
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

April 2 - Restore us, O God!  

  We Breathe (Lent 5) 

 Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130;  

 Romans 8:6-11; John 11: 1-45 

 Carol Duerksen and Tuan Nguyen 
 

April 9 - Restore us, O God! 

 We Hope (Palm Sunday/Lent 6) 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; 

 Philippians 2:5-11;   

 Matthew 21:1-11 
 Pastor Phil, Jerry Toews, and 

 Maynard Knepp preaching 
 

April 13 - Holy Week Service 

 Supper, Communion, and Tenebrae 
  

April 16 - Restore us, O God! 

 We Live (Easter Sunday) 

 Jeremiah 31:1-6;    

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;  

 Colossians 3:1-4;    

 Matthew 28:1-10 

 Pastor Rosie preaching 
 

April 23 - Holy Humor Sunday 

 Parent Child Dedications 

 Bryan Moyer Suderman   
 

April 30– Jesus is the Center of our 

 Faith: Prayer 

 Matthew 26:36-46 

 Pastor Katherine preaching 

 

Phil’s Ponderings: 
 

“Community Renewal” 
 

Spring is a season of renewal: rains fall, grass grows,  

flowers bloom, and birds sing. Each year after winter,  

God’s creation is renewed. Lent is also a season of renewal as we give  

ourselves to journeying with Jesus to and through the cross. Then on Easter, 

we gather to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. And as we celebrate 

Jesus’ new life, we also celebrate the way that he lived and the way that he 

calls us to live as well!  

 

But spiritual renewal does not end with Easter. Easter is a new beginning, a 

new opportunity for all of us to live lives of renewal each and every day. One 

way that we can continue to find renewal is through studying scripture together 

in community. Therefore, I invite everyone to consider registering for the 

“Reading the Bible with Jesus” Bible Study, which is part of the first Goessel 

Community Renewal Event. This community Bible Study will take place on 

April 21-22, the Friday and Saturday after Easter. Bryan Moyer Suderman, an 

itinerant Bible teacher and singer/songwriter will lead the Bible Study sessions, 

and he will also join us for our Holy Humor Worship Service on Sunday 

morning, April 23 as we celebrate Parent and Child Dedications. During Faith 

Formation, Bryan will share some of his faith story and calling into ministry 

and then we will share a potluck meal together. Later that afternoon, Bryan 

will lead chapel at Bethesda Home and then come back to Tabor for a community 

concert for all ages at 4pm.  

 

I encourage everyone to participate actively in this community renewal event: 

- Register for the Bible Study 

- Attend Worship and Faith Formation on April 23 

- Come participate in the community concert that afternoon!  

 

Information brochures along with registration forms were placed in your 

church mailboxes and there are extra copies in the foyer. If you know of 

someone in the community that would enjoy participating, please take them   

a brochure. If you have questions, please let me know.  

 

I hope that this Community Renewal event will help us as followers of Jesus 

find renewal in our personal lives and as a larger community. I pray that the 

joy of this upcoming Easter season will continue forward into the weeks, 

months, and years ahead!  

 

            ~Peace, Pastor Phil   

 
 

Lent 2: “Wandering and Wondering” 



Katherine’s Candor  

 

This month we enter into a time of remembering Jesus' journey to the cross 

and God's raising him from the dead (and that it is, indeed, God, who has 

the final victory and the last laugh). 
 

On Palm Sunday, April 9 we will remember Jesus' triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem. He did not come riding on a war horse, but came riding on the 

foal of a donkey (and a borrowed one at that). He did not come wielding a 

sword, but instead stooped to wash his disciples' feet with a towel. He did 

not come with an entourage of the most powerful men in the nation, but 

with a rag tag group of disciples composed of fishers and peasants.  
 

Palm Sunday reminds us that the Lord we have pledged our allegiance to 

has a kingdom that looks completely “upside-down” from the kingdoms of 

this world. In a world preoccupied with hoarding and “storing up treasures 

on earth,” we remember that Jesus came proclaiming a different way to 

live which cares for the needs of others and calls us to give our possessions 

to the poor. Therefore, we will also be celebrating the ways that God is 

moving through the ministry of Mennonite Central Committee by celebrating 

the many ways that people generously give of their time, their talents, and 

their treasures at the Mennonite Relief Sale. 
 

But Palm Sunday marks only the beginning of our Holy Week journey. On 

Maundy Thursday, April 13, we will gather together to participate in holy 

communion, remembering Jesus' last supper with his disciples in the upper 

room. Following communion, we will join in a worship service around the 

cross, remembering Jesus' final hours before his tragic death when he was 

“crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law” (Acts 2:23). 
 

