
January 5, 2019 

Tabor Mennonite Church 

Ongoing announcements 

 Congregational Announcements 

 

Ministry Storytelling Sunday will take place on January 12. Come to reflect 
on how the ministries of Tabor Church were carried out in the past year and the 
ways in which we envision ministries to evolve in the coming year. 
 

Church Council Retreat: All Tabor members and attenders are invited to   
the Church Council Retreat meeting on Tuesday, January 14 from 6:30-8:30pm. 
Our focus for the retreat will be on the Ministries of Christ as described in      
Ephesians 4:11. If you are interested in attending this meeting (and are not        
on a church commission), please let me know so that we can plan for the right 
number of people.  -Peace, Pastor Phil 
 

Tabor Church’s week at New Hope Shelter is coming up soon, January 15 
through January 21. We will be responsible to fill the evening shifts each of those 
days and the night shifts on January 17 and 18. If you can help, please let Barb 
Abrahams know. If you have never served before but are interested or have  
questions, please talk to Barb.   
 

The Great Winter Warm-UP is Almost Here! Mennonite Central Committee is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary by attempting to collect 6500 comforters to break the 
record for most blankets donated to a charity in 24 hours. Alexanderwohl and Tabor 
Mennonite Churches will host an MCC Comforter Blitz for everyone in the Goessel 
Community, at the Tabor Mennonite Church Hospitality Hall on Saturday, January 
18, 2020, 9am - 4pm. Something for everyone—pin, tie, trim, sew, or help in the kitch-
en with snacks and the noon meal. If you have a top to donate, please turn those in 
by January 1. A donation box can be found in the foyer if you would like to help 
purchase batting and supplies for the comforters. Contact Ruth Goertzen 
(alexmenno@mtelco.net; 620-747-0074), Sharon Adrian (sladrian49@gmail.com; 
620-877-7239), or Kim Funk (kfunk@tabormennonite.org; 620-747-0408) with questions. 
We look forward to seeing many of you at this Goessel Community Winter Warm-up! 
 

Goessel Community Junior High Movie Night: All Junior Highers are welcome 
to come to the Tabor Mennonite Church Hospitality Hall on Sunday, January 19 at 
7pm for a movie and time of fellowship. Snacks will be provided. More information 
to come. Contact Michelle Unruh (michellerunruh@gmail.com) or Laura Unrau 
(lauraelaine25@gmail.com) with any questions. 
 

There will be a change for the Community Junior High group next summer. 
Rock Springs 4-H Camp has made the decision to shut down Camp WaShunGa 
due to expensive upkeep of aging buildings and low registration to stay at this part 
of their facilities. We spent the fall researching and looking into other summer 
camp options for our youth. We have booked Camp Tawakoni for Summer 2020. 
This is a camp that is associated with the Disciples of Christ Christian Church 
located between Andover and Augusta. We will continue to host our camp on  
Memorial Day Weekend. It is bittersweet to think that we will not be returning to 
Camp WaShunGa after almost fifty years, but we are looking forward to continuing old 
traditions and creating new memories at Camp Tawakoni. 

Tabor Church is on AmazonSmile! 
direct link 
com/ch/48
nonite Church” in the list of charities

The coffee bar between worship and Sunday School has been enjoyed by many 

The guest speaker for Senior Coffee at the Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church 
on Friday, January 17 is Pauline Sharp. Pauline is the granddaughter of Lucy Tayiah 
Eads, the first female elected chief of the Kanza people in 1922. Pauline will present a 
first-person performance of her own grandmother, “Chief Lucy of the Kaw Indians.” 
Come to hear this rich history about the Kanza (Kaw) people who first lived on 
this land. Coffee and refreshments will be served at 9:00 a.m. with Chief Lucy 
making her appearance as people are settled in their seats. All are welcome! 
Please rsvp by Monday, January 13 to the Alexanderwohl Church office at:     
alexmenno@mtelco.net or 620-367-8192. 
 

The Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum will hold its annual meeting 
on Sunday, January 19, 2020 at 2:30 p.m. at the Goessel Mennonite Church.  
There will be a short business meeting followed by a photo presentation of the 
tour to Poland taken by D. J. & Marilyn Unruh Flaming, Myron & Ruth Goertzen.  
This event is free and the public is invited to attend. A "Faspa" follows the program.  
 

Directory Updates for the 2020 Tabor Church Directory are due now.   
Please email the church office at kfunk@tabormennonite.org with changes.  
 

Tabor Deacons have approved a sabbatical for Pastor Phil from May 1 to 
July 31, 2020. 
 
 

 Conference Announcements 

Prayer Requests: 
  

 Western District Conference: Pray for youth in WDC congregations, and 

the leaders who mentor, teach and accompany them in their faith journey.  

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Deb Byler of MMN has just returned to Guatemala 
after three months on North American Assignment. Pray for her as she 
continues to work with Mennonite women in Bible studies, trauma healing, 
and leadership training.  

 

 Mennonite Education Agency: Lezha Academic Center, Albania--Please pray 
for healing for all who lost their loved ones and homes during the major 
earthquake that struck Albania in November. Approximately 51 people died 
and 3,000 were injured. 

 
Western District Conference: 
 

—The Youth Ministry Committee of Western District and South Central     
conferences presents... Youth Lead Now, a one-day workshop designed for high 
school youth to enrich their leadership skills and deepen faith. Using the adaptive 
leadership framework from the Kansas Leadership Center and well known spiritual 
practices, we will equip youth with skills to be leaders among their peers, in their 
churches, and in their communities. Our hope is that congregations would partner 
with us by sending youth who have been affirmed for their leadership gifts or 
potential. Date: January 11, 2020. Time: 9am to 4pm. Location: Faith Mennonite 
Church, Newton. Registration Fee: $50 (scholarships available upon request).  
High School Youth can register through the link: https://forms.gle/fWQ2BVjybMVtzKsC8  
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—Western District Women in Mission in cooperation with Everence Financial 
will host a two-day conference "Let's Talk...Women, Money & Faith" on January 
24 and 25 at Tabor Mennonite Church, Newton. Featured speakers, Teresa 
Boshart Yoder and Rhoda Blough, from Everence Financial will address money 
and faith topics for women of all ages and stages of life. Registration forms can be 
found on the shelf beneath the mailboxes in the foyer and are due January 17. 
 

Mennonite Church USA: 
—Register now for Hope for the Future 2020, a Mennonite Church USA people of 
color event. Registration is open through January 15 for this Anabaptist networking 
and equipping event being held in Arlington, Texas on Jan. 24-26. Hope for the 
Future gathers leaders of color from church and related ministries to explore the 
ways that power, privilege and racism function in our denomination. For more  
information, visit https://cvent.me/lVENAm. 
—Mennonite Church USA has announced several staff transitions, welcoming 
Caleb Allen of Kansas and Camille Dager of Pennsylvania to its Communications 
team and Roberta Yoder of Indiana to the Archives. For more information, visit 
https://bit.ly/36eK3Ns. 
 

Boots, Buckets and Barrows: In partnership with Mennonite Disaster Service, 
Ted & Co. presents the original play "The Jesus Stories: Faith, Forks & Fettuccine",   
in conjunction with a unique auction of buckets filled with baked goods and home 
items, along with 'flash auctions' to fund the tools and volunteers MDS needs to help 
restore communities and rebuild homes ravaged by natural disaster. All proceeds 
benefit the continued work of MDS. Admission is free! Please come prepared to bid! 
Friday, January 31, 7 pm at Hesston Mennonite Church and Saturday, February 1, 7 pm 
at Journey Mennonite Church, South Hutchinson. Sponsored by Kansas MDS Unit, 
Hesston College Disaster Management Program, and Journey Mennonite S. Hutchinson. 
 

