
The Bible and Our Bodies:  
The Gift of Singleness 

 

Paul proclaims: “Each has a particular gift from God, 
one having one kind and another a different kind.” All 
within the church are a vital part of the family of God, 
whether single or married, young or old, male or female. 
We affirm that those among us who are single have many 
gifts to offer the church, including their singleness itself. 

GATHERING AND PRAISING 
PRELUDE       Michelle Unruh 
 

LIGHTING THE PEACE LAMP Reece Hiebert 
 

INTRIOT    “Imbakwa”   -Papoulis     “Shut De Do”   -Hayes Elbiata Singers 
 

*WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP           adapted from Romans 12 
 

*GATHERING HYMN                    “There are many gifts”    No. 304 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER                   
 

*GATHERING HYMN             “Just as I am, without one plea”    No. 92STJ 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE  The Peace of Christ be with you ~ and also with you. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PROCLAIMING  
 

WORSHIP MUSIC   “How  can I keep from singing”  -Aspass Elbiata Singers 
 

CHILDREN’S STORY                             Sheri Schmidt 
 

SCRIPTURE READING          Matthew 19:10-12 Leann Toews 
                             I Corinthians 7:7-9, 25-35 Erica Stoltzfus 
  The Word of God for the people of God ~ Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON              “Undivided Devotion”  Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 

RESPONDING 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE               “One is the body”     No. 72 STJ 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS   
 

HYMN OF PRAYER               “Longing for light”   -verses 1 & 5 No. 54 STJ 
 

CONGREGATIONAL SHARING AND PRAYER Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

 SENDING 
 

*SENDING HYMN              “Take my life”    -verses 1,2, 5 & 6 No. 389 
 

*BENEDICTION                      
 

*POSTLUDE                    “Peace I leave with you”   -Shue Elbiata Singers  
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Tabor Mennonite Church Today 
 

We are so glad you are here with us to worship God and experience God’s love. 
This morning you were greeted by Duane and Sharon Adrian and Diane Loewen. 
We extend a special welcome to the Elbiata Singer from Goessel High School 
under the direction of Andrew Voth and accompanied by Marcia Brubaker. 
 

At the back of the sanctuary there is a quiet room for infants and mothers, as well as a 
toddler nursery for those age three and under, staffed today by Jill Litwiller. 
 

In the pew pockets are Welcome Cards and Prayer Request Cards. If you are a 
visitor to Tabor, please fill out a Welcome Card and return it in the offering bag.   
If you have a prayer request or praise item, please fill out a Prayer Request Card 
and return to a Pastor’s mailbox. 
 

10:45 a.m.—Faith Formation for everyone.  
 

11:45 p.m.—Mission Partner Potluck with Dan Smith Derksen. This will 
be an opportunity to hear from Dan in person about his family's ministries with 
Mennonite Mission Network (MMN) in South Africa. We will receive donations 
to support Dan and Kathryn Smith Derksen and family. Please make checks 
payable to "Tabor Mennonite Church" with "Mission Partners" in the memo line. 
 

2:30 p.m.—Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum annual meeting at 
Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church fellowship hall. See announcement for details. 
 
 

This Week 
 

Pastor Katherine will be at Pastor’s Week at Anabaptist Mennonite Seminary 
from January 22-26. 
 

Tuesday, January 24 
10:00 a.m.—Staff meeting 
12:00 p.m.—Tabor Ladies Lunch Bunch 
 

Wednesday, January 25 
Wednesday Evening Ministries 
5:45 - 6:30 p.m.—Supper. Please sign up.  
6:45 p.m.—Adult Bible Study Begins in the sanctuary overflow. 
All regular ministries resume. See bulletin board for full schedule. 
 

Thursday, January 26 
7:00 p.m.—Tabor leads program at Bethesda 
    —Fellowship Planning Team meets 
 
 

Next Sunday, January 29 
 

 

9:30 a.m.— Next Sunday we continue our worship series on healthy   
sexuality. The theme will be The Witness of Marriage. Scriptures will be 
Ephesians 3:16-19; 5:21-33 and Pastor Rosie will be preaching. 
 

10:45 a.m.—Faith Formation for everyone.  
 

