Katherine’s Candor
Youth Sunday ~ February 23

Sunday Worship Themes
March 1 - Images of the Cross
Self-emptying Servant
Philippians 2:1-11
Pastor Phil preaching
March 8 - Images of the Cross
Reconciliation
Ephesians 2:11-22
Pastor Phil preaching
March 15 - Images of the Cross
Sacrifice
John 19:28-37
Pastor Katherine preaching
March 22 - Images of the Cross
Ransom
Matthew 20:17-28
Pastor Phil preaching

March 29 - Images of the Cross
Forgiveness
Luke 23:32-43
Pastor Phil preaching

For this Lenten season, our worship theme will be “Images of the Cross.” The
Bible has many different Scripture passages and images that speak to Jesus’
death, each of which helps to give us a glimpse into the deeper meaning of
God’s saving work through the cross and resurrection. For our Lenten series,
we will be focusing on 7 of these images:



March 1: Philippians 2:1-11: “Self-Emptying Servant”
March 8: Ephesians 2:11-22: “Reconciliation”
. . . a glimpse into the
March 15: John 19:28-37: “Sacrifice”
deeper meaning of
March 22: Matthew 20:17-28: “Ransom”
God’s saving work
through the cross and
March 29: Luke 23:32-43: “Forgiveness”
resurrection.
April 5: Mark 11:1-11: “Upside-Down King”



April 12 (Easter): Colossians 2:6-15: “Victory”







As a part of this series, we are grateful to Brandy Ashley for creating worship
displays that portray different facets of the cross based on the theme for each
Sunday. Tabor’s Worship Planning Team has also invited different people to
carry in a crown of thorns to place upon the cross (much like children carried
in the light each Sunday in Advent) to serve as a reminder of our focus on the
cross and Jesus’ saving death.
In conjunction with this worship series, there will be a Maundy Thursday/
Good Friday service that will include a meal, communion, and Stations of the
Cross as an opportunity to once again reflect on Jesus’ saving work. Each station
will include one of the crosses that Brandy has designed. This service will be
held on Good Friday, April 10. For this service, we are inviting people of any
age to submit artwork of any format (paintings, photographs, quilts, poems,
etc.) which include images of a cross, to help aid in our worship experience.
Please speak with one of the pastors if you have questions about this.
May this Lenten season draw us closer to Jesus as we reflect on his tremendous
self-giving love offered to bring salvation to us all.
~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine

Tabor Mennonite Women
…. anyone can help with this!
Collecting Stamps:
Tabor Mennonite Women have been
collecting used stamps for Alliance Stamp
Ministry for many years. The income from
their stamp sales goes to support preparation,
publishing, and distribution of a Spanish
language curriculum for Sunday Schools.
More than 50 lesson series have been
published and are being used in churches
in 40 different denominations in Spanishspeaking countries in Latin America,
Spain and even in the USA. In July of
2018, the ALLIANCE STAMP MINISTRY
with GOD’S help, reached ONE MILLION
DOLLARS!!! Bonnie Heinrichs has been
our stamp collector for many years and is
now handing it over to Ruby Graber. If you
would like to collect stamps for this ministry,
please cut them off your envelopes and leave
¼ in. at the top and 1/3 in. on each side. You
may put them in an envelope in her mailbox.
For more information, see the poster on
the bulletin board.
Collecting Best Choice Bar Codes:
Tabor Mennonite Women and any others
who may be interested - just a reminder to
save your "Best Choice" UPC (bar codes)
from any Best Choice grocery item! Camp
Mennoscah collects these labels and
exchanges them for cash through Best
Choice's Save-a-Label program. You can
either save some of your labels and send
them to Camp Mennoscah or you can
deliver them to the camp directly or through
a camper, OR you can put your labels in
Diana Schmidt's mailbox here at church
and she'll see that they are delivered to
camp! (The actual UPC barcode is the
only part of the label that is needed.)
Thanks for helping Camp Mennoscah
through this program!

100 for 100!
Comforters

Rosie’s Reflections
We’ve been hearing a lot about gratitude lately. At the end of last year,
Pastor Phil declared 2020 to be the year of gratitude, and challenged us
to look for gratitude every day. Our WOW (Women of Worth) Faith
Formation class took up the challenge and decided to keep this in front
of the congregation all year.
According to Merriam-Webster, the definition of gratitude is “the state
of being grateful.” So our challenge is to be in a state of gratefulness,
thankfulness and appreciation. That’s not always easy. We humans tend
to first complain or think of worst case scenarios when difficulties arise.
It can be as insignificant as breaking a treasured dish or getting a flat tire
that sends us spinning into having a “Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very
Bad Day.” We can all attest to having these kinds of days. So how can we
cultivate an attitude of gratitude in the midst of challenging times?
I’ve been taking Carol Duerksen’s challenge to flip difficult circumstances
on their head, looking instead for the slice of blessing. For example, as I was
travelling to Tabor this week, I was frustrated by conditions of my country
road; deep potholes filled with the recent slush, mud and snow. “Why can’t
we just have better roads?” I muttered, then at the same time realized the
beautiful late afternoon sun streaming in my window and I immediately
allowed gratitude to take over. I had a car that functioned well—I didn’t get
stuck or have to walk; I had the ability to see and drive; I had the pleasure
of seeing the sun and feeling it’s warmth on my face. I am grateful!
I choose gratitude. Instead of letting difficult circumstances threaten my
joy, I will look for hope in the midst of what seems hopeless. The news of
having melanoma was a heart sinker; on the other hand, I had a surgeon
who encouraged me and took time to explain my upcoming surgery, giving
me confidence to take one day at a time. Kent and my family are sticking
with me too! You are praying for me. I am truly blessed!
God puts people in our path to lift us up. How are you being that kind of
person to others? How are you being the presence of Christ in the world –
the Christ who calls us to do even greater things than Jesus did (John 14:12)?
I encourage you to keep trusting and following Jesus. He is the “Way”
through all life throws our way. Choose gratitude, and in the words of the
apostle Paul, “Be cheerful no matter what; pray all the time; thank God no
matter what happens. This is the way God wants you who belong to Christ
Jesus to live” (I Thessalonians 5:16-18).
~ Grace and Peace, Pastor Rosie

100 for 100!
Relief Kits

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of Mennonite Central Committee, Tabor currently has two challenges before us.

