
Tabor Mennonite Church                   December 1, 2013 

“Spiraling Down” 
(Judges 1-21) 

 
“Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and 
saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; 
for the Lord relented because of their groaning under those who oppressed 
and afflicted them. But when the judge died, the people returned to ways 
even more corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other gods and 
serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices 
and stubborn ways.”  (Judges 2:18-19) 
 
The Judges Cycle: from Corruption to Chaos 

 
“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.” (Judges 21:25) 

 
 

“Redemption Found” 
(Ruth 1-4) 

 
“Don’t call me Naomi, ” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the 
Almighty has made my life very bitter. I went away full, but the Lord has 
brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me; 
the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”  (Ruth 1:20-21) 

 
Courageous Redemption: Ruth, Naomi, Boaz 

 
“The women said to Naomi: “Praise be to the Lord, who this day has not 
left you without a guardian-redeemer. May he become famous throughout 
Israel! He will renew your life and sustain you in your old age. For your 
daughter-in-law, who loves you and who is better to you than seven sons, 
has given him birth.””  (Ruth 4:14-15)  
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Tribal Confederacy 
 

Gathering 
 

PRELUDE Deloris Schmidt 
 

WELCOME    Worship Leader, Stephen Cooper 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE Paul and Norma Graber 
                “Nun Ist Sie Erschienen” -v. 1 in German and English No. 52CS 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP       
Leader:  As quietly as the winter steals upon us,  
             the season of joy approaches. 
People: We wait for our Redeemer,  
              for God’s love to come in fullness. 
Leader:  The day is coming quickly;  
              the God of mystery draws near. 
People: Therefore we wait expectantly,  
              attentive to all the signs of his coming. 
All:       Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 

 

*GATHERING HYMN      “O come, O come, Immanuel”  -vv. 1-3  No. 172 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER 
 

Praising 
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE             “Hark! The glad sound!” No. 184 
 

*GREETING EACH OTHER 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 
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Proclaiming 
 

CHILDREN’S STORY Leann Toews 
 

SCRIPTURE READING            Judges 2:6-7, 10-23 Dale Alderfer 
 

SERMON PART 1               “Spiraling Down” Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 

WORDS OF RESPONSE 
Leader:  Faithful God, we forget you. We confess our lack of faith.  
             Convict us of sin. Free us from idolatry.  
             Save us from the gods of this land that so easily ensnare us.  
             In your mercy, hear your people 
People: Redeem us, saving God. 
Leader:  You invite us to rest in your faithfulness,  
                yet we refuse and turn to our own gods, images of our own desires,  
                human creations that give life to the evils hidden in our depths.  
             Save us from ourselves. In your mercy, hear your people. 
People: Redeem us, saving God. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING             Ruth 1:1-5, 15-22; 4:9-17 Kim Funk   
 

SERMON PART 2             “Redemption Found” Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 

Responding 
 

WORDS OF RESPONSE 
Leader:  Faithful God, we long to see you face-to-face.  
             Look upon us with favor and rescue your scattered sheep.  
             Gather all of us into your promised land,  
               the home of your beloved Son.  
             May the Holy Spirit illumine a path of servanthood  
               where we learn to see you in “the least of these.”  
             For the greatest in your kingdom is the servant, the slain Lamb. 
People: Come Lord Jesus, Messiah, long awaited promised One.     
                                                                                           Amen. 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE         “O little town of Bethlehem” No. 191 
 

SHARING AND CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER 
 

Sending 
 

*SENDING HYMN         “Oh, beautiful star of Bethlehem”   No. 155CS 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*POSTLUDE 

 

“Living Into God’s Story” 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

T o d a y  

 
Today we continue our yearlong journey through the Bible by focusing on 
the time when the judges ruled. We will take a look at the book of Judges 
and note the people’s downward spiral into chaos, but we will also look at 
the book of Ruth and notice a glimmer of hope. Today is also the first 
Sunday of Advent, which is a season of waiting for Christ to come and set 
the world right. In the midst of our own world filled with chaos and violence, 
we must hold on to our hope in Christ.  
 
We are so glad you are here with us to worship God and experience God’s 
love. This morning you were greeted by Ron and Nancy Schroeder and 
Phil, Sarahanne, Vatiken and Bosten Unurh. A special welcome is 
extended to all visitors. 
 
Childcare is provided by Mary Schmidt in the nursery during the worship 
service.    
 
10:30—Fellowship Time/Biblical Snacks 
 
10:45—Faith Formation for everyone.  
Adults:  
  Bible Study-Rm. 113  
  Biblical People-Library  
  Discussion-Rms. 112 and 211 
  Drama-Sanctuary 
 
6:00 p.m.—A Community Christmas Vesper's Service will be held at 
Tabor Mennonite Church this evening. Come to sing your favorite 
Christmas carols. Following, there will be a time for food and fellowship. 
Please bring a plate of Christmas goodies to share as we usher in the 
Christmas season. 
 
On the table in the foyer are Prayer Request Cards. You are invited to fill 
one out if you have a request and return it to a pastor’s box. 
 

