
Congregational Announcements  
 

Karina’s Journey to Ecuador: Karina Brandt will be traveling to Ecuador to 
do missionary work with Mennonite Mission Network in 2017-2018. Plan to stay 
for the noon fundraiser meal on Sunday, August 20. Your generous donations to 
help with expenses for this mission experience will be greatly appreciated! 
 

All Teacher In-Service: All Sunday morning and Wednesday evening teachers 
for adults and children will meet on Sunday, August 20, 3:30-5 p.m. Pastor Phil 
Schmidt will lead the input with others contributing. Faspa will be served.  
 

The Tabor Trading Post will be open August 27 immediately following faith  
formation. Anyone may make something to sell or may offer a service.    
Children have already made flower pots, jewelry, artwork and more.         
Proceeds from this event support our building fund. Adults who want table space 
at the Trading Post should contact Carol Duerksen.  
 

Mennograss will take place on Sunday, August 27. Food will be served   
beginning at 5:30 pm and live music will begin around 6 pm. We invite everyone 
who comes to bring lawn chairs, table service and a side dish or dessert to share.  
 

"Followers Retreat":  Join Tabor’s "followers (of Jesus) retreat" on Wednesday, 
August 30 from 6-9:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please eat supper before you 
come. Snacks will be provided. Our focus will be group discussion on the theme of 
"Commitment to the Body of Christ." Everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend!  
 

Two deacon positions to fill: The deacons are asking you to submit names of 
persons whom we could invite into a discernment process to consider serving in the 
role of deacon for Tabor Church. Send your suggestions to deacon chair Ron Schroeder 
(nanron@mtelco.net), 620-345-8703, or any of the deacons, by August 31.  
 

Church Campout: Come to Camp Mennoscah on September 16-17 for our 
church retreat focusing on the theme: "Stories of Hope." Please return registration 
forms (found in mailboxes or on the table in the foyer) to the box in the foyer.  
We hope that everyone can join us, even if just for Sunday morning.  
 

Thank you for your donations to the Tabor Food Pantry this summer. Every 
time our shelves seemed to empty, groceries were donated to replenish in time 
for the next client. The pantry has seen frequent use throughout the summer and 
needs of our clients and new clients continue. Most needed are: oatmeal, boxed 
meals (Hamburger Helper/Rice-a-Roni type meals), canned tuna and chicken, 
soups, mashed and boxed potatoes, rice, cereal, pancake mix, syrup, cake mix, 
canned fruits, apple sauce, spaghetti and spaghetti sauce, tomatoes, mixed   
vegetables (we have plenty of green beans, corn and peas), dish soap, laundry 
soap, shampoo, and paper grocery bags. Our checking account to purchase gift 
cards to Keith's Foods for perishable grocery items is also running low. Cash  
donations are appreciated as well. Thank you for your continued support of this 
community ministry. Those who use the Food Pantry are very appreciative.  
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Garden Produce: If you have extra garden produce that you would like to 
share, please leave it on the table in the foyer. Anyone may take some home. 
You may leave a donation for the food pantry ministry. 
 
 

Conference Announcements  

Prayer Requests: 
  

 Western District Conference: Pray for the WDC Stewardship Commission 

and Ministerial Leadership Commission, each gathering this week for their 
first meeting in the new organizational year. 

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Dan and Kathryn Smith Derksen and their sons 

spent July in North America speaking on behalf of MMN. Pray for them as 
they return to South Africa, working with Southern African Development and 
Reconstruction Agency to achieve 2020 vision: 20 trained conflict mediators 
in 20 communities by 2020.   

 

 Mennonite Church USA: We call all of Mennonite Church USA to pray 
for justice and mercy in our nation, that we may grant to all the dignity and 
respect which they deserve as people loved by God, and for whom Christ 
died. For full article go to: http://mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/call
-prayer-action-response-violence-charlottesville/ 

 

Western District Conference  
 

It's not too late to register for the womens/girls retreat at Camp Mennoscah 
September 8-10! Find the schedule and registration forms on the bulletin board 
in the foyer or online at mennowdc.org/calendar/. Offering on Sunday morning 
will go to Mennonite Women USA. We'll be celebrating 100 years of Mennonite 
Women Friday evening with a drama and hymn sing, lots of fun seminars and 
activities for girls age 3rd grade on up and women of all ages, swimming and 
water aerobics, campfire, giant coloring sheets, catered meals, spiritual directors 
available and Barb Krehbiel Gehring as our featured speaker on "Together: 
Rooted and Reaching." Come join us!  
 