*100 comforters in 2020. Join the Goessel Community in this challenge. There is a comforter set up in
the Hospitality Hall to work on any time and there will be special events when we will gather to tie comforters.
Anyone can help - children, men, women!! If you can tie a knot, you can tie a comforter.
(Event: March 27-28, see bulletin for details)
*100 Relief Items during Lent. We will be receiving items for Relief Kits during Lent and through Easter.
Let’s collect at least 100 of each item in a Relief Kit. Can we collect enough to complete 100 kits?!!
(see shopping lists which were in mailboxes.)
This year’s Kansas MCC Relief Sale will be April 17 & 18 at the Kansas State Fair grounds in Hutchinson.

Phil’s Ponderings: Sabbatical Plans and Hopes

Come Join Us:

Tabor Church Family,
Thank you for your generous support of Tabor pastors through the practice
of providing sabbatical leave. Sabbaticals offer good opportunity for pastors
to practice renewal, study, and service. I personally am grateful to receive
my second sabbatical coming up April 20-July 20, 2020. Special thanks to
the Tabor Deacons for approving my sabbatical proposal.
My overall goals for sabbatical include consistent prayer, reading, exercise,
and time with family and close friends. For my sabbatical reading, I invite
you (anyone in the congregation) to recommend a book for me to read. After
sabbatical, I will connect with you to set up a time to have an in-person
conversation about the book you recommended. I am interested in reading
books on a variety of topics, including the Bible, leadership, marriage,
parenting, exercise, peace, and more. I look forward to your recommendations
that fit with your passions and experiences. Please let me know your book
recommendations as soon as you have them (or by April 15 at the latest)
so that I can get my reading list ready!
Throughout sabbatical, I will also do a variety of travels:
 April 21-22: Local Personal Spiritual Retreat
 April 30-May 4: Indiana with Noah for my mom’s seminary graduation
 May 6-12: California with Clayton for Yosemite half-marathon
 May 14-18: Mexico with Mary for vacation
 June 6-13: Pastor at Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp
 June 14-21: time with friends at family cabin in Colorado
 June 23-July 7: Indiana and Ohio for time with extended family
 July 15-27: Colorado for time with extended family at cabin.

Joint Faith Formation on March 8
with Kara Hartzler

(sabbatical ends on July 20, followed by one week of vacation from July 21-27)

I would love to hear from you if you have a book recommendation or any
questions about my upcoming sabbatical! My last Sunday at Tabor will be
our MCC Celebration Worship Service on April 19. I will be back in the
office on Tuesday, July 28, but will be in Texas that next weekend for
Western District Conference Annual Assembly. My first Sunday back at
Tabor will be on August 9, when I hope to begin a worship series focused
on the book of Jonah, which will be my teaching focus for Sr. High week at
Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp in June.
~Peace, Pastor Phil

Youth Sunday and Fundraiser Meal

“Kara Hartzler is an appellate attorney
at the Federal Defenders of San Diego,
Inc. Prior to joining the Federal Defenders,
she served as the Legal Director and
Criminal Immigration Consultant at the
Florence Immigrant and Refugee Rights
Project in Arizona, where she specialized
in the immigration consequences of criminal
convictions. She has authored numerous
books, articles, and resources for defense
attorneys, including Surviving Padilla: A
Defender’s Guide to Advising Noncitizens
on the Immigration Consequences of
Criminal Convictions. Kara also served as
an adjunct professor at the University of
Arizona College of Law and testified in front
of the U.S. House of Representatives
Subcommittee on Immigration on the
detention and deportation of citizens
and other due process violations in the
immigration system. She is the recipient
of the 2018 E. Stanley Conant Award,
the 2017 Outstanding Assistant Federal
Defender award, the 2013 David Carliner
Public Interest Award, the 2013 Randy
Tunac Courage in Immigration Award,
and the 2010 Robert J. Hooker Award
for service to the defender community.”
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l - Richard Johnston
Tayler Buller
Taylor Hall
3 - Melissa Kalinoff
Aurora Unruh
6 - Jerol Schmidt
Keri Unruh
8 - Sandra Duerksen
Austin Unruh
Eve Buller
9 - Kristie Diller
Brenda Buller
10 - Susan Merrifield
Josephine Unruh
13 - Dana Gleason
Evelyn Schmidt
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16 - Duane Duerksen
17 - Nicholas Johnson
19 - Carol Duerksen
Eva Pankratz
20 - Eileen Schmidt
21 - Elaina Graber
Miles Lafferty
22 - Delaney Duerksen
25 - Norma Graber
Laura Unrau
26 - Lee Hiebert
27 - Boyd Unruh
28 - Lynne Voth
30 - Sophia Goerzen
Sawyer Unruh
31 - Norah Schmidt

Bulletin announcements are due on Thursday mornings, 8am.

Russ & Sandra Duerksen
Jeremy & Sara Rohr
Londell & LeNora Duerksen
Darren “DJ” & Lisa Schmidt
Bruce & Eileen Schmidt

March 7,
March 9,
March 13,
March 26,
March 29,

33 yrs.
2 yrs.
44 yrs.
9 yrs.
51 yrs.

