talked about Scripture as a collection of interconnected 

stories that all witness to God’s bigger story of salvation. Scripture is not  

simply a rulebook; it is a grand narrative describing God’s work to restore  

all of creation! The Bible is a book of life filled with the breath of God! This 

is a story that will teach us to embrace God’s way of life! 
 

And you know what? God’s story isn’t finished. God’s living words of   

Scripture continue to speak to us today, breathing new life into our broken 

world and aching lives. As we embark on a yearlong journey through     

Scripture, may we embrace God’s living words and allow God’s Word to 

transform us again into God’s people. 
 

                ~Pastor Phil 

Worship Themes  
 

Sept.  1 - God Speaks 
 Deuteronomy 26:5-10a; 
 Micah 6:6-8; Hebrews 1:1-3a 
 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Sept.  8 - Creation 
 Genesis 1:1-2:3; 2:4-25 
 Psalms 8 & 104 
 Pastor Phil preaching  
 

Sept. 15 - Fall Stories 
 Genesis 3:1-24; 4:1-16;   
 6:1-9:17;11:1-9         
 Pastor Phil preaching   
        

Sept. 22 - Radical Hospitality 
 Church Retreat at Camp Mennoscah 
 Marlene Bogard leading 
 Brittany Voth music 
 

Sept. 29 - Patriarchs - Matriarchs 
 Genesis 12:1-9; 17:1-27; 28:10-22; 
 21:1-7; 22:1-9; 41:1-40 
 Pastor Phil Preaching 
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Team Youth Ministry Retreat 2013 
 

On August 17 at Tabor Mennonite Church, 

ten youth sponsors and Pastor Doug met   

for the first annual Team Youth Ministry 

Sponsor Retreat. Break out groups gathered 

in the early afternoon to work on Faith   

Formation and Wednesday evening sessions 

as well as a new youth ministry songbook 

(80 songs and counting!). Session topic 

planning zeroed in on Year of the Bible 

themes that seemed particularly vital for 

youth. Attenders were graced with a wonderful supper catered by Pastor 

Rosie and Kent Jantz, followed by initiative games and a closing worship 

around the campfire at Tabor Park.  The full list of new Team Youth      

Ministry Sponsors are as follows: Junior High Program Sponsors: Jason 

Unruh, Anna Yoder, Kristin Unruh. High School Program Sponsors:     

Janna Duerksen, Brittany Voth, Michael Unruh, Carol Duerksen. Support 

Sponsors for both JH & HS:  Jill Brandt, Phil and Sarahanne Unruh, 

Samantha Haxton, Kristi Unruh. Special Projects: Sandra Duerksen, Brian 

Voth, Carol Duerksen, Pastor Phil and Mary Schmidt.  Pastor Doug will 

coordinate and work with all the teams, meet regularly with leaders, and 

plug into primarily high school sessions and events.  

 

Fun at Mennograss 
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                    Our  
                        College 
                              Students 
 
 
 

Kathleen Bair - Tabor College 
Josh Booth - Hesston College 
Alex Drake - Kansas State University 
James Goerzen - Bethel College 
Hayden Goerzen - Goshen College 
Shane Goerzen - Hutchinson Co. College 
Austin Unruh - Hutchinson Co. College 
Grace Unruh - University of Kansas 
Leah Unruh - Goshen College 
Michelle Unruh - Bethel College 
Natalie Unruh - Bethel College 
Shelby Unruh - Kansas State University 
Monica Voth - Washburn University 
 

Tabor Mennonite Church 

Fo o d  Pa n t r y  

      
     Food Pantry 
     Needs 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Cereal  
Oatmeal 

 Peanut Butter 
Jelly 

 Spaghetti Sauce 
Pasta/ Spaghetti Noodles 

Tuna, chicken and canned meats 
Chili and Soups 

Applesauce 
Fruit  
Peas 

Cake Mix 
Jell-o 

Pudding 
Bathroom Tissue 

Laundry Soap 
Dish Soap 
Shampoo 

Toothpaste 
Paper Sacks 

 

 Please place items in the blue tub in the foyer.  
 

Thanks to all of you for supplying the   
needs of the Food Pantry.   



