
Blood Mobile: This holiday take time to give blood, which can help save up to 3 lives! Red Cross will be at 
Goessel Church on Mon. Dec 23 from 2:00-6:00. To get the time slot that suits your schedule best call 1-800-
RED-CROSS(800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org  Share this opportunity with family that may be here for 
the holiday and sign them up also. Another way you can help is to give your time. SIGN UP TODAY to work as 
receptionist, escort, or in the canteen. Thanks for taking time to share as a donor or a volunteer!!  
 
Mennonite Heritage & Agricultural Museum: Shop local! The Store at Mennonite Heritage & Agricultural   
Museum will be open 12-4 p.m. Dec. 19-21. Discounts on many items. We have Mennonite-related and Kansas
-related books, Mennonite-related cookbooks, books related to agriculture and rural living, wheat weavings and 
Quail Creek Copper decorative metal items, locally made peppernuts, and collectible fancywork.  
 
Western District Conference office will be closed December 24 through January 1.    
 
Handel’s Messiah: Come to First Mennonite Church in Newton tonight, December 15, at 7 p.m. to experience 
Handel's Messiah. The program includes the church choir plus community members, an orchestra and Amy 
Schroeder, Kay Schroeder, Matthew Schloneger, and Christopher Kliewer as soloists. 
 
MCC Christmas Open House December 17: All are invited to come to the MCC Center in North Newton on 
Tues., Dec.17 from 3pm-6pm. Join us to meet Michelle Armster, our new Transitional Executive Director, dedicate 
our new solar panels at 4pm, visit with MCC staff, tour the MCC center and enjoy lots of Christmas goodies! 
The MCC Central States building is located at 121 E. 30th in North Newton. We hope to see you on Dec. 17!  
 
Camp Mennoscah: 
Camp Schedule Change: Camp Mennoscah is making a change to the 2014 summer youth schedule.   
Our First Camp for those going into 3rd and 4th grades in the fall of 2014 is now scheduled for July 10-12, 
2014.  (It was previously in June.)  Check and change your calendars, alert your friends, and send us a good 
nose-thumbing for our hasty declaration of the schedule.  Contact us at 620-297-3290 with questions. 
 

Finished your holiday preparations?  Great!  That means that you can look ahead to the spring and register for 
one of Camp Mennoscah's Scrapbooking Retreats.  The preregistration forms for the 2014 March Scrapbooking 
Retreats are available at http://campmennoscah.org/camp-retreats/  Just a cautionary statement--last year 
these retreats filled up.  Contact us at campmno@mennowdc.org with any questions.  
 
"Christian Attitudes Toward War, Peace and Revolution" will be a three-credit (or audit) course meeting 
Thursday evenings, 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. spring semester beginning Feb. 6 at AMBS - Great Plains Extension in the 
North Newton classroom.  Instructor is Justin Heinzekehr.  Register online by January 6 and receive $50 dis-
count. Contact Dorothy Nickel Friesen, 316-283-7098 or dnfriesen@ambs.edu.  
 

 

Tabor Mennonite Church                December 15, 2013 
Community and Conference  Announcements 

SEEDS 
A weekly communication for WDC churches announcing what's new and good in WDC. 

 

First Mennonite Church of Ransom, KS, a worshiping congregation of 30 persons, found itself with an 
unexpected windfall of cash recently, and decided that it should be shared rather than held. So the    
congregation decided to donate $4,000 to each of the following agencies: 
 

    *Mennonite Church USA  *Western District Conference  *Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary     
    *Mennonite Central Committee *Mennonite Disaster Service *Heifer International  
    *Building fund for a new congregation in Elkhart, IN 
 

 We praise God for financial blessing. 
 

