
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

 

Nov. 1 - Building God’s Kingdom

 Christ is the Foundation 

 Bethel College Sunday 

 Luke 5:1-11; I Corinthians 3:11 

 Josh Janzen preaching 
  

Nov. 8 - Building God’s Kingdom 

 Christ is the Cornerstone 

 Ephesians 2:19-22 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
  

Nov. 15 - Building God’s Kingdom

 Building up the Body 

 Ephesians 4:1-16 

 Allan Rudy-Froese preaching 
 

Nov. 22 - Building God’s Kingdom

 Generous and Cheerful Giving 

 II Corinthians 9 

 Pastor Phil preaching  
 

 Faith Formation Adult & Youth: 

 Discussion: Refugee Crisis led by 

 Michelle Armster, MCC   
 

Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving  

 Meal and Service in Fellowship Hall  
 

Nov. 29 - Freedom Bound:  

 The Path of Justice (Advent 1) 

 Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 

 I Thessalonians 3:9-13;  

 Luke 21:25-36 

 Pastor Katherine preaching 

 

 

from the staff... 
 

Phil’s Ponderings ------------------  p. 1 

Rosie’s Reflections ----------------  p. 2 

Katherine’s Candor ---------------  p. 2 

Grace’s Goodies -------------------  p. 3 

  

 

Phil’s Ponderings  
 

“Asking Powerful Questions” 
 

“What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 

describe it?” (Mark 4:30) 
 

Jesus knew the art of asking powerful questions. In his commentary on the     

Gospel of Mark, Tim Geddert says, “Often Jesus responds to a direct question 

with a counter question. In addition [to at least 16 examples of this], there are 

over 20 occasions where no direct question is asked, but a situation arises and 

Jesus responds with a question.”1 With this being said, I wonder: what was Jesus’ 

deeper purpose in asking so many thought-provoking questions? 
 

I believe that Jesus knew the art of asking powerful questions. Throughout the 

Gospels, Jesus asked many different questions, which often challenged his listeners  

to think more deeply and live more faithfully according to the reality of God’s 

present kingdom. In addition to his many questions, one of Jesus’ favorite ways 

to teach was by telling parables. Through parables, Jesus invited his listeners into 

a story that challenged their assumptions and invited them to ask deeper questions 

about faith and life. Jesus knew the art of asking powerful questions and inviting 

his followers to do the same.  
 

Pastor Rosie and I recently attended a leadership training at the Kansas Leadership 

Center.2 During our training, one thing that especially caught my attention was 

the importance of asking powerful questions. Effective leadership is not simply 

about having all the answers or telling other people what to do. Rather, effective 

leadership is often about knowing what questions to ask at the right time in order 

to empower a group of people to do difficult work together. Powerful questions 

asked at the right time enable people to reflect deeply on their collective purpose 

and values, which then inspire them to collectively carry out their mission and vision. 
 

Jesus knew the art of asking powerful questions that enabled his disciples to think 

about, proclaim, and embody the kingdom of God on earth as it is in heaven. As a 

follower of Jesus, and as a Pastor here at Tabor Mennonite Church, I also hope to 

learn the art of asking powerful questions that will enable our congregation to 

think deeply about, proclaim, and embody the kingdom of God each and every 

day. Thus, I’ll end with some questions for us all to think about: 

-What is our deeper purpose as a congregation? (Why do we commit  

  ourselves to this church?) 

-What are the challenges and opportunities we face in living out our  

  collective mission and vision? 

-What conversations might we begin that could ripple out in ways that  

  create new possibilities for the future of our congregation and community? 

-What seeds might we plant together that could make the most difference  

  in the future of our congregation and community? 
 

