
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

Nov. 4 - We Are Witnesses:   

 Prison Break 
 Acts 12 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Nov. 11 - We Are Witnesses:  

 Paul and Barnabas 
 Acts 13-14 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Nov. 18- We Are Witnesses:   
 Church Council 

 Acts 15 

 Pastor Katherine preaching 
  

Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving   

 Thanksgiving Testimonies 

 

 
 

 

Phil’s Ponderings:  “Practicing Gratitude” 
 

During Faith Formation, I have had the joy of facilitating a discussion on 

Brad Roth’s book, God’s Country: Faith, Hope, and the Future of the Rural 

Church. In chapter 4 of this book, Roth proclaims the power of gratitude.    

He says, “There is no church without thanksgiving. This is why Paul told the 

Colossian church, ‘Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him’  

(Colossians 3: 17).”1 Later in the chapter, Roth says, “Thankfulness is the 

cure, in part because it takes the spotlight off us and our abilities. We give 

thanks for all the ways that people and the church and our communities are 

God-touched and God-infused. We reposition the narrative in God and God’s 

grace.”2 

 

Sisters and Brothers, I invite us all to practice a posture of gratitude in our 

everyday lives. This doesn’t mean ignoring or minimizing the things in life 

that are hard or frustrating. But it does mean seeing our whole life, all our 

experiences, in light of God’s grace. It means recognizing the many ways we 

are blessed and can live as a blessing even in the midst of the difficult times. 

When we live with this posture of gratitude, our lives are transformed to look 

more like Jesus as we live more fully into God’s in-breaking kingdom.  

 

As you consider the power of thanksgiving, I invite you to reflect on the    

following questions:  

 

- What are you grateful for in your life? (name several responses) 

- In what ways would you like to practice more gratitude?  

- How will your life change by more fully embracing a posture of 

thanksgiving?  

 

May we all be ready to praise God and give thanks for God’s goodness 

and grace. If you have a specific thanksgiving testimony to share with the 

congregation, please let a pastor know. On Sunday, November 25, our worship 

service will focus on the theme of gratitude and we will have opportunity for 

several people to share. 

 

               ~Peace, Pastor Phil 

 
 

 

 

 

1Roth, Brad. God's Country: Faith, Hope, and the Future of the Rural Church (Kindle Locations 

1333-1335). Herald Press. Kindle Edition. 
2Ibid., Kindle Locations 1367-1369.  

Parent and Child Dedication 

Mark and Carrie Smith and Kaylynn 

FF Children 



Rosie’s Reflections: 
 

Throughout my life, caring for others has played a dominate role. In my   

37 years at Hesston College, I cared for many students as I recruited and 

advised them. In my role as wife and mother, caring for my family is first 

and foremost. Soon after joining Tabor church, I was called into the Deacon 

caring ministry. Now, as one of your pastors, pastoral care is a primary 

responsibility, a role that I love. You might say, caring is who I am. It’s 

who God created me to be. However, I believe we are all created with a 

capacity to love and care for and about each other. It’s an integral part of 

who we are created to be. Out of love we are created, therefore we extend 

God’s love and care to each other, to ourselves and to all creation.  

 

One of the things I look forward to every month is gathering for Lunch 

Bunch with Tabor women. On the 1st Thursday, those who work in or live 

close to Newton gather for lunch (usually at “Under 701 café”). On the 4th 

Tuesday, Tabor women who live close to Goessel or at Bethesda Home 

meet for lunch at Bethesda. Some women attend both opportunities. We 

meet to eat and visit with no specific agenda, although it’s a good place to 

bring up questions or ideas you have brewing. For example, at Bethesda 

one year we organized a card shower for someone going through a difficult 

time. Some of  the women who meet in Newton are travelers, and often 

share pictures, letting us live vicariously through their adventures. It’s a way to 

share, learn and care for and about each other. Please let me know if you 

want to come, although you are more than welcome to join us without notice! 

 

There are many other ways we care for each other. How are you being 

cared for? How are you caring for others? Maybe you have a story to share 

during this season of Thanksgiving. 

 

As I think about the many ways we care for each other, I’m reminded of 

Romans 12:5 (CEB). “In the same way, though there are many of us,   

we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each other.”   

 

          ~Grace and peace, Pastor Rosie 

 

Update from the Building Committee 
 

The building committee is excited about the progress on the building project. 

We have seen the new addition covered in sheeting, and are nearing the 

point of having it fully enclosed. We have been working on the drive around 

the facility and planning accessibility. The plumbers and electricians have 

been busy as well. We have appreciated the leadership of Kenton Nickel and 

Dale Alderfer and the time of many volunteers as we have been preparing 

children’s Faith Formation rooms. The builders are expecting that the new 

elevator will be available for use at the chicken BBQ on November 1. 

Hopefully the addition will be open for tours that evening. If you have not 

had a chance, make sure to check out the progress on the Faith Formation 

rooms and come walk through the new building. 
 

               ~Brent Abrahams 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JoinHands 
 

Sharing resources for new church buildings 
 

“JoinHands is [Mennonite Church USA 
Mennonite Men’s] arm for giving and 
grantmaking. Through our JoinHands 
Mennonite Church Building Program 
(formerly known as "Tenth Man"), we   
provide grants to help new congregations 
acquire their first church building. Mennonite 
Men has given over 1.9 million dollars to 
new congregations for this purpose. 
 

