
Today:!
April 20, 2014!

Scripture Focus: Jeremiah 31; Matthew 28!!
   “That’s right. The time is coming when I will make a brand-new covenant with Israel 
and Judah. It won’t be a repeat of the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took 
their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant even though I 
did my part as their Master.” God’s Decree. “This is the brand-new covenant that I will 
make with Israel when the time comes. I will put my law within them—write it on their 
hearts!—and be their God. And they will be my people. They will no longer go around 
setting up schools to teach each other about God. They’ll know me firsthand, the dull 
and the bright, the smart and the slow. I’ll wipe the slate clean for each of them. I’ll 
forget they ever sinned!” God’s Decree.!!
   After the Sabbath, as the first light of the new week dawned, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary came to keep vigil at the tomb. Suddenly the earth reeled and rocked under 
their feet as God’s angel came down from heaven, came right up to where they were 
standing. He rolled back the stone and then sat on it. Shafts of lightning blazed from 
him. His garments shimmered snow-white. The guards at the tomb were scared to 
death. They were so frightened, they couldn’t move. The angel spoke to the women: 
“There is nothing to fear here. I know you’re looking for Jesus, the One they nailed to 
the cross. He is not here. He was raised, just as he said. Come and look at the place 
where he was placed. “Now, get on your way quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He is risen 
from the dead. He is going on ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there.’ That’s 
the message.” The women, deep in wonder and full of joy, lost no time in leaving the 
tomb. They ran to tell the disciples. Then Jesus met them, stopping them in their tracks. 
“Good morning!” he said. They fell to their knees, embraced his feet, and worshiped 
him. Jesus said, “You’re holding on to me for dear life! Don’t be frightened like that. Go 
tell my brothers that they are to go to Galilee, and that I’ll meet them there.”!
   Meanwhile, the eleven disciples were on their way to Galilee, headed for the mountain 
Jesus had set for their reunion. The moment they saw him they worshiped him. Some, 
though, held back, not sure about worship, about risking themselves totally. Jesus, 
undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: “God authorized and commanded 
me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of 
life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then 
instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, 
day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.”!

(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Matthew 28:1-10,16-20, Message)!!
Notes from Worship: !
(What caught your attention? What do you want to reflect on more this week?)!!!!
Family Discussion Questions:!
• What does it mean to have God’s covenant written on your heart?!
• How does Jesus fulfill God’s promise to establish a new covenant?!
• Which part of the Easter Story is most significant to you?  



This Week:!
April 21-26

Scripture Readings:!!

!
Questions for Reflection:!
These questions are meant to help get you thinking about the readings for each day. Feel free 
to also use this space to jot down other questions and insights gleaned from your reading.!!
Monday!
• What jumps out to you in these different accounts of Jerusalem falling to Babylon? !
• Why was Judah being sent into exile the crisis of all crises? !!
Tuesday!
• Why did the people flee from Judah to Egypt? What did Jeremiah have to say about it?!!
Wednesday!
• What is Obadiah’s central concern? !!
Thursday!
• What is the significance of Jeremiah speaking about foreign nations?!!
Friday!
• What stands out to you in these two chapters?!!
Saturday!
• What connections do you notice between Psalm 137 and the book of Jeremiah? !!
Scripture Memory:!
As we focus on the prophetic voice, our key memory verse is still Micah 6:6-8. In only a 
few verses, this passage summarizes the heart of what many of the prophets teach to 
God’s people during the time of the kings. That being said, there are many other 
powerful passages throughout the prophetic literature. Consider choosing other 
passages in addition to the one from Micah 6 that you could memorize. !
Key verses to memorize in Jeremiah include 9:23-24; 29:4-14; 31:31-34.!!

—!!
Next Sunday: April 27!

Theme: Prophetic Vision: Judah Falls to Babylon (Exile)!
Scripture Focus: 2 Kings 24-25; Jeremiah 52 (2 Kings 25:1-26; Jeremiah 52:1-30)

Monday!
4/21

Tuesday!
4/22

Wednesday!
4/23

Thursday!
4/24

Friday!
4/25

Saturday!
4/26

2 Kings 
24-25; !

2 Chronicles 
36:1-21;!

Jeremiah 52

Jeremiah 
41-44

Obadiah 1;!
Psalms 
82-83

Jeremiah 
45-48

Jeremiah 
49-50

Jeremiah 
51;!

Psalm 137


