
“Wilderness Wanderings” 
 

“Whenever the cloud lifted from over the tent, then the Israelites would set out; 

and in the place where the cloud settled down, there the Israelites would camp.”  
(Numbers 9:17) 

 

Why does God lead the people through the wilderness? 
 

Journeying through the wilderness is hard. Water, food, and safety are all in 

short supply. Why can’t they hurry up and get to the Promised Land? 
 

One phrase I’ve said several times in the last number of weeks is that “God got 

the people out of Egypt but still needed to get Egypt out of the people.” That was 

the reason for the wilderness journey, so that the people could learn to trust the 

living God. Life was no longer about unending work under an oppressive leader. 

Life was to be marked by periods of worship and rest, opportunities to regularly 

celebrate the goodness of God. The wilderness was a place to refocus. 
 

But journeying through the wilderness was hard. It wasn’t easy to embrace a new 

King and a new way of life. The people longed to be back in Egypt again, a place 

where they knew what to expect even if it wasn’t good. Many of us can 

resonate with the people. We’d rather keep things the way they have always been 

instead of doing the difficult work of changing to a new way of life. But change is 

often necessary. God has a bigger vision for us than slavery. God has a bigger 

vision for the world than “the way things have always been.” 
 

Before Jesus began his public ministry, he journeyed out into the wilderness 

for 40 days. In the wilderness, Satan tempted him. But Jesus said a firm “no” 

to each of Satan’s temptations and thus declared a resounding “Yes” to God. 

In the wilderness, Jesus prepared to proclaim God’s kingdom of peace and 

freedom, a new year of Jubilee! (see Luke 4) 
 

Journeying through the wilderness is difficult. We have all been through 

wilderness times in our lives when we’ve felt like we were at the end of our 

ropes. Yet wilderness times can also be significant times of renewal, of drawing 

close to God and preparing for what lies ahead. Israel had to travel through 

the wilderness to reach the Promised Land. Likewise, we must journey 

through the wilderness in order to authentically proclaim and embody God’s 

Reign on Earth. Without letting go of the old we cannot embrace the new. 
 

As we journey through the wilderness, God will pull the Egypt out of us. Further-

more, God will instill in us a bigger vision of the world being made right again. 
 

Therefore, may we journey through our own wilderness experiences with hope, 

trusting that God is with us and that God will lead us on to the Promised Land, 

God’s kingdom of peace and justice.  And when we find ourselves too 

comfortable in life, may we venture back out into the wilderness so that we 

might reconnect with God’s dream of the world made right.  Because when 

we dream God’s dream, we must find ways to live it out.           ~Pastor Phil 

Worship Themes  
 

Nov.  3 - Wilderness Wanderings: 
 Leadership 
 Exodus 15-18; Numbers 10-36  
 Exodus 18:1-27; Numbers 12:1-16; 
 14:1-25; 16:1-17:3  
 -Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Nov. 10 - Wilderness Wanderings: 
 Shalom 
 Deuteronomy 1-34 
 Deuteronomy 5:1-6:25; 15:1-18; 
 19:1-14; 26:1-19  
 -Ervin Stutzman preaching  
 

Nov. 17 - Infiltration, Invasion,  
 Revolution: Conquest, Covenant  
 Joshua 1-24 
 Joshua 5:13-8:35; 10:28-43; 
 11:1-23; 24:1-28  
 -Pastor Phil preaching   
        

Nov. 24 - “Celebrating Where  
 We’ve Come” 
 Genesis 1 - Joshua 24 
 

Nov. 27 - Thanksgiving  
 Meal and Service  
 (Wednesday Evening)   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation for Adults 
 

 Prayer: Pastor Rosie’s Office  
 Bible Study: Rm. 113 and 211 
 Discussion: Rm. 112  
 Visual Arts: Library  
 Peace: Pastor Phil’s Office 
New in November— 
 Music: Sanctuary, stage area 
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Celebration Service 
 

We’ve made it a quarter of the way through our Year of the Bible! Time to 

look back and celebrate how far we’ve come! It has already been quite a 

journey: from Creation to the Fall, from the Patriarchs and Matriarchs to 

slavery in Egypt, and from the Exodus to the Promised Land via Mt. Sinai 

and a long journey through the Wilderness. 
 

On Sunday, November 24th, we will have our first of four “Celebration  

Sundays.” This will be an opportunity to celebrate the different ways that 

we as a community have engaged with Year of the Bible over these past 

three months. During the morning Worship Service, we will sing, recite, 

and reflect on the Biblical story from Genesis to Joshua. Then, during the 

Formation Hour, we will play a rousing game of Biblical Jeopardy! 
 

If you have a testimony, a piece of art, a memory verse, or something else 

related to Year of the Bible that you would like to share during the morning 

worship service, please let Pastor Phil know by Sunday, November 17. 

 

 

 

 
 

Coming this Month….. 
 

