
Phil’s Ponderings 
 

One of my Lenten practices this year has been to daily pray through         

Take Our Moments and Our Days: An Anabaptist Prayer Book, Volume 2.1 

While I have missed some days, this practice has been enriching and life-

giving because it centers my focus and attention on Jesus.  
 

The key scripture passage that is repeated each day is 1 Peter 2:21-24: 
 

For to this you have been called,  

because Christ also suffered for you,  

leaving you an example, 

so that you should follow in his steps. 
“He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; 

when he suffered, he did not threaten; 

but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.  

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,  

so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; 

by his wounds you have been healed.  
 

This passage of scripture focuses my attention on how Jesus lived as the   

lamb of God, and it also teaches me how to live as a follower of Jesus, the 

lamb. I am to seek to live without sin and without deceit. When I am abused,  

I am not to return abuse. When I suffer, I am not to threaten. I am always to 

entrust myself to God, who judges justly.  
 

This passage also fits well with our Revelation study. Revelation is a letter 

that focuses our attention on Jesus, the lamb at the center of the throne. Our 

constant encouragement as we have studied Revelation is to “follow the lamb 

wherever he goes” (Revelation 14:4) and live like the lamb wherever we go. 

Jesus leads us beyond death into new life. Jesus helps us live into God’s        

in-breaking kingdom here and now. Jesus instills us with hope for eternal life 

in restored creation, the new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21:1).  
 

My prayer for our community as we enter into Holy Week and the Easter  

Season is that we would constantly and unashamedly center ourselves on   

Jesus, on how he lived, and on how he invites us to live today. All the while, 

may we pray for the coming of God’s reign.  

Please join me: Our Father in Heaven… 
 

               ~Pastor Phil  

 
1I encourage each of you to get copies of the Anabaptist Prayer books to use for personal,    

family, and community prayer times.  

Sunday Worship Themes  
 

 

April  2 - Holy Week Meal & Service

 Communion & Stations of the Cross  
 

April   5 - Easter Sunday 

 Revelation: God’s Victory:  

 New Heaven and New Earth 

 Revelation 19-21 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

April 12 - Youth Sunday 
  

April 19 - Revelation: Epilogue 

 Revelation 22 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

April 26 - Revelation: Overview 

 Revelation 1-22 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

 

 

Faith Formation this Spring 
 

 

April 5 - No Faith Formation 
 

April (12, 19, 26)  - High School 

 through Adults will focus on 

 the 12 Scriptures Project in their 

 respective classrooms. 

 

May - High School through Adults 

 will meet together to discern 

 Tabor’s 12 Scriptures.     
 

 

from the staff... 
 

Phil’s Ponderings ------------------- p. 1 

Rosie’s Reflections ----------------- p. 2 

Digging Deeper with Doug ------- p. 2 

Grace’s Goodies -------------------- p. 3 

Kim’s Cartoon PicK --------------- p. 2 

 

 

 The Season of Lent 



Rosie’s Reflections 
 

What does it mean to be purposeful? According to the thesaurus on my     

computer, other words that mean the same thing are focused, determined,    
decisive, resolute, and so on. So when Mennonite Church USA (MC USA) 

came out with a “Purposeful Plan” for the church in 2011, they were deliberate 

in developing a plan that “outlines our dreams and vision for God’s mission 

breaking forth across the church.” They invited congregations, conferences 

and many others across the Mennonite church to join in their planning.  
 

Tabor’s Commission on Education also put together a plan in 2011, with the 

stated purpose “to join in bringing Tabor’s vision of hospitality, healing and 

hope to fruition by seeking to provide opportunities for spiritual growth.” 

One of the ways Tabor strives to provide opportunities for spiritual growth is 

planning for the Sunday morning Faith Formation hour. During April and 

May, we are providing an exciting opportunity for everyone (high school age 

and up) to join in completing the 12 Scriptures Project we began in 2013. 

Since our journey through the Bible in 2013-14, we are excited to see new 

scriptures emerge in addition to the work we did on this project in 2013.  
 

The schedule for April and May: 

April – everyone will remain in their current class setting to discern the 12 

most important scriptures for the Tabor community based on our context,   

mission and values.  

May – all classes will come together to share the scriptures that your class  

discerned together.    
 

