
Phil’s Ponderings 
 

On Friday evening, January 23, around 25 Taborites gathered at church for  

an evening of prayer and visioning. We began the evening with a fellowship 

meal followed by a time of community prayer. Then we reflected on how we 

have seen God breaking in throughout this past year. Several “God Sightings” 

that were shared include: 
 

- Our Year of the Bible: integrated with worship, faith formation, and 

snacks 

- The Festival of Booths: good participation and engagement 

- Wednesday night ministry with children: good enthusiasm and energy  

- Leadership during difficult deaths: bringing support and understanding 

with God’s help 

- Children during children’s stories on Sunday mornings: listening well 

and summing it all up in the end 

- Serving at the Harvey County Homeless Shelter: hearing transformative 

stories 

- Youth leading worship 
 

In these ways and in many more ways, we have noticed God breaking into our 

lives and into our world. After sharing “God Sightings” with one another, we 

reflected on the following verses of scripture:  
 

“To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him 

who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can 

shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I know your deeds. See, I have placed 

before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little 

strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.”  

(Revelation 3:7-8) 
 

After hearing these verses, we reflected together on what doors God might be 

opening up for us in 2015. What kingdom opportunities is God providing for 

us? Here are several open door opportunity ideas that were shared: 
 

- Expanding our food pantry ministry 

- Having positive conversations about potential facilities upgrades 

- Caring for those who have lost loved ones 

- Encouraging more crossover between Sunday morning and Wednesday 

evening ministries 

- Connecting with people at Harvey County Homeless Shelter 

- Finding ways to practice healthy Conflict Resolution 

- Creating and embracing Marriage and Family enrichment opportunities 
 

What other open door opportunities is God providing for us in this next year?  
 

               ~Pastor Phil  

 

Sunday Worship Themes  
 

 

Feb.   1 - Revelation: 

 The Lamb in the Throne Room 

 Revelation 4-5 

 Pastor Rosie preaching 
 

 

Feb.  8 - Revelation: 

 Seven Seals 

 Revelation 6 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
  

 

Feb. 15 - Revelation: 

 Sealing God’s People 

 Revelation 7 

 Pastor Doug preaching 
 

 

Feb. 18 - Ash Wednesday Service 

 Lent Begins 
 

 

Feb. 23 - Revelation: 

 Seven Trumpets 

 Revelation 8-9 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
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Open Doors at Tabor 



    Marriage 
       Moment 

Rosie’s Reflections 
Marinade: (v.) drench, immerse, infuse, saturate.  

Faith: (n.) confidence, trust, reliance, assurance. 
 

Sometimes I marinate food before I cook it. I do it to infuse more flavor. 

For example, when I marinate chicken before cooking it, a complexity of 

flavors develop during the marinating process. If I take that same chicken 

and cook it without marinating it first, the flavor is less complex – “tastes 

like chicken.” Sometimes there isn’t time to marinate the meat, and that’s 

okay, it still tastes good, although it may be a little tough to swallow.    

Marinating takes time and brings out the flavor.  
 

Sometimes developing faith in God is a bit like marinating. We all know 

people who seem to have a deep faith. How was it developed? Faith needs 

time to improve its flavor. Someone once said, “Faith comes from marinating 

in the word.” I think that is a true statement. When I take the time to read 

scripture, discuss it with others, and let it sink it, I find a complexity of   

flavors developing. Sometimes I like to get new perspectives on the passage 

from commentaries. All these things become part of the marinating process. 

It takes more time, but I find it strengthens my faith. Sometimes I don’t 

have time to marinate, but I can still get a rough idea of the message in the 

passage. However, it might end up tasting the same as it did the last time I 

read it. I find when I take the time to I immerse myself in the Word, and let 

it infuse everything I do, I begin to trust God more. Marinating takes time, 

but the added depth of flavor is worth it every time! 
 

The next time you read or study the bible (alone or in a group), think about 

marinating in the Word. Take time to develop a deep reliance on God.    

Acquire a taste for the depth of flavor that comes from the marinating process, 

and let the Holy Spirit drench you with the assurance of God’s love. 
 

              ~Pastor Rosie 
 

            Here is our monthly marriage moment:               

            a meaningful memento to married couples  

            to make your marriages marvelous!  
 

            As we study “the four horsemen of the 

apocalypse” in Revelation 6 this month, I would like to remind couples of 

what Dr. John Gottman calls “the four horsemen of marriage.” These four 

horsemen are criticism, defensiveness, contempt, and stonewalling. Left 

unchecked, they do have the power to erode and eventually destroy marriages. 

