
 
Bethesda Pillars Banquet 
Please join us for the Bethesda Home Pillar’s Banquet on Sunday, November 10, at 6:00 p.m. at the Crosswind 
Conference Center in Hesston. A punch bowl reception will begin at 6, dinner at 6:30 followed by a concert  
featuring local musicians, and a traditional hymn sing led by Dr. William Eash of Bethel College. Suggested 
ticket price is $150. The event is hosted by the Bethesda Home Board of Trustees (Kermit Nikkel, John        
Goerzen, Patrick Flaming, Matthew Voth, Debra Hiebert, Verney Voth, Karl Brubaker, Bonnie Janzen,          
Eileen Schmidt) and remains Bethesda’s largest fundraiser of the year. You can see a board member, or call 
Bethesda 367-2291 to make your reservations and support the ministry at Bethesda Home. 
 
Ervin Stutzman, Executive Director for Mennonite Church USA, will be in the area to meet with constituents 
on Sunday, November 10, at 7:00 p.m., in the Menno Hall Chapel at Kidron Bethel Village in North Newton.   
He will give a brief presentation on positive developments he sees across the church, tell about some difficult 
conversations that we are having, and then respond to any questions or concerns from the audience. Ervin  
enjoys interacting with constituents and looks forward to this time with people in his home state.  
 
Benefit Dinner for Hispanic Leadership Education:  
Coming soon—(Instituto Bíblico Anabaustista) IBA’s 25

th
 Anniversary and Benefit dinner: 6:30 p.m.,  

Friday, Nov. 22 at 1
st
 Mennonite Church of Newton. Help celebrate IBA’s birthday (Anabaptist Biblical Institute)  

and support leadership training for Hispanic pastors and congregational leaders. RSVP by Nov. 18 to  
Violeta Ajquejay at VioletaA@MennoniteEducation.org or call 316-281-4342.  
 
Hesston College: 
The Hesston College Peace and Service Club will host a talent show featuring Hesston College students,    
faculty and staff today at 2 p.m. in the Hesston Mennonite Church sanctuary on the Hesston College campus.  
A free-will donation will be collected during the event to be donated to the Anthony Brown Baritone             
Comprehensive School in Pader, Uganda, East Africa. The school provides a free education for formerly      
abducted child soldiers, orphans and other vulnerable children in the war-torn country.  
 
 

Tabor Mennonite Church                  November 3, 2013 
Community and Conference  Announcements 

SEEDS 
A weekly communication for WDC churches announcing what's new and good in WDC. 

 

CHANGING THE WAY WE ALWAYS DO THINGS 
 

After 25 years of worshiping in a variety of rented spaces, Salina Mennonite Church purchased a building 
in 2004. The size and ambiance of the building fit us well. However, stairs-only access to the basement 
gradually precluded a growing number of persons from attending our monthly Third Sunday Potlucks as 
well as other activities held in the basement. 
 

Last year we began talking in earnest about remodeling our building so everyone would have access     
to the basement. We dreamed, looked at drawings, and discussed our preferences throughout 2013. 
At  a congregational meeting on September 15, we decided the cost of our dream project was too high  
to pursue at this time. And then one person suggested, “If we moved the youth area and the ping pong 
table to the basement, wouldn’t that create a big enough space to have our potlucks on the main floor?” 
A second person noted, “Today is potluck Sunday. Let’s try it out right now!” 
 

We moved furniture aside, pushed back a movable room divider, and carried tables and chairs up from 
the basement. We formed a “bucket brigade” to transport crock pots, food, and table service up the back 
stairway to our newly created fellowship space. Soon we were eating a delicious meal together, joined by 
someone who hadn’t been able to attend a potluck for several years. 
 

Since then we have moved couches, chairs, and a ping pong table to the basement and have rearranged 
some office furniture to create a fellowship space on the main floor. Our next project may be to install a 
sink and some cupboards in that area.  
 

--submitted by Christina Litwiller, Pastor, Salina Mennonite Church, Salina, KS 
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Bethel College:  
 

Sunday, Nov. 3 – Bethel College Men’s Ensemble fall concert, 2 p.m., Administration Building chapel; 
Bethel College Women’s Chorus fall concert, 4 p.m., Bethel College Mennonite Church 
  
Saturday, Nov. 16 – Bethel College’s second Worship and the Arts Symposium, “Accompany Them with 
Singing,” will explore how cultural realities influence Christian practices of marking life transitions. Plenary    
sessions with Thomas G. Long of Candler School of Theology and John Ferguson of St. Olaf College;        
workshops; hymnsing; artist presentation by Ann Resnick; 7:30 p.m. worship service featuring the Bethel     
College Concert Choir and area singers. Register online at www.bethelks.edu/worshiparts or contact Mary 
Regier at 316-284-5250 weekdays during regular business hours. 
 
THE DEADLINE for early registration for Interterm classes at AMBS-Great Plains is November 15.  "Spiritual 
Practices:  Scripture" is a one-hour class meeting Jan 10 evening and then Jan 11 and 18 during the day.  
Other "hybrid" courses are online with one week in Elkhart in January:  "Isaiah" and "Cultural Hermeneutics". 
Information at www.ambs.edu/greatplains or dnfriesen@ambs.edu, 316-283-7098.   
 
MCC Central States is hiring for a part-time Custodian position for the North Newton office.  Persons who are 
interested can review the job description at http://serve.mcc.org/positions/custodian-cs  Please contact Melissa 
Waltner via email at MelissaWaltner@mcc.org or call 316-283-2720 to apply.   
 
Critical MDS Need:  Mennonite Disaster Service has been working in Minot, ND, for 28 months now, and 
many families are living in the homes we mucked out and/or rehabbed. We are planning to wind down our work 
here in Minot before the end of this calendar year. However, in order to complete our work, we need additional 
long-term volunteers to serve as construction crew leaders. We also need additional short-term volunteers to 
respond to the needs of our final two or three families. Please read the following and consider responding and 
challenging others to respond as well:  
 An employed single mother who cares for her autistic adult son is currently staying in a motel because the 
FEMA trailer was removed and she has nowhere else to live. The cost of the motel is a real hardship. MDS has 
committed to completing her home as soon as possible. 
 A husband and wife, the parents of seven children, have each been working two jobs while they also work 
at rehabbing a house for their family to live in. The mother has been postponing surgery in order to rehab the 
house so they can comply with the past due deadline to get out of their FEMA trailer. MDS has committed to 
completing this house soon. 
 In addition to the above, we have been strongly encouraged to assist two other families with at least part of 
their rehab tasks so the families can complete the remaining work and get back home. 
 It has been a long 28 months for each of the families referred to above. Please consider helping them to 
complete their journey home. To volunteer, call Chantel at 1-800-241-8111. 
 
Peace and Social Justice Center/ed fund Staff Position: The Peace and Social Justice Center of South 
Central Kansas, and its sister organization, the Peace and Social Justice Education fund, are seeking a        
half-time Staff Person to coordinate their efforts to seek justice and peace globally and locally. Responsibilities 
include financial operations, fund raising and office management. Must have good written and verbal skills and 
familiarity with Microsoft-based programs. This position will remain open until a suitable candidate is found.  
Send letter of interest and resume to the Peace and Social Justice Center, 1407 N. Topeka, Wichita, KS 67214, 
or e-mail to director@wichitapeace.org 
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