By the end of May our goal is to have 12 scriptures discerned that are central 

to Tabor’s vision and mission. These 12 texts will be the inspiration for our 

preaching and teaching beginning in June. We also hope that these texts will 

inspire you to use your creativity in writing songs, dramas and preparing    

visuals that will keep these scriptures alive and in front of the congregation.  
 

Questions to keep in mind as we go through this important process together are: 

How will these 12 scriptures demonstrate Tabor’s vision and mission?       

How will they be a visible sign that points to Jesus as the center of our faith? 

How will we be formed, shaped and renewed as a community of faith?      

How will God burst into our congregation and bring us life anew?  

I invited you to join me in praying for an invigorating time of discernment 

together.  
 

               ~Pastor Rosie 
 

Digging Deeper with Doug 
 

Nine youth, sponsor Janna Duerksen, and I trekked to High School Snow 

Camp II, March 13-15. The TMYF Worship Band led the worship music and 

Vania Windsor from Buhler Mennonite, provided inspiring inputs. The topic 

was “Thrive! . . . Don’t Just Survive.”  One of the most compelling stories that 

Vania used was an old one worth repeating, known as The Eagle and the 
Chickens.  It seemed especially appropriate as youth think about what they 

want to do with their lives. Vania introduced the story with the following 

scripture from Jeremiah 29:11:  
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,"   declares the LORD, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Dates To Remember 

 

April 10-12: Men and Boys Retreat  
 Pastor Phil Speaker 
 

April 11: WDC Reference Council 
 

April17-18: Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale 
 

April 26: Community Fundraiser for 
 Camp WaShunGa 
 

June 14: Song on the Lawn 
 

June 30-July 5: Mennonite Church USA  
 Convention 
 

July 21-26: Mennonite World Conference 
 

Oct. 30-31: Western District Conference  
 Annual Assembly 
 

See announcements or bulletin board for details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim’s Cartoon PicK 



Following is my attempt to retell the story: 
 

Once, a landowner who lived near a forest found a young eagle on the ground.  

Since he could not seem to locate its nest, he took it home and put it in his  

barnyard. The eagle soon learned to eat chicken feed and to behave like a 

chicken. One day, a hiker passed through, noticed the strange setup and asked 

the owner why an eagle, the king of all birds, was living in a barnyard with 

chickens. “Since I have given it chicken feed and treated it like a chicken, it has 

never learned to fly,” replied the owner. “It behaves as chickens behave, as this 

is all it knows.” “Still,” replied the hiker, “it has the heart of an eagle and can 

surely be taught to fly.” After talking it over, the owner agreed to let the hiker 

try to convince the eagle what it was meant to be. Gently, the hiker took the 

eagle in his arms and said, “You are an eagle, the king of all birds. Stretch forth 

your wings and fly.” The eagle, however, seemed confused, and seeing the 

chickens eating their feed, jumped down to be with them. Undismayed, the  

hiker took the eagle up on the roof of the house and urged him, “You are an 

eagle, the king of all birds. Stretch forth your wings and fly.” But the eagle 

seemed to be afraid and jumped down to the barnyard. So the hiker took the 

eagle out of the barnyard to a high mountain. There, he held the bird high above 

him and encouraged him again with a loud voice, saying, “You are an eagle, the 

king of all birds. You belong to the sky. You belong to the wind. Stretch forth 

your wings now, and fly.” The eagle looked around, back toward the barnyard 

and up to the sky. He felt the wind in his face and the warmth of the sun on his 

feathers. Slowly he stretched his wings. Then at last, with a triumphant cry, he 

soared away into the heavens. 
 

May we seek God’s plans for our lives so that we might both soar and thrive! 
 

               ~Pastor Doug 
  

 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace’s Goodies  

 

Fried Corn Meal Mush 
Served at March staff meeting. 

 

3 cups water 

Bring to boil in heavy sauce pan or top of double boiler.      

  (I use double boiler).   
 

Combine and stir in:  

1 cup cold water 

1 cup corn meal  

1 tsp. salt 

1/4 cup flour 

Stir constantly as mush thickens. A wire whisk works well.  

Cook 30 min. covered, on very low heat or over hot water.  
 

Pour into lightly greased loaf pan and refrigerate overnight or until set.   

Unmold and cut into 1/4 to 1/2 inch thick slices. 

Fry in well greased skillet until golden brown on both sides.  

Serve with honey or maple syrup. 

Good served with sausage . 