For the world did not understand the Good News of  God's Reign that Jesus 

came to proclaim. The kingdoms of this world felt threatened by the Kingdom 

of God to which Jesus' life and ministry witnessed. And so they lashed out 

with their final weapon, death, and death upon a cross.  
 

But we know that it is not the kingdoms of the world that have the final 

word, nor the final victory . . . 
                         ~Pastor Katherine 

Did you know . . .  
 

Year in Review:  
  

There was no slow down for MDS in 
2016. We served 539 homeowners in the 
United States and Canada with the hard 
work of the more than 3,800 volunteers 
who donated their time and energy to 
bring hope to those impacted by disaster. 
Volunteers throughout 2016 worked 
nearly 24,200 days doing clean up, home 
repairs, new builds, and rebuilding bridges. 
We thank you for your work and continued 
commitment to those in need. 
  

Help make 2017 another successful year: 
  

Thanks to the generosity of our volunteers and 
donors, MDS was able to take on a large 
number of projects in 2016. Your continued 
support will make 2017 another successful 
year as we work to bring disaster survivors 
home. Please consider the volunteer  
opportunities or offer a gift to support the 
efforts of volunteers at  project sites. 
 
 

 

Director's Blueprint: 
 

We know that traumatic events such as 
natural and human-caused disasters can 
have negative lasting effects on mental health 
and overall well-being. MDS volunteers 
have the privilege of meeting the disaster 
survivors and working on their homes. Many 
volunteers are concerned that they are not 
sure what to say. So here are three safe 
questions we encourage volunteers to ask, 
and then listen! 
 

1) How has this event harmed you? 
2) How can we address this harm together? 
3) What would bring you a sense of hope? 
 

These questions allow survivors to be 
back in the driver’s seat, so to speak,    
of their recovery and bring healing within 
their timeline. 
               -Kevin King, Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*information from: Mennonite Disaster Service 
eCommunications@mds.mennonite.net  
via mail83.atl51.rsgsv.net   

   

      ~April 9: 9:30 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship    

           Children’s Processional 

        ~April 13: 6:00 p.m. Holy Week Service  

          Communion 

      ~April 15: 10:00 a.m. Easter Egg hunt in 

       Tabor Church Park 

        ~April 16: 9 a.m. Easter Breakfast 

       10 a.m. Easter Worship 

       Faith Formation classes will not meet 
 

Share an Easter Lily in honor of a loved one on  

Easter Sunday. Names of those to be honored,  

along with names of those sharing the lilies need  

to be turned in to the church office by Wednesday  

evening, April12 to be listed in the bulletin. Lilies  

need to be brought to the church, clearly marked  

on the bottom with the name of the donor, and left 

in the foyer by noon on Saturday, April 15. 

https://support.google.com/mail/answer/1311182?hl=en


 Rosie’s Reflections 
As we journey through the difficulty of Lent, we may be wandering, often 

in uncertainty and darkness, anxiously wondering when the light will shine 

at the end of this long, dreary tunnel. However, without the Lenten journey 

we miss the whole message of Easter. Even though it’s long and difficult, 

not unlike the birthing pangs of labor, this journey puts us in touch with 

ours and the world’s pain and suffering. We hunger for God’s love to sustain 

us as we wander and wonder with curiosity. We thirst deeply for life-giving 

water, but often our sight is clouded to see it clearly within reach. With every 

breath we wait, anticipating the cries of new birth, and for instant relief of 

our labor pains. But don’t rush it. Do the journey of Holy week as Pastor 

Katherine explains, and then come on Easter Sunday, ready to fully participate 

and celebrate. We’ll remember as Mother Mary ponders the birth, life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus. It will be a service of celebration, bursting from 

the womb and the tomb, just as prophesied and promised. Its news we can 

scarcely take in. It’s the astonishing 

good news of God’s steadfast love 

(bursting from the tomb) that endures 

forever for all people (Psalm 118)!   

Come; let us celebrate the risen Christ 

as we worship and feast together.  

There is light at the end of the tunnel! 

“The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness did not overcome it”  

(John 1:5).  
 

                  ~Grace and peace, Pastor Rosie 
    

Tabor Mennonite Women 
 

The Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Comforter Blitz at Yoder took place 

during the days of March 6-8. Six Tabor ladies attended: Bonnie Heinrichs, 

Deloris Schmidt, Phyllis Goertzen, Kim Funk, and Sharon Adrian, with 

Leann Toews helping in the kitchen. In the three days, 75 congregations were 

represented, with 446 attenders completing 306 comforters for MCC relief efforts. 
 

The Tabor Mennonite Women met March 11 from 9:00-12:00 to work on 

MCC projects. We had 20 ladies helping to tie 4 comforters, make magnetic 

clips out of clothes pins and put together "Bean soup in a jar".  
 

