
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

Oct. 2 - World Communion Sunday 

 John 6:25-35; Mark 6:34-44 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Oct. 9 - Faith and Politics: 

 Living the Sermon on the Mount 
 Matthew 5:1-12; James 3:13-18 

 Pastor Rosie preaching 
 

Oct. 16 - Faith and Politics: 

 Living the Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 5:38-48; Romans 12:9-21

 Pastor Katherine preaching 
 

Oct. 23 - Faith and Politics: 

 Living the Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 6:19-24; Matthew 22:15-22 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Oct. 30 - Faith and Politics: 

 Living the Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 7:13-20; Hebrews 12:1-2

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Nov. 6 - Faith and Politics: 

 Living the Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 5:21-26, 33-37;   

 Romans 13:1-10 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Nov. 13 - Faith and Politics: 

 Living the Sermon on the Mount 

 Matthew 7:12, 24-29;   

 James 2:8-17    

 Pastor Phil preaching 

 

 

Phil’s Ponderings:  
“Faith and Politics: Living the Sermon on the Mount” 
 

 “When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: . . .”  
               (Matthew 5:1-2) 
 

Tabor Church Family,  
 

We live in a world full of division, especially amidst the current political   

climate in the United States. Therefore, over these next several weeks as the 

presidential election draws near, we will be focusing on a worship series   

entitled “Faith and Politics: Living the Sermon on the Mount.”  
 

Our country tells us that on November 8, we must vote for either the Republican 

candidate or the Democrat candidate. Our country tells us that we must pledge 

our allegiance to their ideals and plans for the future in order to “make America 

great,” boost the economy, provide protection for American citizens, and so 

on. Our country tells us that our only option is to put our trust in the American 

political system.  
 

But as followers of Jesus, we know that our country is lying to us. We do not 

need to give our allegiance to a person, a party, or a platform. Rather, Jesus 

invites us to give our full allegiance to God and God’s kingdom, which is   

already present on earth, even if it has not yet fully broken in.  
 

With this in mind, our scripture focus for the next several weeks will be Jesus’ 

Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), in which Jesus describes the politics of 

God’s kingdom. These are not Democrat or Republican politics. Following 

Jesus’ advice in this sermon will not win anyone the presidency in the United 

States. Jesus’ words are upside down and inside out according to our country 

and our world. But as followers of Jesus, we must take Jesus’ words seriously 

and recognize that our true citizenship is not in the kingdoms of this world, 

but rather in God’s kingdom. We are in the world but not of the world. Thus, 

we must seek to follow Jesus faithfully each and every day, living as a sign 

and foretaste of God’s right side up kingdom that will one day reach    

completion here on earth as it is in heaven.   
 

With this being said, in these coming weeks, as the political campaigns rage on, I 

invite you to put your primary and full allegiance not in what any presidential 

candidate is saying, but rather in what Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount. 

In this way, we can live lives of hope instead of despair, faith instead of fear, 

and peace instead of violence.  
 

May we pledge our full allegiance to Jesus and the kingdom of God, which he 

came to proclaim, embody, reveal, and unleash on the world. In these next weeks, 

join me in a pledge of allegiance taken from Shane Claiborne and Chris Haw’s 

book, Jesus for President. The pledge is found on the following page.  
 

              Peace, Pastor Phil 

  

Coming in November . . .  
 

Nov. 3: Mennonite Men Chicken BBQ 

Nov. 6: Congregational Meeting 

       College Task Force Fundraiser Meal 

Nov. 13: Community Thanksgiving Meal 

Nov. 23: Tabor Church Thanksgiving Meal 

         and Service 

Nov. 27: First Sunday of Advent 



Katherine’s Candor  
 

This fall, AMBS-Kansas Center is offering, “Communities in Trauma:  

Responding Biblically, Theologically, and Ethically.” One of the questions 

being raised through this course is: Where is God in the midst of tragedy? 
 