Camp Mennoscah:  
  

 —The Mental Health Spiritual Retreat is September 3-4 and everyone is invited.  
The theme for the weekend is Branching Out and will include sessions, activities, a 
hayrack ride, swimming, and time to catch up with friends both old and new.  
 

—Work & Play Camp for all ages at Camp Mennoscah! This service-oriented 
retreat will take place Sept. 29-Oct. 3 in the wild prairie on the Ninnescah River. We'll 
be working on projects that have popped up and having coffee and conversation, too. 
It's a great opportunity to be part of our camping ministry and to see Camp Mennoscah 
in the fall.  We'll have plenty of hot chocolate or iced tea--whatever the weather calls 
for--and lots of good fellowship. There is no cost for this retreat. Come for one day or 
for all days! 
 

—Scrapbook and Crafts Retreats are just a couple of months away! All 
crafty, scrappy, and croppy people are invited to join us for a weekend of creativity, 
relaxation, conversations with friends, and maybe productivity. It's whatever you 
want! Two weekends are offered this fall, Nov. 3-5 and Nov. 17-19.   



Information for all retreats at Camp Mennoscah or to register:  
Online at www.campmennoscah.org            Telephone: 620-297-3290.   
Email: office@campmennoscah.org.  
Contact: olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org. 
 
4th biennial Worship and the Arts Symposium: Registration is now open: Sat., 
Nov. 18, at Bethel College, North Newton, KS, “Seasons of the Soul: Enacting the 
Mystery of Faith,” with special guest presenter and resource person Ted Swartz. 
Symposium registration includes Swartz’s performance of “Slightly Left of Normal,” 
Fri., Nov. 17, in Krehbiel Auditorium (admission charge for non-symposium registrants). 
Registration discount for groups of 3 or more from a single congregation –   for a 
complete schedule and online registration, see bethelks.edu/worshiparts 
 
The annual MCC Flatlander Bike Ride will be held on Saturday, September 16, 
originating at the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) offices, 121 East 30th, N. 
Newton. This year’s ride will raise funds for a MCC water development project in  
India. Rides of approximately 35, 45, and 65 miles, as well as a shorter family ride, 
are planned. Informational brochures are available through the church office. The 
brochure is also available on the MCC website: mcc.org/get-involved/events/mcc-
flatlander-bicycle-ride. Or, you can register on-line at that website. Both bikers and 
contributors are needed! Contributions for this MCC project from non-bikers should 
be made payable to MCC; “Flatlander Bike Ride” written on the memo line; and sent 
to: MCC, PO Box 235, N. Newton, KS  67117. A brochure is posted on the bulletin 
board. Additional brochures available upon request from the church office. 
 

Circle of Grace training at the Mennonite Central Committee Resource Center: 
August 24 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. The training helps those working with children 
understand the Circle of Grace curriculum and how to implement this important 
resource for child protection. Cost: $20.00 per person. To register email: 
kathywiens59@gmail.com or call 316-587-7244.    
 
Earn an MDiv without relocating! Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary’s 
Master of Divinity (MDiv) Connect program offers you the chance to pursue a 
seminary degree right where you live. By taking 13–14 credit hours per year in 
online and hybrid formats, you can complete the 80-hour program in six years. 
Scholarships and financial aid are available. www.ambs.edu/mdivconnect 
 

AMBS online short course: Exploring Anabaptist History and Theology: 
Sept. 13 – Oct. 24, 2017. This Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary online 
short course taught by Jamie Pitts, Ph.D., covers the birth and development of 
16th-century Anabaptist movements and looks at various interpretations of the 
meaning of “Anabaptism” today. Cost: $200 before Aug. 23; $250 after. CEUs 
available. www.ambs.edu/lifelong-learning/anabaptist-short-courses 

 
Bethel College: 
 

—Sun., Aug. 27 – Ben Goossen will speak on “Are Mennonites German? Religion 
and Nationalism in the Global Diaspora,” and sign his book Chosen Nation:   
Mennonites and Germany in a Global Era (2017), 3 p.m., Kauffman Museum 
(books will be available for purchase in the museum store). 
 

Change of Venue – Tues., Sept. 12, 7 p.m.: Leonard Pitts Jr., will speak in Bethel 
College’s Memorial Hall, a change from previous announcements and some 
printed material. Pitts will speak on “What Now? America in the Age of Trump,” 
and sign copies of his books. 


