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Sunday Worship Themes
Sept. 1 - God Who Labors
Faith Testimonies
Krista Graber, Eric Litwiller
Sept. 8 - Healing: God is Healer
Pastor Phil preaching
Sept. 15 - Healing: Jesus is Healer
Pastor Phil preaching
Sept. 22 - Healing: Healing W ater
Tabor Church Campout
Michael Unruh, Dawson Duerksen,
Duane Duerksen, Sharon Adrian
Sept. 29 - Healing: Mind
Eric Schrag from Prairie View
preaching

“Healing”
“As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer
hospitality, healing, and hope in the name of Christ.”
-Tabor Vision Statement

Over the next twelve weeks, we will be focusing our worship services around
the theme of “healing.” Healing is one of the key words in our church mission
and vision statements, and yet it often seems more daunting to focus on than
something like hospitality or even hope. Thus, the Worship Planning Team has
affirmed that we spend several weeks focusing on healing.
This worship series will be full of variety. We will focus on God as healer and
also reflect on several scriptural stories of healing from the Old and New
Testaments. We will welcome some guest preachers, including Eric Schrag
from Prairie View as well as Gail Graber from Bethesda. We will hear faith
testimonies from Tabor people about how they have experienced or witnessed
healing (if you are interested in sharing a faith testimony, please let me know).
We will focus on healing from a variety of angles, including physical, mental,
emotional, and spiritual. We will have opportunity to receive prayer and
anointing several times throughout the worship series. I hope that you all will
participate actively in this important worship series.
Our God is a healing God, and God calls us to join God’s healing ministry.
May we do so with faith and joy.
~Peace, Pastor Phil

Second Graders Receive Bibles
August 25, 2019

Summer Reflections
This past summer has been very full. And yet, before we move fully into
Fall, I wanted to share a few brief reflections from Mennonite Church USA
Convention in Kansas City, from the Summer Day Camp, and from the
Western District Conference Annual Assembly.

Tabor Mennonite Women
The August meeting for Tabor Mennonite
Women was held at Bethesda. About a half
dozen of TMW shared an evening of "Heart
Songs” and why the songs are our Heart
Songs. Some of the residents also shared
their Heart Songs with us and why they have
been meaningful to them. We then sang
these songs, accompanied by Marcene Entz.
Psalm 100:2 says "Worship the Lord with
gladness; come before him with joyful
songs." This also served as our devotion for
the evening. Many of us shared that certain
circumstances have attributed to why a song
is a Heart Song for us, reminding us of a
certain place or situation we were in when it
became meaningful to us. We ended the
evening with a social of visiting with Bethesda
residents and goodies provided by TMW.
-Submitted by Denise Nickel

MC USA Convention Sharing
Adriana Duerksen—My junior high group had
lots of fun activities in our space, especially
playing the Captain on Deck game. The music
at worship was awesome. Overall, I had the
best time ever!
Dawson Duerksen—My favorite part of convention was the large group worship, especially
the music. I enjoyed meeting new people and
exploring Kansas City with my youth group.
Michelle Unruh—I attended convention as a
volunteer with the Children’s Program. I spent
my mornings in the infant/toddler room, which
included a special time for singing and music
-making with the little ones. In the afternoons, I
helped plan and lead worship for the older
children. After worship, the children participated
in various stations, including crafts, movement,
games, and a music station, which I led.
I enjoyed getting to know other children’s
volunteers and interacting with all of the
children. Each day, they came filled with
energy and excited for the day. I also enjoyed
having my evenings free to attend worship
and other convention events.

MennoCon19 took place at the Kansas City convention center from July 2-6.
It was such a joy for me once again to join with hundreds of other Mennonite
people from across the country for worship, fellowship, and learning.
A few highlights from convention for me included doing Bible Study with
Tom Yoder Neufeld, worshipping jointly with youth and adults, and
presenting a leadership seminar with my good friend, Clayton Gladish.
If you are interested in watching the sermons from convention or seeing the
other available resources, they are available at this link:
https://convention.mennoniteusa.org/post-convention-resources/.
Overall, I felt the Spirit of God at convention. I felt good energy during
delegate sessions and worship times. I feel like our denomination is
moving in a positive direction with visionary and energetic leaders.
The final encouragement from Executive Director Glen Guyton was to
#BringThePeace through our lives of faith. I pray that we will indeed
embrace our unique calling to bring God’s peace to our communities
and world.
Summer Day Camp was a joint ministry venture between Tabor Mennonite,
Alexanderwohl Mennonite, and Goessel Mennonite. During three weeks in
July, around 40 children from the community gathered at Tabor on Tuesdays,
Alexanderwohl on Wednesdays, and Goessel and a local pool on Thursdays.
We had so many fun activities, including Bible input, music, guest presenters,
crafts, recreation, snacks, service projects, and swimming! It was a true joy
for me to be a part of this community experiment and I am grateful for all
of the relationship-building and collaboration that took place. I am especially
grateful to Shelley Buller, Denise Nickel, Kim Funk, and Michelle Unruh
for providing great vision and leadership for this venture. I am also grateful
for all who volunteered and supported this ministry.
Western District Conference Annual Assembly took place at Bethel College
on July 26-27, 2019. The theme for Assembly was “We are Witnesses!”
and the keynote speaker was Glen Guyton, Mennonite Church USA Executive
Director. Amidst an already busy week, I found Assembly to be joyful and
refreshing. I was grateful to hear Glen’s testimony about his conversion
from militarism to pacifism. I was inspired to participate in a workshop led
by Jessica Schrock-Ringenberg about the five ministries of Christ (Apostle,
Prophet, Evangelist, Shepherd, Teacher – Ephesians 4:11). I enjoyed the
family festival to wrap up assembly (and my boys loved the bouncy house,
obstacle course, and slide!). I am grateful to be a part of the Western District
Conference, I appreciate the leadership of the conference, and I am energized
with the direction we as a conference continue to go.
If you would like to hear more about any of these events, I would be happy to
visit with you. If you have opportunity to attend convention or assembly or
participate in the outreach ministries of our church, I encourage you to do so.
~Peace, Pastor Phil

