
 

Tabor Church Calendar  

Anni v er s ar i es  

Eldon & Eva Pankratz January   7  9 yrs. 

 

Clifford & Pamela Bartel January 19  24 yrs. 

B i rt h day s  

 1 -  MacKenzie Redger 

 2 -  Angela Duerksen  

 Joy Goertzen    

 Kathryn Ingram 

  3 - Dave Kalinoff 

    Athena Funk 

  4 - Pamela Abrahams 

  5 - Irene Jantz   

        Quinli Unruh  

  6 - Carolyn Regier    

 Nathan Hall 

  8 - Shane Buller   

        Madelyn Lytle   

        Lee Ratzlaff 

10 - Justice Johnson 

12 - John Schmidt 

13 - Gayle Funk  

 Kristen Seibel  

15 - Janice Worthington   

 Drew Goerzen 

16 - Sharleen Francis   

 LaVerle Franzen    

 Shannon Friesen  

 Lila Harris  

16 - continued       

 Steve Janzen   

 Charlene Stoetzl   

      Nada Voth  

        Jackson Hiebert 

19 - Doyle Franzen   

        Virginia Voth   

21 - Walden Duerksen 

22 - Sarahanne Unruh 

23 - Donavon Schmidt   

        Darwin Funk 

24 - James Harris   

 Lois (O'Leary) Voth 

27 - Reed Friesen 

 Sharon Adrian 

28 - LaVerta Schmidt 

29 - Eleanora Goertzen   

 James Unruh   

 Carrie Unruh   

 Derek Goerzen  

 Kelli Willis 

30 - Jim Wills  

 Viola Schmidt 
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        Know Jesus  

(Jr. High) @ 

Hesston College 

 Bulletin Announcements due 8 a.m. Thursday mornings. 

 

 

Rural Ministry 

Seminar at 

Whitestone  

 

12pm 

Newton Lunch 

Bunch 

7pm 

Facilities  

Meeting 

 

5:45pm 

Wednesday 

Evening  

Activities 

 

 

 

 

6pm 

Prayer and  

Visioning 

 Retreat 

 

 
 

12pm 

Tabor Ladies 

Lunch Bunch 

 

 

Church offices 

closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

5:45pm 

Supper and 

Game Night 

 

 

   12:30pm 

Staff Meeting 

 

 

    9:30 am  

    Worship 

Ministry Reporting 

10:45 am CFF 

Noon -TMYF 

Fundraiser Meal 

 

5:45pm 

Wednesday 

Evening  

Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 9:30 am  

 Worship 

10:45am CFF 

2:30 pm 

Heritage Museum 

Annual Meeting 

 9:30 am  

 Worship 

10:45am CFF 

Noon-Fellowship 

Team Meets 

4pm -Chapel @ 

Bethesda 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

Communion 
 

10:45am CFF 

 

 

9am 

Staff Meeting 
 

7pm 

Church Council 

 

 

7pm 

Christian Ed 
 

Outreach Exec. 

 

   12:30pm 

Staff Meeting 

Tabor Serve @ Homeless Shelter 

 

5:45pm 

Wednesday 

Evening  

Activities 

 Pastor’s Week @ AMBS 

Phil’s Ponderings 
 

If you could only have one book of the Bible, what book would you choose 

and why?  
 

In response to a similar question, Darrell Johnson said this:  
 

If it ever became illegal in my part of the world, as it actually is in other 

places at this very moment, to own a complete copy of the Bible—and if  

the authorities, as an act of mercy, allowed me to possess just one book 

of the Bible for “personal” use—I would, without hesitation, keep the 

last. I would keep the book of Revelation. Why? Because no other book 

of the Bible presents the gospel as powerfully as the last book does.     

No other book of the Bible, in the face of all that threatens to undo us, 

proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ the way the last book does.1   
 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” That’s the title of the last letter in the 

New Testament. Unfortunately, in our current cultural climate, many people 

have misunderstood this powerful letter.  
 

A literal translation of the word “revelation” is “apocalypse,” which in our 

world means that something bad is about to happen: it’s the end of the 

world as we know it! But some better understandings of the word 

“apocalypse” are “unveiling,” “opening up,” or “breaking through.” “The 

Revelation of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 1:1a). This is a letter that discloses 

Jesus to our world. More dynamically, this is a letter that allows Jesus to 

break through into our world so that we can live as faithful followers of  

Jesus here and now.  
 

Over the next few months at Tabor (from January through April), we will 

be studying “The Revelation of Jesus Christ” together as a faith community. 

Revelation will guide our worship themes, Sunday sermons, and Wednesday 

evening Bible Study. So why spend so much time studying Revelation?  

Because “No other book of the Bible, in the face of all that threatens to   

undo us, proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ the way the last book 

does.”  Revelation is a letter centered completely on the powerful work of 

Jesus the Christ.  
 

    As we study Revelation together, I pray that we will all allow 

    Jesus to break in.  
 

    I wonder, if we do allow Jesus to more fully break in, what 

    will happen to us at Tabor Mennonite Church in 2015?  
 

               ~Pastor Phil 

 

 

 
————————-- 
1Johnson, Darrell W. (2004-06-01). Discipleship on the Edge: An Expository Journey 

through the Book of Revelation (p. 13). Regent College Publishing. Kindle Edition. 

