
Today:!
June 22, 2014!

Scripture Focus: Mark 4; Matthew 5-7; Luke 6;  “I Am” statements in John!!
When Jesus saw his ministry drawing huge crowds, he climbed a hillside. Those who were 
apprenticed to him, the committed, climbed with him. Arriving at a quiet place, he sat down and 
taught his climbing companions. This is what he said: “You’re blessed when you’re at the end of 
your rope. With less of you there is more of God and his rule. “You’re blessed when you feel 
you’ve lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to 
you. “You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are—no more, no less. That’s the 
moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. “You’re blessed 
when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God. He’s food and drink in the best meal you’ll ever 
eat. “You’re blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find yourselves 
cared for. “You’re blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put right. 
Then you can see God in the outside world. “You’re blessed when you can show people how to 
cooperate instead of compete or fight. That’s when you discover who you really are, and your 
place in God’s family. “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution. The 
persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom. “Not only that—count yourselves 
blessed every time people put you down or throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit 
me. What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can 
be glad when that happens—give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all 
heaven applauds. And know that you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have 
always gotten into this kind of trouble.!!
“These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements 
to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work 
these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock. Rain 
poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the 
rock. “But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your life, you are 
like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When a storm rolled in and the 
waves came up, it collapsed like a house of cards. ”When Jesus concluded his address, the 
crowd burst into applause. They had never heard teaching like this. It was apparent that he was 
living everything he was saying—quite a contrast to their religion teachers! This was the best 
teaching they had ever heard.!

(Matthew 5:1-12; 7:24-29, Message)!!
Notes from Worship: !
(What caught your attention? What do you want to reflect on more this week?)!!!!
Notes from Formation Station: !
(Reliving the Story)!!!!
Discussion Questions:!
• Which of Jesus’ teaching styles (instruction, example, etc.) do you learn best from?!
• How have Jesus’ teachings impacted your life? !
• How would you like to be more intentional about sharing Jesus’ teachings with others?  



This Week:!
June 23-28

Scripture Readings:!!

!
Questions for Reflection:!
These questions are meant to help get you thinking about the readings for each day. Feel free 
to also use this space to jot down other questions and insights gleaned from your reading.!!
Monday!
• What controversies surrounded Jesus’ life and teachings? Why?!!
Tuesday!
• What strikes you about the story of Jesus sending out the Seventy-Two (Luke 10)?!!
Wednesday!
• What are Jesus’ central warnings in these chapters? Why are they important?!!
Thursday!
• What do you find most intriguing about the parables that Jesus tells in these chapters? 

Why?!!
Friday!
• What do these passages teach you about the Kingdom of God?!!
Saturday!
• What similarities and differences have you noticed while reading the different Gospel 

accounts?!!
Scripture Memory:!
As we turn our attention to the New Testament, our third significant memory verse is 
Hebrews 1:1-3a. Over the next few months, consider memorizing these verses as well 
as any other verses from the New Testament that especially speak to you. For example, 
consider memorizing one of Jesus’ parables. !!

—!!
Next Sunday: June 29!

Theme: Christ-Pentecost (Discipleship & Mission)!
Scripture Focus: Gospels (Mark 8; Matthew 10; Luke 10; John 3)

Monday!
6/23

Tuesday!
6/24

Wednesday!
6/25

Thursday!
6/26

Friday!
6/27

Saturday!
6/28

John 7-9 Luke 10;!
John 

10:1-11:54

Luke 
12:1-13:30

Luke 14-15 Matthew 19;!
Mark 

10:1-31;!
Luke 

16:1-18:30

Matthew 20;!
Mark 

10:32-52;!
Luke 

18:31-19:27