But even though the horsemen will show their ugly faces in your relationship, 

this does not need to happen! Each horseman also has an antidote. 
 

We can counter criticism by offering complaints without blame.  

We can counter defensiveness by accepting responsibility for our part of the 

conflict.  

We can counter contempt by building a culture of appreciation and respect.  

We can counter stonewalling by practicing physiological self-soothing.  
 

In these ways, we can counter the horsemen, reclaim our marriages, and 

truly embrace the way of love.   
 

With a little work, you too can make your marriage marvelous ☺. 
 

              ~Pastor Phil 

Letter of Thanks 
 

Dear Tabor Church Family, 
 

Thank you once again for the scholarship. 
Having that means a lot to me. It also 
means that you as the church body have 
had a hand in my education and I want to 
thank you for that because without you I 
will not have gotten as far as I have.  
 

I am a senior in my last semester at Tabor 
College in Hillsboro and I am loving every 
minute of it. It is hard for me to believe 
how fast the time has gone and it really 
has gone by really fast. All of my classes 
this semester are wonderful and they are 
so interesting that it is hard for me to put 
down my studies to do other things. But I 
do take part in other things. I am a youth 
sponsor and Sunday School teacher at a 
local church. Spending my time with the 
youth is the highlight of my week. 
 

I am trying to make the most of my last 
semester at college by getting involved 
and mentoring a few freshman and 
spending as much time with the friends 
who I have made on campus. Believe me 
when I say that time is short and you 
have to make to most of every precious 
minute that the Lord gives you with the 
people that you love. 
 

Thanks you once again for your support 
it has meant the world to me these years. 
 

With love and prayers, 
Kathleen Bair 
 

This letter was written in November. Katie 
completed her studies in December and will 
receive her diploma in May with her graduating 
class at Tabor College. 
 

Dates To Remember 
 

February 7: Agri-Urban Banquet and  
 annual meeting 
 

February 28: Women’s Retreat in Goessel 
 

March 1: Tabor Fellowship Event -  
 “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?” 
 

March 9 & 10: 2015 MCC Comforter Blitz 
 

March 16-21: Western District Conference 
 Basketball Tournament 
 

June 30-July 5: Mennonite Church USA  
 Convention 
 

July 21-26: Mennonite World Conference 
 

Oct. 30-31: Western District Conference  
 Annual Assembly 
 

See announcements or bulletin board for details.   



Digging Deeper with Doug 
 

Don’t Throw Out the Zwiebach! 
 

For the last third of my sabbatical in January I did a number of things. I did a 

study of the book of Revelation—a sermon on Chapter 7 is coming February 15.  

I took lessons on how to score or write music, something I could not do before. 

I now can, and will find this ability very useful in music ministry with worship 

ensembles.  And I took an AMBS class, Rural Ministry, taught by S. Roy 

Kaufman.  It is the Rural Ministry class that I would like to reflect upon a 

bit more for this column.  Following are three key points from the class in 

italics with ruminations following. 
 

1. Jesus’ mission was about the revitalization of rural villages of Galilee—

enabling them to stand against the Old Law of the Jews and the Roman  

oppressors.  
  

What do we need to revitalize in our rural context?  What new thing does 

God have in store for us? 
 

2. Rural communities are at tension with dominant culture, especially as 

they try to resist the allure of what is presented as a better life in the urban 

setting. 
 

What do we as a rural congregation need to embrace about our own culture 

and resist about the dominant culture?   
 

3. Rural churches need to rejuvenate themselves within their own reality.  

Rural churches can’t be like urban churches and that’s OK.  We can’t grow 

in the same way or be as diverse…don’t browbeat yourselves rural churches!   
 

We don’t have to throw out our Zwieback to be a welcoming congregation. 

Let’s keep our “two-story-buns” as we continue to celebrate our unique  

heritage and ALSO celebrate the heritage of newcomers.  Bring on the  

Haggis and Tamales! And KUDOS for the unique and powerful approach to 

community outreach we have happening right now!   ~Pastor Doug 

 

       Almond Pastry Puffs 
         Served at church staff meeting. 

2 cups flour, divided 
1/4th tsp. salt 
1 cup cold butter, divided 

2 Tbs. plus 1 cup cold water, divided 
1/4th tsp. almond extract 
3 eggs 

In large bowl, combine 1 cup flour and salt; cut in 1/2 cup butter until mixture resembles coarse 
crumbs. Add 2 Tbs. cold water; stir with fork until blended. Shape dough into a ball; divide in half. Place 
dough 3 inches apart on an ungreased baking sheet; pat each into a 12 in. X 3 in. rectangle.  
 