              ~Pastor Phil  

 
1Tim Geddert, Mark, Believers Church Bible Commentary (Herald Press: Scottdale, 2001), 427.  
2http://kansasleadershipcenter.org/ 

 

Fun at the Pumpkin Patch  



Rosie’s Reflections 
When I was a young child, I remember helping clear the supper dishes in a hurry 

so I could join my siblings on the floor in front of our stereo – you know the 

old console type with the radio and record player inside the top lid. We didn’t 

have a T.V. so we perched ourselves in front of the radio as though we were 

watching a movie. We were watching with our minds and our imaginations ran 

wild as we wondered what would happen next to  Billy and Tilly Wigglewog, 

along with their dog Wigglewags. What did they look like and how would 

things end up that week? 
 

So where am I heading with this story? I could say more but I want to save it 

for later. Here is my invitation: Come to Tabor on Thursday, December 10, at 

9:30 a.m. for  coffee, tea, water  and something to munch on as we gather  

for an hour of food and “Stories & Stuff.” So I know how many to prepare for, 

there will be a sign-up sheet posted soon. Please come! 
 

               ~Pastor Rosie 
 

Katherine’s Candor 
I love our children deeply. There have been so many miraculous moments 

with them: seeing their awe as they experience the wonder of creation, watching 

Sophia read Bible stories with Peter, hearing Nathan's first words and seeing 

him take his first steps, hearing Sophia tell me about how God takes care of 

her and is with her all the time, hearing Nathan ask to hear “Jesus loves me” 

sung over and over again, watching them interact with and care for other people.  
 

And yet it seems that for every miraculous, heart-melting moment, there are at 

least three that are nerve-wracking, messy, and “hair-tearingly” frustrating. 

We've endured temper tantrums, incessant “why” questions, and diaper blowouts. 

I can't for the life of me understand why they don't nap or sleep more while 

they have the chance (when I know that 15 years from now they're going to be 

asking themselves the same thing). And I have been covered in more bodily 

fluids than I ever knew existed before we had children.  
 

But as I scroll through my news feed, I seem to be reminded frequently to be 

grateful for these moments. My heart is heavy with tragic stories of parents 

losing their children through car wrecks, through the senseless violence of 

war, and through school shootings (and I pray earnestly that our nation realizes 

sooner rather than later that these are preventable rather than inevitable, lest 

other parents have to receive the horrendous news that their own children have 

been killed).  
 

And so I resolve to be thankful for all of the times that my children wake me 

up at 3am. I resolve to be thankful for all the times that my house is covered 

with toys, and dirty dishes, and laundry (both dirty and clean). I resolve to     

be grateful in the midst of potty-training, and runny noses, and moments of 

extreme stubbornness (both theirs and my own). I resolve to be grateful in the 

midst of melt-downs, and troubles sharing, and struggles to listen well (both 

for them and for me). I resolve to be grateful, because I know that these are 

moments that some have been denied, either through the devastation of losing 

their children or though the devastation of being denied children when they 

were desperately wanted. I know that there will be times when I fall short of 

this (after all, we're only human), but I resolve to be thankful for each moment, 
the miraculous, the mundane, and the messy.  
 

          Grace and peace, Pastor Katherine 

 

My First Bible 
Kim Funk 

 

The floor boards creaked as we walked 
into the store to choose my first Bible.      
I was in the second grade and Grandpa 
had given us kids money for Christmas.   
I suspect, knowing Grandpa, that he had 
specified it would be to get a Bible. I 
wanted one with a zipper, or at least a 
snap, but apparently those were too   
expensive. I got a simple, black, King 
James version, no pictures or maps, but 
it was a red letter edition. 
 

It wasn't until I was in 5
th
 grade that I  

decided I would read through my Bible. I 
still have that Bible and the reading chart  
I used on which I would circle the chapter 
number once I had read it. Every night 
before going to bed I would read one 
chapter out of my Bible, read through 
one hymn out of the old blue hymnal and 
write in my diary. I was determined,    
persistent, dogmatic even. It took me five 
years, but I read my Bible through. 
 