11:45 a.m.—Faithfull Fitness celebration in the fellowship hall. 



Prayer Requests 

 
 

The following requests were shared on Sunday, January 15. 
 

 

 Pastor Phil thanked Pastor Katherine and the other worship leaders for 
proclaiming a core truth of the Bible and of the Gospel of Jesus Christ: 
God has created all people to live in loving and intimate relationships and 
Jesus came to reveal and provide a way for restored relationships between 
people and God and people and one another. Thanks be to God!  

 
 

 Ron Schroeder gave thanks that the ice storm did not hit as hard as    
expected. Thanks be to God. And, Lord, hear our prayer for those who 
were impacted by the storm as it traveled through the United States.  

 
 

 Remember to Pray for: 

 
 

 Those in our community who are suffering, grieving, and recovering from 
illness or surgery. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 

 The transfer of power taking place in the United States. Let us pray for all 
world leaders to act with integrity and work for peace and justice. Let us 
also put our undivided loyalty and hope in Jesus and in God's kingdom.  

 

 

 Those who live in fear in our country and in our world. Let us pray for 
peace. Let us also act for peace. Lord, hear our prayer.  

 
 

 Caring Quilt locations: The caring quilts are home. 
 
Dates to Remember:  
February 4: Area Wide Post College Pre Family (PCPF) gathering at Tabor 
February 17-19: Anabaptist Vision and Discipleship Series at Hesston College  
February 19: Ministry Storytelling Sunday  
February 25: Women’s Retreat in Goessel 
March 12: Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Fellowship Meal 
April 7-8: Mid Kansas MCC Sale 
April 15: Easter Sunday 
April 21: Child Dedications 
April 21-23: Bryan Moyer Suderman, community Bible Study and Concert 
July 4-8: Mennonite Church USA Convention in Orlando, FL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
January 15, 2017 

Offering    =  $ 3,104.29 
Adult F.F. =  $      38.05  
Jr. F.F.     =  $      11.80 

Attendance     =     117 
Attendance     =        49 
Attendance     =       31 

Wednesday Evening, January 18 
  Attendance    =    117 

April 21

Questions for Reflection: The Gift of Singleness 
 

 What stood out to you from these two Scripture passages (Matt. 19:10-12 

and 1 Cor. 7:7-9, 25-35)? What questions or insights do they raise for you? 

 Have you heard these passages read during worship or spoken of in faith 

formation? 

 If so, what was said about them?  

 If not, why do you think these passages haven't been addressed? 

 Why do you think Paul wished that everyone would be single, as he was? 

 All of us are single at some point in our lives. Many biblical characters 

were single (Jesus, Paul, Mary, Martha, John the Baptizer, etc.). Why 
then do you think the church has, for the most part, neglected to affirm 
the gift of singleness in our midst? 

 What have you heard (or not heard) about singleness from the church? 

What would you like to hear about singleness from the church? 

 What are some of the gifts and blessings of being single? What are some 

of the challenges? 

 What are some of the unspoken messages we communicate about    

singleness? As a church? As a society? 

 What are some opportunities for single people to serve God and the 

church that could be more difficult for people with families? 

 What lessons might the married majority within the church learn from 

single brothers and sisters? 

 All human beings have a fundamental need for love and intimacy.      

How might the church become a family that fosters true intimacy and  
vulnerability among all of its members, regardless of marital status?  

Tabor Mennonite Church 
Prelude: 9:15am                                                  Worship: 9:30am  
Fellowship Time: 10:30am                    Faith Formation: 10:45am 

 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 
Phone: 620-367-2318               email: tabor@tabormennonite.org 

Website: www.tabormennonite.org      
 

As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer  
hospitality, healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

Pastor:  
Philip Schmidt 
Cell:  620-386-0779 
email: 
pschmidt@tabormennonite.org 
 

Associate Pastor: 
Rosie Jantz 
620-367-8356 
Cell:  316-772-8740  
email: 
rjantz@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Katherine Goerzen 
Cell: 316-727-4986   
email:   
kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org  
 

Announcements and conference prayer requests are on the announcements 
page, which was either emailed to you or can be found in your church mailbox. 
Additional copies can be found in the literature rack.


