
Phil’s Ponderings 
 

“On the Horizon” 
 

I love looking to the horizon, whether I’m driving to Colorado searching the horizon 

for the first glimpse of the mountains, jogging on Chisholm Trail and looking 

around at God’s beautiful creation, or standing in my back yard and watching 

another beautiful Kansas sunset. I love looking to the horizon because it invites 

me to think ahead, to think about what is beyond my present circumstances.  
 

At Tabor, we have many opportunities on the horizon.  
 

We are currently journeying as a community through the 12 Scriptures Project.       

On the horizon, we have the opportunity to name 12 Scriptures that are  

foundational and formational for our faith community. These 12 Scriptures have 

the possibility of leading us forward into the future full of faith and hope.  
 

We are continuing the process of discerning a facilities project. With the strong    

affirmation of the congregation, we have continued the facilities conversation in 

church council where we have received a revised proposal, participated in fruitful 

conversation, and experienced unity in Spirit. On the horizon, we have opportunity   

to discuss the new proposal in a healthy way. Furthermore, we have opportunity 
to affirm a proposal, move forward in faith, and give generously out of what God 

has already graciously poured into our lives. A facilities project has the possibility 

of bringing us into closer relationships as a community as we work together and 

raise funds together. Furthermore, drawing closer together also has the possibility 

of leading us more fully into God’s missional movement in our community and 

around the world.  
 

We are also in the midst of searching for a new Associate Pastor. Pastor Doug has 

done a wonderful job connecting with youth and encouraging many people to use 

their gifts, especially in relation to music. We will be sad to see Doug (and Jude) 

go. Yet their departure also opens up new opportunities on the horizon. On the 

horizon, we have an opportunity to hire a new Associate Pastor to impact the 

lives of Tabor youth and to share his or her ministry gifts in our community.   

Hiring a new Associate  Pastor has the possibility of bringing new vision and  

energy to our youth ministry and beyond. And, with so many children connecting 

to Tabor on Sundays and Wednesdays, I look  

forward to what God will do in our community 

through those connected to children’s and youth 

ministry.  
 

Tabor Church Family, we have so many          

exciting opportunities on the horizon. I hope     

and pray that we will keep our hearts tuned         

to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit as we keep  

our eyes focused on Jesus and as we journey   

toward God’s kingdom horizons in faith.  
 

           ~Pastor Phil  

Sunday Worship Themes  
 

 

May  3 - What is an Anabaptist 

 Christian? 

 Jesus is the Center of our Faith    
 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

May 10 - What is an Anabaptist 

 Christian?  Community is the 

 Center  of our Lives 
 Pastor Rosie preaching 
 

May 17 - What is an Anabaptist 

 Christian?  Reconciliation is 

 the Center of our Work 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
  

May 24 - Pentecost:  

 Fruit of the Spirit 

 Galatians 5:16-26 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

May 31 - Singing God’s Story 
   
 

 

 

Faith Formation this Spring 

 

May - High School through Adults 

 will meet together to discern 

 Tabor’s 12 Scriptures.   
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Celebrating the Resurrection at Tabor  



 

  Hello, Tabor!  I have  

  enjoyed getting to know  

  some of you all over the 

past couple months . . . and have appreciated being at a 

country church again. I grew up in the mountains near  

Harrisonburg, VA and came out to Kansas to attend 

Hesston College. After finishing my degree at Eastern 

Mennonite University, I decided that I liked Kansas well 

enough to come back! I work as a nurse for Dr. Unruh in both our Hesston and 

Hillsboro offices. For about a year I have been living with three other young 

women in Newton, where we celebrate daily life and have also been known to 

throw a fun Epiphany party or murder mystery dinner. I enjoy sewing scrubs, 

quilting, trying to garden, contra dancing, and learning about other cultures. I'm a 

better listener than I am talker, so come tell me your stories - I'd love to hear them!  
 

              ~Erica Stoltzfus 
 

Reverend Rosie’s Reflections 
 

What does it mean to tend our faith? Tending means keeping an eye on things, 

taking care of, or cultivating something. This takes practice, time and patience. 

At Tabor we offer opportunities that encourage us to be intentional about tending 

our faith. We offer Sunday school class beginning with the two year olds. 

Even the children’s story time during the worship service is a time for nurturing 

faith. Parents begin tending to the faith of their children the day they are born 

by whispering prayers and singing hymns as lullabies. I can still hear my mom 

singing the old hymns, and they’ve stuck with me for 60+ years. I’m convinced 

that the faith process begins forming early. 
 

This year the Christian Education team has a goal to raise awareness about 

“the art of spiritual grandparenting.” In her book, “Please Pass the Faith,”  

Elsie H. Rempel says it is critical for adults to be more proactive in affirming 

and blessing the grandchildren, whether their own or others in the congregation.  

