
 
Notes of Appreciation  

 

Thank you Tabor Youth for caroling. You were beautiful.  -Norma Martinez 
 
 

Congregational Announcements  

 
Christmas Eve Celebration Service! Plan to join us at Tabor on December 24 
at 7pm for a special Christmas Eve Celebration Service! The Celebration will 
include music from the Sonbeams, Children of Light, and Adult Choir, dramatic 
scripture readings, and an intergenerational reenactment of the Christmas 
story! We will end the service with candle-lighting. An offering for MCC Infant 
Care Kits will be received. Please make checks payable to Tabor Mennonite 
Church with MCC Kits on the memo line. (There will not be a service at Tabor 
on Christmas morning this year.)  
 
Advent Devotionals: During the week before each Sunday of Advent,    
the worship planning team invites you to read and reflect on the upcoming  
Sunday’s scripture passages. If you have email, you are receiving scripture    
references and questions on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  If you  
do not have email, a weekly devotional booklet is placed in your church      
mailbox. Extra copies are available on the table in the foyer. 
 
Tabor Mennonite Women: The Christmas Breakfast is  December 19 at 
9:00 a.m. Norma Peters Duerksen will be talking about "Lessons from our 
Dolls". If you have a special doll, please bring it with you and it will be put on 
display for the morning. Girls are especially encouraged to bring a doll. 
Please sign up for the breakfast TODAY. A sign up sheet can be found on 
the bulletin board in the foyer. 
 
The Tabor Mennonite Youth Fellowship will share their annual living 
nativity, Night in the Barn, on December 19 and 20 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. The 
llama that gives kisses, the big cow with her little calf, the sheep wearing bells, 
and the donkeys that share their love of people—these are a few of the     
critters who will assemble in the barn of Maynard Knepp and Carol Duerksen 
between Goessel and Hillsboro. The come-and-go event will feature a program 
in the barn, Christmas carols around a bonfire, hot drinks and snacks.       
Admission is free. Donations to the youth group will be accepted. From 
Goessel: 3 miles north on Hwy 15, 4 miles east on 150th, ¾ north on Falcon. 
Information, call 620-386-0709. 
 

December 13, 2015 

Tabor Mennonite Church Tabor Leadership Retreat: "Anyone can lead, anytime, anywhere."  This is 
one of the leadership principles promoted by the Kansas Leadership Center, 
and it is true of our congregation. We are all leaders in the church. Therefore,     
I invite everyone to mark January 15-16 (Friday evening & Saturday morning) 
on your calendars and plan to attend our annual Leadership Retreat at Tabor 
Mennonite Church. At the retreat, we will spend time reflecting, praying, and 
dreaming together. I hope to see you there!       ~Pastor Phil 
 
The 2016 Tabor Marriage Enrichment Retreat  will be held on February 5-6   
at Lorraine Avenue Mennonite Church and The Hotel at Waterwalk in Wichita.  
Because we value Marriage Enrichment in our community, the Tabor Deacons 
are generously contributing about 30% of the total cost, making the cost to you 
only $140/couple. This includes Friday dinner, Friday night in a deluxe King 
room with a fireplace, continental breakfast, light lunch, inventory costs, and    
an honorarium for the presenters. Please talk to or email Pastor Phil to sign 
up for the retreat by January 3rd. Please do not let cost get in the way of you 
attending the retreat! Additional scholarships are available. Pastor Phil and 
Mary are facilitating this retreat, so please contact one of them if you have 
further questions. We look forward to this wonderful enrichment opportunity!   
 

Annual Reports and Directory updates will be due in the church office 
by January 3. Email your updates and reports to kfunk@tabormennonite.org 
or place in the secretary mailbox. 
 

Community Announcements 
 
Christmas Brass: Plan to join us this evening, December 13, at 7 pm,  
at Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church for an evening of Christmas Brass!  
The evening will feature the McPherson Community Brass Choir under the 
direction of Jerry Toews. Additionally, the Elbiata singers from Goessel High 
School will provide some special music, and we will all have a chance to join 
our voices together in singing some favorite Christmas carols. An offering 
will be received to support the ministries of the Goessel Ministerial Alliance. 
We hope to see you there!         ~Goessel Ministerial Alliance  
 
The Christmas Giving Tree: All gifts must be brought back to the Credit 
Union by TOMORROW, December 14. Thank you for helping to make this a 
wonderful Christmas for families in our community. This project is sponsored 
by the Goessel Ministerial Alliance.  
 

Old Time Gospel Piano CD’s make excellent Christmas presents. 
$20 with ALL $20 going to MCC. See Jerry Toews.  
 

Retirement Reception: Marjorie Shoemaker will be retiring as Director of 
the Mennonite Heritage & Agricultural Museum at the end of this year. We would 
like to invite friends in the community for a “come and go” reception honoring 
Marj on Saturday afternoon, December 19, 12-4 p.m., in the Museum Store. 



