
 
Positive year-end response to IBA funding crisis 

GOSHEN, Ind. (Mennonite Education Agency)—Thanks to a year-end wave of financial gifts for Mennonite    
Education Agency’s (MEA) Hispanic Pastoral and Leadership Education (HPLE) office, Instituto Bíblico    
Anabautista (IBA, or Anabaptist Biblical Institute) will not face potential program reductions in the coming 
months. Donations totaling nearly $48,000 surpassed the mid-year fundraising goal of $35,000 by nearly 
$13,000. An additional $22,000 needs to be raised during the current fiscal year, which ends on July 31, 2014. 
 

“We are very grateful for this outpouring of gifts,” said Ken Gingerich, MEA development associate. “While      
this is not a huge amount when compared to what other educational organizations raise, in our situation it is          
absolutely life giving. The gifts affirm the hard work and dedication of the two full-time HPLE staff and the more 
than 50 volunteer IBA tutors who give thousands of hours to make the program work.” 
 

MEA Executive Director Carlos Romero added, “We want to thank each of you who have supported us both in 
prayer and financially. As we celebrate, we are mindful of the significant work to be done in the coming months 
but are hopeful and encouraged by the support and generosity of individuals and congregations.” 
 

The HPLE programs are recognized by area conferences in Mennonite Church USA in the same way as       
leadership education degrees from traditional educational institutions. Gingerich said that growing a more      
sustainable funding system is critical to the future success of both IBA and Seminario Bíblico Anabautista       
Hispano (SeBAH). 
 

“We are asking congregations to consider including HPLE programs in their annual budget planning—in the 
same way they might include other Mennonite colleges, universities and seminaries,” he said. “While individuals 
have given the largest portion of our donations so far, I believe the most sustainable approach to long-term    
stability is for congregations to recognize the value of this program and include HPLE in ongoing giving plans.” 
For more information about HPLE, visit www.MennoniteEducation.org/HPLE or contact Ken Gingerich at 
KenG@MennoniteEducation.org. 

 
The Western District Conference Resource Library is now open the first Saturday of each month from 10 am to 
noon.  Stop by to browse, drink coffee, enjoy story-time for the children at 10:30.  See you on February 1 at 2517 N. 
Main, North Newton, KS.  
 
Western District Conference Assembly 2014 will meet in Waxahachie, Texas, July 4-6, celebrating our Year of the 
Bible and focusing on church planting. Resolutions must be submitted by March 3 to the Executive Board. See the full 
description of resolution policy at http://mennowdc.org/conference-life/annual-assembly/. 
 
Summer Staff Needed!  Camp Mennoscah is currently accepting applications for the summer staff positions of 
office, crafts, lifeguard, nature, music, and grounds/maintenance.  Information and forms can be found at 
www.campmennoscah.org under Resources.  We'll also be recruiting at Hesston, Tabor, and Bethel College on       
February 10-12 respectively.  It's going to be a rousing, rootin'-tootin' summer!   
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Church breaks bread in solidarity with Syria 
 

For World Communion Sunday (Oct. 6), West Zion broke bread in solidarity with the war-torn country     
of Syria.  We shared Syrian flat-bread (recipe at the link below), and adapted prayers from the Syrian 
Orthodox Book of Common Prayer for our communion liturgy. We planned our service in the shadow of 
the threat of US military intervention in Syria.  We gave thanks to God that when we gathered at the 
Lord’s Table, a US invasion had not taken place. 
 

recipe for Syrian bread: 
 http://www.jsonline.com/features/food/byrequest-rf3485i-134680703.html 
 

                                  --submitted by Pastor Brad Roth, West Zion Mennonite Church, Moundridge, KS 
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Kansas Mennonite Disaster Service invites you to their annual meeting and program  January 19 at 2pm  
at First Mennonite Church, 429 E. 1st, Newton, KS. The program will feature the Partnership Home Project. Learn about 
the Partnership Home Project and how your church or churches in your community could get involved.  
Refreshments will follow the program.  
 
MCC Leadership Openings for 2014: In the coming year MCC has a number of Rep and Area Director positions 
to fill. These positions carry the primary administrative responsibility for MCC programs around the world and are central 
to the work of MCC.  If you know of anyone who might be interested in serving with MCC in this capacity please help 
spread the word! All job descriptions can be found at serve.mcc.org.  Openings include: MCC Representatives in  
Democratic Republic of Congo, North East Asia (China, ROK, DPRK), and Egypt; and Area Directors for Southern Africa 
and Central West Africa.  You may direct questions, inquiries or candidate suggestions to Susan Wenger, HR AA-
International Leadership Placement, susanwenger@mcc.org, 717-859-1152, ext. 204. 
 
Agri-Urban invites all of its supporters and interested people to an appreciation dinner on February 1 at 6 pm. in 
the Eden Mennonite Church Fellowship Hall, 4 miles west and 2 miles north of Moundridge, KS. No reservations are nec-
essary just come and enjoy a good meal. 
 
Mennonite Voluntary Service: Why settle for a job, when you can find your calling?  MVS invites you to join a 
faith community where you can begin your career with meaningful work.   Apply today at MennoniteMission.net/Serve.   
 
Life Enrichment Program at Bethel College for spring semester 2014 begins on February 5 and ends April 30. No 
sessions will take place on March 19 which is spring break at the college. Please see brochure on the bulletin board. This 
program is in its 40th year and is designed for persons 60 and above. 
 
Bethel College: 
Sun., Jan. 26 – Bethel College Concert Choir end-of-European-tour home concert, 7 p.m., Memorial Hall.  
  
New Audit Rate Available! AMBS-Great Plains Extension announces a financial aid award that reduces the AUDIT fee 
from $110 per credit hour to $50 per credit hour for the spring class, "Understanding the Church's Contexts" 
GP:CHM569, with Lois Barrett, professor. (Credit fees remain the same.)  The class meets Tuesday evenings, beginning 
Feb. 4 at 6:30 p.m - 9:30 p.m. for 14 weeks. Register IMMEDIATELY online at www.ambs.edu/forms/one-course-
registration.cfm to enroll.  This practical course examines assessment of a congregation's mission and vision and then 
develops a Christian engagement in the larger environment. 
 
Getting ready to retire? Retiring soon? An introduction to Medicare and Social Security”  will be presented at 4 and 7 p.m. on 
February4 at Everence Financial Advisors, 106 W. 24

th
 St., North Newton. Robert Wall, John Sommer and Gary Rediger, CLU

®
, ChFC

®
, 

financial advisors with the Everence central Kansas offices, will speak on Medicare and Social Security, provide instructions on how to enroll, 
explain how continuing to work affects your benefits and answer related questions. To reserve spots for you, your friends or family      
members, contact Janice Voth at (316) 283-3800, (800) 324-8066 or janice.voth@everence.com 
 
 
Kansas MCC Relief Sale has some positions that need to be filled. You can make a difference in a hurting world 
by giving of your time. Please see the MCC Relief Sale flyer emailed last week for details. 
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