                  -Sharon Adrian, reporting 

St. Patrick’s Potato Potluck 
Winners of Potato decorating contest: 

Keith and Barb Banman, Sharon Adrian 

Joy is prayer.      
 Joy is strength.     
  Joy is love.     
Joy is a net of love by which you can 
 catch souls.  
 

God loves a cheerful giver.   
One gives most who gives with joy.  
The best way to show our gratitude  
 to God and people is to accept 
 everything with joy. 
 

A joyful heart is the inevitable result  
 of a heart burning with love.  
Never let anything so fill you with  
 sorrow as to make you forget   
 the joy of the Christ risen. 
 

     -Mother Teresa 



 

Mission Partners:  
Dan and Kathryn Smith Derksen 

 

South Africa 
 

Dan and Kathryn reflect on Jesus’ 

presence in the communities they 

serve. Kathryn wrote: “God worked 

a miracle in South Africa 20 years 

ago, and the fruit of those events is 

still evident. Although, there is a lot of work to do yet. If Desmond Tutu 

can find hope and thankfulness for God’s mercy after listening to some 

of the worst stories in modern history [told in the context of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission], then I know Jesus is at work. And if 

hope is a way of life and not just a feeling, then I do have hope. 

 

“The South African Church struggled the whole time with apartheid. In 

fact, some churches instigated this legalization of racism. Denominations 

and families were irreparably divided by what they believed was truth 

and how they lived it. When it came down to it, many Christians were 

able to live with injustice and rationalize it biblically and from the pulpit. 

I fear the United States is headed in this same direction. Churches and 

their leaders must be faithful to Jesus’ social gospel and choose to be 

pilgrims moving in the direction of the kingdom of God. Some big tests 

are ahead for the Church, and I pray that we find light and truth.” 

 

Dan wrote: “In our work with Southern African Development and      

Reconstruction Agency Conflict Transformation, we talk about    

interconnectedness. We try to help people think 

about the ways in which we need each other. 

One of the barriers we bump up against in    

dialogue is the economic factor. It’s easy to   

see where the disadvantaged need those with 

more means, but much harder to identify the 

need in reverse. Helping work through this    

one-way thinking is a key component for us in the identity work we do, 

which accompanies the understanding and management of conflict. For 

me, this is part of the calling as a follower of Jesus, who said, ‘Blessed 

are the peacemakers,’ and who also went into the areas where others 

feared to go and spent time with those whom many had rejected. As his 

followers, we must also be willing to do likewise. 

 

“South Africa has survived its past. Working with people like our 

director, Reverend Oscar Siwali, who is a beacon of light shining 

toward a better future, is what gives me hope and faith in the Church. 

Through faithful followers of Jesus like him, we will survive any war or 

menace the people of the world can inflict upon one another.” 
 

*article from: Mennonite Mission Network: News from around the world. April, 2017 

 

It’s easy to see where the 

disadvantaged need those 

with more means, but much 

harder to identify the need in 

reverse.  

Western District Women in Mission is 
pleased to announce a significant event 
they are bringing to central Kansas. 
Sister Care: Level 2 “Going Deeper” 
week-end retreat (a program of Mennonite 
Women USA) led by Carolyn Heggen and 
Rhoda Keener will be offered May 5-7 at 
the Spiritual Life Center in Wichita.  
  

As women we rarely have the opportunity 
to reflect on our own life journeys. Come, 
join others as we go deeper with Sister 
Care core teachings and grow in our 
ability to: 

 See ourselves as God sees us and 
know that we are truly beloved. 

 Recognize some of the tools that 
help people heal from deep wounds. 

 Clarify how we want to use the rest 
of our one precious life so that we 
spend our time and energy in ways 
that grow out of and fulfill our life 
calling and mission. 

 Discern ways to set personal limits in 
order to embrace God’s purpose for 
our lives. 

 Identify wounds from the past that 
still need God’s healing touch and 
learn ways to transform these 
wounds into life-giving energy.   

 Learn ways to recognize the frozen 
grief of ambiguous loss. 

 Recognize and celebrate God’s 
grace and love in our lives. 

 

Sister Care:  Level 2 “Going Deeper” 
provides time for personal reflection, table 
conversations, and learning activities. 
  

The retreat will include new material 
while building on the core concepts from 
the original Sister Care seminar. 
(Prerequisite:  Attend Sister Care Level 1 
seminar or view Sister Care DVD and read 
manual.) 
  

Know of someone else who might enjoy a 
time with other women and a place to 
retreat and deeper communing with God, 
share this information with her. Women have 
found this retreat to be a safe place to openly 
state God’s many ways of caring for us. 
  

—Berni Kaufman, Executive Assistant 
Mennonite Women USA 
 
Registration form and information is on 
the bulletin board in church foyer. 


