
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

 

July  5 - Twelve Scriptures 

 Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 5-7  

 Pastor Doug Musical Sermon 
 

July 12 - Twelve Scriptures 

 Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 5-7  

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

July 19 - Twelve Scriptures 

 Love God and Neighbor 

 Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

 Matthew 22:34-40    

 Mark 12:28-34     

 Luke 10:25-37    

 Pastor Phil preaching 
  

July 26 - Twelve Scriptures 

 The Golden Rule 

 Luke 6:31 

 Pastor Rosie preaching 
 

 

 

from the staff... 
 

Phil’s Ponderings ------------------- p. 1 

Rosie’s Reflections ----------------- p. 2 

Digging Deeper with Doug ------- p. 2 

Grace’s Goodies -------------------- p. 3 

 

Biking Across Kansas comes to Goessel 
 

Phil’s Ponderings        “Purposeful Plan” 
 

Mennonite Church USA (MCUSA) Convention in Kansas City is on the near 

horizon (June 30-July 5). As convention quickly approaches, many people within 

our denomination are filled with both energy and anxiety. The theme for convention 

is “On the way,” based on Luke 24. While focusing on this theme, the week of  

convention will be filled with exciting times of worship, thought-provoking seminars, 

and many service and fellowship opportunities. Furthermore, throughout the 

week, adult delegates representing many different MCUSA congregations and 

conferences will gather for important times of discernment and decision-making. 
 

During delegate sessions, the delegates will receive reports from MCUSA agencies 

and ministries, they will spend time discussing and discerning responses to four 

resolutions and one statement, and they will spend time engaging with the Purposeful 

Plan. The four resolutions to be discussed relate to Endless War, Israel/Palestine, 

Forbearance, and MCUSA Membership Guidelines. Copies of the resolutions 

along with other  information about MCUSA are available in the Tabor Foyer and 

you can also find electronic copies of all delegate resources at the following 

web link: http://mennoniteusa.org/resource/delegate-resources/. Our four Tabor 

delegates are Maynard Knepp, Michelle Unruh, Gayle Funk, and Katherine 

Goerzen. If you have comments or questions that you would like them to take to 

the delegate sessions, please feel free to contact any of our delegates. We trust 

that our delegates, along with several other Tabor members attending convention, 

will represent our church well. 
 

A lot of time and attention has been placed on the resolutions to be discerned. 

While I don’t think that this is a bad thing, I would like to draw our primary    

attention to a key document called the Purposeful Plan. You can find a full copy 

of the Purposeful Plan at http://mennoniteusa.org/resources/purposeful-plan/. As 

you will see when you look at this document, the full title is “A Missional Vision 

and Purposeful Plan for Mennonite Church USA.” The document is split into two 

parts: 1) “Our Missional Vision,” and 2) “The Purposeful Plan.” I encourage 

everyone to read through this inspiring and thought-provoking document! It is a 

document that emphasizes our collective mission as people, congregations, and 

conferences who are a part of MCUSA. Specifically, our missional vision is: 

“God calls us to be followers of Jesus Christ and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

to grow as communities of grace, joy and peace so that God’s healing and hope 

flow through us to the world.” Out of this missional vision flow seven key priorities: 

1. Christian Formation, 2. Christian Community, 3. Holistic witness, 4. Stewardship, 

5. Leadership Development, 6. Undoing Racism and Advancing Intercultural 
Transformation, and 7. Church-to-Church Relationships. The Purposeful Plan is 

a living document, meaning that it is constantly being updated as we pursue our 

missional vision together.  
 

Therefore, I encourage everyone at Tabor to read through the Purposeful Plan 

document in a spirit of openness to understanding more fully who we are called 

to be as a church that is part of a conference that is part of a larger denomination. 

Furthermore, I encourage everyone to pray for God’s Spirit of unity, clarity, and 

peace to be present at convention this coming week.                     ~Pastor Phil  

 
 

http://mennoniteusa.org/resource/delegate-resources/
http://mennoniteusa.org/resources/purposeful-plan/


Rosie’s Reflections 
We’ve all heard the expression, “that’s impossible!” When I’m dealing 

with a seemingly impossible situation, the first thing I want to do is find a 

solution. I like to be in control, but sometimes a solution seems impossible. 

The hardest thing for me is to take a step back and realize my inadequacy 

to do anything. Sometimes I’ve even questioned if God can do anything. 

Ever been there? 
 

