Phil’s Ponderings: “Reflecting Back and Looking Ahead”

Future Tabor Mennonite Women
attended the January meeting!

Sunday Worship Themes
Feb. 3 - We are Witnesses:
Ministry Storytelling
Acts 22

Ministry Team Representatives
Feb. 10 - We are Witnesses:
Paul on Trial
Acts 23-26
Pastor Katherine preaching
Feb. 17 - We are Witnesses:
Paul to Rome
Acts 27-28
Pastor Phil preaching
Feb. 24 - Youth Sunday
Scripture: TBD
Youth

As we continue journeying into 2019, I encourage all of us to take time to reflect
back on this past year and also look ahead to coming opportunities. One way to
do this is by reading the Tabor Annual Report Book. These reports remind us
both of God’s faithfulness to us as well as our continued desire to be faithful to
God. I encourage everyone to attend our Ministry Storytelling Worship Service
on February 3, where we will hear thoughts from many of our Tabor ministry
teams. Another way to reflect back and look ahead is by reading the notes from
our recent church retreat, during which we reflected on past goals and envisioned
new dreams and opportunities. Sisters and Brothers, as we reflect back, look
ahead, and journey forward, may we keep our eyes and hearts focused on the
leading of God’s Spirit.
~Peace, Pastor Phil

Katherine’s Candor
Pastor Phil and I are excited to begin catechism with four of our amazing High
School youth: Elizabeth Alderfer, Dawson Duerksen, Audessi Unruh, and
Porclein Unruh. We are reading Jesus for President by Shane Claiborne as well
as Luke – Acts to help guide our discussions, and we will be learning spiritual
practices together. We are also grateful for opportunities to enjoy meals and hear
faith testimonies provided by parents, teachers, sponsors, Kim Funk, and Pastor
Rosie. We greatly appreciate your prayers, support, and encouragement as we
explore what it means to follow Jesus together!
~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine

Rosie’s Reflections
On March 3, all adults are invited to join together in the basement Fellowship
Hall for Faith Formation. Here we will engage in the first session of Journey
Forward, “ Mennonite Church USA’s church wide renewal process of engaging
Scripture, storytelling and sharing how God is at work in the lives of people and
congregations across MC USA.” There are 12 sessions, with the first and the last
being joint sessions. We encourage leaders to help guide their classes in vibrant
discussion by using the accompanying Pathways Study Guide, which will be
available for every class. These sessions will continue throughout March, April
and May, excluding Easter Sunday, when Faith Formation classes will not meet.
We are excited to be taking this journey together as a community of faith to
discover how we might renew our commitment to “Follow Jesus, Witness to God’s
Peace, and Experience Transformation” in our lives and beyond, remembering
that it’s always a journey, not a conclusion. As we look forward to using our new
space (the place of our last joint session on May 26), it is our hope that Journey
Forward will be a catalyst for joining and growing together spiritually into a
dwelling place for God, with Christ Jesus as our cornerstone (Ephesians 2).
~Grace and peace, Pastor Rosie

Tabor Mennonite Women
In December, Tabor Mennonite
Women and girls enjoyed our
annual Christmas breakfast on
Saturday, December 8th. Brandy
Ashley had beautifully decorated
tables and the social committee of
Violeta Suastegui, Leann Toews,
Kris Schmidt and Jo-Ann Schmidt
prepared and served a delicious
meal. We moved to the sanctuary
for our program. Janna Duerksen
had a special presentation for the
young girls. Joann Nickel, of the
Goessel area, brought a beautiful
program of piano music with
Sharon Adrian reading portions of
the Christmas story. Brian Voth
assisted with projecting the visuals
on the screen. It was a beautiful
morning! Approximately 85 attended.
Tabor Mennonite Women met on
January 21 and tied 5 comforters.
Several ladies picked up the
embroidery hoops and began
working on tea towels. There are
still some stamped towels to stitch
if you'd like, contact Sharon Adrian.
Seven children also attended. They
colored and drew pictures, played
school and other games. Denise
Nickel and BarbBaman provided
snacks. We also began our new
book study entitled "Every Day
Worship" by Carol Penner.
-Reported by Barb Banman

Time, Talent and Treasure
If you enjoy seeing the progress on Tabor’s expansion each Sunday, or if you’ve
heard the announcements asking for volunteers to put up drywall or to paint, you
are aware that gifts of time and labor have allowed for significant cost savings
over the course of our building campaign. But do you know just how much all
that volunteer labor has saved us?
As the Finance Task Force begins to zero-in on final numbers to reach our
$100,000 challenge goal by next fall, the results of the time that so many of you
have given are coming into sharper focus as well. Conservatively, the task force
estimates that the more than 50 individuals who have done demolition, hauled
dirt, installed insulation, painted, and much more have already saved the
congregation in excess of $20,000! And while there remains a substantial
(though shrinking) financial goal ahead of us, the talents and gifts shared by so
many in the congregation have made a tremendous difference.
Kenton Nickel has done a phenomenal job of recruiting volunteers and moving
their work forward so as not to infringe on our contractor’s schedule, but the
job is not done yet! We continue to rely on you to spare a few evenings and
Saturdays in the coming weeks, as well as to fulfill your outstanding pledges
and prayerfully discern in your own lives how much a healthy and growing
church is worth for your children and grandchildren.
Within a few months, the work will be done. The building will be built. There
will be some brand-new, shiny kitchen appliances to match our brand-new,
shiny elevator. Flooring will be down, windows and doors will be sealed against
the weather, and toddlers will be pulling themselves up on folding chairs for
their first steps. The time, talent and treasure that you have invested in the future
of Tabor Mennonite Church will come back to you as memories when you see
the outlet cover you screwed in on the south wall, or observe the smiles of our
youth enjoying a Faith Formation lesson that wouldn’t have been possible in the
basement. What will your memory be? What will you say when you’re asked
how you helped? Remember that all we have is given to us by God. Blessings
for all that you do.
-Eric Litwiller
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Bulletin Announcements due 8 a.m. Thursday mornings.

Bi rt hday s
1 - LeRoy Goertzen
Justin Graber
2 - Stan Schmidt
Dora Unruh
3 - Roman Chiappetti
4 - Leah Unruh
6 - Richard Voth
9 - Jerry Voth
10 - Vatiken Unruh
13 - Erica Stoltzfus
14 - Dwight Schmidt
16 - Rodney Franz
17 - Katherine Goerzen
Isabelle Alderfer

18 - Kristin Schmidt
Sharon Unruh
Austin Hiebert
Aubrielle Francis
Lydia Nickel
19 - Kevin Nickel
20 - Jessica Wulf
Adriana Duerksen
21 - Barb Abrahams
David Wedel
22 - Chris Schmidt
Van Schmidt

23 - Tara Duerksen
Nancy Ediger
Tara Cooprider,
Jerry Graber
Carol Schroeder
Laura Goerzen
24 - Lynette Johnston
25 - Jenny Goertzen
Emma Cooprider
26 - Dora Goerzen
27 - Andrew Seibel
28 - Marcene Entz
Stanley Ediger
Kindra Goertzen

Anni ve rsa ri es

Fred & Brenda Schmidt
Richard & Sharon Schroeder
Patty Wiens & Tim Bechtle
Elmer & Lynne Voth

Feb. 3
Feb. 21
Feb. 23
Feb. 26

46 yrs.
49 yrs.
37 yrs.
42 yrs.