People have been attempting to answer this question from the beginning of 

time. The Bible itself contains differing answers to this question. There is a 

train of thought within the biblical text that seeks to answer this question 

through reward theology. That is, if we are righteous, we will be rewarded 

in this life, and if we do evil, we will be punished.  
 

However, life experience has certainly shown that bad things happen to 

people who seek to follow God in righteous ways. I believe that this is why 

the book of Job was written, as a challenge to reward theology and as a 

way to offer a different answer to why bad things happen to good people; 

Job lived a righteous life and yet experienced much hardship and pain. 

When Job finally had a chance to ask God why this had happened, God 

essentially answered “I am God and you are not.” (For the full answer, see 

Job 38-41).  
 

However, the biblical text that I find to be one of the most compelling   

answers to this question is in the book of Daniel. In the 9th chapter, Daniel 

is praying earnestly and answered immediately in his prayer: “While I was 

praying … and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God … 

Gabriel came to me in a swift flight.” (9:20-21). But, in the 10th chapter, 

Daniel prays and prays and prays and hears no response to his prayer. 

When the angel finally comes to Daniel again, he says, “Your words have 

been heard, and I have come because of your words. But the prince of the 

kingdom of Persia opposed me for 21 days.” (10:12-13)  
 

There are powers directly opposed to God that thwart God from achieving 

God's good purposes in our lives and in the world. We know that God has 

the ultimate victory over the powers, but this day has not yet come in full 

and the powers and principalities still hold sway and cause chaos. Therefore 

we still find ourselves in the midst of pain and violence, illness and death.  
 

Yet even in the midst of this, God hears us, just as God heard the words   

of Daniel's prayer. God weeps with us in our pain, just as Jesus wept with 

Mary and Martha following the death of their brother Lazarus. God knows 

our pain when we suffer loss, as God experienced the deep pain of loss 

through the death of the beloved Son. And as he came to the disciples in 

the upper room, the Risen Lord comes to us in our deep grief and speaks 

words of peace and comfort, assuring us that he is with us always, even to 

the very end of the age.  

             ~Pastor Katherine   

I pledge allegiance… 

to the slaughtered Lamb 
 

Today we pledge our ultimate allegiance 

 to the kingdom of God. 

To a peace that is not like Rome’s. 

To the gospel of enemy love. 

To the kingdom of the poor and broken. 

To a king that loves his enemies so much 

 he died for them. 

To the least of these, with whom Christ 

 dwells. 

To the transnational church that transcends 

 the artificial borders of nations. 

To the refugee of Nazareth. 

To the homeless rabbi who had no place 

 to lay his head. 

To the cross rather than the sword. 

To the banner of love above any flag. 

To the one who rules with a towel rather 

 than an iron fist. 

To the one who rides a donkey rather 

 than a war horse. 

To the revolution that sets both oppressed 

 and oppressors free. 

To the Way that leads to life. 

To the slaughtered Lamb. 

And together we proclaim his praises, 

 from the margins of the empire to 

 the centers of wealth and power. 

Long live the slaughtered Lamb. 

Long live the slaughtered Lamb.1 

 

 
1Shane Claiborne and Chris Haw, Jesus for     

President: Politics for Ordinary Radicals 

(Zondervan, Grand Rapids: 2008), 353-355.  

 

 

God is for you! 
 

You can’t diminish God’s love for you. What you 
can do, however, is learn how to believe it, receive it, 
trust it, allow it, and celebrate it, accepting Trinity’s 
whirling invitation to join in the cosmic dance. 
 

  ~Richard Rohr's Daily Meditation  Sept. 30, 2016; https://cac.org/sign-up/ 



Rosie’s Reflections 
 

Circle Wednesdays in October! Beginning October 5, get into the practice 

of coming to Tabor on Wednesdays! Supper begins at 5:45 and wraps up at 

6:30 p.m. Whether you come for supper only, or to plug into the various 

opportunities for learning and spiritual growth, you are welcome! There’s 

something for everyone! *eating together  *visiting/catching up *clean 

up/washing dishes *caring for 2 years & younger *assisting with a class 

*joining adult bible study *joining choir, etc. There really is something for 

everyone!  
 

