
Sunday Worship Themes  
 

July 7 - Snakes & Ladders 

 Pride/Humility 

 Psalm 34:1-10; Genesis 3:1-14;  

 Luke 16:19-31; Philippians 2:5-11;

 Matthew 6:1-6 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

July 14 - Snakes & Ladders 

 Envy/Contentment 

 Psalm 73:1-14, 23-28;    

 Genesis 4:1-16; 37; Luke 11:53-54; 

 Matthew 20:1-16; Philippians 4:11; 

 Isaiah 43:1-4; 1 Corinthians 14:4-7 

 Pastor Katherine preaching 
 

July 21 - Snakes & Ladders 

 Greed/Generosity 

 Psalm 22:23-31; Genesis 13:1-13; 

 Luke 12:13-21; 15:11-32;  

 1 Kings 21; 2 Corinthians 8:9;  

 Matthew 6:19-34 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

July 28 - Snakes & Ladders 

 Lust/Chastity 

 Psalm 108:1-6; 2 Samuel 11:1-27;  

 1 Corinthians 6:19-20;   

 Mark 12:29-31; John 8:1-11; 

 Song of Solomon 8:6-7 

 Pastor Phil preaching 
 

Continuing in August: 

Snakes & Ladders 
 

August 4 - Gluttony/Temperance 

August 11 - Sloth/Joy 

August 18 - Wrath/Love 
  

 

Phil’s Ponderings 
  
 

Snakes & Ladders: 
 

A worshipful study of the “seven deadly sins” and “seven holy virtues” 
 

A few years ago, one of the pastors in my Pastor Peer Group shared that he 

had led a worship series on the “seven deadly sins.” Upon hearing this, I filed 

it away as a possible future worship series idea. More recently, I have heard 

some feedback from Tabor people suggesting that they would like to hear 

more about sin in our worship services. Thus, I suggested to the Worship  

Planning Team that we do a “seven deadly sins” worship series at Tabor this 

summer and pair each sin with one of the “seven holy virtues.” After affirming 

this idea, I was talking to another pastor in the community and describing our 

upcoming worship series, and he said, “Oh, you’re using the Leader material.” 

I had no idea at the time, but came to realize that the Leader magazine, which 

provides worship resources, had recently suggested that Mennonite Churches 

do seven weeks on the “seven deadly sins” and the “seven holy virtues” in the 

summer of 2019! I was excited to realize that an outline of the worship series 

we were going to do had already been planned!  
 

Here’s what the Leader material says as way of introduction to this series: 

“The seven deadly sins, also known as the capital vices or cardinal sins, is a 

grouping or classification of vices within Christian teachings. Often these sins 

are thought to be abuses or excessive versions of one’s natural passions. This 

worship series will explore these sins as a disorientation of love. The seven 

cardinal sins usually stand in contrast to the seven holy virtues. And so the 

seven holy virtues will be explored as the right orientation of our love. Over 

the course of this series, congregations are introduced to each of the cardinal 

sins, and are asked to reflect on how this sin is present in their lives. After       

a time of reflection, confession, and prayer, congregations reflect on the     

contrasting holy virtue and imagine ways to practice it in their lives.” 
 

I am looking forward to this upcoming worship series and hope that we all  

will participate actively in naming the sins that are prevalent in our lives/

communities/world as we also seek wholeness as expressed through the       

holy virtues.  
              ~Peace, Pastor Phil 

FF Children 

Ribbon Cutting 

New Addition 



 

May 23
rd

:   
Where did those Tabor ladies go?  
It’s a Mystery!! 
 
After meeting at the church, we made a 
caravan south on 15, and turned off to go 
to Jim & Ruby’s farm. But – that wasn’t our 
final stop, it was just to let everyone know 
where Jim & Ruby live. Next we proceeded 
North on Old 81 to Hesston and enjoyed a 
pasta buffet with ice cream dessert at 
Water’s Edge. Tables were decorated with 
scarves down the middle and little glass 
bottles with a little ribbon and a flower at 
each place. After the ladies spent time 
searching their purses for items identified 
with numbers, we got to see who had the 
largest “value” of items in their purse. 
This person received the scarf decoration 
from their table as a gift.  
 

