
The Bible and Our Bodies:  
Created for Meaningful Relationships 

 

God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. 
Therefore I will make a fitting companion for him.” 
We were all created to be in intimate relationships 
with other people. This is God's good intention for all 
people, regardless of whether one is single or married, 
old or young, female or male.  

GATHERING AND PRAISING 
 

PRELUDE       Susan Merrifield 
 

LIGHTING THE PEACE LAMP Carol Duerksen 
 

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP        
 

*GATHERING HYMN                    “Here in this place”    No. 6 
  Diane Unruh, Accompanist 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER                   
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE             “Well met, dear friends”    No. 102 STS 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE  The Peace of Christ be with you ~ and also with you. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PROCLAIMING  
 

WORSHIP MUSIC                “The Love of God” CrossRoad  
 

CHILDREN’S STORY                             Eunice Nickel 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                Genesis 2:18-25 Phil Unruh 
                                    Ruth 1:1-18 Sharleen Francis 
  The Word of God for the people of God ~ Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON        “Where you go, I will go”  Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

RESPONDING 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE            “God of Eve and God of Mary”     No. 492 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 

HYMN OF PRAYER               “Help us to help each other”    No. 362 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 

 SENDING 
 

*SENDING HYMN              “The Lord lift you up”   No. 73 STJ 
 

*BENEDICTION                      
 

*POSTLUDE                 
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Tabor Mennonite Church Today 
 

We are so glad you are here with us to worship God and experience God’s love. 
This morning you were greeted by Russ and Barb Abrahams and Eric and Jill 
Litwiller. A special welcome is extended to all visitors. 
 

At the back of the sanctuary there is a quiet room for infants and mothers, as well as a 
toddler nursery for those age three and under, staffed today by Pamela Abrahams. 
 

In the pew pockets are Welcome Cards and Prayer Request Cards. If you are a 
visitor to Tabor, please fill out a Welcome Card and return it in the offering bag.   
If you have a prayer request or praise item, please fill out a Prayer Request Card 
and return to a Pastor’s mailbox. 
 

10:45 a.m.—Faith Formation for everyone. All college-age people are invited 
to Les and Cynthia Goerzen's home right after the church service for devotions 
and visiting, followed by lunch. 

 

This Week 
 

Monday, January 16 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.—Tabor Mennonite Women Work Evening to cut fabric into 
squares for comforters. Bring cotton fabric and a rotary cutter and board or    
scissors. There will be sign up sheets to volunteer for devotions, etc. at this meeting. 
 

Tuesday, January 17 
10:00 a.m.—Staff meeting 
 

Wednesday, January 18 
Wednesday Evening Ministries 
5:45 - 6:30 p.m.—Supper. Please sign up.  
6:30 - 6:45 p.m.—Children’s Choir Time 
6:45 - 7:00 p.m.—Regular class time for preschool through High School. 
      No Adult Bible Study. Begins January 25. 
7:45 p.m.—Adult Choir 
 

Thursday, January 19 
Newsletter items are due. 
10:00 a.m.—Stories and Stuff. Note the date correction! The Bethesda trio 
(Rick Woelk, Eric Schrag, and Gayle Voth) will bring us stories of faith 
through gospel music. Please join us for good music, conversation and food!  
 
 

Next Sunday, January 22 
 
 

9:30 a.m.— Next Sunday we continue our worship series on healthy   
sexuality. The theme will be The Gift of Singleness. Scriptures will be        
Matthew 19:12; I Corinthians 7:7-8, 25-35 and Pastor Phil will be preaching. 
 

10:45 a.m.—Faith Formation for everyone.  
 



