
Today:!
July 13, 2014!

Scripture Focus:!!
   I saw a scroll in the right hand of the One Seated on the Throne. It was written on both 
sides, fastened with seven seals. I also saw a powerful Angel, calling out in a voice like 
thunder, “Is there anyone who can open the scroll, who can break its seals?” There was 
no one—no one in Heaven, no one on earth, no one from the underworld—able to 
break open the scroll and read it. I wept and wept and wept that no one was found able 
to open the scroll, able to read it. One of the Elders said, “Don’t weep. Look—the Lion 
from Tribe Judah, the Root of David’s Tree, has conquered. He can open the scroll, can 
rip through the seven seals.” So I looked, and there, surrounded by Throne, Animals, 
and Elders, was a Lamb, slaughtered but standing tall. Seven horns he had, and seven 
eyes, the Seven Spirits of God sent into all the earth. He came to the One Seated on 
the Throne and took the scroll from his right hand. The moment he took the scroll, the 
Four Animals and Twenty-four Elders fell down and worshiped the Lamb. Each had a 
harp and each had a bowl, a gold bowl filled with incense, the prayers of God’s holy 
people. And they sang a new song: Worthy! Take the scroll, open its seals. Slain! Paying 
in blood, you bought men and women, bought them back from all over the earth, bought 
them back for God. Then you made them a Kingdom, Priests for our God, priest-kings 
to rule over the earth. I looked again. I heard a company of Angels around the Throne, 
the Animals, and the Elders—ten thousand times ten thousand their number, thousand 
after thousand after thousand in full song: The slain Lamb is worthy! Take the power, the 
wealth, the wisdom, the strength! Take the honor, the glory, the blessing! Then I heard 
every creature in Heaven and earth, in underworld and sea, join in, all voices in all 
places, singing: To the One on the Throne! To the Lamb! The blessing, the honor, the 
glory, the strength, for age after age after age. The Four Animals called out, “Oh, Yes!” 
The Elders fell to their knees and worshiped.!

(Revelation 5:1-14, Message)!!
Notes from Worship: !
(What caught your attention? What do you want to reflect on more this week?)!!!!!!
Notes from Formation Station: !
(Stories from Mission Partners)!!!!!!
Discussion Questions:!
• What is most surprising to you in Revelation 5:1-14?!
• In what ways can you participate more fully in God’s priestly kingdom ministry?!
• How can you help equip others to use their leadership gifts to further God’s kingdom?  



This Week:!
July 14-19

Scripture Readings:!!

!
Questions for Reflection:!
These questions are meant to help get you thinking about the readings for each day. Feel free 
to also use this space to jot down other questions and insights gleaned from your reading.!!
Monday!
• What do you find most interesting about Paul’s conversion (Acts 9)?!
• How is Paul’s vision connected to Cornelius’ request (Acts 10)?!!
Tuesday!
• How do Paul and Barnabas go about the work of spreading the Good News?!!
Wednesday!
• What would you say are the central themes in the book of James? Why are these 

themes important? !!
Thursday!
• Why did Paul stand up to Peter (Galatians 2)?!
• According to Paul, how is a person justified (Galatians 2)?!!
Friday!
• How does one live by the Spirit (Galatians 5)? How do you live by the Spirit?!!
Saturday!
• What was so important about the decision made at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15)? 

How does the decision made at the Jerusalem Conference still apply to us today?!
• What do you find important in the story of Paul and Silas being put in prison (Acts 16)?!!
Scripture Memory:!
As we continue to focus our attention in the New Testament, our third significant 
memory verse is Hebrews 1:1-3a. Over the next few months, consider memorizing 
these verses as well as any other verses from the New Testament that especially speak 
to you. For example, consider memorizing some of your favorite passages from Paul’s 
letters to the different churches. ! !

—!!
Next Sunday: July 20!

Theme: Christ-Pentecost (Pentecost/Jerusalem Conference)!
Scripture Focus: Acts 1-12, 15 (Acts 15:1-35)
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