
Goessel Blood Drive: The Red Cross is down over 20,000 units due to all the weather related closing across 
the country since Jan. 2.  The next Goessel drive is 2-6 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 24.  Please schedule an appointment 
and invite your friends to join you! (1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org). Other ways to help are to volunteer and 
the sheets are on the bulletin board.  THANKS for helping save lives!!  
 
Storytime at the Resource Library begins!  Bring your children age 3-5 to Storytime at the Western District Conference 
Resource Library in N Newton beginning Feb. 12,10am. Enjoy stories, movement, fun! Call 316-283-6300 to sign up.  
 
This year's WDC Annual Assembly will be in Waxahachie, TX July 4-6.  If you are going and have interest in riding 
on a chartered bus from Newton, KS to Waxahachie, let us know.  Based on the level of interest (to be determined by 
June 3), WDC may offer this charter bus trip at a cost of $58 - $110 per person, depending on the size of bus needed.  
Indicate your interest and number of seats needed online (http://mennowdc.org/conference-life/annual-assembly/) or 
call 316-283-6300 or email wdc@mennowdc.org.  
 
Mennonite Central Committee: All are invited, Saturday, March 1 at 10am to Hope Mennonite Church 868 N. 
Maize Rd., Wichita, KS to join the MCC Central States staff and board of directors for:  

Building Beloved Community: MCC Central States and the Work of Decolonization 
 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.”  -Matthew 5:9 
 

In August 2012 MCC Central States developed a Unity of Purpose statement that provides guidance in their work to 
realize MCC’s commitment to peace and justice. In that document, Central States acknowledges the role colonialism 

has played in disrupting and marginalizing communities, cultures and histories. The work of decolonization is the work 
of healing what has been broken as it restores our ability to see ourselves and each other as children of God. At its 

heart decolonization is the process of affirming the divinity within our diversity. 
 

Join us as Program Coordinators working in Louisiana, South Dakota, New Mexico and Texas reflect on the work of 
decolonization and racial justice as crucial aspects of MCC’s commitment to peace and the building of beloved community. 
Lunch will follow to allow for further conversation. Please RSVP for this event to Tina Schrag at tinaschrag@mcc.org or 
by calling 316-283-2720 by Monday, Feb. 24. 
 
Spring Retreats at Camp Mennoscah--We'd like to interrupt your humdrum, everyday existence by offering two break
-in-your-routine retreats.  In March, we still have spaces available at our second Scrapbooking Retreat, March 14-16, 
followed in April with our Retirees' Relaxation Retreat, April 21-23.  The theme for the Retirees' Retreat is Little Drops of 
Water, Little Grains of Sand.  More information about both retreats can be found online at www.campmennoscah.org 
under Retreats or by calling 620-297-3290. 
 
Sign here!  Camp Mennoscah will be recruiting for summer staff, counselors, and other summer positions at 
Hesston, Tabor, and Bethel Colleges on February 10, 11, and 12, respectively.  Summer staff applications are available 
on the Camp Mennoscah website (www.campmennoscah.org under Resources).  A pizza meal for those interested in 
more information about being a summer staffer will be held February 12 at 6:15ish pm at Papa John's in Newton. 
 
Offender/Victim Ministries’ Annual Dinner on Monday, February 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Amish Community Building in 
Hutchinson.  The special guest speaker will be Michelle Armster, transitional executive director of Mennonite Central 
Committee Central States.  Dinner will be provided; donations appreciated. RSVP to 316-283-2038 or 
email ovm.ks@sbcglobal.net by Monday, February 17. 

Bethel College:   
The first film in the KIPCOR spring film series is Two Sided Story, a 75-minute documentary about a unique project  
that brings many sides of the conflict in Israel-Palestine together for “conversations toward reconciliation”; 3:30 p.m., 
Krehbiel Auditorium in the Fine Arts Center, with a talk-back session facilitated by Patty Shelly; free with a freewill    
offering taken in support of KIPCOR (Kansas Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution). 
 
Hesston College:  
Hesston College and Ted & Co. present “Didn’t You Get My Letter? Musings form the Apostle Paul,” at 7:30pm, Sat. 
Feb. 22, Hesston Mennonite Church on the Hesston College campus. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for students 
with advance purchase through the Hesston College Bookstore at 620-327-8105 or at the door. The event is in con-
junction with Hesston’s Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Conference Reading the Bible in an Instagram World and 
Mennonite Church USA Year of the Bible.  
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Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary–Great Plains Extension announces that it will close on June 30, 2014, a   
decision based on the growing availability of online and hybrid courses from the AMBS campus in Elkhart. Spring and 
summer classes will run as announced, and future offerings of occasional courses and continuing education resources 
are still to be determined. For further information, visit www.ambs.edu/GreatPlains or contact the AMBS–Great Plains 
office, 316.283.7098 or dnfriesen@ambs.edu. A closing Celebration will be held on Sunday, June 1, from 4:00 - 6:00 pm 
at the Bethel College Mennonite Church, North Newton, KS.  Give thanks to God for this valuable resource and pray that 
God will continue to bless all who studied and taught in this program over the last 34 years. 
 
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary - Great Plains Extension is sponsoring a visit by Dr. J. Denny Weaver, 
Professor Emeritus of Religion from Bluffton (OH) University.  He will present lectures on his new book "The Nonviolent 
God", which will be on sale at the following events:   
-Wednesday, April 2 - 10:35 am - Life Enrichment, Bethel College, Krehbiel Auditorium, North Newton, KS 
-Thursday, April 3 - 12-1:15 pm - "Lunch with Pastors", Shalom Mennonite Church, Newton, KS (bring your own lunch, 
drinks provided) 
-Thursday, April 3 - 7 pm - Lecture/discussion, First Mennonite Church, Newton, KS 
-Friday, April 4 - 11 am - Convocation, Bethel College, Krehbiel Auditorium, North Newton, KS 
-Sunday, April 6 - 9:25 am - Sermon, First Mennonite Church, Hutchinson, KS 
For additional information, contact Dorothy Nickel Friesen, interim director of AMBS-GP at 316-283-7098, ext. 206 or 
dnfriesen@ambs.edu. 
 
On Saturday, March 1, 2014, the Dyck Arboretum of the Plains in Hesston, Kan., with host its annual Spring Symposium 
on the theme of "Gardening with Insects".  Participants will become more informed about insects, how to diminish the 
effects of crop pests, increase the presence of beneficial insects, and reduce chemical dependence in your food gardens. 
The cost of registration, $35 for arboretum members and $45 for non-members, includes a full day of presentations, as 
well as breakfast and lunch.  To register for this event, contact the Dyck Arboretum office at 620-327-8127 or  
arboretum@hesston.edu.  For more information, visitdyckarboretum.org  
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