She contends that it is vital not only to the children’s spiritual health, but also 

to the health and wellbeing of the congregation (p.22).  What would it look 

like for Tabor’s grandparents (young and older) to be spiritual grandparents 

for the children? Many children have grandparents close by, but others don’t 

see their grandparents very often. Maybe there are some grandparents that have 

the “empty lap” syndrome, meaning they have room for a spiritual grandchild. 

Having a spiritual grandchild would fill a need for both grandparent and child. 

How might this nurture intergenerational harmony at Tabor and in the community? 

Let me know what you think and we’ll throw your ideas into our Christian 

Education think tank.         ~Pastor Rosie 

 

    Marriage 
       Moment 

Here is our monthly marriage moment:          
a meaningful memento to married couples   
to make your marriages marvelous!  
 

According to John Gottman, marriage      
researcher, successful marriages are 
those that embrace the “Golden Ratio.” 
Even in times of stress, these relationships 
have at least seven positive moments for 
every negative moment. However, in times 
of calm, the ratio is more like twenty to one.  
 

A positive moment is anything that builds   
up the relationship: a wink, a hug, a         
comment of appreciation, and so much 
more. A negative moment is anything 
that tears down the relationship: an     
eye-roll, refusing affection, a critical  
comment, and so on.  
 

Marriage Challenge: Seek to build up 
your relationship often and in as many 
different ways as you can think of. In 
these ways, you will be crediting your 
“love bank,” which will help you get 
through the difficult times as well.  
 

With a little work, you too can make your 
marriage marvelous ☺. 
 

       ~Pastor Phil 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace’s Goodies  
Colorful Chicken Croissants 

Sandwich season is coming up. This is my 

favorite sandwich, other than bologna ☺.  

-Grace 
 

2 c cubed cooked chicken breasts 

1/4 cup diced celery 

1/4 cup golden raisins 

1/4 cup dried cranberries 

1/4 cup sliced almonds 

3/4 cup Mayonnaise 

2 TBS chopped red onion 

1/4 tsp salt, optional 

1/4 tsp. pepper 

4 large or 8 small croissants, split 
 

In bowl combine the first nine  

ingredients.  

Spoon into split croissants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim’s Cartoon PicK 



Digging Deeper with Doug 
 

This past month the TMYF signed up to serve a meal at the Harvey County 

Homeless Shelter (HCHS). This was our first time as a youth group at the new 

facility on the Youthville Campus in Newton. I went a few days early to check 

out the setup. Overall, this new facility seems to be a tremendous upgrade, but 

one concern I had was the size of the kitchen and the serving window. In the 

old facility, there was a long serving buffet and 4 or 5 youth could each serve 

one part of the meal and have a chance to interact with residents. This had   

always been a powerful part of the experience. In the new facility the serving 

window is maybe three feet wide and only one or two people can act as servers.  

So I turned this event over to God and figured the youth would at least get a 

general feel for the ministry of the homeless shelter. Sort of a “service-lite” 

experience. But God had different plans. Serving the meal went as expected 

without much interaction. And, by the time we were finished serving, many of 

the residents were done and had moved out of the dining area. So, I was talking 

with Dawn, the staff person in charge for the evening and telling her we were 

ready for her follow up talk to tell us a bit about homeless ministry. In my heart 

I was hoping for something very inspiring. Dawn said that she was ready for a 

chat with the group but shared that she had had a very hard day and was exhausted. 

That’s when I saw some of our youth carrying luggage and bags down the hall 

and outside. There had been a call for help with moving a resident’s belongings 

to a vehicle, so most all of the youth had 

jumped in to help. This took a while and 

when all was loaded there was a lot of 

hugging and encouragement to the   

departing resident from those who      

remained. As the departing resident drove 

away we circled up with the TMYF and 

Dawn on the lawn just outside the shelter. 

It was a gorgeous spring evening. To my 

delight, in spite of her exhaustion, Dawn could have been a motivational speaker at 

a youth convention! She has a PASSION for homeless ministry. She told us 

that the person who just departed was a success story and worthy of celebration. 

She let us know that because the HCHS doesn’t take government funding, only 

private funds mostly from churches, she could share her Christian testimony 

and God’s love with the residents every day. Two residents had just spontaneously 

joined our circle and they both confirmed that Dawn did indeed share God’s 

word every day, whether they thought they needed it or not! We then heard 

personal stories and testimonies from these residents who had joined us and 

how important the shelter was to them. We continued with many questions 

from the youth about the shelter’s ministry and heard about the challenges and 

joys that go with it. To my surprise and delight, this event ended up being one 

of the more powerful service nights the TMYF has done. This evening reminded 

me again why youth have often said over the years, “When we do service, we 

see God.”             ~Pastor Doug 

 

Children’s Summer Faith Formation 
 

Children, do you enjoy being outside?  Join us this summer to hear Bible stories 

about God's incredible creation.  We will spend time experiencing wonderful 

outdoors, too. 
 