Recently, I read a meditation by Richard Rohr where he suggests taking a 

situation or an issue you’re dealing with, and thinking of two or more possible 

outcomes. Do your best not to take sides or fixate on one outcome, but 

hold them in tension with all the unknowns and impossibilities. Then ask 

God to hold you because you cannot hold yourself. I usually call this letting 

go and letting God take care of the situation. I think that’s okay, but I also 

like the idea of God holding us and our mess together, and then resting in 

his presence with all the impossibilities and the unknowns. When we place 

ourselves in God’s wide, deep, and spacious presence we allow room for 

the Holy Spirit to work and move us beyond knowing (the impossibilities 

of the situation) and into wisdom (gaining new insights). 
 

Romans 8:28 “We know that all things work together for good for those 

who love God, who are called according to his purpose.”  God is the 

subject in this verse, and he works to bring the best out of seemingly 

impossible situations.           ~Pastor Rosie 

 

Digging Deeper with Doug 
 

As we tweak the final details in preparation for this year’s youth summer 

service trip I found myself reflecting on the importance of these ventures.  

Following are 5 REASONS WHY WE DO SERVICE TRIPS. 
 

It Builds Community 

Riding together, lodging together, eating, staying up late and serving     

together create a bonding experience and strengthens the youth group.   
 

It Inspires and Empowers  

Service trips help youth take initiative and ownership. It opens their eyes 

and ignites their passions. New possibilities open up. New pursuits begin. 

Examples of this would be Michelle Unruh and Camp Friedenswald,    

Brittany Voth and Swan Lake, and Kristin Unruh and Service Venture.  
 

It Broadens Perspectives 

It’s one thing to have a lesson or even see a video about an issue or 

circumstance, but it’s quite another to actually see what it’s like to live below 

the poverty line, experience the energy and exhaustion of inner-city living, 

or feel the heartbeat of Native America at an annual Pow Wow ceremony.  
 

It Helps Us Find Sacred Space 

For many youth, service trips are an experience when God worked in and 

through their lives.  Our youth have repeatedly said that doing service is 

where they find God… and have even reported this revelation during 

baptism testimonies. These sacred spaces can both anchor youth in their 

faith and propel them forward to a closer relationship with God. 
 

Please pray for the TMYF as we venture to DOOR Denver on this year’s 

summer service trip July 12-17.       -Pastor Doug 
 
 

 

    Marriage 
       Moment 

Here is our monthly marriage moment: a 
meaningful memento to married couples 
to make your marriages marvelous!  
 

John Gottman, marriage researcher, has 
written a book entitled The Seven Principles 
for Making Marriage Work. Over the next 
several months, I will be using this book 
as a guide for our Marriage Moments in 
the Tabor newsletter. I encourage all 
married couples to pick up a copy of this 
book. It is packed with excellent marriage 
principles that will help your marriage not 
merely survive, but flourish and thrive.   
 

Before we get to the “Seven Principles,”  
I would like to highlight a second key 
thought from chapter 2 of the book: 
“What Does Make Marriage Work?” Last 
month, we focused on the important truth 
that “…happy marriages are based on 
deep friendships…”

1
 Building on this  

important truth is the marital “secret 
weapon” used by healthy couples in 
times of conflict. The secret weapon is 
called a repair attempt. According to  
Gottman, A repair attempt is “any statement 
or action—silly or otherwise—that       
prevents negativity from escalating out of 
control.”

2
 When in times of conflict, it is 

so easy for conflicts to escalate quickly 
and spiral out of control. However, healthy 
marriages based on deep friendship   
employ repair attempts often during 
times of conflict to stop the conflict from 
escalating unchecked. Repair attempts 
could be anything from saying “I’m sorry” 
to a wink to a quote from a funny movie.  
 

Marriage Challenge: When facing 
times of conflict in your marriage, rely on 
your deep friendship and employ many 
repair attempts. Don’t let conflict spiral 
out of control. Rather, seek to stop the 
negativity quickly so that you can turn 
the conflict away from potential disaster 
and toward an opportunity to grow and 
thrive. 
 

With a little work, you too can make your 
marriage marvelous☺.  ~Pastor Phil 

 
1Excerpt From: John Gottman Ph.D. & Nan Silver. 
“The Seven Principles for Making Marriage 
Work.” iBooks. https://itun.es/us/GtdG2.l 
2Ibid. 



 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace’s Goodies  

Preheat oven to 425° 
 

Combine:  

-3 Tbs. veg. oil  

-3 cups hash brown potatoes 
 

Press evenly in 9" pie pan.  

