
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

Nov. 27 - Advent 1: God’s Peace 

 Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; 

 Matthew 24:36-44; Romans 13:11-14 

 Pastor Katherine preaching 
 

Dec. 4 - Advent 2: God’s Harmony 

 Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; 

 Matthew 3:1-12; Romans 15:4-13 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Dec. 11 - Advent 3: God’s Healing 

 Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10; 

 Matthew 11:2-11; James 5:7-10 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Dec. 18 - Advent 4: God’s Restoration 

 Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 

 Romans 1:1-7 

 Adult Choir 
 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve:    

 Jesus is King!      
 Luke 2:1-20          
 

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day: 

 Jesus is Born!  

 Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 148; 

 Matthew 1:18-25 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Jan. 1 - Epiphany: God’s Radiance  

 Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; 

 Matthew 2:1-12; Ephesians 3:1-12 

 Pastor Phil preaching 

 Faith Formation:  

    Fellowship & Christmas Goodies  

 

Phil’s Ponderings: 
 

“The Holy Way: Walking in the way of God’s heart” 
 

 

The season of Advent is upon us once again! This season marks the    

beginning of the Christian year, and it is a season of waiting for and        

expecting the arrival of Jesus Christ, our king, into the world. This year’s 

Advent theme is entitled “The Holy Way: Walking in the way of God’s 

heart,” taken from the Leader magazine’s worship resources. Following 

is a brief introduction to the worship theme: 
 

Advent 2016 celebrates the arrival of Jesus Christ, the 

embodiment of God’s heart. Our invitation this year is to 

walk in the way of God’s heart. The “way of God” has a 

double meaning of walking like someone else walks and 

walking as a journey or pilgrimage. Either usage invites 

worshipers to consider God’s heart as the emanating 

energy, which creates the kingdom of God. When we walk 

in the way of God’s heart, we are co-creating the reign of 

God here on earth.1 

 

Throughout this season of Advent, I pray that we will collectively seek    

to embody God’s heart of peace, harmony, healing, and restoration in    

our broken and hurting world. This is not an easy journey, but with Jesus 

as our guide, it is doable and it will be transformative for us, for our    

community, and for the world! “When we walk in the way of God’s heart, 

we are co-creating the reign of God here on earth.”  
 

Brothers and sisters, may we keep our vision and hearts focused on Jesus and 

God’s in-breaking kingdom so that we won’t get pulled down into the anxious, 

fearful, and violent ways of this world.  

May we reveal God’s love for the  

whole world through our everyday  

acts of allegiance to God’s kingdom.  

          

    

~Peace, Pastor Phil   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Katherine’s Candor  
We are created very good. We are created in the divine image. Our sexuality, 

our drive to be in meaningful relationships, our maleness and our femaleness, 

the core of our very being, reflect the very good image of our Creator God. 
 

Yet this reality is not always proclaimed in our lives together, even within the 

church. We have failed to see the image of God within ourselves and within 

others. Our sexuality and bodies created very good have been put down, violated, 

abused. We have believed the lies that our culture tells us about what “true” 

beauty is, what “true” intimacy is, what “true” sexuality is. We have exchanged 

the truth of being created good, created equal, created beautiful, for the lies of 

our culture. 
 

And if the culture is the only place that we ever hear about sexuality and intimacy, 

why do we expect that there would be anything counter cultural about the church's 

view on sexuality? What witness would we have to offer to combat the devastating 

effects of the culture's view of sexuality and intimacy? Unfortunately, we often 

feel uncomfortable in talking about our sexuality and the true meaning of intimacy 

within the church. We assume that this is something that only the young people 

need to hear, and so “the sex talk” is reserved only for conversations in the youth 

room. Yet sexuality and intimacy affect all of us; we are all sexual beings, all 

in need of intimate, meaningful, and fulfilling relationships with those around 

us. It is vital to have conversations about healthy sexuality within the church. 
 

So starting this January, we will be engaging in a series on Healthy Sexuality 

in our worship services and in our Faith Formation. There will be an elective 

Sunday School class option taught by pastors Phil and Katherine following each 

worship service to continue the conversation. The Sunday morning worship 

series will include the following worship services: 
 

  January 8: Healthy Body Image: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made:  

    Genesis 1:26-27 and Psalm 139 

  January 15: Healthy Intimacy: Created for Intimacy and Meaningful  

    Relationships: Genesis 2:18-25 and Ruth 1:1-18 

  January 22: The Gift of Singleness: Matthew 19:12 and  

    1 Corinthians 7:7-8, 25-35 

  January 29: Marriage: Be Subject to One Another out of Reverence  

    for Christ: Ephesians 3:16-19 and Ephesians 5:21-33 

  February 5: When Sexuality is Abused and V iolated:  

    2 Samuel 13:1-22 and Psalm 22 

  February 12: The Church: The Family of God: Colossians 3:12-17  

    and Mark 3:31-35 
 

It is my hope that the church will begin to talk about sexuality more openly, 

that we will allow ourselves to be vulnerable with each other, and that we will 

begin to listen with the intent to understand each other. May the church be a safe 

place to have these conversations. May the church proclaim the true beauty and 

gift of our God-given sexuality. May the church proclaim the worth of all as 

being created in the image of God. May our lives together reflect the the goodness 

of our bodies and our sexuality. May our relationships together witness to the 

love of the God in whose good image we are created.  