TMYF Trip to Snow Camp 



    Marriage 
       Moment 

Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
 

Willlis Roy Goerzen was born on May 3, 1930 to Jake J. and  

Sarah Schroeder Goerzen at Bethesda Hospital, Goessel. He lived  

all his growing up years on the family farm in rural Newton. He  

attended his first 8 years of school at Emmenthal country school 

and then Goessel High School where he graduated in 1949. He  

was very involved in the work needed on the farm throughout his  

young life as well as later after he was married. 
 

He attended Tabor Mennonite Church and was baptized on his confession of faith 

on May 16, 1948 by Rev. H. B. Schmidt. Attendance at church and his faith were 

very important to him. 
 

He met Thelma Fae Unruh and had his first date in October of 1949. They dated 

for two years and were married on September 9, 1951 at Tabor Mennonite Church. 

Willis worked on the farm along side his father for the first few years of marriage, 

and then started working at a dairy farm owned by the Driers, north of Newton. He 

and Thelma lived in a "travel trailer" on the dairy farm until February 1952, at 

which time they moved into a small house that was moved onto the home place 

with Willis' parents. They lived in that house until 1958 at which time they built a 

house in Newton and moved there.    
 

He started working at Graber’s Plumbing and Heating in 1955 and worked there 

until 1995 when he retired. He continued to do many "jobs" for his own family as 

well as other relatives and friends long after his retirement. He rarely said no to 

anyone who asked for his help. He was so knowledgeable of carpentry, electrical, 

plumbing, concrete, and almost anything that had to do with construction of a 

home. Of course he was so gifted in heating and air conditioning which were his 

primary focus most of his working career. Venita and Bryan would not have the 

homes they have today if it had not been for their dad Willis! 
 

After retirement from Graber’s, Willis served as a transporter of residents to doctor 

appointments, etc, for Bethesda Home. He did this for 14 years. He really enjoyed 

this and the residents also enjoyed the way that he cared for them and took care of 

them while driving them to and from Bethesda.    
 

Willis worked but he also played. He loved sports and would go to professional 

basketball games and baseball games and always would take his family. When      

it came to work or play, Willis and Thelma did everything together. Thelma was   

his "right hand man". Whether it was cutting fire wood or helping with any of his 

construction jobs, Thelma was always there. It was important to Willis to have   

her there. 
 

Willis was very involved in the lives of his children as they grew up, attended 

school functions and spent time with them as a family. Family vacations were very 

important to him and he made them a lot of fun for all! He did the same when it 

came to his grandchildren. He attended all of their school functions that he could 

and since all of them played basketball during their high school years, he attended 

many games. He was also a grandfather that played with his grandchildren and 

always made each one of them feel very special. 
 

He started to have health problems in 2004, bladder cancer, left hip replacement, 

left knee replacement, multiple myeloma and then bladder cancer resurfaced in 

2014. He ended up in the hospital with pneumonia in December 2014 and then 
spent some time at Bethesda Home. After that he decided no more treatment and 

that he would spend as much time as he had at home with Thelma. Willis was able 

to die peacefully at home with Thelma on Thursday, February 12, 2015, where he 

always had wanted to be. Home was so important to him! 

Here is our monthly marriage     
moment: a meaningful memento    
to married couples to make your 
marriages marvelous!  
 

Healthy communication leads to 
healthy marriage relationships.  
Two key aspects of healthy       
communication are assertiveness 
and active listening. Last month,  
we focused on assertiveness. This 
month, let’s focus on active listening.  
 

“Active listening is the ability to let 
your partner know you understand 
them by restating their message.”

2 

Good communication is a two-way 
process. Active listening is about 
hearing what your partner says, 
what they mean, and how they feel 
so that you can repeat/summarize 
back to him/her. Active listening 
uses much more than one’s ears: 
eye contact, body posture, and 
touch are all key aspects of active 
listening. Active listening helps your 
partner feel valued because you are 
putting in the effort to make sure 
they feel heard.  
 

One example of active listening:     
“I hear you saying that you would 
like to spend more quality time   
together. One great way to do this 
is by going on dates. Did I hear you 
correctly? Is there anything you 
would like to add?” 
 

Marriage Challenge: Incorporate 
active listening into your everyday 
communication with your spouse, 
and then note how it affects the way 
that you relate to one another.  
 

With a little work, you too can make 
your marriage marvelous ☺. 
        

                  ~Pastor Phil 
 
2Prepare & Enrich Couples Workbook 
with Biblical References, 3 
(www.prepare-enrich.com). 