In a large saucepan, bring remaining butter and water to a boil. Remove from heat and stir in extract 
and remaining flour until a smooth ball forms. Remove from the heat; let stand 5 min. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating well after each addition. Continue beating until mixture is smooth and shiny. 
 

Spread over rectangles. Bake at 400 degrees for 18 to 20 min. or until topping is lightly browned. 
Cool for 5 min. before removing from pan to wire racks. Cool. Spread with frosting.  
Yield; 2 pastries (11 servings each) 

Frosting; 
 

1-1/2 cups powdered sugar 
2 Tbs. butter, softened 
4 tsp. water  
1/4 tsp almond extract   

 

Combine in small bowl and beat until smooth.  
Spread over pastries.  
Sprinkle with 2/3rd cups toasted almonds. 

Grace’s Goodies  

Tabor Mennonite Church 

F o o d  P a n t r y   

         Food Pantry  
                   Needs 
 
 

 
 

Cereal  
Oatmeal 

 Peanut Butter 
Jelly 

  Mac and Cheese 
Hamburger Helper  / Pasta meals 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Pasta / Spaghetti Noodles 

Tuna, chicken and canned meats 
Chili and Soups 

Applesauce 
Fruit  

Vegetables 
Canned Tomatoes 

Canned Beans 
Cake Mix 

Jell-o 
Pudding 

Bathroom Tissue 
Laundry Soap 

Dish Soap 
Shampoo 

Toothpaste 
 

 Please place items in the blue tub in the foyer.  
Thanks to all of you for supplying the   
needs of the Food Pantry.   
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Goessel Area 

Women’s  

Retreat @ GES 

 

12pm 

Tabor Ladies 

Lunch Bunch 

@ Bethesda  

 

 

12pm  

Newton Lunch 

Bunch 
 

6:30pm 

Outreach Team 
 

Tabor Church Calendar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

12:30pm 

Staff Meeting 
 

7pm  

Deacon Meeting 
 

 

9:30am  

Tabor Mennonite 

Women 
 

Ash Wednesday 

6pm supper 

6:45pm Service 

 

7pm 

Christian  

Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5:45pm 

Wednesday 

Evening  

Activities 

 

 

10am 

Worship  

Planning Team 

5:45pm 

Wednesday 

Evening  

Activities 

 Bulletin Announcements due 8 a.m. Thursday mornings. 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

 

 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

 

 

  1 - LeRoy Goertzen 

 Justin Graber 

  2 - Stan Schmidt 

 Dora Unruh 

  4 - Leah Unruh 

  5 - Natalie Church 

  6 - Richard Voth 

  8 - Art Schmidt 

  9 - Jerry Voth 

10 - Christian Graber

 Vatiken Unruh 

14 - Dwight Schmidt 

16 - Rodney Franz 

17 - Katherine Goerzen

 Isabelle Alderfer 

18 - Kristin Schmidt

 Sharon Unruh

 Austin Hiebert

 Aubrielle Francis

 Lydia Nickel 

19 - Kevin Nickel 

20 - Alice Schmidt

 Jessica Wulf  

20 - Taggert Schmidt

 Adriana Duerksen 

21 - Barb Abrahams

 David Wedel 

22 - Chris Schmidt

 Van Schmidt 

23 - Tara Duerksen

 Nancy Ediger

 Tara Cooprider  

       Jerry Graber 

 Carol Schroeder

 Linda Thiesen

 Laura Goerzen 

24 - Lynette Johnston 

25 - Jenny Goertzen

 Emma Cooprider 

26 - Dora Goerzen 

27 - Mae Frey 

 Andrew Seibel 

28 - Marcene Entz

 Stanley Ediger

 Kindra Goertzen 

 

B irt hdays  Anniv er s ar ies  

Fred & Brenda Schmidt Feb.   3,  42 yrs. 
 

Richard & Sharon Schroeder Feb. 21,  45 yrs. 
  

Patty Wiens & Tim Bechtle Feb. 23,  33 yrs. 
 

Elmer & Lynne Voth Feb. 26,  38 yrs.

 

12:30pm 

Staff Meeting 

 

 

Newsletter  

Items Due 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

 

 

9am 

Staff Meeting 
 

7pm 

Church Council 
 

 

AVDS @ Hesston College 

Kim’s Cartoon PicK 