 
            ~Pastor Katherine 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tabor Mennonite Women 
 

The Tabor Mennonite Women have been 
quite busy these past several months. In July 
we worked at the MCC Center in N. Newton. 
In August, we celebrated the first day of 
school with many residents at Bethesda. 
Carrie Smith opened the evening by    
sharing that earlier that day had been her 
boys' first day back to school. She helped 
the residents to picture what that looked 
like as they had prepared for the big day. 
After recalling some of her own first days of 
school, she asked for memories from the 
residents. They seemed to really enjoy the 
evening of reminiscing from those earlier 
childhood days of their own. We ended the 
evening with a cookie social.  
 

On September 19
th
 close to thirty women 

gathered for a potluck supper, followed by 
everyone sharing about what food item 
they had brought and their recipe. Saturday, 
Oct. 29

th
, about 20 women came and went 

throughout the day and worked on projects 
such as sewing, quilting, scrapbooking, 
and group projects like tying comforters, 
coloring on the TMW poster, or cooking. 
Rosie Jantz and Norma Graber made 
Rosie's famous cinnamon rolls and even 
shared some of Rosie's tricks. Lunch    
consisted of soup and cinnamon rolls!  
 

On November 14
th
, 25 of us, along with a few 

guests, enjoyed hearing Violeta Ajquejay 
share her faith story. Violeta grew up in 
Guatemala and is now Associate Director 
of Anabaptist Biblical Institute. Thank you, 
Violeta, for sharing with us!  
 

   -Diana Schmidt, reporting 



 

What if continued 
 

It’s not always easy. I still have questions 

and struggle just like you do.  
 

But I wonder…. 
 

What if I had left those first stirrings      

simmering on the back burner? 
 

What if I would have given into the fear of 

failure?  
 

What if I had chosen bitter over better? 
 

What if we hadn’t taken this leap of faith 

together; my calling to be a pastor, and your 

calling me from within this congregation? 
 

What if? 

      ~Pastor Rosie 

        
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 1 # bulk Italian sausage 
- 1 cup chopped onions 
- 1 jar (7oz.) Roasted red peppers,   
   drained, chopped, and divided  
- 1 pkg. (10oz.) frozen chopped  
   spinach, thawed and well drained 
- 1 cup all purpose flour 
- 1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
- 1 tsp. dried basil 
- 1/2 tsp. salt 
- 8 eggs 
- 2 cups milk 
- 1 cup shredded provolone cheese 
 

- Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 
-  In a skillet, cook sausage and onion 
over medium heat until sausage is no 
longer pink; drain. Transfer to a greased 
3-qt. baking dish. Sprinkle with half of 
the red peppers and all the spinach. 
- In a bowl, combine flour, Parmesan 
cheese, basil and salt. Combine eggs 
and milk; add to dry ingredients and 
mix well. Pour over spinach. 
- Bake 20-25 min. or until a knife inserted 
comes out clean. Sprinkle with provolone 
cheese and remaining red peppers. 
Bake 2 min. longer or until cheese is 
melted. Let stand 5 minutes before 
cutting.  Yield:10-12 servings.  

Grace’s Goodies  

served at staff meeting 

Christmas Breakfast Casserole 

Rosie’s Reflections 
WHAT IF? 
 

In the early 90’s, while I was working at Hesston College (I had been working there 

for 20 years at that point) I began noticing “a stirring” within, a sort of restless feeling 

that I couldn’t quite pin-point. I wondered if I should be doing something different. 

One thing I considered doing was finish my degree, but I wasn’t sure where or in what 

field of study. About this same time I had also re-entered the admissions department, 

and there I worked with older students going back to school, some in nursing and 

others in the pastoral ministries program. What I noticed, especially in the pastoral 

ministry students, was that many of them were giving up successful careers to follow 

what they considered to be God’s call on their lives. Many had young families, and 

for some this was their first college experience. I found myself marveling at their 

courage and I was inspired by their stories. They were willing to make huge sacrifices 

and take giant leaps of faith. For some of them, the odds of being successful seemed 

stacked against them, but they plunged headlong into the challenges before them.  
 

I thought of my own circumstances, young children to care for and a husband who 

already worked two jobs. The obstacles seemed too great to make big changes; but 

I couldn’t help wondering if the stirring I felt was from God.  
 

Over the next 10 years I managed to either ignore my restlessness, or let it go 

dormant under life’s busyness. The stirring slowed to a simmer, usually out of sight 

and sound on the back burner. 
 