Bake at 425° for 15 min. or until 

just beginning to brown.  

Remove from oven.  
 

Layer on: 

-1 cup shredded cheddar or Swiss 

cheese or a combination of both  

-3/4 cup browned and drained   

sausage  

-1/4 cup chopped green onion 

In a bowl beat together: 

-1 cup half/half 

-2 eggs 

-1/2 tsp salt 

-1/8 tsp. pepper 
 

Pour mixture over potato/sausage. 

Sprinkle with 1 Tbs. parsley flakes. 

Bake about 30 minutes or until 

lightly browned and knife inserted 

1" from edge comes out clean. 

Allow to cool 5 minutes before 

cutting into wedges. 

 

Meat - Potato Quiche 
Served at June staff meeting.  

Vacation Bible School ~ 2015 



 

Alvin Henry Goertz , mechanic, gunsmith, husband, father passed away 

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 at the Bethesda Nursing Home in Goessel where he 

had been a resident for seven years. 
 

Alvin was born on a farm in near Walton, Kansas. He was the fourth of six  

children born to Henry F. Goertz and Martha Schmidt Goertz. Two sisters,    

Rachel and Bertha and two brothers, Arthur and Ernest, preceded him in death. 

The youngest brother, Richard, survives. 
 

Alvin married Ethlyn (Weibe) on June 15, 1944 in a double wedding (Ethlyn's 

younger sister, Inez & George Koehn). Ethlyn preceded him in death April 29, 

1978. They raised a family of four: Edith (Vern Shultz) Osseo, Minn.; David 

(Claire Kurtz, deceased) Chandler, Az; Grace (Gary Hagen) Minnetonka, 

Minn.; Rebecca (Howard Allison)  Newton, Ks. Alvin had 6 grandchildren and 

12 great grandchildren. 
 

On April 2, 1983 Alvin married Marie Ediger and they spent 16 years together before her passing in 1999. 
 

In 1938, Alvin was baptized and became a member in the Tabor Mennonite Church. As Alvin and Ethlyn 

raised their family, they were active members of Lehigh Mennonite Church. Upon his moving to Goessel 

after retirement, Alvin renewed and maintained his membership with Tabor Mennonite Church. 
 

After graduating from Walton Kansas High School in 1937, Alvin began service in CPS spending time in 

Terry, Montana; Downey, Idaho; Henry, Illinois and Haggerstown, Maryland. It was in Haggerstown that he 

learned his welding trade, building his own welder. His notes tell us he also bought a '35 Ford convertible, 

which he promptly overhauled. During this time he was courting Ethlyn and she joined him in Haggerstown. 
 

Upon completion of his CPS service, he formed a partnership with Henry Guhr. They got financial aid    

from Ben Schmidt and Rudolph Schmidt (according to Dad's notes) and bought a shop building in Lehigh, 

Kansas. Henry's church helped pour the concrete floor and soon they had a repair business. After a number 

of years, Henry  started his own auto repair business. The two remained good friends and the bedrock of 

Lehigh's repair force. 
 

Alvin and Ethlyn bought a modest home on the edge of town and began to raise a family. As the family grew 

they realized the need to build a larger house. The garden was replaced by a basement and soon a new house 

grew and a new plot of land was allocated for the garden. For a number of years, the family lived in the 

basement as Alvin worked evenings to finish out the main floor of their new home. 
 

Alvin enjoyed sport hunting and gunsmithing. He spent many a spare hour on this hobby and shared his love 

of this with many in the community. Retirement years were filled with league bowling, shooting game after 

game of pool (on his home table and at the Senior Center), and often riding his bicycle 10 miles or more a 

day. In 1982, he joined Gideons International and spent many hours in service. 
 

His 'life plan' always included going to Bethesda Home "when the time was right". After he was convinced 

that it WAS the right time, in June of 2008, he drove his own car to the retirement center! 
 

His latter years in Bethesda were spent in the Sunflower wing, in room 519, which seemed ironic as his 

birthday was 5-19-1919. He received wonderful care from the staff; his quick wit, sense of humor and    

wonderful smile serving him well. He finished hundreds of word puzzle books, would play his harmonica 

upon request and was always up for a competitive game of Scrabble or Upwords. 
 

Alvin lived a Christ filled life . . . 96 years gave us a pure example and challenge to do the same. To close, 

here is one of Alvin's favorite scriptures: "And we know that in all things, God works for the good of those 

who love him, who have been called according to his purpose." -Romans 8:28 

                   ~The family of Alvin Goertz 

Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 


