
Prayer Requests: 
 

 Western District Conference: Pray for fruitful ministry for our rural pastors and congregations. Pray for the Rural  
Ministry Seminar meeting on Saturday, January 24.   

 

 Mennonite Mission Network:  This year, MMN’s Mennonite Voluntary Service program is restructuring to respond to 
current realities. Pray for Nathan Penner and Neil Richer as they oversee this change, for the 11 congregations and 
communities that will be hosting larger service households, and for the 10 congregations and communities that will 
be closing their MVS units.  

 

 Mennonite Education Agency: Pray for students, faculty and staff at Mennonite schools this week as they honor 
Martin Luther King, Jr’s, legacy. May King’s life and teachings inspire each person to work for justice.    

 
The Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum's Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 18 at 2:30 pm 
at the Tabor Mennonite Church. There will be a short business meeting followed by a presentation by Peggy Goertzen, 
"Places of Historical Significance to Mennonites in Marion County."  Peggy is the Director of the Center for Mennonite 
Brethren Studies at Tabor College.  Faspa will follow.  
 
Service of Remembrance and Hope: A two-part service for those experiencing loss and grief is planned for 6 p.m. and 
7 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 22 at Prairie View Chapel, 1901 E. First St., in Newton, Kansas. Winter Solace: Seeking Our 
Source of Light begins at 6 p.m. with an indoor labyrinth experience as participants walk their prayers to God. At 7 p.m. 
Prairie View Chaplain Karen Andres will lead a worship service of remembrance and hope. Admission is free.             
For information, phone 800-992-6292 or see Prairie View News and Events at www.prairieview.org.  
 
Western District Conference: 
 

Join us in saying farewell to Gilberto Flores, Associate Conference Minister, as he retires from Western District  
Conference at the end of January.  A farewell service/faspa (light supper) will be held this coming Sunday, January 18  
at 5 pm at First Mennonite Church, Newton, KS.  
 

StoryTime at the Western District Conference Resource Library begins on Wed. Feb. 4 at 10 am.  Join in the fun 
and stories with Alisha Baughman.  Call 316-283-6300 to sign up your preschooler or for more information.   
 

Save the Date - The Mennonite Agri-Urban Banquet and annual meeting will be held Saturday, February 7, at 6 pm 
at Eden Mennonite Church. Everyone involved or interested in the Agri-Urban program is invited.  No signup is required. 
 

Welcome to Deborah and Doni!  Camp Mennoscah is happy to have Deborah Dimmick join us in the office and 
Doni Barr helping out with custodial and maintenance.  Doni has actually been helping us out for almost a year and  
Deborah just started at the beginning of January.  Both live in Murdock.  We're thrilled to have them as part of our staff!  
 
Mennonite Church USA: 
 

Challenge yourself and serve with Service Adventure! Invest a year to learn about God, life, and yourself, while serving 
others. Ages 17-20 can apply at MennoniteMission.net/Serve. Service Adventure is also looking for unit leaders.  Live 
with young adults and mentor them while they are growing and serving in the local community. 
   

Register now for PA 2015:  Already making summer plans?  Plan to attend Pennsylvania (PA) 2015, the 16
th
Assembly 

of MWC which will be held July 21-26, 2015 in Harrisburg, PA.  Where else can you worship and fellowship with  
thousands of Anabaptist Christians in an international gathering?  Come get inspired by the music of Zimbabwean  
and Kenyan choirs.  Learn about the global Church by visiting the Global Church Village.  Play or watch the Anabaptist 
World Cup soccer tournament.  Get to know others through Friendship Groups.  Take part in a service opportunity.   
See all that PA 2015 has to offer at https://www.mwc-cmm.org/pennsylvania-2015 
 
Hesston College: 
 

The Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series (AVDS) conference is Feb. 13-15 at Hesston College, "Overcoming 
Evil: Ordinary People Making a Difference." Keynote speaker Father John Dear, internationally known voice for peace 
and 2008 Nobel Peace Prize nominee, will lead participants to understand Biblical foundations for justice and the peace 
of Jesus to overcome the evil common to us all. Additional information/registration at www.hesston.edu/avds or call  
620-327-8109. Registration brochures are available in your church office, or register on-line.  
 

Nationally recognized artist Ted Swartz of Ted & Co. TheatreWorks brings the scriptures alive in "I'd Like to Buy an 
Enemy," a hilarious and poignant satire that explores peace, justice and the American way. The play is part of the 2015 
Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series (AVDS), Sat., February 14 at 7 p.m., Hesston Mennonite Church. Tickets are 
$12 or free with conference registration.  
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Bethel College: 
 

Jan. 18-19 – Bethel College's annual celebration of the life and legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. Sun., Jan. 18 
(today): excerpts from the documentary Freedom Riders, 3 p.m., Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center; 
discussion follows with Dr. Gretchen Eick of Friends University and Dr. Galyn Vesey. Mon., Jan. 19: program with   
members of Bethel’s Multicultural Student Union and keynote speaker Sarah Thompson, executive director of Christian 
Peacemaker Teams, 7 p.m., Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center 
 

Sat., Jan. 24 – An introduction to Centering Prayer, 3-5:30 p.m., Agape Center in the Richert House on the Bethel 
College campus. Leader is Laurinda Wade, Wichita, spiritual director and Centering Prayer retreat leader. Centering 
Prayer is drawn from an ancient form of Christian prayer that involves silence and contemplation. The workshop is free 
but organizers would appreciate some idea of numbers. Please contact Nathan Koontz, 2nathankoontz@gmail.com;   
Melanie Zuercher, mzuercher@bethelks.edu; or Karen Andres,davidkaren@powwwer.net. (For help locating Agape 
Center at Richert House, see www.bethelks.edu/why-bethel/location/campus-map/) 
 
The Life Enrichment program at Bethel College for spring semester 2015 begins on February 4 and ends on 
April 30. This program is designed especially for persons 60 and above. A brochures with details can be found on the 
bulletin board in the church foyer. 
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