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Willing Helpers 
 

Willing Helpers met at the Bethesda Home Chapel Thursday, August 15  

for an evening of singing, hearing a story and a social time of visiting with 

residents and enjoying cookies and coffee.  Denise Nickel led singing and 

Diana Schmidt was the pianist for a time of singing familiar hymns. Barb 

Banman shared her story of her grandmother - Sara Goerzen - a wonderful 

message of faithfulness and God's blessing in her life. Hearing Sara's story 

about gardening, canning, butchering, soap making and Tabor church work 

and God's goodness in her life brought smiles and pleasant memories for 

those present.  
 

Thanks to all who save "Box Tops," canceled stamps and "Labels for  

Education " for special projects for Willing Helpers. The next meeting  

will be Monday, September 16 at 6:30 pm.              -Joyce Ashley   
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Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
 

Gladys Lorene (Goossen) Thiesen was born on June 7, 1926 to George and Marie Nickel Goossen at Bethesda  

Hospital in Goessel, Kansas. She was the first of four children.  
 

She attended Gordon School near Goessel for three years and then Antioch School District #53 for the next five 

years. She graduated from 8th grade and then was needed to work on the family farm. Her earliest memories were 

of working on the farm. 
 

Her family attended Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church and she was baptized on confession of her faith on  

June 13, 1943 by Rev. P.H. Unruh. Just recently, she recalled attending a sunrise service held near the original  

immigrant house site which was very meaningful to her. 
 

Gladys met Adolf at a “Crowd” and they began courting. They were married on November 23, 1948 by Rev. P.A. Wedel at Alexanderwohl 

Mennonite Church, near Goessel.  It was a snowy day and many of the guests, the bridesmaid and the original pastor were snowbound. 

Substitutes were found and the wedding went on. Gladys and Adolf faithfully attended Tabor for the rest of their lives. 
 

They lived on several rural properties before moving to Wichita to be near Adolf’s job. Their sons, Robert and Lowell, were born  

during this time. Eventually, they decided to move back to the Goessel area and purchased the Thiesen farm from Adolf’s aunt. Two 

daughters, Mayleen and Joyce, were born next. Adolf and Gladys lived on the farm until Adolf’s death and until Gladys decided  to 

move into town. 
 

After their children left home, Adolf and Gladys bought an RV and joined two camping clubs. They enjoyed their camping weekends 

staying mostly in Kansas and the surrounding states. They did get more adventurous and travelled to Michigan and Washington to see 

Gladys’ cousins. In 1984, they also took their first and only airplane rides to visit Mayleen and her family in Germany.  
 

Gladys was a homemaker, a farmer’s wife, a mother, grandma, great-grandma and much more.  She enjoyed working with children so 

she taught Vacation Bible School and Sunday School at Tabor for many years. She also taught an adult women’s Sunday School class 

and was involved with the Sewing Society. The farmhouse basement was used to make soap for MCC for many years.  
 

Gladys had a heart for missions and supported missionaries as she was able to do so. She collected donations of used clothing and 

household goods which she and Adolf would deliver to the Widow’s Mite Mission in Arizona. In 1996 while they were returning 

from a donation trip to Arizona, Adolf had a heart attack and died in New Mexico.  
 

After Adolf’s death, Gladys chose to remain on the farm. She liked to embroider and tie blankets. She enjoyed flowers, seeing the 

grandkids and loved to have all of the family at home at one time.  
 

In 2001, she moved to Kidron Bethel and lived there until she fell in 2012. After taking rehabilitation therapy at Schowalter Villa, it 

was evident she would not be able to return to her apartment and she decided to stay at Schowalter. She soon was confined to a wheel-

chair but enjoyed the many activities there, made friends with other residents and thoroughly enjoyed the loving attention she received 

from the Schowalter staff. She especially valued the spiritual programs and support at Schowalter and continued to pray for her family 

daily. She was looking forward to the birth of two more great-grandchildren early next year. 
 

Increasingly, Gladys’ health began to fail and she was hospitalized several times this past year. Last week Wednesday, Hospice was 

called to help care for her. She rallied for a few days but passed away peacefully on Monday morning, August 26, at Schowalter Villa 

in Hesston, Kansas. 

