
Phil’s Ponderings 
 
 

The season of Lent is upon us once again. Beginning with Ash Wednesday 

(March 5), Lent is the 40 days before Easter (not including Sundays) where 

we take time to journey with Jesus to and through the cross. During this season 

of repentance and renewal, many people focus their attention on prayer,    

fasting, and serving others in need.  I wonder: What Lenten practices have 

been life-giving for you in the past? Furthermore, what Lenten practice would 

you like to commit yourself to this year? Would you like to give something 

up, like coffee, TV, or chocolate? Or perhaps you would like to commit   

yourself to more prayer, Bible reading, or caring for others. If you choose to 

do something for Lent, I hope that it focuses your attention on God and who 

God calls us to be: blessed to be a blessing (Genesis 12:2-3).  

 

This year, as we continue journeying through our Year of the Bible, we will 

experience the season of Lent from a nontraditional angle. As we think about 

Jesus’ journey to the cross, we will be focusing on God’s people’s journey 

toward exile. Throughout the time of the Divided Kingdom, the prophets  

constantly warned the people to turn away from other gods and to turn back  

to God. Yet in the end, the people refused to listen to the prophet’s warnings. 

The Northern Kingdom of Israel was conquered by the Assyrians in 722 and 

the Southern Kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonians in 587. God’s people 

were sent away from the Promised Land into a time of exile.  

 

But let us not forget that Lent is a season of hope.  After the cross is resurrection. 

For God’s people in the Old Testament, the exile became a powerful time of 

remembering who they were. The exile turned into a time of renewal! 

 

This Lent, we celebrate a God who was completely faithful in journeying  

with God’s people through exile, in raising Jesus to new life, and also in    

being actively present with us through our dark days. Therefore, I hope that 

this  season will be a time of renewal for us as well, so that we can turn back 

to fully and faithfully serving God alone.  

 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 

“when I will make a new covenant with  

the people of Israel and with the people  

of Judah…I will put my law in their minds 

and write it on their hearts. I will be their 

God, and they will be my people.”  

(Jeremiah 31:31, 33b) 

 

       ~Pastor Phil  

 

 

Worship Themes  
 

March  2 - Elijah & Elisha:   

 Trusting God 

 I Kings 19; II Kings 6 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

March  5 - Ash Wednesday: 

 Treasurers in Heaven 

 Mathew 6 
 

March  9 - Lent 1: Faithfulness 

 Amos 5; Hosea 11 

 Pastor Phil preaching  
 

March 16 - Lent 2: Unfaithfulness 
 II Kings 17; Micah 6 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

March 23 - Lent 3: Repentance 
 II Kings 19; Isaiah 37 

 Pastor Rosie preaching 
 

March 31 - Lent 4: Corruption  

 II Kings 20-21; Isaiah 39 

 Pastor Phil preaching 

 

Faith Formation for Adults 
  

 Lectio Divina: Rm. 17 

 Bible Memory:     

  Pastor Rosie’s Office 

 Biblical People: Library 

 Discussion: Rm. 112 and 211 

 Bible Study: Rm. 113   

 Drama: Sanctuary, stage area 
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Rosie’s Reflections 
Since I joined the pastoral team last May, I’ve been praying that God would 

use my gifts and open new opportunities to grow as a pastor. Well, be careful 

what you ask for. I had no sooner turned in my accountability plan for 

Western District Conference when Danielle Reeves asked me to be her 

mentor as she pursues God’s direction for her. What a blessing for both of us!  
 

Danielle has already begun her internship 

this week with the Tabor Women’s Lunch 

Bunch at  Bethesda! She will receive a 

wide range of pastoral ministry opportunities 

at Tabor as she tests her call to ministry. 

Danielle isn’t waiting to jump into        

opportunities. She is ready and open to all 

kinds of ministry experience. Please join 

me in welcoming Danielle to Tabor! We 

are  excited to see what God has in store 

for her and for us! 
 

Here is an interview I had with Danielle. 

This should open the door for more conversation with her! 
 

Who is Danielle Reeves?  
 

My name is Danielle Reeves. I’m 22 years old. I was born on April 18. My 

hometown is Harrisonville, Missouri. Presently I work as a Nanny and I am 

a student. I began my college career at John Brown University (2 years) 

and am currently attending Crown College (Online program). I have also 

attended Kairos Discipleship School (located in Minneapolis, MN) after 2 

years at JBU, and before entering Crown’s online program. I am pursuing 

a Bachelors degree in Christian Ministries.  
 