When I graduated from high school, my 
Grandma gave me a Bible. This version 
was the New Living Bible. Once again I 
read through the Bible - no reading chart 
this time. It was easier reading this go 
round... well, I was older and that helped. 
This is still my Bible of choice and after 
40 plus years the Bible I carry to church. 
It's a nice size and comfortable for my 
spirit too. 
 

It seems like I read the Bible through  
another time, but I can't quiet recall.  
Funny, you wouldn't think something like 
that would fade from ones memory. 
 

Now, during the recent Year of the Bible, 
I read through the Bible again....some 50 
years after I read through the Bible for 
the first time. Only this time it was 
planned and explained and studied and 
done along with my Tabor Church family. 
What a rich and meaningful year it was!   
I think Grandpa and Grandma are 
pleased. 
 

Continued on page 3 

Tabor Mennonite Church 

Devotional  

12 Scriptures 

Joshua 24:14-15 



    Marriage 
       Moment 

 

        Here is our monthly marriage moment:  

        a meaningful memento to married couples 

        to make your marriages marvelous!  
 

        John Gottman, marriage researcher, has  

        written a book entitled The Seven Principles 

for Making Marriage Work. Last month, we focused on Principle 3: “ turn to-

ward each other instead of away.”  
 

The forth of the seven principles is “let your partner influence you.” This principle 

is mostly speaking to men because according to Gottman’s data, “the vast majority 

of wives…let their husbands influence their decision making by taking their 

opinions and feelings into account. But too often, men do not return the favor.”1 

That being said, Gottman and his fellow researchers found that, “even in the 

first few months of marriage, men who allowed their wives to influence them 

had happier relationships and were less likely to eventually divorce than men 

who resisted their wives’ influence.”2 Furthermore, “The wives of men who accept 

their influence are far less likely to be harsh with their husbands when broaching a 

difficult marital topic. This increases the odds their marriage will thrive.”3  
 

Marriage Challenge: Let your partner influence you. F ind ways to share 

power and decision making. Actively search for common ground rather than 

insisting on your own way.  
 

Questions to Consider: What is holding you back from fully embracing this 

principle in your own marriage? What opportunities do you have to practice 

this principle with your spouse? 
 

With a little work, you too can make your marriage marvelous ☺. 
 

Save the Date: Marr iage Enr ichment Retreat facilitated by Phil and Mary 

Schmidt. February 5-6, 2016. More information to come. 
 

               ~Pastor Phil 
 
1Excerpt From: John Gottman Ph.D. & Nan Silver. “The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work.” 

iBooks. https://itun.es/us/GtdG2.  
2Ibid. 
3Ibid. 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace’s Goodies  
Tomato, Sausage  & Cheddar Bread Pudding 

Served at October staff meeting 

-3 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese 

-1 can (28 oz.) diced tomatoes, drained 

-1 pound bulk Italian sausage,  

  cooked and crumbled 

-4 green onions, thinly sliced 

-1/4 cup minced fresh basil OR  

  1 Tbs. dried basil 

-1/4 cup packed brown sugar 

-1 tsp. dried oregano 

-1 tsp. garlic powder 

-3 cups cubed French bread 

-6 large eggs 

-1-1/2 cups heavy whipping cream 

-1/2 tsp. salt 

-1/2 tsp. pepper 

-1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
 

-Preheat oven to 350° 

-In a large bowl, combine first eight   

 ingredients. Stir in bread. 

-Transfer to a greased 13x9-in.  

  baking dish. 

-In the same bowl, whisk eggs, cream,  

 salt & pepper; pour over bread mixture.   

-Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese.  

-Bake 45-50 minutes or until a knife  

 inserted near the center comes out clean.  

-Yield: 12 servings. 

