
Blood Drive: Every 2 seconds someone in America needs blood from diseases or as victims of accidents. Use 
the end of summer to be a ray of hope by donating blood at Goessel Church on Aug. 27 between 2:00-6:00. You can 
schedule an appointment at redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-733-2767. Sharing your time is another big part of the 
blood mobile. Please sign up to volunteer for an hour on the bulletin board. Thanks for sharing hope with the many who 
benefit from your donation!  
 
The Life Enrichment program at Bethel College for fall semester 2014 begins on Sept. 3 when Life Enrichment 
will celebrate its 40th anniversary. A brochure with the fall listing for classes is posted on the bulletin board. 
 
Mennonite Central Committee: 

 

The annual MCC Flatlander Bicycle Ride  will be held on Saturday, September 20, originating at the MCC offices,  
121 East 30th Street, North Newton, KS. This year’s ride will raise funds for an MCC water development project in 
Kenya. Rides of approximately 35, 45, and 65 miles, as well as a shorter family ride, are planned. Informational     
brochures are available through the church office. The brochure is also available on the MCC website,   
mcc.org/get-involved/events/mcc-flatlander-bicycle-ride. Or, you can register on-line at that website. 
 

Mennonite Central Committee U.S. and the Peace and Justice Support Network of Mennonite Church USA 
invites you to "Conversations for Peace in Palestine and Israel," at Journey Mennonite Church on Friday, Sept. 5, 7-9 pm 
and Hesston Mennonite Church on Saturday, Sept. 6, 9:30-11:30 am. J. Daryl Byler, a former MCC representative    
in the Middle East and current executive director for Eastern Mennonite University's Center for Justice and Peacemaking, 
will share from his experience and facilitate the conversation. 
 
Support the MCC Bike Hike! On September 4, 5, 6 and 7, thirty people from Colorado, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Ohio, Kansas, Iowa and Illinois will meet in the Black Hills to participate in a 175 mile bike ride or 40 mile hike to raise 
money for Mennonite Central Committee’s Indigenous Vision Center. You are invited to support the rider or hiker of 
your choice by pledging per mile or per participant. Checks can be sent to MCC Central States, PO Box 235,            
N. Newton, KS 67117.  Please mark the check with participant’s name (if applicable) and Bike/Hike. Contact Elizabeth 
Janssen at 605-925-4859 or elizabethjanssen@mcc.org with questions. 
Participants—Colorado: Gayle Preheim, Iowa: Byron Miller, Ellen Miller, Don Ratzlaff, Illinois: Tim Schrag, Sue 
Schrag, Kathleen Springer, Keith Springer, Anita Kempf-Grote, Kansas: Jim Harms, Duane Kinser, Dan Spare, 
Margaret Spare, Phyllis V anHorn, Nebraska: Mark Epp, Lin Friesen, Ron Goertzen, Linda Goertzen, Carol Janzen, 
Amelia Patrie, Will Swartzendruber, Marge Swartzendruber, Cathy Wismer, Ohio: Ivan Friesen, South Dakota: Monica 
Clem, Carlos Hofer, Patrick Hofer,Shirley Ries, Dennis Ries, Dennis Schrock  

 
Western District Conference:  

 

Thank you for coming to the Camp Sing!  Approximately 125 people showed up to celebrate the end of the 
summer at Camp Mennoscah with singing, popcorn, and generic pop.  Your generosity means over $3000 raised for 
the new bathhouses.  Hooray, thank you, and wow! 
 

Mental Health Spiritual Retreat--All are welcome to join us at Camp Mennoscah for the Mental Health Spiritual    
Retreat on Aug. 31-Sept. 1.  The retreat is for those affected by mental illness, including family and friends.  We'll 
spend the weekend in fellowship with the theme of Finding Your True Self.  Activities include a hayrack ride,       
swimming, and sessions with Laurie Oswald Robinson, inspirational speaker.  Contact us at 620-297-3290 for more 
information. 
 

Camp Mennoscah's Work & Play Camp is Sept. 14-17!  Tasks for all abilities and numerous coffee/tea breaks will 
be available. There's no charge for this time of volunteering and fellowship--just a suggested donation of $4.00 per 
meal.  All ages are welcome.  Please contact us at 620-297-3290 to let us know you're joining in the fun!  

Tabor Mennonite Church                             August 17, 2014 
Community and Conference  Announcements 

SEEDS 
A weekly communication for WDC churches announcing what's new and good in WDC. 

 
The Western District Resource Commission is offering a $500 Loaves and Fishes Grant to WDC congregations 
who are seeking to multiply God's grace in their communities. This Loaves and Fishes Grant is made possible 
through Vision 2012 funds and will be available from September 1, 2014 – September 1, 2015.  The hope is that 
this grant will empower congregations to reach out in love and build relationships with the surrounding community. 
A maximum of 20 grants will be awarded.  For criteria see:  http://mennowdc.org/resources/grants/    
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Volunteers & Donors Needed at Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp.   The time has come to tear down and     im-
mediately following will be the time to build up for the Pleiades building project. We are looking for volunteers to help take 
down the Pleiades and Infirmary facilities beginning for the next two weeks (Aug 4-16). The digger is arriving the week of 
August 18 to begin digging the foundation. PLEASE consider your schedule and help us be ready to begin the excava-
tion. Time is of the essence as we need to complete the foundation before the first freeze September 15 (typical). Addi-
tional help in Kitchen and housekeeping is needed as a result of Mary Yoder’s back injury. Mary is starting to feel better but 
still needs time to heal. We are asking for two to four volunteers to help with kitchen and housekeeping needs on August 
13-15 and August 29-September 1 (Labor Day weekend). If you are unable to volunteer, donors are equally critical in 
completing this project. We will need $225,000 to complete this project and avoid the need for a loan (and additional in-
terest expense). Our goal is to have the facility ready in time for the 2015 camping season. 
 
Help needed at Newton Et Cetera Shop:  
Serve Mennonite Central Committee and your local community by clerking at Et Cetera Shop! Clerks are needed for 
morning, afternoon, and evening shifts. Call 283-9461 or email manager@newtonetceterashop.com.  
 

Newton Et Cetera Shop has a job opening for a half-time back door receiver and general maintenance person.  
Key qualifications: available 1-5 p.m. Monday-Friday, good with people, ability to lift and carry heavy items, dependable, 
values in line with Mennonite Central Committee. Spanish language skills a plus.  
To apply, call 283-9461 by September 15.  
 
Everence: 
 

Free informational seminars for women: Women and money is a series of lunchtime presentations (noon to 1 p.m.) 
coordinated by Everence, scheduled for four Wednesdays – Sept. 3, 10, 17 and 24 – at Hesston Public Library.  
Topics are “Taking the lead – women in the modern-day workplace,” “Living generously – within your means,” “Leaving 
something – for those you leave behind” and “Investing in your future – avoid the bag lady blues.” Light lunch will be 
served. To reserve a spot, contact Darlene Buller of Everence at (620) 327-4043 or darlene.buller@everence.com. 
 

Getting ready to retire? Everence Financial will present an informational seminar, Retiring soon? Make sense of 
your Medicare choices at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. on four upcoming Mondays – Sept. 8, Oct. 6, Nov. 3 and Dec. 8. Everence 
Financial Advisor Robert Wall and Financial Representative Megan Smith will speak on Medicare, provide instructions on 
how to enroll, explain your options if you continue to work and answer related questions. The seminars will take place at 
Everence Financial, 371 N. Old Highway 81, Hesston. To reserve your spot, contact Darlene Buller at (877) 467-7294, 
(620) 327-4043 or darlene.buller@everence.com. 
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