But that wasn’t all, we then had a presentation 
by Troy Vogt from Vogts Antique store and 
also from Judy Troyer who owns “HasBeens”,  
another antique and miscellaneous store 
in Hesston. Well, after hearing about these 
stores, what are ladies to do, but go shopping 
in beautiful downtown Hesston!  And the 
rain held out till the shopping was done 
and we could proceed back to the church 
with our curiosities filled. 
 

          ~ Ruby Graber reporting 

Rosie’s Reflections 

Summer is here with 90+ degrees and windy conditions promised. This sounds 

good to some of us, especially the farmers in our midst, since the full wheat 

harvest has yet to begin. After drenching rains and hail storms recently, sunshine 

and winds are welcomed. Of course, the busyness of summer entails much 

more than wheat harvest and other farm related tasks. For many of us, it means 

weeding, gardening, vacation planning, keeping up with our children and 

grandchildren’s sleepovers, play dates, ball games and many other summer 

activities. Whew! Are you tired yet? It’s all fun, but pretty soon we realize 

we’ve barely had time to pray. Maybe you have it figured out and know how  

to be silent for a few minutes every day. How do you make room for God?  

The Psalmist’s words ring in our ears: “Be still and know that I am God.” 
 

What does it mean to be still? Being still is more than being quiet. I find that 

being quiet, even if for 5 minutes, helps center my mind and my day on God.  

If you need a place to start, try starting with 5 minutes a day, whatever time of 

day works for you. Set a timer and clear your mind (and hands) of everything. 

It’s helpful to choose a sacred word, phrase, or an image to focus on during 

this time. When your mind begins to wander, come back to your sacred word, 

phrase or image. You might have to return to it many times, but that’s okay. 

During this time, listen for what God may be saying to you. Maybe you will 

hear something or have an inspiration. Maybe you won’t hear anything, and 

that’s okay too. When your timer rings at the end of 5 minutes, thank God for 

spending these quiet minutes with you.  
 

This practice is a form of Contemplative Prayer, called Centering Prayer.       

In the Christian tradition, it is considered to be a gift from God. It is a way      

to open our mind and heart -- our whole being -- to God. It moves beyond  

conversation with Christ to communion with Christ.  
 

If you are interested in learning more about Centering Prayer, or being a part  

of a group here at Tabor, please let me know. 
 

         ~Grace and Peace, Pastor Rosie 

 

Katherine’s Candor  

Dear Tabor Congregation, 
 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to refresh and rejuvenate myself with a 

sabbatical this coming August, September, and October! (For my last sabbatical 

I completed 15 credit hours for a Master’s degree, so I am looking forward to 

an opportunity to engage in more restful and “sabbath-like” activities!) It is, as 

always, such a joy to minister and serve alongside you, but I am also grateful 

for the opportunity to take a break from the usual weekly tasks of ministry to 

spend time in further reflection in my faith journey, deepen my relationship 

with God, and engage in broadening my wisdom and knowledge. 
 

I am looking forward to an opportunity to finally take time (over a good cup of 

coffee purchased from the Youth Group, of course) to read all of the theology 

and ministry related books that I have purchased over the years but haven’t yet 

been able to read due to the busyness of life. The books that I am planning to read 

fall into one of three broader categories: 1) Books on Food, Food Justice, and 

Encountering God in Meals; 2) Books on Issues of Justice, Peacemaking, and 

Race Relations; and 3) Books on the Bible and Creative Preaching. (If you’d 

like to see my sabbatical reading list, let me know, and I can forward that to you.)  
 

Bethesda Residents and friends visit Tabor  

 for faspa and to tour the new addition. 