Rosie’s Reflections

Candor continued

Another new year of Faith Formation is upon us. Meeting together for classes
and discussion are great opportunities for us to grow deeper in our relationship
with God, with each other, with ourselves and with all creation. Young and
old alike are invited to join and participate in classes on Sunday mornings
and Wednesday evenings, where we grow and strive together to live into
our calling to follow Jesus wherever he leads us.
We are all on a journey toward wholeness, yet each one of us are at different
points and stages along the way. For example, children are impacted by
their families and their environment. Their faith begins forming the day
they are born. As they grow, they are also nurtured by others; child care
leaders, babysitters, church and school teachers. They begin to depend on
mentors and teachers to help navigate their way through life. At Tabor, we
have many gifted and passionate teachers, helpers and mentors who commit
themselves to these important tasks every year. We take our calling seriously
as we teach and mirror God's love and grace on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings.
Each adult is also on a journey toward wholeness, and we too are at different
points along the way, impacted by our experiences and environment. So,
we too are invited and encouraged to participate in Tabor’s Faith Formation
opportunities, where we can share our stories, discuss and study scripture,
sing and pray together. Doing this helps us to better understand each other
and how God's story intersects and impacts our daily lives. We never
"graduate" from learning and growing in our faith, therefore our approach
at Tabor is "Faith Formation" rather than the "school" approach, which
traditionally indicates an end to formal learning. We are always learning,
growing and moving toward Jesus Christ, the center of our faith. Our
journey is joy-filled, yet, sometimes painful. However, within the faith
community we are never alone. We walk, talk, encourage, and challenge
each other. Community is the center of our lives. This moves us into deeper
relationship with each other and with God, where we are called to participate
in God’s central work of reconciliation in our lives and in the world.
My prayer for 2019 is that each of us look for ways to participate in Tabor’s
Faith Formation opportunities. May we open ourselves to God’s deep wells
of grace and salvation filling us with the love of Christ and the power of the
Holy Spirit, as we carry out these holy tasks of teaching, mentoring and
mirroring Jesus to each other, to our communities, and to the world!
Grace and peace as we make this journey together!
~ Pastor Rosie

Katherine’s Candor
I always enjoy going to Convention with Youth and this year was certainly no
exception! I always enjoy opportunities to hang out with them, to hear how
things are going for them, and to hear the ways that God is being revealed
in and through their lives. It’s also wonderful to see the ways that they
experience God’s presence and revelation while attending Convention and
Continued next column

to see the ways that they get so involved
in worship and other opportunities.
They seemed to enjoy the worship
speakers, particularly Dustin Galyon
and Meghan Good. They also attended
numerous seminars that spoke to some
of their own interests and questions. And
we had lots of fellowship opportunities
in the Convention Center, for meals,
and at a Royals Game. Thank you to all
of my awesome youth and sponsors
who joined us this year! Thank you to
all from our congregation who made
this possible!
Other God-Sightings for me included
hearing Meghan Good speak and
attending her seminar: “Reading the
Bible’s Toughest Texts.” It was
especially meaningful as I was reading
her book, The Bible Unwrapped:
Making Sense of Scripture Today while
attending Convention. If you ever have
an opportunity to read this, I would
recommend it! It is a thoughtful and
prayerful reflection on reading the Bible
through the lens of Jesus and provides
some lovely reflections on specific
Scripture passages (and a book that I was
already able to check off of my sabbatical
reading list :)
It was also a joy to present a seminar
with Peter based on the devotional we
wrote: Upside Down Living: Parenting
(published by MennoMedia).
Thanks again to all of you as a
congregation for your generous support
and prayers! Thanks for all of the ways
you support the youth and young adults
of our congregation as well as for the
ways that you support us as pastors!
I look forward to worshiping and
ministering alongside you again when
I return from sabbatical!
~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine
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