Here’s a question for you to ponder. Do you think the Apostle Paul may 

have felt like a “mother duck” teaching her new brood independence as they 

faced the world on their own? Think about it, Paul was writing to the 

church in Colossae from prison! How was he supposed to guide these baby 

Christians from afar? What dangers and pitfalls lurk around the corner for 

us? How do we keep from getting bogged down in them? How is it possible 

to bear the good fruit of the Gospel in the midst of the world’s hubbub?   
 

Come join me on Wednesdays, 6:45-7:45 p.m., beginning October 12, for 

an eight week study of Paul’s letters to the Colossians and Philemon. We’ll 

be using N. T. Wright’s study guide which will be purchased for you. His   

accompanying commentary can be ordered for $10. I hope to see you there!   
 

               ~Pastor Rosie 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace’s Goodies  
Lemon Glazed Lemon Shortbread Cookies 

- 2 cups flour 
- 1/3 cup granulated sugar 
- 1/3 cup powdered sugar  
- 2 tsp. lemon zest (more if desired) 
- 1/4 tsp. salt 
- 16 Tbs. (2 sticks) butter 
 

Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 
 

In food processor, combine flour, 
granulated sugar, powdered sugar, 
lemon zest, and salt. 

Add butter and process until mixture 
resembles coarse meal.  
Turn dough onto floured work   
surface and gather into rough ball. 
Roll out to 1/4th inch thickness.   
Cut into squares or use cookie cutter. 
Bake 10 to 15 min. until blond for a 
softer cookie or to golden brown 
for a more crunchy cookie. 
 

Glaze with a mixture of lemon juice, 
lemon zest and confectioners sugar. 

served to staff with home made ice cream 

What if... 

A series of personal reflections 

from the finance task force and       

tabor members during worship in    

October and November 

Building 
  Hospitality 
         Healing  
         & Hope  . . . with our Time, Talents and Treasurers 

Stories & Stuff is Back! 
 

 

Thursday, October 20, 10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Come one - come all - bring a friend!  
Tabor's second season of Stories & 
Stuff kicks off with a special presentation 
of “Swanky Swigs – Kraft Companys’ 
innovative merchandising premium,” by 
Donavon Schmidt! We'll learn and have 
fun as we explore the varied examples 
of Kraft decorated tumblers of the 
1930’s, 40’s and 50’s as well as some 
rare Australian and Canadian Swanky 
Swigs of the 1970’s. There'll be time for 
questions, snacks, visiting and shopping 
of course! Hope to see you there! 

 

 

Join us Wednesday evenings at 
Tabor Mennonite Church 

beginning October 5 

Supper for everyone at 5:45 p.m.  
Orientation for children and  

parents: 6:30-7:15 p.m. 
Adult Choir: 7:30p.m. 

 

Beginning October 12 

5:20-6:20 p.m. Faithful Fitness 

5:45-6:30 p.m. Supper 

6:30-6:45 p.m. Children’s Choirs   

6:45-7:30 p.m. Faith Friends 

 (ages 3-grade 2) 
 

6:45-7:45 p.m.  Faith Adventures  

 (grades 3-5) 
 

6:45-7:45 p.m.  Youth Explorers  

 (grades 6-8) 
 

6:45-7:45 p.m. Adult Bible Study  

7:00-8:00 p.m. Youth Group 

7:45-8:45 p.m. Adult Choir  



Tabor Trading Post 
What is it?    
 An opportunity to buy and sell products and services in the Tabor 

Church family. A place to do some Christmas shopping. A way to contribute 

to the Building Fund through spending money you would spend anyway.  
 

How does it work? 
 Children and adults are invited to consider what they would like to sell 

or buy. The kick-off event is November 6 after the church business meeting. 