        -Submitted by Eldon Epp, Pastor, First Mennonite Church, Ransom, KS 
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Psalms, Epistles and 1st Corinthians: 2 weekends of deep Bible study in the midst of inter-generational  
community?  2 weekends of simulations, case studies and surprising historical background?  2 weekends    
discussing how to use biblical texts in worship and preaching?  Learn about the Psalms, Epistles and 1st     
Corinthians with Michele Hershberger and other pastors, lay leaders and college students.  It's all at Hesston 
College during these weekends:  January 24-26 and March 20-23 (includes Thursday evening).  Call 620-327-
8290 for more info, special rates and to register.  

Reading the Bible in an Instagram World  is the theme for this year's Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship  
Series, Feb. 21 to 23, 2014, on the Hesston College campus in Hesston, Kan. In today’s social media-saturated 
world, we hunger for something real, lasting and relevant. Connecting with the Mennonite Church USA Year of 
the Bible, this year’s conference will provide a fresh take on the college’s Biblical Literature curriculum with  
presenters Michele Hershberger, Marion Bontrager, Ted Swartz and Jeremy Kempf.  Program, presenter and 
registration information can be found at www.hesston.edu/avds. Excited? Call the Alumni and Church Relations 
Office at 620-327-8109 or toll free at 866-437-7866 to register. 
 
A learning experience like no other! This summer, Youth Venture invites young adults ages 14-22 to serve 
and learn together with churches in Philadelphia, Ft. Myers, Japan, Spain, and more! Info and applications at 
MennoniteMission.net/Serve.   
 
 

Everence: Tips for financial wellness this holiday season 
 

Ideas to help make this holiday season a little more joyful — from your friends at the Everence offices in      
Kansas serving you.  

Have a holiday spending plan and stick to it! For most people, spending goes up during the holiday  
season. Gifts for loved ones, dining out, travel – they all add up. Knowing in advance what you’d like to 
spend this holiday season is a good first step in keeping your expenses under control. Take a little time 
to consider what’s reasonable, develop a simple spending plan … then stick to it! 

Protect yourself against identity theft. The holiday season is prime time for identity thieves. Make sure 
you keep your Social Security number private. The same goes for PINs, account numbers and       
passwords. Be careful when you share a computer. Make sure you log out of all sites you visit and   
delete your login or private information. Shred any documents that contain personal information and   
be cautious when using an ATM.  

Suggest that your family support another, less fortunate, family this year. Consider programs like 
Mennonite Central Committee’s Global Family program at www.globalfamily.mcc.org and Mennonite 
Mission Network’s gift catalog at www.mennonitemission.net. Many Christian organizations like   
Catholic Charities or other local organizations can help you find a worthy family. It’s a great way to give 
back this holiday season … not to mention the fun and togetherness it can bring to your own family.  

Reduce your use of credit cards. Studies show that using a credit card generally results in people   
spending more money. Using cash has the opposite effect. Speaking of credit cards, paying down    
any balances promptly can help you avoid or reduce interest (which is almost always very high).   

Give long-lasting gifts.  Rather than toys and other throw-away items, consider gifts that last much longer. 
One idea is to contribute to a grandchild’s college account. Your Everence office can help determine 
the best strategy for this. Another idea is to buy animals or seeds through Heifer International that will 
help sustain a family in need of food. Some people on your list might appreciate you supporting an   
organization like that on their behalf rather than buying them a gift. 

Consider a non-cash charitable gift. Charities appreciate cash gifts. But did you know you can also give  
non-cash gifts? Real estate, stocks and many other non-cash gifts are great ways to support your favorite 
charity. Your Everence Charitable Giving Representative can show you the many tax advantages. 

Finally, if you begin to feel anxious about money matters, just remember this Bible verse: And my God will 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19. 

Merry Christmas and happy holidays! 
 

   -Everence Financial Advisors, Hesston, Hillsboro, Hutchinson, North Newton  (877) 467-7294 
 

Advisory services offered through Everence Trust Company and Investment Advisors, a division of ProEquities Inc., Registered    

Investment Advisors. Securities offered through ProEquities Inc., a registered broker-dealer, member FINRA and SIPC.                

Everence entities are independent from ProEquities Inc. 
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