Why did you come to Kansas?  
 

Anna Yoder, my current roommate and best friend of 14 years, said she was 

ready for a roommate and I was ready to leave Minnesota, so I packed up 

and headed to Kansas! We live south of Goessel. 
 

What about your hobbies and other interests?  
 

Hunting (bow hunting is my favorite), fishing, crafting, kayaking, hiking, 

volleyball, working outside and having fun!  
 

Do you have a favorite bible verse? 
 

Yes, my “Life Verses” are found in 1Timothy 1:12-17. 
 

What about a favorite food?  
 

I love pasta (and really most all food). My favorite dessert is Squash pie or 

chocolate chip cookies. 
 

Is there anything else you want us to know about you? 
 

I can do some basic trapeze moves. I’ve hiked 35 miles through the Opalaca 

Mountains in Honduras and was able to help put on a VBS for an unreached 

people group. There is a company named after me. A Random Fact: I love 

doing the dishes! 
 

What are your future plans?                  continued on page 3 

 

Willing Helpers 
 

The Willing Helpers and several guests 

met Monday, Feb. 24th for an evening 

of fellowship around the tables. We  

enjoyed wonderful salads that we had 

each provided for the evening's meal. 

Following the meal, announcements, 

and our offering, we welcomed our own 

Marcene Entz and (former pastor)     

Karen Andres who portrayed Naomi 

and Ruth: Courageous Women of the 

Bible. Together they made an enjoyable, 

touching, and thought provoking 

presentation about these two women 

and the story they shared. We joined 

together in song to end the evening.   

     -Diana Schmidt 

 

Kim’s Cartoon PicK 



Digging Deeper with Doug    
 

This past month’s youth sessions were strong on the theme of sacrificial 

love: Esther, who risked her life for her people (Esther 1-8); Ruth, who left 

her homeland to be with her widowed mother-in-law and a life of uncertainty 

and likely poverty (Ruth 1-4);  and Alex Martenez, not from the bible . . .  

but from a rural village in Guatemala. 
 

Alex was 9 years old and living in a small rural village during the civil war 

in the late 1980s.  He heard that para-militaries were kidnapping young 

boys for recruits so he decided to hide.  Then he received the message that 

if he wouldn’t join the anti-government army, they would kill his family.  

Alex came out of hiding, joined, and went through military training.  He 

was forced into battle against government troops, but Alex found he could 

not aim a gun at another human.  He shot into the air and pretended to fight.  

His friend told him he was now on the hit list as he was worthless as a soldier.  

Alex ran away into the jungle that very night.  Nine years old… into the 

jungle… by himself.  The details of the next part of this story are unclear.  

Maybe they were too painful for Alex to tell.  Five years of living off scraps 

and handouts and doing whatever it took to survive.  Somehow Alex made 

it across the US border and to the Mennonite Church in Brownsville, TX.   

He didn’t feel safe this close to the border, however.  After prayerful  

consideration, Assembly Mennonite Church in Goshen, IN took Alex in as 

an undocumented person.  I was youth pastor at Assembly and this is where 

I met Alex as a youth in my youth group.  Alex was always in fear of being 

deported and always lonely for and concerned about his family back in 

Guatemala.  But Alex was generally happy and boisterous and a great     

addition to our youth group.        continued next column 

 

Coming Soon! Save the Date! 
 

Sunday, March 30, 12 Noon -  

Soup and trimmings in the Fellowship Hall. 

Everyone is invited to a yummy meal 

of soup and homemade bread. The only 

catch is this--if you are already in a Caring 

Group, please bring your choice of a side 

dish. Suggestions for sides are: Cheese & 

cracker platter, relish platter, dessert or 

something of your choice. If you are not 

part of a  Caring Group you get to come 

without bringing anything! Now that's a 

good deal, right? Please join us for fun and 

fellowship over our noon meal together! 
 
Digging Deeper 
 

When Alex was about 16, a Mennonite 

lawyer was made aware of his situation  and 

decided to help him get US citizenship. This 

was a very tense time for Alex because 

he had to publically claim that he was in 

fact in the U.S. illegally. Because of his 

age and extreme circumstances, Alex 

was finally granted citizenship and then 

was able to tell us his real name.  Luis 

Francisco. Luis is doing well, living in 

Ohio and working construction.  He has 

been able to visit his family after being 

out of touch with them for most all his 

adolescent and teen years.  A long journey 

for a young boy who gave up most of his 

childhood to protect others. A  powerful  

example of sacrificial love.   ~Pastor Doug 

 
Reflections from page 2 
 

To follow God in whatever direction    

He calls me (He has not yet unveiled His 

plan to me). 
 