But that’s just the beginning. There will be a bulletin board—a Trading 
Post—up that day and ongoing in the church lobby for people to post their 

offerings and their desires.  

 Some examples:  

 Evie Schmidt has some handcrafted jewelry made by a friend that she 

would like to sell. Her little business is called “Trash to Treasure” and she 

will have a display set up on Nov. 6.  

 Maybe someone who likes to bake will come sell that service for future 

redemption. Maybe someone who does freezer meals will offer to make 

extra meals and sell that offering. Maybe someone who crafts out of wood, 

or fabric, or metal, etc. will bring something to sell AND/OR be available to 

create on a commission basis. Maybe a child who likes to draw wants to 

create a year-long calendar.         
 On the other hand, maybe someone will post on the bulletin board that 

they would like to have a babysitter, or a housecleaner, or a car washer, or 

a pet sitter, or a year’s supply of cookies, etc. They make their needs 

known, and maybe someone will see it and offer to fulfill that need.  

 Think about your Christmas lists. Do you know someone who would 

love to receive a weekly freezer meal? Maybe you can buy that service for 

them. Do you know someone for whom the best possible gift would be a 

dozen babysitting coupons? Do you know someone you would like to give 

a baby quilt?  

 What do you do for a living? Is it something that you can offer to do 

once or twice as part of the Trading Post. 
 

How does the money work?    
 The seller sets a price for the product or service, or comes to an 

agreement with the buyer. The seller collects the money, and agrees to 

give no less than 50% of it to the Building Fund. The money is placed in 

the box on the Trading Post, with a note of who it’s from. The person who 

made the money would be credited with the donation. 
 

So….what do I do?  
 Come to the kick-off November 6. Come prepared to offer something 

you make or do, and/or to buy.  

Contact Carol Duerksen if you will be there to sell, so we know how much 

vendor space to set up. Ask Carol if you have questions. Dream, brainstorm, 

create, share, have fun!  

Conference Resource Library Books 
 

-God bless you & good night    

 by Hannah C. Hall  

-Grandpa's hammer by Ronald Kidd  

-The Grudge Keeper by Mara Rockliff  

-Louisa May :  the world and works of Louisa   

 May Alcott by Norma Johnston  

-Timna by Lucille Travis  

-Jesus, the Word       

 by Mark Francisco Bozzuti-Jones  

-With the might of angels : the diary of  

 Dawnie Rae Johnson     

 by Andrea Davis Pinkney  

-In a mother's arms by Jillian Hart 

-Taken by Dee Henderson  

-Land of silence by Tessa Afshar 

-A call to grandparenting : lessons learned  

 on papa's pond  by Mark Adcock  

-Seeds of summer by Deborah Vogts  

-Snow melts in spring by Deborah Vogts  

-Johann by Everett Thomas  

-To see the moon again by Jamie L. Turner  

-Full steam ahead by Karen Witemeyer 

-Crazy by Phillips, Linda Vigen 

-Blue moon bay : a novel  

 by Lisa Wingate 

-Secrets on the wind      

 by Stephanie Grace Whitson  

-Mentor like Jesus by Regi Campbell  

-Praying circles around the lives of your children 

 by Mark Batterson 

-The imitation of Christ by Thomas A  Kempis 

-If not the empire, what? A survey of the bible  

 by Berry Friesen and John K Stoner 

-Saving the seasons : how to can, freeze, or  

 dry almost anything      

 by Mary Clemens Meyer 

-Life in a jar: the Irena Sendler Project  

 by Jack Mayer 

 

All books must be returned to the  
library no later than December 4. 

The church council held a discussion 
concerning when the church will be 
locked, and when it will be unlocked. 
The building will be locked regularly on 
Mondays, and unlocked from 9am-9pm 
Tuesday through Sunday.  
If you have any questions, please contact 
Jim Schmidt or Emil Schmidt.  