Next Sunday continued 

 
11:45 p.m.—Mission Partner Potluck:  Plan to stay at church after     
Faith  Formation next Sunday, January 22 for a potluck lunch with Dan Smith 
Derksen, our Mennonite Mission Network (MMN) Mission Partner. This will  
be an opportunity to hear from him in person about his family's ministries in 
South Africa. Please bring your own table service and a potluck dish to share. 
If you are feeling adventurous, research and bring a dish that is eaten in 
South Africa! We will also receive donations to support Dan and Kathryn 
Smith Derksen and family. Please make checks out to "Tabor Mennonite 
Church" with "Mission Partners" in the memo line.  
 

Prayer Requests 

 

 Remember to Pray for: 

 

 Those recovering from illness and surgery. Lord, hear our prayer for  
comfort and healing. 

 

 Caring Quilt locations: The caring quilts are home. 
 
Thank you so much for your recent donation of infant care kits to MCC! 
These will help bring comfort and love to those who may be feeling vulnerable, 
alone, or scared when bringing an infant into the world. 
   -Mennonite Central Committee, N. Newton Offices 
 
Dates to Remember:  
February 4: Area Wide Post College Pre Family (PCPF) gathering at Tabor 
February 17-19: Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series at Hesston College  
February 19: Ministry Storytelling Sunday  
March 12: Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Fellowship Meal 
April 7-8: Mid Kansas MCC Sale 
April 15: Easter Sunday 
April 21-23: Bryan Moyer Suderman, community Bible Study and Concert 
July 4-8: Mennonite Church USA Convention in Orlando, FL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements and conference prayer requests are on the announcements 
page, which was either emailed to you or can be found in your church mailbox. 
Additional copies can be found in the literature rack. 

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
January 8, 2017 

Offering    =  $ 4551.25 
Adult F.F. =  $      50.85  
Jr. F.F.     =  $      34.98 

Attendance     =     169 
Attendance     =        68 
Attendance     =       38 

Wednesday Evening, January 11 
  Attendance    =    NA  

April 21

Questions for Reflection: Healthy Intimacy 
 

"The word intimacy literally means into-me-see. Intimacy is the ability to    
experience an open, supportive, compassionate relationship with another 
person without fear of condemnation or loss of one's identity.  It is knowing 
another person deeply and appreciating them anyway." ~ Rod Cooper 

 

 What stood out to you from the Genesis passage (Gen. 2:18-25) and 

Ruth 1? How did it feel to have these two passages read together?   
What questions do either of these passages raise? 

 What ingredients for healthy intimate relationships do you see modeled 

in the story of Ruth? 

 What experiences of hardship and transformation do you notice in the 

Ruth story? 

 In your own experience, how can hardship and transformation sometimes 

lead to closer relationships? What forms of hardship can get in the way 
of transformation? 

 What role does God's presence play in these relationships? 

 What comes to mind for you when you hear the word “intimacy?”       

How does the culture define “intimacy?” 

 If we define intimacy more broadly to include any relationship (between 

siblings, parents and children, other family members, friends, spouse, etc.) 
as “the ability to experience an open, supportive, compassionate relationship 
with another person without fear of condemnation or loss of one's identity,” 
who are the people who know you and understand you for who you are? 
Who are the people with whom you have intimate relationships? 

 What is it about these intimate relationships that you have especially 

appreciated? 

 What are some of the characteristics of these relationships that 

have been life-giving for you?  

 What are some of the intimate relationships that you have witnessed in your 

life (parents, siblings, friends, etc.)? What is it about these relationships 
that stands out to you? 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
Prelude: 9:15am                                                  Worship: 9:30am  
Fellowship Time: 10:30am                    Faith Formation: 10:45am 

 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 
Phone: 620-367-2318               email: tabor@tabormennonite.org 

Website: www.tabormennonite.org      
 

As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer  
hospitality, healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

Pastor:  
Philip Schmidt 
Cell:  620-386-0779 
email: 
pschmidt@tabormennonite.org 
 

Associate Pastor: 
Rosie Jantz 
620-367-8356 
Cell:  316-772-8740  
email: 
rjantz@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Katherine Goerzen 
Cell: 316-727-4986   
email:   
kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org  
 