 Nov.   7,   5:00 p.m.— Mennonite Men Chicken BBQ 

 Nov. 10, 11:45 a.m. — Mennonite College Task Force Fundraiser Meal  

     12:30 p.m. — Congregational Meeting 

 Nov. 17,   5:00 p.m. — Community Thanksgiving Meal 

            6:30 p.m. — Community Thanksgiving Service 

 Nov. 24,   9:15 a.m. — Year of the Bible Celebration Service 

 Nov. 27,   6:00 p.m. — Thanksgiving Meal and Service at Tabor 

 

…..Looking Forward to December 
 

 Dec. 1     —First Sunday in Advent 

 Dec. 1, 6:00 p.m.  — Community Vesper Service at Tabor 
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Harvest Giving Walk 
 

We had a great turnout for the first  
Goessel Area Harvest Giving Walk,  
raising a total of $7159.00, of which 
$1789.75 will be designated for the  
Tabor Food Pantry. The rest will go to 
MCC. Of the 56 community walkers, Tabor 
had 29 walkers (pictured) and raised 
$2925.00.  Maynard Knepp  began our 
afternoon by giving us a "pep" talk, sharing 
with us some MCC projects.  Over 200 
items were collected for the food pantry.  
Tabor's support was immense!  
-Elton and Denise Nickel, Coordinators  
 

Willing Helpers 
 

Willing Helpers met on October 16 for a 
work day planned by the project committee. 
Three quilts were tied and tea towels 
were embroidered. Members enjoyed a 
potato bar at noon. The business meeting 
included devotions by Phyllis Goertzen 
from Amos 9 “Naming the Hope.” She 
passed out tulip bulbs to remind us that 
God gives us hope. Gayle Funk, vice 
president, did an abbreviated affirmation 
of next years officers since some were 
absent. The next meeting is November 18 
at 7:00 p.m. and German Ethnic Holiday 
Treats will be the topic of our program.
              -Lynne Voth 
 

TMYF 
 

TMYF started the fall season by electing 
new youth officers during one of our 
campfire events at Tabor Park. Several 
new sponsors are helping implement 
the new team youth ministry model.  
Wednesday night program sponsors are 
Janna Duerksen, Brittany Voth and  
Michael Unruh. So far, the youth have 
attended a wiener roast, watched an 
inspirational movie in a barn, heard 
three input sessions that focused on 
Year of the Bible, served a meal at the 
Harvey County Homeless Shelter, and 
took their annual trek to the Buhler Corn 
Maze. A new youth worship songbook is 
being developed. During Faith Formation, 
the youth have been following each 
Sunday’s worship theme with input from 
Carol Duerksen and Pastor Doug.  



   
 
 

Getting ready to retire?  
  

Retiring soon? An introduction to Medicare 
and Social Security” will be presented at 
4 and 7 p.m. on Nov. 12, Dec. 10, Jan. 7 
and Feb. 4 at Everence Financial Advisors, 
106 W. 24

th
 St., North Newton. Robert 

Wall, John Sommer and Gary Rediger, 
CLU

®
, ChFC

®
, financial advisors with the 

Everence central Kansas offices, will speak 
on Medicare and Social Security, provide 
instructions on how to enroll, explain how 
continuing to work affects your benefits 
and answer related questions. 
 

To reserve spots for you, your friends or 
family members, contact Janice Voth at 
(316) 283-3800, (800) 324-8066 or 
janice.voth@everence.com. 
 

 

Thanksgiving Meal and Service 
 

On Wednesday evening, November 27, 6:00 p.m., we    

will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a Thanksgiving  

Meal and Service. The Youth Worship Team will lead  

music that evening and we will have opportunity to share 

and receive several stories of thanksgiving. If you have      

a Thanksgiving  testimony that you would like to share 

with our congregation, please let Pastor Phil know. 

 

Christmas Vespers Service 
 

The Christmas Season is almost upon us! As Christians, 

instead of praising ultra-consumerism, we celebrate the 

birth Christ, God’s ultimate gift of Grace for the world.   

It is for this reason that we will gather on the first Sunday 

of Advent to help usher in the Christmas season with 

singing and snacks! Come to Tabor on December 1st       

at 6:00 p.m. for a Christmas Hymn Sing followed by a 

delicious time of fellowship. Bring a friend and a plate   

of Christmas goodies to share. 

 

Christmas Giving Tree 
 

The Goessel Ministerial Alliance will again sponsor  

the "Christmas Giving Tree" project for our community 

this year.  The giving tree is an opportunity for our  

community to come together and help families who  

may find it difficult to provide gifts for their children this 

Christmas. This year the tree will be at the Crossroads 

Credit Union in Goessel. Your support is much appreciated.  

 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving Thoughts 
 

     The word thank is derived from the Old English thanc, meaning thought. 

   Thank, therefore, is related to think. This is most fitting  since there  

  must be some thought before one can offer proper thanks.  

   Giving thanks is the fruit of a thoughtful (and grateful) heart. 
 

    Gratitude is the disposition; thanksgiving is its natural  

    expression. Thankfulness disposes the person to express  

    his thanks in sundry other virtuous ways, through generosity,  

    patience, fidelity, and so on. Cicero held  that a ‘thankful 

    heart is not only the greatest virtue, but the parent of all  

    other virtues.’ 
           
