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                           Come Holy Spirit. 
 

              Fill the hearts of thy faithful people    
              and kindle in us the fire of thy love. 

 

Babylonian Exile ~ Suffering 
 

Gathering / Praising 
 

PRELUDE    Adult Worship Team 
 

WELCOME  Worship Leader, Michael Unruh 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP     
Leader: You are home to the exile 
South: touch to the frozen 
North: daylight to the prisoner 
South: authority to the silent 
North: anger to the helpless 
South:   laughter to the weary 
North: direction to the joyful: 
Leader: come, our God, come. 
ALL: Come, our God, come. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN                   “By the waters”     No. 148 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER 
 

*HYMN                       “Precious Lord, take my hand” No. 575 
 

*GREETING EACH OTHER 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   “You are worthy to be praised”  - Christopher Beatty 

 
 
 
 
 



Proclaiming 
 

CHILDREN’S STORY Jill Brandt 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC       “Sonata in A Minor”  -Marcello Reece Hiebert 
 

SCRIPTURE        Lamentations 1:1-5, 20-22; 5:1-3, 15-22 Jim Schmidt 
  Nancy Schroeder 
  The word of God for the People of God.   
  Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON PART I                “Trauma” Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 

SCRIPTURE        Lamentations 3:19-26, 31-33, 55-58 Jim Schmidt 
  Nancy Schroeder 
  The word of God for the People of God.   
  Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON PART II                   “Grace” Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 

Responding 
 

PRAYER AND ANOINTING 
 

WORDS OF RESPONSE    Lamentations 3:19-23  
Leader: I remember my affliction and my wandering,  
     the bitterness and the gall.  
  I well remember them and my soul is downcast within me.  
  Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 
All:  Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,  
     for his compassions never fail.  
  They are new every morning;  
     great is your faithfulness. 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE            “Great is thy faithfulness”     No. 327 
 

SHARING AND CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER  
 

Sending 
 

*SENDING HYMN                   “My life flows on”  No. 580 
 

*BENEDICTION          
 

*POSTLUDE 
 

 Today  
 

Today we continue our Year of the Bible by focusing on the reality of 
suffering present during exile. As we reflect on the book of Lamentations, 
there will be opportunity during the service to receive anointing in the 
midst of whatever suffering you are facing in your own life. Even when 
we suffer, we can always hold onto hope that suffering is not the end. 
God’s love and compassion are new every morning!  
 

We are so glad you are here with us to worship God and experience 
God’s love. This morning you were greeted by Grace Regier and Jason 
Unruh. A special welcome is extended to all visitors. 
 

Childcare is provided by Sharleen Francis in the nursery during the  
worship service.  
 

On the table in the foyer are Prayer Request Cards. You are invited to 
fill one out if you have a request and return it to a pastor’s box. 
 

10:45—Fellowship Time/Biblical Snacks. Exile was a time of starvation 
so we will not have a Biblical Snack this morning. However, since God’s 
mercies are new every morning, water will be served to quench our thirst.  
 

11:00—Faith Formation for everyone.   
Membership Class: Field trip to Kauffman Museum 
Praying the Scriptures: Rm 17 Bible Discussion: Rm 112 & 211 
Bible Study: Rm 113  Drama: Sanctuary 
 

12:00 p.m.—Summer Faith Formation Leaders Event.  
 

3:00 p.m.—Come for an afternoon on the Sand Creek Trail in N. Newton. 
Trail mix and drinks provided by the Quarterly Fellowship Committee. Bring 
lawn chairs, digital camera, empty cup or container for trail mix and drink. 
See May newsletter for full details and directions to the trailhead. 
 

7:00 p.m.—Mennonite Men’s Chorus at Memorial Hall, Bethel College. 
 
 

This  Week  

Tuesday, May 6 
7:00 p.m.—Worship Fellowship meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 7 
6:30 p.m.—Faithful Fitness    
7:00 p.m.—VBS Orientation 
 

Saturday, May 10 
7:00 p.m.—Goessel High Graduation 
 

Sunday, May 11 
9:00 a.m.—Hesston College Graduation 
 



Next  Sunday,  May 11  
 

9:15 a.m.—Prelude 
 

9:30 a.m.—Next Sunday we will celebrate God’s breath of life as we 
dedicate new children and their parents. Scripture for reflection is from 
Ezekiel 37. Pastor Phil will be preaching.  
 

10:45 a.m.—Fellowship Time/Biblical Snacks.  
 

11:00 a.m.—Faith Formation for everyone.  
 
 
 
 

Prayer  Requests  
 

 

Remember to pray for: 

 

 

 Caring Quilt Locations: The Caring Quilts are home. 

 

 Western District Conference: Pray for God’s guidance for Beatrice 
Mennonite Church, NE, in the loss of their pastor, Bob Beecher, on 
April 7. Pray God’s comfort for Bob’s wife, Cindy, and wisdom for 
decisions to be made.    

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Today, MMN’s partner, DOOR Denver, 
is holding its annual Cinco de Mayo community celebration and 
fundraiser. Pray for the members of DOOR’s three participant 
churches in the city who throw this party that mixes food and      
entertainment from Anglo and Latino cultures to share the gospel.       

 

 Mennonite Education Agency:  Mennonite Early Childhood Network 
(MECN) - God, help us understand how children learn and what to 
provide to equip them to become reflections of you. In this digital 
age, we pray for wisdom to know if or which, when and how to use 
technology with young children. Guide us, we pray.  Amen  

 
 
 
 
 

Coming this summer!  
Reliving, singing, telling, walking and mapping. 