 
 

 
T h i s  W e e k  

 

Tuesday, December 3 
7:30 p.m.—Trustee meeting 
 

Wednesday, December 4 
Wednesday Evening Activities 
5:15—Adult Bible Study 
6:00—Supper Please sign up for the meal 
6:30—Sonbeams and Children’s Music 
6:40—Faithful Fitness   
6:45—Faith Adventure, Youth Explorers, Adult Bible Study 
6:50—Faith Friends 
7:00—TMYF 
7:45—Adult Choir 
 

Thursday, December 5 
12:00 p.m.—Newton Lunch Bunch 
 
Give Hope on Giving Tuesday, December 3! Not sure what 
Giving Tuesday is? It's a day dedicated to kicking off the Christmas giving 
season, a reminder that Christmas is about more than buying gifts. Give a 
gift of hope by supporting the work of MCC this Christmas season. Want to 
double your money? All gifts from first time donors will be matched dollar 
for dollar on Giving Tuesday. Donate online at mcc.org/giving-tuesday or 
send checks to MCC PO Box 500 Akron, PA 17501 with Giving Tuesday on 
the memo line.   
 
 

N e x t  S u n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  8  
 

9:00 a.m.— Prelude 
 

9:15 a.m.— Next Sunday we continue our journey through the Bible by 
looking at Israel’s desire to have a human king. In asking for a king, the 
people rejected God as their one true king. God accepted the people’s 
request and thus Saul became Israel’s first human king. Scripture for 
reflection will be from 1 Samuel 8-10. Pastor Doug will be preaching.  
 

10:30 a.m.— Fellowship Time/Biblical Snacks. 
 

10:45 a.m.—Faith Formation for everyone.  
 

Advent Offering: MCC Relief kits for The Philippines. Next Sunday your 
are invited to bring:  
  -1 squeeze tube toothpaste (min. 6 oz.) 
  -4 adult size toothbrushes  
  -2 wide-mouth combs (6-8 inches) 
A shopping list with details and specifications were in mailboxes last Sunday. 
 

 

Come Holy Spirit.   
 

Fill the hearts of thy faithful people  
and kindle in us the fire of thy love. 

http://mcc.org/giving-tuesday


 
 

A n n o u n c e m e n t s   
 

The Christmas Giving Tree: It's time to stop by the Crossroads Credit Union 
in Goessel and pick up a tag or two off the Christmas Giving Tree to help 
make Christmas happen for a child in our community.  Please wrap your 
gifts(s) and return to the credit union by Monday, December 16. The gifts will 
be delivered by the Ministerial Alliance.  Thank you for sharing the spirit of 
Christmas with families in our community!    
 
Women and Girls Christmas Brunch:  Saturday, December 21, at 9am. 
All women are welcome. Please come and bring a friend to this special 
morning. Tammy Duvanal Unruh is the guest speaker, enjoy singing 
Christmas Carols and Prayer Sisters will be revealed.   
 
Night in the Barn: The Tabor Mennonite Youth Fellowship will share their 
annual living nativity, Night in the Barn, on December 21 and 22 from 6:00-
8:00 p.m. The llama that gives kisses, the big cow with her little calf, the 
sheep wearing bells, and the donkeys that share their love of people—these 
are a few of the critters who will assemble in the barn of Maynard Knepp 
and Carol Duerksen between Goessel and Hillsboro. The come-and-go 
event will feature unique perspectives from the innkeeper and a shepherd, 
and Christmas carols. Visitors are welcome to gather around a bonfire and 
enjoy hot drinks as part of the evening’s activities. Admission is free and 
donations to the youth group will be accepted. See newsletter for directions. 
 

The Bethel College Women’s Association will be participating in the 
Newton area “Five Places of Christmas” on Saturday, December 7. The 
event will feature 100 nativities in the hallway of the Fine Arts Center 
(handicapped accessible) on the Bethel campus. It will be open from 10 am 
– 4 pm.  Cinnamon rolls, coffee, baked goods and candy by the pound will 
be available for sale.  We invite donations of candy, baked goods and other 
ethnic Christmas delicacies for the bake sale to allow the BCWA to continue 
to financially support Bethel College.  Questions can be addressed to Judy 
Schrag 316-283-0608.   
 
Additional announcements are on the Community and Conference announcement sheets 
received via email or mailboxes. Additional sheets are in the literature rack in the foyer.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
November 24, 2013 

 
 

 
 
 

Offering    =  $14,081.46 
Adult S.S. =   $        0.00 
Jr. S.S.     =   $        9.47 
 

Attendance       =     215 
Attendance       =       54 
Attendance       =       16 

 
 

P r a y e r  R e q u e s t s  

 
 

 
 

Remember to pray for:  

 
 
 

 Caring Quilt Locations: The Care Quilts are home.   

 
 

 Western District Conference: This week, area Conference Ministers 
meet in Denver, Colorado.  Pray that this time of networking, listening 
and planning may be encouraging and life-giving to our leaders. 
Clarence Rempel, WDC Executive Conference Minister and Gilberto 
Flores, Associate Conference Minister will be in attendance.  

 

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Barbara and Tad Wulliman of MMN, who 
live in Manila, request prayer for the people of the Philippines. Many 
were still living in tents after an earthquake devastated their homes in 
October, when super-typhoon Haiyan pounded the islands. Pray that 
Christians will find tangible ways to share Jesus’ love.  

 
 

 Mennonite Education Agency:  Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary—
Celebrate with AMBS the newly published book: A History of Mennonite Youth 
Ministry, 1885-2005, edited by Bob Yoder. Give thanks for this resource for an 
important ministry in the church.  

 
 

Remember to praise God for:  

 

 

 The generosity we experienced as a response to firstfruits giving in both 
symbolic and financial ways. The fiscal budget for Tabor’s ministries 
was exceeded by more than $8,200. Praise be to God! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

tel:316-283-0608