 
                -Donald DeMarco 
                                     Joyful Noiseletter, 
                 Nov.-Dec. 2013 
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Wednesday Evening Kickoff Fun 
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Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
 

Milford Henry Brandt was born on December 28, 1920 in Marion County, KS to Henry J. & Susie Lehrman 

Brandt. He had three older siblings, Elmer, Olga and Hilda. He grew up on a farm five miles southeast of 

Goessel, attended Heimbaugh country school, and graduated from Goessel High School in 1938.  
 

Milford was baptized upon his confession of faith at the Tabor Mennonite Church on June 5, 1938, by Rev. P. H. 

Richert and received into the membership of the church, where he served on various committees over the years.  
 

On April 24, 1948 Milford was married to Elvena Unruh at Tabor Mennonite Church. Milford and Elvena 

were blessed by the birth of three children— Kathie Jolene, married to Jim Wills; Marlo Dean; and Patricia 

Nelene, married to Ron Dirksen. In 1973 Marlo was tragically killed in a motorcycle accident. Milford had 

four grandchildren—Tara & husband Brent Koel; Zach & wife Lorna Borger; Brittany & husband Garrett Hiebert; Sierra Dirksen; one 

step-grandchild, Rick Wills; and four great-grandchildren—Gavin & Gage Koel and Camille & Rylan Borger. He was very proud 

of his grandchildren and loved to hear about their activities, travels and adventures.  
 

He was a part-time farmer and worked at McKesson Chemical in Wichita for 30 years. In 1991 Milford & Elvena sold their farm 

and moved to Goessel. He enjoyed playing croquet with his neighbors, listening to quartet music, and later in life, learning to 

cook. He enjoyed having his family over for borscht and soup nights.  
 

Milford & Elvena bowled together in a Newton league for many years. He was an avid sports fan who loved KU basketball and 

was a lifelong supporter of Goessel High School sports. He was determined to see a football game this year and was able to 

achieve this goal a few weeks before his death. His passion for Jayhawk basketball was matched only by his love of popcorn and 

ice cream. He had a quirky sense of humor and enjoyed playing practical jokes.  
 

Milford looked forward to his morning coffee breaks at the Goessel Senior Center and later at Goessel Mennonite Church, where 

he would also play pool. Saturday morning breakfasts with his buddies were a highlight for him.  
 

Milford was remarkably healthy and active until he was diagnosed with cancer a year ago. In February of this year he moved into 

an assisted living room at Bethesda where he remained until one week before his death. We feel very blessed that Dad was at 

peace and in no pain when he left this earth.  

 

Alfred Merle Schmidt was born in Newton, KS, on June 29, 1938, to Henry B. Schmidt, Jr., and Esther 

Klassen Schmidt.  Alfred was the third of three boys, but only by minutes, following just after his twin,   

Linford, to join their older brother, Kenneth.  
 

Alfred attended South View country school until it merged with Peabody Grade School when he was in the 

first grade.  He attended one year of high school at Berean Academy before returning to Peabody High 

School. During high school, Alfred participated in 4-H and showed cattle at the local county fairs.    
 

In the 1950s, Alfred’s father Henry helped establish the Burns Mennonite Church.  It was there that Alfred 

was baptized upon his confession of faith on May 24, 1953 by Rev. Martin F. Classen.  
 

Following graduation from high school, Alfred stayed to help on the family farm until entering IW service 

in 1958, serving at General Rose Hospital in Denver, Colorado. 
 

In 1960 Alfred returned home to the farm and soon after began courting LaVerta Louise Bartel. Alfred’s family had begun attending 

Tabor Mennonite Church, where he and LaVerta were married on March 17, 1961. 
 

After they married, Alfred and LaVerta set up their own household and purchased a few cows, but continued to farm with Henry 

on the family dairy farm, during which time they were blessed with two sons, Larry Dean in 1962, and Warren Mark in 1965. 
 

In 1972, Alfred moved with LaVerta and the boys to a farm just outside of Walton, Kansas, where he began to establish his own 

Grade A dairy farm. Unfortunately, dairy farming in the early eighties grew increasingly challenging, and in January 1985 he 

made the difficult decision to sell his cows and equipment and suddenly found himself in the world of work outside the farm.   
 

Alfred spent much of his life doing hard, manual labor, but when he did find time for himself, particularly since retiring, 

he completely immersed himself in the outdoors.  He was also a voracious reader.  In the last year, Alfred spent every Wednesday 

volunteering at the MCC Center in Newton.  MCC was important to Alfred, and he and LaVerta served as MCC Sale representatives 

at Tabor Church for many years. But he would set it all aside to attend whatever activities his grandkids were involved in — they 
were his true joy. 
 

Alfred approached everything he did in the same way he did his show cattle – meticulously, persistently, tirelessly.  He took the 

time to do it right, whatever the task, even to the very end, refusing to worry about his health because there was still work to do.  

But he can now rest, knowing the work is finished and the job well done. 