We invite individuals and congregations to 
give to JoinHands. We especially ask 
churches pursuing building projects to give 
as a way of sharing resources and serving 
"fair balance" with congregations in need. 
   

Paul wrote in his appeal to churches, I do 
not mean that there should be relief for 
others and pressure on you, but it is a 
question of a fair balance between your 
present abundance and their need, so that 
their abundance may be for your need, in 
order that there may be a fair balance       
(2 Corinthians 8:13-15). 
 

Help us accomplish this fair balance. We 
can extend grants only as donors give to 
this program.”

1 

 

1https://www.mennonitemen.org/joinhands 

Donations:  

Mennonite Men Join Hands  

Tabor Mennonite Building Fund 



Tabor Mennonite Women 

Tabor Mennonite Women met on Oct. 8  
for Book Review/Book Share. Why do you 
read the book you read? Is it because of 
who the author is, is it for inspiration, is 
it for enjoyment, is it because the title 
drew you in, is it to put a smile on a 
child's face? 
 
The women were asked to bring 1 or 2 
books to share with the group. Most of 
us found it was difficult to limit ourselves 
to 1 or 2 books, some of us brought 3-6 
books. Each person shared the books 
they brought and a little bit about them. 
It was interesting to hear about the 
many books and everyone’s interests. 
 
This was done in an attempt to encourage 
us to share our books with those around us.   
 
   ~Lois Voth & Brenda Buller  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Tabor Trading Post will be back on 
December 9 and 16 following Sunday 
morning Worship and Faith Formation. 
Bring your projects to sell and come 
purchase items to benefit the Tabor 
Building Fund. If you have questions, 
please ask Carol Duerksen. 
 

 

 

Katherine’s Candor  

 

It has been exciting to start thinking about Night in the Barn again this year 

(and it has been great to hear excited comments from a number of you 

already)! I know that this is a meaningful holiday tradition for many in our 

community. We have greatly appreciated all of the hard work, preparation, 

and planning that Carol and Maynard have put into this event for so many 

years! Thank you both for your vision, creativity, and willingness to 

proclaim the good news of the Christmas story year after year! 

 

I am also excited about the new possibilities that this year brings, as Night 

in the Barn will be hosted by Kristi and Brandon Unruh and their family at 

the Pumpkin Patch! Kristi has written a wonderful script and has a lovely 

vision of how to get many people from the congregation involved regardless 

of age or where you feel led to share your talents. Options range from 

portraying a character from the Christmas story to shepherding groups of 

people throughout the evening to hear different parts of the story, from providing 

goodies for the Snack Shack to praying that everyone who attends may 

indeed hear and ponder God’s good news of great joy for all people! 

 

Night in the Barn will be presented on December 1, 2, 8 & 9 from 5 to 8pm. 

Part of the contributions will go towards the Tabor Church Building Project.  

 

If you are interested in helping with this multi-generational opportunity to 

share the good news of the Christmas story, please contact Kristi Unruh. 

Many thanks to those of you who have already offered to help! 

  

         ~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine 
 

T ABOR P OST RADING 

Thanksgiving Meal at Tabor 
 

Would you like to join us for Thanksgiving dinner? 

Meal served at Tabor 

Thursday, November 22, Thanksgiving Day at noon 

More details will follow 

 

              Community Thanksgiving Meal 
 

                              Sunday, November 11, 5-6:30 p.m.  

                              Goessel Elementary Gymnasium 

                               This is a free community event 

                             Everyone is welcome! 



 

Upside Down Living 
  

“Raising kids is hard enough. But raising    

kids to heed Jesus’ upside-down call away 

from status and power and toward service  

and sharing? It can seem almost impossible.      

So how can parents model countercultural 

choices? What habits can help families     

joyfully follow Christ instead of the latest 

trend? Gather with your faith community  

[or use for personal study] to search the 

Scriptures and discuss how to raise faithful 

kids in the twenty-first century.”1 

   

Our own Pastor Katherine Goerzen and husband Peter are co-authors of 

the parenting edition in the books series, Upside Down Living, now 

available from Herald Press. “Live out your Christian faith through the 

lens of Jesus. Follow values that seem so counter-cultural they appear to 

be upside down. Each compelling six-session Upside Down Living Bible 

study helps us encounter the teachings of Jesus and wrestle with living 

out the kingdom here and now. . . . Be inspired and transformed in your 

faith. Live upside down.”2 

 
1https://mail.google.com/mail/ca/u/0/?shva=1#label/Newsletter/1667dd255cbcb80f 
2Ibid 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

—Night in the Barn . . .  
 In a new setting! 
 December 1 & 2, 8 & 9  
 at Papa’s Pumpkin Patch 
 

—1st Sunday in Advent 
 December 2      
 The Lord is our Righteousness 
 

—Parsonage Open House 
 December 2 
 

—Tabor Mennonite Women  
    Christmas Breakfast 
 December 8 
 

—Community Christmas Brass 
 December 9 
 

—Tabor Adult Choir Program 
 December 23 
 

—Christmas Eve Celebration Service 
 December 24 
 

Giving 
 

—Goessel Community Giving Tree 
 
—Advent & Christmas Eve: 
   Mennonite Central Committee Kits 
  

      
         Coming  
 

          in 
 

       December 
 
 
 
   Events 
 

       & 
 

    Giving 
Opportunities 