Fast-forward 10 years. Our boys were finishing high school and heading off to college, 

and Kent and I were left with an empty nest. This was also the time we transitioned 

from a church in Hesston to join Tabor Mennonite. Was this the time to go out on a 

wing and give school a try? After all, I was nearly 50 years old, and if not now, when? 

But what if I failed? How humiliating would that be? However, I decided to take a 

small leap by taking a few courses in Hesston’s pastoral ministries program. At 

least there I was among friends, right? It didn’t take long before I fell in love with 

the challenges of studying. I felt alive. I knew I was on the right path. 
 

During these years my parents died within a year of each other. The stress and 

sheer exhaustion from making trips to and from IL to help care for them drained 

me. My desire to study left. I was confused. Where was my sure calling? Where 

was my energy? Had God left me too? 
 

During the next few years I was given the opportunity to lead study groups for the 

Biblical Literature course I had taken, then asked to help teach the course during 

May term to nursing students. Slowly the grief of my parents’ passing lifted and my 

energy returned. Teaching and helping students learn became healing balm for my 

whole being, and I began to see God at work again. 
 

Then, just as things were going smoothly, BAM! A severe financial difficulty hit 

the College and my job was cut in half. I was devastated, angry, hurt and afraid. 

How could this happen to me after all these years of being a loyal employee, I 

thought. After a few days of processing and praying, I had to decide whether to stay 

and work part time or whether I would leave the college. The question before me 

was, would I let this make me bitter or better? 
 

I decided to continue working and also enrolled in the Christian Ministry program 

offered through Tabor College. Twenty-two months later I graduated with my 

bachelor degree! What I thought might kill me (going back to school) actually gave 

me more energy and a renewed outlook on life. 
 

There have been setbacks and challenges since then, like the stroke I had in 2011.  

Once again I had a choice, be bitter or be better. I chose to work hard at recovery. 
 

Two years later, in May 2013, you, Tabor Church, called me to be one of your pastors. 

I am so grateful for this privilege, and I am more convinced every day this is where 

God wants me to be, serving alongside you as we learn and grow together in the 

likeness of Jesus Christ. 
 



 

 
 

   Christmas at Tabor 
 

December 4: Parsonage Open House 
 

Come anytime between 3 and 5pm to Parsonage  

for an Open House! We would love for you to see  

the changes in our house and join us for some  

fellowship and refreshments during this festive season!     ~Phil and Mary  
 

December 11:  

Goessel Community Christmas Brass at Alexanderwohl Mennonite 
 

Come enjoy an evening of fellowship and music at 7pm with the McPherson 

Community Brass Choir under the direction of Jerry Toews along with the 

Goessel High School Elbiata Singers under the direction of Andrew Voth! 

An offering will be received during the service to support the ministries of 

the Goessel Ministerial Alliance.  
 

December 17: Tabor Mennonite Women’s Christmas Breakfast 
 

All women and girls are invited to the fellowship hall at 9am to celebrate 

Christmas with harpist Judy Mace. 
 

December 17-18: Night in the Barn 
 

The Tabor Mennonite Youth Fellowship will share the annual living nativity, 

Night in the Barn, from 6-8 pm on the farm of Maynard Knepp and Carol 

Duerksen. The story this year will be from the perspective of a sheep that 

witnessed the first Christmas, and is from a new book by Kim Funk called 

“Christmas at the Stable.” The come and go event includes Christmas carols 

around a bonfire, hot drinks and snacks. Admission is free and donations to 

the youth group will be accepted.  
 

December 18: Choir Program during Morning Worship 
 

The Adult Choir will proclaiming the Good News through song. 
 

December 24: Christmas Eve Celebration Service 
 

Celebrate the coming of our new King! Service begins at 7 pm.   

Come early to hear the piano and organ prelude by many different children. 
 

  December 25: Christmas Day Worship 
 

  Come celebrate the birth of Jesus through scripture and song!  

  Service begins at 10 am. 
 

  January 1: New Year’s Day Worship and Fellowship Time.  
 

  Service begins at 10 am. Please bring Christmas goodies to share. 

Christmas Giving Opportunities 
 
Christmas Giving Tree 
 

The Goessel Ministerial Alliance Christmas 
Giving Tree project:  Tags will be available 
on the tree at the Citizen’s State Bank on 
November 29 and gifts are to be returned 
by December 15. Here is an opportunity to 
help everyone have a blessed and happy 
Christmas! 
  
Tabor Church Food Pantry 
 

Gift boxes will again be assembled for 
families which we have assisted throughout 
the year. Your gifts of food and money 
will go to help fill the boxes and purchase 
hams, fruit, and gift cards to Keith’s Foods 
to be used for perishable items. If you 
would like to assist with packing boxes, 
call the church office for details. 
 
Advent Giving: Infant Care Kits 
 

Help mothers give their infants a good 
start. These kits are given to families    
displaced by war or disaster and are used 
in a number of other settings to help   
support mothers who lack the supplies 
they need for a new baby.  
 
Christmas Eve 
 

Offering will be received to help with 
shipping costs for Infant Care Kits. 