 
 
 
 
 

Announcements  
 

Thanks: After missing 11 Sundays straight due to my illness, it 
feels good to be back at Tabor. It was special to come back on Easter 
Sunday morning to listen to Pastor Phil’s message and to hear the 
choir. My family and I cannot describe the appreciation we have felt for 
all of the cards, visits, and prayers offered on our behalf by our Tabor 
Church family. We will be forever grateful. Thank you very much.  
           -Lester Voth and family 
 

Vacation Bible School Staff Orientation is on Wednesday, May 7, 
at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall. All staff and helpers are invited to come 
hear about this year's theme, “Welcome! Give and Receive God's Great 
Love”, and find out more about their jobs at VBS.  
 

A Tabor Outreach Executive has recently been formed.   
The members are Pastor Phil, Denise Nickel, Kristin Schmidt, Phyllis 
Goertzen and Brent Abrahams. At a recent meeting, we discussed  
what areas of Outreach our Tabor members are involved in. In the    
Directory on the Outreach page a number of the ministries are listed  
but we don't think it is complete. If you are doing Outreach that is not 
listed in the directory, please write down your name and what you are 
involved with, and put the information in Pastor Phil's mailbox. Thanks!  
 

Children in Need. You can help! Gently used bags are needed for 
children who are entering the foster care program. When children are 
removed from their homes, often clothing and belongings are quickly 
gathered and shoved into garbage bags. Help give these children dignity 
by donating duffel bags, soft suit cases or other bags which would    
accommodate their belongings. Please make sure they are not stained 
or torn and that zippers still work. You may bring bags to the church 
office by May 25 and they will be donated to the St. Francis Foster   
Program in Newton. 
 

Summer Camps!  Are you planning on going to Camp Mennoscah 
or Rocky Mountain Camp this summer? Sign up on the bulletin board to 
receive a scholarship from the Tabor Education Commission. Pay your 
registration fee in full and you will be reimbursed $50 when you sign up. 
Calling All Ladies: Willing Helpers is hosting a Mystery Trip on  
Monday, May 19. Ladies of all ages are invited.  Dress is casual.   
Participants will meet at Tabor Church at 5:30 p.m. to carpool to the 
destination. The group will return to the church around 9 p.m. The cost 
for supper is $20 which includes beverage and dessert. There will be an 
opportunity for shopping so bring some spending money or you can just 
window shop. Drivers will be needed. Sign up on the bulletin board by  
May 11 or contact us by phone/e-mail by the evening of May 12. Join 
us for a journey into the past along with food, fun, and fellowship. This 
adventure is brought to you by Diana Schmidt and Carrie Unruh. 
 



 
 
Free Concert: The McPherson Community Brass Choir under the 
direction of Jerry Toews will give their FREE Mother’s Day Concert at 4 pm 
Sun., May 11 in the Church of the Brethren, 200 N. Carrie, McPherson.  
 

The Country Gospel Piano CD of your “ Old Time Hymn Favorites”  
has been re-ordered and are now available. The CD’s are FREE, but a 
donation of $20 to MCC is needed to take advantage of the FREE offer. 
See Jerry or Leann.  Make checks out to: “MCC Sale” or cash. The sale 
of this CD at the MCC Sale raised $2000 and we would like to raise 
another $2000 for MCC. Let your friends who love gospel piano music 
know. THANKS, Jerry.   
 

The MCC Sale Annual Meeting and banquet will be Thurs., May 29 in the 
Ebenfeld Church. Cost, $15 per plate. ANYONE can attend. This is where the 
check is given to MCC.  Lots of fun and good food. Let Kris and Archie 
Schmidt know if you want to attend. Reservation must be in by May 18.  
 

Coming this Summer: 
June 1: Year of the Bible Celebration Sunday. 
June 6: VBS program. 
June 8: Baptisms and reception of new members. Picnic in the 
church park at noon. 
June 8: Song on the Lawn on the farm of Carol Duerksen/Maynard 
Knepp to benefit MCC. 
June 15: Community Picnic at the Goessel Park. 
June 22: SHINE Curriculum Launch, Lorraine Avenue Mennonite 
Church, Wichita. 
July 4-6: WDC Annual Assembly, Waxahachie, TX. 
August 16: Day on the Farm at Carol Duerksen/Maynard Knepp Farm.  
 
 
Tabor Worship Services Online! To listen, simply go to Tabor’s 
website (www.tabormennonite.org) and click on the "Sunday Worship/
Sermons" link from the homepage.   

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 

April 27,  2014 

Offering    =  $2,240.25 
Adult S.S. =  $     27.71 
Jr. S.S.     =  $       9.15 

Attendance     =     143 
Attendance     =       46 
Attendance     =       17 

Pastor: 
Philip Schmidt 
620-367-2405 
Cell:  620-386-0779 
email: pschmidt 
@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Rosie Jantz 
620-367-8356 
Cell:  316-772-8740  
email:  rjantz 
@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Doug Krehbiel 
316-283-7351  
Cell:  316-217-1307  
email: dougkrehbiel 
@sbcglobal.net 

Pastoral Intern: 
Danielle Reeves 
816-726-4935 
email:  
daniellereeves9 
@gmail.com 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
 

Prelude: 9:15am                                                  Worship: 9:30am  
Fellowship Time: 10:30am                    Faith Formation: 10:45am 

 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 
Phone: 620-367-2318               email: tabor@tabormennonite.org 

Website: www.tabormennonite.org   check out the Year of the Bible page 
 

As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer  
hospitality, healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

Trauma & Grace 
 

Lamentations 1-5 

 
 
 

Trauma 
 
“Joy is gone from our hearts;  
 our dancing has turned to mourning.”  
 

 ~Lamentations 5:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grace 
 
“Because of the Lord’s great love  
 we are not consumed,  
 for his compassions never fail.  
 They are new every morning;  
 great is your faithfulness.”  
  

 ~Lamentations 3:22-23  

 
 

http://www.tabormennonite.org/