The Neuf Memorial Run: The Neuf 9K and 2 mile run returns to the campus 
of Bethel College on Jan. 11, 2020 to honor the memory of Russ Neufeld, a former 
MC USA and and Hesston College employee.  The race will start at 10 a.m. outside  
of Mojo’s Coffee Shop on the campus of Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas.  
The Neuf will raise funds for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, and the Russ 
Neufeld memorial scholarship at Hesston College. Register & read other details 
about the race at www.runtheneuf.neuf.ca.  We would love to have you join us for 
this fun community event!   
   

Newton Et Cetera Shop thanks you for your generous support in 2019! We 
invited you to SHOP, DONATE and VOLUNTEER, and YOU DID! With the help  
of 260 volunteers, we've sold over 500,000 items this year! If you'd like to join our 
volunteers, please attend an upcoming new volunteer orientation on Thursday, 
January 9, 6-7 PM or Tuesday, February 11, 6-7 PM. We're currently seeking  
volunteers to help with costumes, greeting cards, holiday items and clerking. 
Blessings for the new year to you from Newton Et Cetera Shop board of directors, 
volunteers and employees! 
 

Kidron Bethel Parkinson’s Support Group will meet January 7 at 2:00 p.m. in 
Menno Hall. Emily Schultze, dance instructor for Rhythm Connections for Parkinson’s 
Disease, will present the program. Everyone is invited. 

Everence will host its popular workshop, Make Medicare an easy step, in 
North Newton on Tuesday, Jan. 7 and in Hutchinson on Thursday, Jan. 9. Both 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. Attendees will learn about the various Medicare plans and 
what they cover; plans that supplement Medicare; and enrollment details and 
deadlines. The workshop is free, but space is limited! Reserve your spot by     
contacting Michelle Ramer at 316-283-3800 or michelle.ramer@everence.com. 
*Attendance is recommended for those approaching retirement or those ready to 
sign up for Medicare.  
 
Hesston College:  
—Hesston College’s Martin Luther King (MLK) Day celebration will provide learning 
opportunities about diversity, equity and inclusion on-campus and in the community. 
Public events will take place leading up to and including MLK Day, Monday, January 
20. Sunday, Jan. 19, Glen Guyton, executive director of Mennonite Church USA 
will speak at Hesston Mennonite Church, both in the 10:30 a.m. worship service 
and at a free community building workshop at 7 p.m. Visit www.hesston.edu/MLK 
for more information. 
—Before Rosa Parks. Before Martin Luther King Jr. Before Nelson Mandela. 
There was Paul Robeson. Hesston College artist-in-residence and peace ambassador 
Tony Brown gives his MLK Day tribute to the 20th century civil rights activist Paul 
Robeson at 7 p.m., Sunday, Jan. 19, at Hesston Mennonite Church. I Go On Singing: 
Paul Robeson’s Life in Word and Song, will be narrated by Victor Hogstrom, President 
of KPTS Channel 8 in Wichita (PBS). Tickets are $12 for all adults, available at the 
Hesston College Bookstore in Erb Hall or at 620-327-8104, as well as at the door. 
Students college-age and younger are free. Visit www.hesston.edu/MLK for more 
information. 
 

Bethel College: Centering Prayer resumes tomorrow, Mon., Jan. 6, after the 
Christmas and New Year’s holidays. Centering Prayer meets most Mondays from 
noon-1 p.m. in Agape Center in Richert House on the Bethel College campus. Try it 
once, come occasionally or join us regularly – all are welcome, with no previous 
experience with Centering Prayer required. For more information, contact Nathan 
Koontz, 2nathankoontz@gmail.com, or Melanie Zuercher, mzuercher@bethelks.edu. 
(For help locating Agape Center in Richert House, see www.bethelks.edu/why-
bethel/location/campus-map/) 
 

 

—
annual 
on Thursday,      December 12 

Hesston College:
 

—
pleship Series 
the date,         February 21
2020. Living More with More: 
Redefining the Good Life.
 