This holiday season plan to donate blood - a very meaningful gift with 
the increased need during winter. The blood mobile will be at Goessel 
Church on Monday, Dec. 21 from 2:00-6:00 p.m. Remember that you can 
answer the questions earlier that day at redcrossblood.org/RapidPass to get 
through the process quicker. Call 1-800-733-2767 or schedule online at   
redcrossblood.org. We need volunteers at registration, as escort, and in the 
canteen, so sign up soon. Another way to show support is to bring1dozen 
Christmas cookies, and you can add your name to the volunteer sheet for 
that. In October we had less than 10 donors, so let the charity of Goessel be 
evident at Christmas and plan to donate blood! 
 
 

Conference Announcements  
 

Prayer Requests: 

 

 Western District Conference: Pray for joy and wisdom for Jennie   
Wintermote in her new role as WDC Resource Library Director, a         
¼ time position that began December 1.   

  

 Mennonite Mission Network: Early next year, Moriah Hurst will conclude 
seven years of MMN ministry in Australia. Pray for her as she lives with 
difficult good-byes, and confides her work into the hands of colleagues.  

 

 Mennonite Education Agency: Pray for Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary students who are beginning hybrid classes that combine 
online and on-campus study. Pray for new insights into the Parables, 
Isaiah, Christian spirituality and conflict mediation.  

 
You're invited to the MCC Christmas Open House - bring your friends, 
family and neighbors to our open house on Tuesday, December 15 from 
4pm-6pm. The come-and-go event will feature live music, lots of delicious 
Christmas goodies and snacks and at 5pm hear MCC alumni reflect on 
Christmas traditions in Bosnia Herzegovina, Bolivia and Cambodia. Please 
plan to drop by to enjoy some Christmas cheer! Questions? Call 316.283.2720. 
 
Camp Mennoscah: 
— All Through the Years Summer Staff Gathering!  All summer staffers from all 
years (1948-today) are invited to Camp Mennoscah on December 19 at 2:30pm
-ish.  Bring your family or significant other for a time of cookies and hot drinks  
(or cold drinks, depending on the weather). Feel free to bring a snack to share.  
You can spend time outside (new disc golf course!) or inside or do a bit of both 
while you catch up with others and share stories. 
—Just a short bath house break--We're taking this opportunity to let you know 
that work on the bath houses at Camp Mennoscah continues. This warm  
weather has been great for keeping the work going. The plan/hope/expectation 
is that the bath houses will be finished before the next camping season. Thank 
you to all the many people who have supported this project with prayers, gifts, 
and hard work! 

Rural Ministry Discussion Group - AMBS-Kansas Center will host two options 
for a Rural Ministry Discussion Group (both in-person and online). This discussion 
group allows for pastors and church leaders to come together and discuss    
issues pertinent to their own rural setting, such as rural spirituality, decline in 
attendance, and systemic issues facing rural congregations. Discussion and 
case studies will seek to explore practical ways for rural congregations to 
engage in the unique mission opportunities within a rural context. Registration 
is limited, so please register as soon as possible to ensure participation.  
The in-person option begins January 12, 2016 and is facilitated by Dorothy 
Nickel Friesen. The online option begins January 14, 2016 and is facilitated by 
S. Roy Kaufman.  For registration and more information, please see:   
https://www.ambs.edu/academics/rural-ministry-discussion-group.cfm 
 
Syrian Refugee Crisis:  Over 4 million refugees have fled Syria over the 
course of the nation's civil war. Mennonite Church USA encourages three 
ways to help extend the love of Jesus to these sisters and brothers:  
1. Pray for an end to the violence that creates refugees. Until that time, 

pray for refugees to be welcomed into places of safety, where they can 
live in peace.  

2. Urge Congress and state officials to support and welcome Syrian refugees. 
MCC Washington has compiled contact information for national and 
state officials. See http://mcc.org/get-involved/advocacy/alert/support-
syrian-iraqi-refugees and http://washingtonmemo.org/portfolio/support-
syrian-and-iraqi-refugees/ for more information.    

3. Support organizations that assist with refugee resettlement, and consider 
how your congregation or community can participate. Church World Service 
(http://cwsglobal.org/get-involved/welcome-a-refugee/) and World Relief 
(http://refugeecrisis.worldrelief.org/usa) are two such organizations.  

 
Centering Prayer continues to meet every Monday from noon-1 p.m. in 
Agape Center in Richert House on the Bethel College campus. Please note 
our December schedule: We will meet Dec. 14 and Dec. 21; we will not 
meet Dec. 28. Try it once, come occasionally or join us regularly – all are 
welcome, with no previous experience required. For more information, 
contact Nathan Koontz, 2nathankoontz@gmail.com, or Melanie Zuercher, 
mzuercher@bethelks.edu. (For help locating Agape Center in Richert 
House, see www.bethelks.edu/why-bethel/location/campus-map/) 
 
Longest Night Service: For the last number of years, Shalom Mennonite 
Church has recognized the role of pain, grief and darkness in the Christian 
faith journey at a Longest Night Service. The longest night of the year is always 
on December 21. We invite you to join with us in a service of remembrance 
December 21 at 7 pm at 800 E. First Street in Newton. All are welcome. 
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