What are you looking forward to the 

most about being an intern at Tabor?  
 

I love being thrown into new situations 

and learning new things. I have had the 

opportunity to work a lot with children 

and youth so I am very excited to have 

the privilege to work alongside Pastor 

Rosie and see a different side of the 

church.  
 

We can make that happen. Thanks  

Danielle. Let’s get started! 
 

      ~Pastor Rosie   

Grace’s Goodies 
 

Served at February Staff meeting 
 

Peach French Toast 
 

1 cup packed brown sugar 
1/2 cup butter 
2 Tbs. water 
1 can (29 oz) sliced peaches, drained 
12 slices day-old French bread (3/4 in. thick) 
5 eggs 
1-1/2 cup milk 
1Tbs. vanilla 
Ground cinnamon 

 

In a saucepan bring butter, brown sugar and water to boil, reduce 
heat, simmer 10 min, stirring often. Pour into a greased 9"X13"X2" 
pan. Top with peaches. Arrange bread over peaches. In bowl whisk 
eggs, milk, and vanilla; slowly pour over bread. Cover and refrigerate 
8 hrs. or overnight. Remove from fridge 30 min. before baking. 
Sprinkle with cinnamon. Cover and bake at 350 for 20 min. Uncover 
and bake 25-30 min more or until bread is golden brown.  
Yield 6-8 servings. 



 

Kansas MCC Relief Sale 
 

April 11 & 12, 2014 
 

Kansas State Fairgrounds, 
Hutchinson 

 

Donate ~ Volunteer ~ Attend 

 

 

Russ & Sandra Duerksen March  7 27 yrs. 

Rodney & Deanna Franz March   9  40 yrs. 

Doug & Jude Krehbiel March 11  28 yrs. 

Londell & LeNora Duerksen March 13  38 yrs. 

LeRoy & Alice Funk March 16  66 yrs. 

Tim & Katie Wedel March 26  31 yrs. 

Darren “DJ” & Lisa Schmidt March 26   3 yrs.  

Bruce & Eileen Schmidt March 29  43 yrs.

  

B i rt h day s  
  l -  Richard Johnston 

 Tayler Buller 

   Taylor Hall 

  3 - Melissa Kalinoff 

  6 - Jerol Schmidt 

 Keri Unruh   

  8 - Sandra Duerksen

 Austin Unruh 

 Eve Buller 

  9 - Kristie Diller 

 Brenda Buller 

10 - Susan Merrifield 

13 - Dana Gleason

 Evelyn Schmidt 

15 - Peyton Neufeld 

16 - Duane Duerksen 

17 - Nicholas Johnson 

 

19 - Carol Duerksen 

 Eva Pankratz 

20 - Eileen Schmidt 

21 - Elaina Graber

 Miles Lafferty 

22 - Delaney Duerksen 

24 - Naomi Goertz 

 Jude Krehbiel

 Isaac Sawatzky

 Samantha Haxton 

25 - Norma Graber

 Laura Unrau 

26 - Lee Hiebert 

28 - Lynne Voth 

 Jonathan Ensz 

30 - Sophia Goerzen 

Anni v er s ar i es  
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 Bulletin Announcements due 8 a.m. Thursday mornings. 

 

 

 

12pm  

Newton Lunch 

Bunch 
 

 

Tabor Church Calendar  

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

6pm 

Wednesday  

Evening  

Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter  

Items Due 

 

7:00pm 

Church Council 

9:30 am  

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

12pm 

Caring Group 

Potluck 

   

6pm 

Wednesday  

Evening  

Activities 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

6pm 

Wednesday  

Evening  

Activities 

 

   

Ash Wednesday 

6pm 

Supper  

6:45pm  

Service  
 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

10:45am CFF 
 

 

7pm 

Willing Helpers  
 

7:30pm 

Facilities Task        

    Force 

 

 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

    9:30 am  

Worship 

10:45am CFF 

12pm MCC 

Meal 

            4pm 

Bethesda Chapel 
MCC Comforter Blitz 

 

7pm  

Worship  

Fellowship  
 

 

TMYF Snow Camp 

Marriage Retreat 

Western District Basketball Tournament 

7pm 

Deacon Meeting 

12pm 

Tabor Ladies 

Lunch Bunch 


