
Parenting Class: A free 3 hour parenting class for parents of children between 10-18 will be held at the Goessel 
Elementary School on November 22 from 9am –12pm. See the poster on the bulletin board for complete details. 
 
The Newton Community Chorale will present its annual concert on  Friday,  November 21 at 7 p.m. at the Bethel 
College Mennonite Church in North Newton. Directed by Ron Garber, the concert’s theme is an American Repertoire 
featuring sacred, folk music, and spirituals by a variety of American composers. Admission is free with an offering taken 
to help support the chorale concert.   
 

First Mennonite Church in McPherson will be having a German dinner December 6th from 5p.m. to 7 p.m. We will 
be serving verenika with ham gravy, sausage, green beans, borscht, bohne berrogi with cream sauce, and cherry moos. 
All are invited; dinner will be a free will donation.   
  

Mennonite Church USA Convention registration opens January 15, 2015.  Next summer may seem far away, but the 
Convention in Kansas City, June 30-July 5, 2015, will be here before you know it.  Visit the convention website for all the 
latest news and to register beginning January 15, 2015:  www.MennoniteUSA.org/convention. 
 

Rural Ministry Seminar: The Mission of a Rural Congregation:  AMBS-Kansas Center, in conjunction with Central 
Plains Mennonite Conference and Western District Conference, will host a Rural Ministry Seminar on Saturday, January 
24, 2015 from 8 – noon at Whitestone Mennonite Church in Hesston, KS. This seminar is presented by expert S. Roy 
Kaufman and will explore the unique mission of the church in a rural context. This seminar will include lecture, case 
studies, discussion groups, and a catered lunch. Cost is $39 per individual and $100 per congregation to bring an      
unlimited number of congregation members. For more information, please see www.ambs.edu/ruralministry 
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HOME-GROWN MISSION FESTIVAL 

 

Zion Mennonite Church (Elbing, KS)—like many congregations—usually has a Harvest Mission Festival around 
this time of year. Traditionally we invited a missionary or service worker to preach and then speak for another 
session or two about their organization/work/region, ending with a festive meal. We decided to do something 
different this year. 
  

Realizing we don't recognize the folks in our congregation who already volunteer at one organization or another 
in our region, we developed a "home-grown" mission festival. During worship, we invited several to offer brief 
testimonies of why they had felt called to get involved wherever it is that they're serving, how it's changed them, 
brief stories of those they've encountered while serving. 
  

Then we broke for a "mission fair." We'd invited whoever wished to set up a card table/booth, put up posters, 
gather promotional literature, set out pictures or videos, dream up a brief activity or game, etc. We hoped 6 or 8 
might do this. We ended up with 15 booths, all hosted by our own attendees! Some of these were from organizations 
already well-known to us (MMN, MDS, the local homeless shelter), but we learned new tidbits about them as 
well; others were organizations with which most of us were unfamiliar. Some had professional booth displays 
loaned from organizations; others had roughly drawn posters. Some hosts simply overviewed their work; others 
invited visitors to join them in their outreach (I've always found the best challenges come from our peers, rather 
than "outside speakers"…). 
  

After an hour or so we regathered for closing worship, praying for each of the organizations we'd just encountered, 
celebrating the many ways we're already joining God in mission right within our community… and contemplating 
how we might extend such efforts. 
  

But that wasn't all. Since we're currently promoting the annual collection drive of one of our local food pantries, 
we decided to use our meal together as another teachable moment… preparing it from the ingredients usually 
included in a bag of groceries distributed by the food bank: spaghetti pasta and sauce, canned vegetables,    
instant pudding. If some thought it wasn't quite as festive as usual, it was still nutritious… and reminded us how 
our donations place us in solidarity with our neighbors as well. 
  

We won't do this every year, but it was a good twist on a tradition. 
  

       --submitted by Ray Reimer, Co-Pastor, Zion Mennonite Church, Elbing  

http://www.mennoniteusa.org/convention


 
Church planting dreamers, sister church representatives, church planting support committee representatives, 
and anyone with a heart for new church development, are invited to the Church Planting Dreamers Advance on          
Saturday, December 13, at the Cross Wind Conference Center in Hesston, KS.  Chet Miller-Eshleman, planter and     
pastor of LifeBridge Community Church, Dover, OH, will be the primary resource person along with others.  Register 
online at www.mennowdc.org/church-planting-advance/.  Cost $10. (Please reproduce the attached brochure and distrib-
ute it to Mission/Outreach Committees and interested persons in your congregation.) 
 
Ten Thousand Village Festival Sale  in back of Prairie Harvest, Newton, Kansas.  Dates are: 
Thursday, Nov. 20 -9 a.m.-8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 21 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 22 - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 28 - 9 a.m.-6 p.m.  Saturday, Nov. 29 - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 4 - 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Dec. 5 - 9 a.m. -6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6 - 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7 - 1:00 -4 p.m. 
 
Winter Luminary Walk: All area churches are invited to attend this year's walk, focusing on the theme "Joy to 
the WORLD: A Multicultural Celebration"  at Dyck Arboretum of the Plains in Hesston.  The Luminary Walk will be from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. on November 28 and 29 and again on December 5 and 6.  Admission to the event is $5 for adults, $4 for 
members, senior citizens and college students, and $2 for children ages 3 to 15.  Traditional outdoor highlights include 
the walking path lit up by hundreds of luminaries, a nativity scene and the reading of the Christmas story in multiple   
languages. Call 620-327-8127 or visit www.dyckarboretum.org for more information. 
 
Bethel College: 
Mon., Nov. 17 – Double concert: Bethel College Philharmonia Orchestra with guest conductor Daniel Hege, featuring 
pieces by Schubert, Gluck and Grieg, and Mid-Kansas Jazz Ensemble (high school honors group), under the direction of 
Joel Linscheid; 7:30 p.m. in Memorial Hall 
 
 
 