I hope to also pair these readings with: 1) Walks for prayer, rejuvenation, and 

submerging myself in God’s creation; 2) Journaling and creative writing exercises; 

3) Retreats (perhaps in a convent or in a cabin on Lake Winnipeg); and            

4) Cooking my way through Extending the Table, Simply in Season, and/or 

More with Less. I am also interested in continuing in the Tabor Health 

Challenge of eating as many different fruits and vegetables as possible, practicing 

more mindful eating as well as being mindful of where the food that I eat comes 

from, and taking delight in enjoying the foods that God has made. 
 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to let me know. 

Thank you again for this opportunity!  
 

         ~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine 
 

Sharing the love of Jesus 
 

Sharing the love of Jesus depends on us, as individuals and community, to look 

for ways in which we can carry out this mission. And sometime it takes a little 

money. We are grateful for organizations and individuals who work to support 

this mission of sharing the love of Jesus by helping with the financial side. 
 

The Tabor Church Food Panty is pleased to announce that it has received two 

grants to assist with food and food vouchers for use by clients who visit the 

food pantry.  
 

The Goessel Community Foundation, which provides resources for a broad 

range of existing and future charitable needs in the Goessel area, awarded the 

Food Pantry with a grant of $100. The mission of the foundation is to enhance 

the quality of educational, cultural, civic and economic life in Goessel both 

today and in the future.  
 

A second grant, in the amount $1,000, was awarded to the Food Pantry by the 

Newton Et Cetera Shop 2019 Local Giving Fund. To qualify for a grant, applicants 

must function in a manner consistent with the mission of Mennonite Central 

Committee, a worldwide ministry that shares God’s love and compassion for 

all in the name of Christ by responding to basic human needs and working for 

peace and justice. 
 

The Food Pantry relies solely on donations in order to carry out our mission  

… because no one should go hungry. 
 

The Goessel Community Day Camp also applied for and received several 

grants. The Goessel Community Foundation generously provided a grant of 

$300, and the Newton Et Cetera Shop giving fund awarded a grant of $1,000. 

In addition, Western District Conference provided all three Goessel area churches, 

Alexanderwohl, Goessel, and Tabor, with $250 mustard seed grants for a total 

of $750. Support has also been received from Alexanderwohl Mennonite 

Church Daughters of Grace ($633) and Tabor Mennonite Women ($450).  
 

Again, the Goessel Community Day Camp, a new venture for the Goessel 

Churches, relies solely on donations to get this program up and running. The 

purpose of the day camp is to provide faith-based opportunities for Goessel 

area children, including service to the community, learning about creation care, 

hearing stories of Jesus, learning to build positive character traits, making crafts, 

eating a nutritious lunch, singing, and simply playing together to form relationships! 
 

Thanks from both the Day Camp and Food Pantry for the generosity of these 

organizations who strive to show the love of Jesus to all. 
 

       ~ on behalf of the Food Panty and Day Camp,  

          With Gratitude, Kim Funk, Treas. 

Coming this Summer! 
Goessel Community Day Camp 

July 2019 
 

For:  

Children entering 1st - 5th grades 
 

Sponsored by:  

Tabor, Goessel and Alexanderwohl 

Mennonite Churches 
 

Purpose:   

To provide faith-based opportunities 

for Goessel area children! 
 

Schedule: 11:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

   (includes lunch) 
 

Dates and location:  

July 9, 16, 23 -     

 Tabor Mennonite Church 

July 10, 17, 24 -      

 Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church 

July 11, 18, 25 -    

 Goessel Mennonite Church  

 & swimming pool 
 

Busing from Goessel Church to the 
other churches and swimming pool will 
be provided. Brochures and dates with 
complete information on the shelf below 
the mailboxes in the foyer. This program 
is offered free of charge to children 
in the Goessel community. 



 

 

Tabor Vacation Bible School  ~ 2019 

Jr. High Camp WaShunGa 