 
 

Thanksgiving  
    Celebrations 
 

Goessel Community Thanksgiving Meal 
 Sunday, November 15, 6-6:30pm 
 

Tabor Thanksgiving Meal and Service 
 Wednesday, November 25, 6pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible, continued from page 2 
 

I think back to the creaking floor boards 
when I got my first Bible. I can still hear 
them today. Honestly. Just walk into 
Anderson's in Newton and you will hear 
them too. Only thing is, when I hear 
them, I'm 7 years old again, if only for a 
few seconds, and I'm about to choose 
the book that will shape me into the  
person I am today. 
 
“. . . then choose for yourselves this day 
whom you will serve. . . . But as for me 
and my household, we will serve the Lord.”     
 

      -Joshua 24:15 



Tabor Church Calendar 

B i rt h day s  
  1 - Lena Mendoza-Toews 

  2 - Daniel Unruh 

  4 - Bonnie Gleason 

  6 - Aaron Banman 

  7 - Brandy Ashley 

 Wyatt Sommerfeld 

  8 - Dorothy Unruh 

  9 - Pete Unruh 

10 - Ilona Abrahams 

 Lisa Schmidt 

12 - Jon Buller 

 Bosten Unruh 

13 - Elma Goertz  

 Karen Unruh 

14 - Bill Unruh 

15 - Jody Schmidt 

 Kathy Voth 

16 - Brent Abrahams 

 Darla Funk  

 Wyatt Duerksen 

 Hunter Graber 

17 - Logan Duerksen

 Richard Drake 

18 - Patty Seibel  

 Levi Funk  

 Deb Bergen 

19 - Keith Banman 

 Mark Voth 

 Brandon Unruh 

 Ron Schroeder  

23 - Travis Buller 

 Michael Hall 

28 - Chevy Gagnon 

29 - Phyllis Goertzen 
 Bulletin Announcements due 8 a.m. Thursday mornings. 

Anni v er s ar i es  
Francisco Mendoza &    

   Annaken Mendoza Toews November   3 8 yrs. 

Chris Ingram & Naomi Goertz November   6 22 yrs.  

Doyle & Nancy Franzen November   7 34 yrs. 

Jim & Kathy Wills November   8 12 yrs.  

Daryl & Brenda Cress November   9 24 yrs. 

Shannon & Carrie Friesen November 11 15 yrs. 

Kevin & Cindy Jantzen November 11 26 yrs.  

Tim O’Leary & Lois Voth November 12 32 yrs. 

Jason & Ashley Chambers November 17 3 yrs. 

Loren & Leona Brandt November 19 56 yrs. 

Van & Brenda Schmidt November 21 11 yrs.  

Ron & Marnette Hatchett November 28 51 yrs.  

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
 

12 
 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 
 

19 20 
 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

 

9:30am 

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 
 

 

 

Advent 1 
 

9:30am 

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 

 

 

9:30am 

Worship 
 

10:45am CFF 

9:30am:Worship 

   10:45am CFF 

   12pm: College    

Fundraiser meal 

      12:30pm  

 Congregational       

      meeting 

9:30am 

Worship 

10:45am CFF 

5-6:30pm:  

Community  

Thanksgiving Meal 

 

10am 

Staff meeting 
 

 

10am 

Staff meeting 

12pm 

Tabor Ladies 

Lunch Bunch  

7pm 

Deacon Meeting 

 

5:20pm 

Wednesday  

Evening  

Activities 

 

6pm 

Thanksgiving 

Meal and  

Worship Service 

 

Newsletter  

Items Due 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

Church offices 

closed 

 

 

 

 

   
12pm 

Newton Lunch 

Bunch  
 

5-7pm 

Chicken BBQ 

 

9:30am 

Stories and Stuff 
 

7pm 

Christian  

Education 

 

5:20pm 

Wednesday  

Evening  

Activities 

 

 

Music Symposium 

@ Bethel College 

  

10am 

Staff meeting 
      

 

 

 

 

5:20pm 

Wednesday  

Evening  

Activities 

 

9:30am 

Staff meeting 

 

  

 

Church offices 

closed 

MCC Meat Canning 

Dec. 1 
7pm 

Church Council 