       

 

Worship Themes  
 

Jan.  4 - Revelation:  
 Prologue     
 Revelation 1:1-8   
 Pastor Phil preaching 
  

Jan. 11 - Revelation:  
 Jesus Revealed    
 Revelation 1:9-20   
 Pastor Phil preaching 
  

Jan. 18 - Revelation:    
 Letters to the Churches  
 Revelation 2-3   
 Pastor Phil preaching  
         

Jan. 25 - Ministry Reporting Sunday
 Revelation 2-3   
 Church Commissions 
  
 
 

Adult Faith Formation  
 

Sunday Morning Faith Formation 
Group for Women: There will be 
a group forming to share reflections 
and join in discussion around the 
morning worship themes beginning 
January 4. This group will also spend 
time sharing and praying together for  
a variety of needs. The group will  
meet in  room 211 during the Faith  
Formation hour.  

Christmas Eve ~ Sharing the Light 



Staff Christmas Party at Phil and Mary’s. 

Christmas at Tabor  

Women and Girl’s Christmas Brunch 

Christmas Eve Service Christmas Day 

Packing Food Pantry Gift Boxes  

Night in the Barn 

Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
 

Jerry Schroeder was born April 27, 1939, the second of five children to Ed J. and Frieda Schmidt 

Schroeder. He grew up on a farm northwest of Goessel and attended a one room school for elementary 

studies, then graduated from Goessel High School in 1957.                
 

Jerry grew up in the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church family. In 1951 he memorized 500  Bible 

verses and got to attend Rural Bible Crusade Camp. He also received a Bible from them. He was   

baptized on May 24, 1953. 
 

Jerry had fond childhood memories of playing with his siblings Dennis, Analene (Klassen), Vera 

(Flaming), and Clyde. They enjoyed fishing, swimming, building farm toys, and playing sports.       

He was part of Goessel High School's state championship baseball team his senior year. 
 

After high school Jerry helped on the family farm and with the construction of the Goessel Co-op Station. He started 

working at Hay and Forage in Hesston in August 1957, and continued there for 45 years.  
 

Jerry met his future wife, Darlene, one summer day when she was out walking with cousins and he was cruising with 

his friend Lester Voth. Jerry and Darlene knew each other from school, but didn’t start dating until the summer of 

1958. With 1W service looming, Jerry and Darlene were married December 13, 1959 at Tabor Mennonite Church and 

left for service in Beatrice, NE on January 1, 1960, driving a 1957 hardtop Ford with all their belongings in the car. 

Their two years of service together was a memorable adventure with Jerry working as a hospital janitor and Darlene 

checking groceries at Safeway.  
 

A small house in Goessel became their first home when they returned from Nebraska and Jerry went back to his job    

at Hay and Forage. During this time Jerry officially joined Tabor Mennonite Church and enjoyed working with the 

electrical sound system for many years. He also served as a trustee. 
 

Two children were born to Jerry and Darlene, daughters Denise Annette in 1963 and Jennifer Elaine in 1967. They 

moved from town to a home south west of Goessel, then later to a 5-acre farm north on K-15 Highway. In 1978 Jerry 

and Darlene moved again, to a 20-acre farm just one mile north of Goessel, where he spent the rest of his life. 
 

Jerry loved to spend time with his family camping, fishing, playing sports, and raising livestock. Using his Hay and 

Forage experience, Jerry started a thriving custom hay harvesting business, providing service to neighbors and friends 

near and far.  Though busy with family, farm, and work, Jerry still found time for music in his life. Some of Jerry's 

other interests and hobbies included restoring farm equipment, collecting farm toys, and square dancing with Darlene.  
 

Grandchildren were a very important part of Jerry's life and he was proud of each and every one. Daughter Denise married 

Rick Woelk and they brought three children into the family, Garrett, Aaron, and Jasmine, as well as three exchange 

students, Christian, Nikolas, and Dominik. Daughter Jennifer married Harold Stultz and they had four children, Grady, 

Cameron, Keenan, and Shelbi. 
 

Jerry's life revolved around his family, faith, and work. He always had a ready smile and a twinkle in his eye. He rarely 

met a problem he couldn't solve and enjoyed the challenge of fixing farm equipment. In recent years, when health 

problems brought difficulties to his life, Jerry prayed fervently to God for healing, help, and protection for his family. 

Sadly, the "Hay maker" went home to his Heavenly Maker much sooner than anyone expected. We will all miss him. 

Grace’s Goodies 
Eggnog French Toast Bake with Cranberries 

Served at December staff meeting. 

3/4th cup brown sugar 
6 Tbs butter 
1 Tbs corn syrup 
6 eggs 
2 1/2 cups eggnog  
1 tsp vanilla  

1/4 tsp nutmeg 
1 tsp cinnamon 
10-12 slices Texas Toast (cut into pieces) 
1/2 cup fresh cranberries 
powdered sugar 

Lightly grease 9x12 baking dish. Heat brown sugar, butter and corn syrup in small sauce pan over 
medium heat stirring occasionally and remove from heat when mixture begins to boil. Pour into       
prepared pan and place bread on top. In medium bowl whisk together the eggs and eggnog. Stir in  
the cinnamon, nutmeg and vanilla. Pour mixture over bread. Cover and refrigerate at least 6 hours    
or overnight. Remove from refrigerator. Heat oven to 375 degrees. Uncover, sprinkle with cranberries 
and bake for 35 to 40 min. Sprinkle with powdered sugar and serve with maple syrup. 


