
Prayer Requests: 
 

 Western District Conference: Pray God’s blessing for Rosie Jantz, who will be ordained as a pastor at Tabor      
Mennonite Church this afternoon at 3 PM.   

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Nancy Frey and Bruce Yoder of Mennonite Mission Network request prayer for      
Mennonite Church members in Sidi, Burkina Faso, where village leaders withhold land to punish Christians. Pray  
for resolution and that Christians would be able to grow food for their families on the land. 

  

 Mennonite Education Agency: Restorative justice is "taking off" in settings at home and abroad. Pray for Eastern 
Mennonite University educators who are specialists in the field as they network and equip those with new        
awareness and openness to alternatives to criminal justice systems.  

 
 
Are you ages 10-14 yrs. and looking for a fun, constructive way to spend your summer? Bethesda will be starting   
a Junior Volunteer Program this summer. A number of opportunities for volunteers will be offered, with kids choosing  
the activities in which they would like to be involved. Volunteer by yourself or with a friend, and choose to volunteer one, 
two, or three hours per week. Volunteers will work alongside a staff member. Learn what volunteerism is all about, and    
enjoy giving of yourself this summer! Contact Gayle Voth,    Activities Director, for more information. Bethesda Home-- 
367-2291 
 
Western District Conference: 
 

Faith Formation experts from across Mennonite Church USA will be speaking at the Anabaptist Faith Formation Launch 
June 12-13.  Breakout session topics include:  group spiritual formation, technology and social media, labyrinths, youth 
and young adults, the Bible, silence, daily life, aging in the Spirit, new faith formation resources, teaching preparation, 
children and families, the arts, and music.  Register at: http://mennowdc.org/anabaptist-faith-formation-launch/ by May 29. 
 
All aboard for summer fun at the WDC Resource Library!  Story time is a fun, free activity and a wonderful way for 
parents/grandparents to bond with children while having delightful book adventures. Enroll your children ages 3-8 for story 
time now - call/email 316-283-6300; crlib@mennowdc.org.  Dates/times:  Wednesdays, June 17-24, July 8-29 at 9:30 am.  
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Church Organizes Summer Lunch Program for Children in Community 
 

As a new pastor to this town, I decided to visit with the city leaders to find out where the gaps were that a church 
might fill. The mayor and school counselors and superintendent gave our church many ideas of how we could 
plug the gaps in our community. They encouraged us to take care of the poor in town and work with the children.  
After hearing the needs, I made a list of all the possible ways our church could be in mission to our community.   
It turned into 3 pages of ideas. We met as a congregation to hear the ideas and dream together about what     
we wanted to do. More ideas were added to the list. We left that meeting encouraged to pray for ten days for 
discernment about what God wanted us to be doing. Ten days later we gathered again as a "dream team" and 
each individual marked with sticky dots their top three projects. It became visually clear what projects to pursue. 
 

I took those projects and began to do the research required to pursue them. We wanted to provide food for the 
children during the summer. Over 200 children receive free or reduced lunches during the school year. Those 
financial needs do not disappear during the summer. So we decided to work with the Kansas Food Bank to provide 
nutritionally-balanced meals every noon hour Monday thru Friday. It would cost more than our congregation 
could handle by ourselves. So I wrote for grants. We are grateful that the WDC "Loaves and Fishes" Grant  
came through with $500. A church member went door-to-door to the businesses in town asking for sup-
port.   The newspaper wrote an article about our project. Now every day the mail contains a check supporting 
what has become our city-wide project.   
 

We look forward to serving the at-risk children of our community in our church this summer! 
 

              --submitted by Pastor Norma Duerksen, Trinity Mennonite Church, Hillsboro, KS 

tel:316-283-6300
mailto:crlib@mennowdc.org


Camp Mennoscah: 
Kitchen helpers are needed for June 7-13, June 21-27, and July 26-31.  Head cooks (with volunteer stipend or camper 
discount) needed for June 29-July 2 and July 5-9.  A nurse (with volunteer stipend or camper discount) is needed for July 
5-9.  Come be a part of the fun!  Free camp tee shirt offered.  Contact us at 620-297-3290.  We can't wait to see you this 
summer! 
 

