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  WORSHIP 
 

PRELUDE Michelle Unruh 
 

WELCOME AND PRAYER Eric Litwiller 
 

GATHERING HYMN         “God sent his Son” No. 345 
 

CHILDREN’S STORY Jill Litwiller 
 

HYMN OF ASSURANCE   “When peace like a river” No. 336 
  

SCRIPTURE READING        Luke 23:32-43 Elton Nickel 
   

SERMON                           “Forgiven and Forgiving” Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE       “Jesus, remember me” No. 247 
   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER and BENEDICTION 
  Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

SENDING HYMN       “Marvelous grace of our loving Lord” No. 151 
   
         See attached document for sermon transcript 
 

Fifth 
   Sunday  
      In Lent 

Images of the Cross:  
Forgiveness 

 

The text for this week is Luke 23:32-43, where Jesus forgives those 
who are crucifying him as well as the thief on the cross.  

 Sunday, March 29 
 

Come together in spirit to worship God and experience God’s love.      
As we unite our hearts, may we be mindful of God’s saving grace during 
this season of Lent, especially as we face difficult circumstances through 
uncertain times. 
 

Here are some additional passages that speak about forgiveness as  
related to Jesus’ saving work. You are invited to read and reflect on 
these passages (individually, with family, or connecting with others on 
social media). Make note of what stands out to you, what questions 
these raise, or what is particularly meaningful for you at this time.     
Consider how God’s Spirit might be communicating to you through  
these passages. Offer these up to God, who hears us and loves us.  

In keeping with the theme of forgiveness, here are some additional  
hymn suggestions. You are invited to sing these with your family, to  
read through the words as a devotional, to listen to these songs (on 
YouTube or wherever else you listen to music), or to play through the 
hymns yourself if you feel comfortable doing so.  
 

 Sing the Story No. 58 O God, how we have wandered 

 Hymnal No. 136  From the depths of sin and sorrow 

 Hymnal No. 139  Far, far away from my loving father 

 Hymnal No. 243  Before the cock crew twice 

 Hymnal No. 253  Alas, and did my Savior bleed? 

 Hymnal No. 338  I know not why God’s wondrous  

 Hymnal No. 564   I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus 

  
In light of concerns about coronavirus (COVID-19), all in-person meetings 
and events at Tabor are cancelled/postponed until further notice. In   
addition, beginning March 30, to help prevent the spread of germs, 
Tabor Church will remain locked at all times. If you have a need to 
enter the church building, please call the church at 367-2318. If the 
need is urgent, you may contact a Trustee as well.  Please care for 
yourself and reach out to a pastor or deacon if you have any concerns or 
needs for yourself or others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Offering  = $ 580.00 
 Worship Link Views =         109 
 Worship Mailings =           25 
 

Views may include more than one person  

Offering and Worship  
 

March 22, 2020 

 Matthew 26:26-28 

 Luke 24:44-48 

 Acts 5:29-32  

 Ephesians 1:5-7 

 Ephesians 4:25-32  

 Colossians 1:11-14 
(Benediction) 

 1 John 2:12  



Giving at Tabor:  While we are not meeting in person, please continue 
with your faithful giving to the ministries of the church in the following ways: 
 

   1) Mail your offering to: Tabor Mennonite Church 
                                    891 Chisholm Trail  
                                    Newton Kansas 67114 
 

   2) Start an automatic deposit from you bank account.  
  Contact the church for more information.  
  367-2318; kfunk@tabormennonite.org 
 

   3) Use the online bill pay option that your bank has in place. Contact  
       your financial institution if you are not familiar with this process.  
 
 

Next Sunday, April 5 
 

Next Sunday is Palm/Passion Sunday and our worship focus is "Images 
of the Cross." The image we will focus on next week is "Upside Down 
King," scripture for reflection is Mark 11:1-11 and Pastor Katherine will be 
preaching. 
 
 

Prayer Requests 

 
 

Remember to Pray for: 

 

 All who are impacted by the coronavirus (COVID-19), including 
physical health, the isolation of quarantine, travel restrictions, and 
the anxiety that many are experiencing. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 All who are dealing with illness or pain or recovering from surgery. 
      All who are grieving the loss of loved ones. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 For the world, for those in positions of power and authority and for  
all who do justice and love mercy. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 Caring Quilt Locations: The caring quilts are home. 
 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Faith Manickam, serving through MMN, 
is assisting medical personnel in hospitals and mobile clinics in India. 
Pray that God would guide her as she helps provide marginalized 
people with care and dignity, and as she discerns how God is leading 
her into the future.  

 
 

Congregational Announcements 
 
Tabor Church Family,  
 

Grace and Peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ!  
 

Amidst the uncertainty of these days in light of the worldwide spread of 
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19), I pray for God’s presence and strength 
to be with each of us. In this time of physical distancing, let us remember 
that we are still connected as the Body of Christ. Therefore, may we do 

all that we can to love and support one another, using whatever technology 
is accessible to us (phone calls, text messages, hand-written letters, 
emails, etc…). May we use this time as an opportunity to deepen   
relationships. If you have specific concerns for yourself or for others in 
the community, please communicate directly with a Pastor or Deacon.  
 

Our current plan for adapting our worship services is as follows: each 
week, when we send out the bulletin, we will also email a link to our 
church “worship blog,” where you can watch a playlist of worship videos, 
read the sermon transcript, respond to some reflection questions, and 
share prayer requests. For those who do not have email, we will mail the 
transcript to you each week with the same reflection questions. This is an 
experiment, so we hope to learn and adjust in coming weeks to what will 
work well for everyone. I welcome your input.  
 