Adults of all ages:  You are invited to join us!  Come share your gifts with the 

children by telling Bible stories, leading crafts and games, and being present 

with them.  Get to know Tabor's children and pass along the love of God! 

 

Middle School 
 

Goessel Middle School 
May 19, 7:00 p.m. 

Layci Froese 
Justice Johnson 
Audessi Unruh 

 

High School 
 

Goessel High School 
May 16, 4:00 p.m. 

Sarah Booth 
Kellen Froese 
Benedikt Heyl 
Maxine Keyse 

 

Peabody High School 
May 17, 4:00 p.m. 

Tracy Henry 
 

College 
 

Bethel College 
May 17  

Michelle Unruh 
 

Goshen College 
April 26 

Leah Unruh 
 

Tabor College 
May 23 

Kathleen Bair 
 

 Kansas State University 
May 16 

Shelby Unruh 
 

University of Kansas  
School of Pharmacy 

May 17 
Grace Unruh 

 

Seminary 
 

Anabaptist Mennonite  
Biblical Seminary 

May 23 
Katherine Goerzen 

Peter Goerzen 



 

Memorial Services 

-Kenneth Schmidt  ~ October 10, 1934 - April 22, 2014 

-Esther Penner  ~ December 7, 1921 - September 17, 2014 

-Rita Sperry    ~ August 4, 1945 - October 20, 2014 

-Jerry Schroeder ~ April 27, 1939 - December 6, 2014 

-Graham Schmidt  ~ June 12, 1979 - December 15, 2014 

-Arthur Goertz     ~  August 18, 1916 - December 20, 2014 

-Willis Goerzen     ~  May 3, 1930 - February 12, 2015 

-LeRoy Ratzlaff  ~ January 8, 1924 - February 19, 2015 

-Janice Schmidt  ~ January 15, 1951 - February 25, 2015 

In Loving Memory 

              

 Sunday,  May 24,   7:30 p.m. ~   

Goessel Mennonite Cemetery 

 Monday, May 25, 10:00 a.m. ~            

Tabor Mennonite Cemetery 

 Monday, May 25, 11:00 a.m. ~               

Alexanderwohl Mennonite Cemetery 

Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
 

LeRoy James Ratzlaff was born January 8, 1924, to John J. and Mary (Enns) Ratzlaff at      

Bethesda Hospital, Goessel. Welcoming him were four brothers: Wilbur, Arlo, John, & Orick. 
 

He attended Gordon Grade School, rural Goessel and Goessel High School, graduating in 1943. 
 

He was baptized upon his confession of faith on May 24, 1942 at the Alexanderwohl Mennonite 

Church, Goessel. 
 

Lee was drafted into 1-W Service in 1944 and was placed in North Fork, CA. After his 1-W 

Service, he came home and “tied the knot” with a very patient Viola Schmidt. They were married 

on October 28, 1946 - a Monday night. He worked for his Dad in the family business - 

Ratzlaff Motor Co. In March of 1948, Lee’s Hi-Way Service Station was birthed. In August of that year, Stephanie 

was born. Then came Francine in 1951, Sidney in 1953, and Madelyn in 1958 - on Lee’s 34th birthday! 
 

LeRoy sold Lee’s Hi-Way Service in 1970; he was tired of being his “own boss”! He then worked for Irv Schroeder 

Country Motors until 1973, when he decided he’d had enough of working for someone else! Ratzlaff Automotive 

opened on Main Street in Goessel in September of 1973. Lots of blood sweat and tears, but NO MORE pumping gas! 
 

Life was busy and God was good . . . God granted them good health. Things took a turn when, in March of 2004,  

Viola was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. Lee was 80 by then and still working full time. The choice was made to sell 

the business and stay home and care for his wife.  
 

In September of 2008 Lee became very ill and spent months in the hospital and rehab in Showalter Villa. Viola     

entered Bethesda Home at that time. In December 2011 it was discovered that he had heart issues, so after many trips 

to KU Med Center, he had open heart surgery. It was decided he should enter Bethesda.  
 

Life became quite routine at Bethesda. Lee and Viola spent as much time as they possibly could just being together, 

long after Viola ceased to recognize Lee. Everyone at the home was touched by the unconditional love he showered on 

her!! 
 

On March 21, 2014, Lee fell and broke his hip. While in the hospital, Viola began the dying process. They allowed an 

early release and he was able to sit by her as she passed away. She died on March 27, 2014. 
 

Lee got the knee surgery he wanted on August 14, 2014 and things spiraled downhill from there. In November of 2014 

he began to declined rapidly. He passed away peacefully on February 19, 2015, on what WOULD have been Viola’s 

90th birthday! 
 

Preceding him in death were his parents, brothers Wilbur, Arlo, John and Orick, grandsons Christopher Harvey and 

Chadwin Duerksen, and Great-Granddaughter Nealy Shae Duerksen. Survivors include his sister-in-law Cora Schmidt 

and his loving family. 

 