Camp Sing!  The 2015 Camp Mennoscah Camp Sing will be August 9 at 6pm at Grace Hill Mennonite Church.  
Mark your calendars, practice your camp songs, and start counting down the days!Are you interested in hearing about 
how Jesus and the Bible inform how we do Anabaptist faith formation?   
 
Mennonite World Conference: This July, let the world come to you!  Mennonite World Conference's global     
Assembly (July 21-26 in Harrisburg, PA) will feature the Global Church Village with displays of life and culture from    
Anabaptist communities around the world.  Come for a day or a week and soak in music, dance, drama, storytelling,   
and so much more!  More info at mwc-cmm.org/pa2015. 
 
Help Wanted:  Mennonite Mission Network is looking to fill a few final positions in three of our programs for this fall.  
Apply by June 1. For more info, contact JohnM@MennoniteMission.net. 

 

Service Adventure Unit Leaders: Live in a unit house with a small group of youth and offer support as they serve   
and live in Christian community. Positions open in Albany, Oregon and Albuquerque, N.M. Age: 24+, term: 2 years. 
 

Journey International: Grow spiritually, learn passionately, and serve in Indonesia as a teacher or digital media     
content creator. Ages 18-27, term: 1 year.  
 

Mennonite Voluntary Service: Serve, live, and grow in places like Chicago, Madison, San Antonio, and Kansas City. 
Age: 20+, term: 1-2 years.   

 
Mennonite Disaster Service has an urgent need for volunteers, May 24 - June 18. All skill levels are welcome. 
Please consider coming to Pilger, Nebraska, for one day or more, or consider a week or longer. Your efforts will help  
four families who survived the June 2014 tornado get back home by the end of the summer. Meals and overnight       
accommodations are provided for volunteers. To schedule, or for more information, phone (800) 241-8111. See bulletin 
board for more information. 
 
Bethel College:  
  

Today – Sunday-Afternoon-at-the-Museum program, 3 p.m., Kauffman Museum. Annette LeZotte, museum     
director,  and Rachel Pannabecker, curatorial consultant, will share community reactions to and interactions with the 
special exhibit “Sorting Out Race”; closing day of the exhibit, which will travel to museums around the country. 
 

Bethel College Alumni Weekend this year is June 5-7 on campus, including the Alumni Banquet and recognition 
of the 2014 Outstanding Alumnus and Distinguished Achievement Award winner. Complete schedule: 316-284-5251 
or www.bethelks.edu/alumni/events-for-alumni-and-friends/alumni-weekend/ 
 

Sat., June 6 – “Walk Sand Creek Trail Day,” hosted by the Sand Creek Trail Committee as part of National Trails Day. 
Water provided at Memorial Grove trailhead for walkers and dogs from 6 a.m.-8 p.m. Special recognition event at 3 
p.m. at the trailhead to honor Jacob D. Goering, who had the vision to develop the trail and has continued to encourage 
others to enhance and enjoy it. Directions: www.bethelks.edu/community/affiliate-organizations/sand-creek-trail/ 
 
Getting ready to retire? Everence Financial will present an informational seminar, Retiring soon? Make sense of 
your Medicare and Social Security choices at 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. on three upcoming Mondays – June 8, July 13 and 
Aug.10. Everence Financial Advisor Robert Wall will speak on Medicare and Social Security, provide instructions on how 
to enroll, explain your options if you continue to work and answer related questions. The seminars will take place at 
Everence Financial, 371 N. Old Highway 81, Hesston. To reserve your spot, contact Darlene Buller at (877) 467-7294, 
(620) 327-4043 ordarlene.buller@everence.com. 
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