   Oct.   6 - Budget Narratives are due 
   Oct. 22 - Council Budget Workshop 
   Nov. 10 - Congregational Meeting    
          following noon meal at Tabor. 
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Summer Service at Tabor 
 

Leah Unruh  
In July, I spent three weeks in the beautiful country of Colombia. I wish everyone could have had 

the same incredible experiences and made the same unforgettable memories as I did because its  

very difficult to put my feelings through out and about this trip into words. 
 

Youth Venture, a program sponsored by Mennonite Mission Network allows teens and young adults 

to join with others for several weeks of service during the summer. Accompanied by a leader, teams 

travel to locations around the world, both to serve and to learn about the cultures. 
 

My group included three other girls and two leaders. We stayed with host families in the city of  

Barranquilla, which is about an hour from the Southern coast of Colombia and South America. 

Although we had no structured service work, we spent a lot of time building relationships with    

the youth group and members of the Mennonite church we attended. My host mom, Mitzi, was    

the pastor so the church was actually my home for these three weeks. 
 

With the youth, our group spent a weekend at a beach house along the Caribbean coast for a youth 

retreat. Here we spent a lot of time relaxing in the sand and playing games in the water. Other     

highlights included touring various areas of the city, visiting the local zoo, visiting students at a 

nearby bilingual school and taking a mini trip up to the small town of Minca, which is located in     

the Sierra Nevada mountains. Here we toured a coffee plantation and went on a ten hour mule ride. 

The mule ride proved to be especially memorable due to the incredible view of the surrounding 

mountains, various plants, and birds (including a toucan!) and also our misbehaving mules. 
 

It was an incredible experience to see God working in a different culture and I feel so privileged to 

have had this opportunity.  Thanks to so many of you who helped make this adventure possible! 

 

Kristin Unruh 
I counseled for two weeks this summer at Camp Mennoscah. Both weeks were for the Junior age 

groups (children entering 6th and 7th grades.) I particularly enjoyed campfire times, morning 

singing, and mealtimes. During both weeks, there was severe weather and lots of rain. However, 

that didn't stop us, even when we were in the storm shelter. We sang songs and just talked with 

our campers, strengthening our relationships with them. I am always in awe of the large impact 

that camp has on me, each and every time I counsel. I'm so thankful for the opportunities to spend 

time serving and growing closer to God in this beautiful setting.  

 

Michelle Unruh 
I spent ten weeks this summer working on the leadership staff at Camp Friedenswald in southern   

Michigan. I was on the worship team and played guitar for Campfire and Quest, our morning worship 

time. I also helped to plan skits, devotions that each cabin used daily, and the summer's theme, Rooted 

and Growing (Ephesians 3:16-17). In my spare time, I enjoyed leading activities such as Greased      

Watermelon or Whipped Cream Whiffleball, taking campers on pontoon rides on Lake Shavehead,    

going on hikes in the Peaceful Woods, or just relaxing on the beach. I had fun getting to know the    

other staffers as well as the campers that came to Camp Friedenswald.  I was able to experience God   

this summer through children, worship, nature, service, and music. Thank you so much for your prayers 

and support this summer. May we all keep rooting ourselves and growing in God's love.   

 

Michael Unruh 
In July, I counseled for a week of high school camp at Camp Keola, about an hour and a half  

northeast of Fresno, CA in the Sierra Nevada mountains. I was invited by Trent Voth, local     

youth pastor and friend of Ben Schmidt, to represent Bethel College and to begin developing   

relationships with high school youth on the West Coast. In addition to the energizing activities 

like canoeing, kayaking, hiking, ultimate Frisbee, and ping pong, I found camp to be a wonderful 

place to continue growing in my faith (as most camps do). Through Bible hour, silent reflection 

time, and small group discussions each day, I was challenged to live out my faith in a bolder   

fashion as well as support the campers in this same endeavor. I even helped devise and execute     

a camp prank involving miniature ping pong tables! Camp has always been a meaningful place  

for me, and Camp Keola was no different!"  

With host sisters Natalia & Isabella 

and host brother, Samuel. 


