
Mennonite Heritage & Agricultural Museum: 
 

"Extreme Weather: Living and Working with Nature's Moods" is the theme for Mennonite Heritage & Agricultural  
Museum's spring Sunday-Afternoon-Faspa-at-the-Museum on Sunday, March 23. The program will begin at 3 p.m. 
and will be an opportunity for attendees to tell their stories relating to tornadoes, drought, blizzards and other severe 
weather conditions. Faspa, a traditional Low German light meal, will follow the program at 4 p.m. This event will be held 
in the Preparatory School on the museum campus and is free and open to the public. 
 

Heritage Dinner coming on April 4 at Tabor Mennonite Church. Guest speaker: Larry Hatteberg. 
 
Peace Connections Annual Meeting & Open House has been rescheduled for Sunday, March 9, come and go 
between 1:30 and 4 pm at the Peace Connections office, 612 N. Main. There will be a variety of refreshments provided 
by board members, a short meeting at 2:30 pm, including a recognition of Shafiq Hasan for his 16 years of service on 
the board, and music by the NUTS (Newton Ukulele Tunes Society) from 3-4 pm. 
 
Mennonite Women’s Retreat—Join the conversation with women across the Mennonite Church at Women in  
Conversation, a biennial retreat sponsored by Mennonite Women USA and Laurelville Mennonite Church Center.  
Jennifer Davis Sensenig, pastor at Community Mennonite Church (Harrisonburg, VA), will serve as keynote speaker  
April 25-27, 2014 at Cross Wind (Hesston, KS). To register or for more information, visit  
Laurelville.org/women-in-conversation or call 724.423.2056.  
 
For the Busy Retiree!  We know that when folks retire, they discover so many things to do --volunteering, fixing 
those things that have gone undone for years, cleaning out the attic.  But you need a break.  We know this.  You're so 
busy that you don't feel retired.  We invite you to spend time relaxing with us at Camp Mennoscah during our Retirees' 
Relaxation Retreat, April 21-23.  Our theme this year is "Little Drops of Water, Little Grains of Sand" and we'll be  
looking at those little but significant things that change the world.  Contact us at 620-297-3290 for more information.  
Come take a vacation from your retirement! 
 
Join Mennonite Church USA Executive Director, Ervin R. Stutzman, as he presents information and reads from 
his most recent book “Jacob’s Choice” based on the true historical events of Ervin’s ancestor, Jacob Hochstetler, an 
Amish farmer whose family was attacked by Natives during the French and Indian War. Book signings/presentations 
are as follows and open to the public: 
March 19, 12:00 – 1:00 pm Faith and Life Bookstore, Newton, KS 
March 20, 7:00 pm Center Amish Mennonite Church in Hutchinson, KS 
March 21, 7:00 pm Kidron-Bethel Village, North Newton, KS 

Tabor Mennonite Church                     March 9, 2014 
Community and Conference  Announcements 

SEEDS 
A weekly communication for WDC churches announcing what's new and good in WDC. 

 
A "Reading the Bible" Blessing 

  

Every Saturday morning I lead a spirituality group in the Addictions Treatment Center at Prairie View in 
Newton, Kan. These people come for a 30-day stay to work on healing from substance abuse.  
 

One Saturday a young man said that Psalm 63 really spoke to his heart because of a certain verse. When   
I asked if it was the verse about crying on your bed in the night, he was amazed that I could pull out the 
very verse that spoke to him. What he didn't know is that I had just read Psalm 63 that week because I am 
reading through the Bible in 90 days with church members from Zion Mennonite Church in Elbing, KS. 
  

The next week this young man shared a song he wrote called "Psalm 63."  When I shared with him that       
I was reading the Bible in 90 days (and confessed why I could pull out that verse), he began to smile.  
Another worker at Prairie View had shared with him that she was reading the Bible in 90 days. That worker 
even shared a "Year of the Bible" bookmark with him and placed it in a Bible that he had been given. The 
bookmark was placed inadvertently on the page with Psalm 63. That was when he first read verse 6,      
"On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night." He shared that he had been 
distressed the night he opened the Bible and that verse had spoken to his need. I was struck by one of the 
lines in his song, "It took me 35 years to wake up."  God brings us into relationship in interesting ways!    
  

           --submitted by Karen K. Andres, chaplain, Prairie View in Newton, KS 

tel:724.423.2056


Harvey County Homeless Shelter: 
—Good News! The tension over the permit to build and operate a Group Residence to house those without shelter has  
subsided. HCHS now owns the land at 300 S. Pine in Newton and they are proceeding with plans for fundraising to build. 
—An recent and urgent need at this time is paying for high utility bills.  A letter with underlying issues surrounding this 
problem is posted on the bulletin board in the foyer.  
—Please remember the Homeless Shelter in prayer, thanking God for the resolution of the acquisition of land for building 
and asking for guidance in funding for utility bills. 
—HCHS Volunteer Celebration:  March 29, 6pm, Faith Mennonite Church in Newton. See poster for more information. 
 
Bethel College:   
 

Shirley Hershey Showalter, author of Blush: A Mennonite Girl Meets a Glittering World , will present three public 
programs locally. Sun., March 9, 3:30 p.m., Kauffman Museum -- “Finding Gold in Our Attics and Basements: How to 
Find, Use and Share the Artifacts that Prompt Our Stories. ” Mon., March 10, 11 a.m., Bethel College convocation in  
Krehbiel Auditorium. Mon., March 10, 7 p.m., Schowalter Villa chapel --“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to My 
Memoir. ” For more information on these free programs, contact Rachel Pannabecker at Kauffman Museum  
(316-283-1612) or Wendy Miller at Schowalter Villa (620-327-3415).  
 

Phyllis Bennis, a fellow of the Institute for Policy Studies, Washington, D.C., will speak on “ A Review of American 
Foreign Policy and the Conflict in Palestine,” Krehbiel Auditorium in the Fine Arts Center, Thurs., March 13, 2:30 p.m.  

tel:%28316-283-1612
tel:%28620-327-3415