Peace, Pastor Phil 
 

Click her for blog: https://philipbschmidt.wordpress.com/  
 
Vote of Affirmation: 
 

If you haven’t done so, please take a minute to click on the link submit 
your vote for affirming Gayle Funk as church chairperson. If you don’t 
have access to the internet, feel free to call in your vote. You may leave 
a message on the church answering machine (367-2318). Survey will 
close on March 31. 
Click here for Survey: https://forms.gle/x98kJsqpBiQzWrTk6  
 
Tabor Church Food Pantry: 
 

Due to restrictions and recommendations surrounding COVID-19, the 
Tabor Church Food Pantry has implemented the following policy: 
 

We will continue to serve those in need by providing basic grocery items 
from what we have available at the time. When we receive a call, people 
may request specific items and we will include those items in their bags 
if we have them. We will have a limit of two bags of groceries and a $50 
card to Keith's Food for perishable items. When people arrive to pick up 
their groceries, we will have them at the door and take them out to their car.  
 

At this time, rather than ask for donations of grocery items from the wider 
community, we are asking for monetary donations. We will buy the groceries 
to keep our shelves stocked. You may send your donation to Tabor 
Mennonite Church, 891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114. 
 
Pastor Phil’s Sabbatical: The deacon team has affirmed a request 
from Pastor Phil to postpone his sabbatical due to the coronavirus situation. 
This is a time of uncertainty, and we appreciate the leadership of Pastors 
Phil, Katherine and Rosie in new and different ways as we journey through 
this together. Pastor Phil's sabbatical plans will be determined at a later date. 
 
 
 

https://philipbschmidt.wordpress.com/
https://forms.gle/x98kJsqpBiQzWrTk6


Community Junior High updates:  
--Human Foosball Event 3/29 - This event is cancelled. 
--Camp Tawakoni (7th-8th graders) 
We are still planning to attend camp at the end of May. We will keep you 
posted as this ever changing situation continues to develop.  
--Our ice cream social camp meeting is tentatively set for May 19 at 
Goessel Mennonite Church at 6:30. Families of junior highers attending 
camp are encouraged to attend! This will be a time for parents to ask 
questions, turn in final payments and get to know our camp pastor and 
counselors.      
     ~Laura Unrau & Michelle Unruh 
 

Resources 
 
Here are several resources for you to consider during this time. If you 
would like paper copies of any of these resources, please let Kim Funk 
or Pastor Phil know.  
 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)  

 Website: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 Fact sheet: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf  

 Faith Resources: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
community/organizations/index.html 

 
Denominational Resources 

 Mennonite Church USA: 
    http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-church-usa-managing-

coronavirus/  

 MennoMedia Faith Formation Resources for Children and Adults: 
  

 --Shine Curriculum: https://shinecurriculum.com/shineathome/free-
resources/  

 

 --This link includes Adult Bible Study, Rejoice Devotional,    
    Anabaptist Prayer Book and more: 
 https://mail.google.com/mail/ca/u/0/?shva=1#label/Announcements/

FMfcgxwHMZJvDksBwzTWrdFGLFlpvGKm  
 

Additional Resources 

 BibleProject: 
 --Sign up to receive email newsletter and weekly emails with Bible 

Study resource for friends and family: 
 https://bibleproject.com/#email 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference Announcements 
 

Storytime! Former WDC staff member, Marlene Bogard, is hosting a 
Zoom Story Hour at 11:30am on Mondays and Thursdays for the next 
several weeks. Children are invited! Stories will be geared to ages 3-8. 
In order to get the Zoom meeting link, please email Marlene at  
Harderbogard@gmail.com  
 
WDC office facilities in North Newton, KS (Resource Library,      
conference rooms and staff offices) will be closed to the public beginning 
now and until further notice, due to COVID-19 precautions.  
 
Camp Mennoscah: 
--Watch the Camp Mennoscah website and Facebook page for updates 
on events and special happenings! There is a COVID-19 link under the 
Camp Blog section on the website. The Facebook page (no account 
needed!) can be reached from the Camp Mennoscah webpage.  
--Retirees Retreat (scheduled for April 20-22) has been cancelled. It has 
not been determined if the retreat will be rescheduled for a later date.  
--Men and Boys Retreat (previously scheduled for April 3-5) at Camp     
Mennoscah has been rescheduled to September 4-6, 2020!  
 
Service Adventure: Looking for a non-traditional pastoral role?      
Become a unit leader in Service Adventure, a gap-year program for   
ages 17–20 from Mennonite Mission Network. Unit leaders, at least     
24 years of age, serve as mentors to the young adults in the household. 
An opening is available at the Service Adventure unit in Jackson, Miss. 
This is a two-year term beginning in July 2020. Learn more by contacting 
SusanN@MennoniteMission.net. 
  
New Hope Shelter:  
—The Board of Directors would like to inform our wonderful community 
of supporters, volunteers, donors, and prayer partners about important 
changes taking place at the New Hope Shelter. James Wilson submitted 
his resignation as Executive Director of the New Hope Shelter, Inc. to the 
Board of Directors effective Monday, March 23, 2020. The Board accepted 
his resignation. Ashli Teel is serving as Interim Executive Director while 
a search for a permanent Director is conducted. The Board is grateful for 
the many good things that James did during his long tenure with the shelter. 
We are also grateful for the ongoing support of our staff, volunteers, and 
donors during this transition as we continue to provide excellent care for 
our residents.  
 
Bethel College is closed for the remainder of the spring 2020      
semester. At this point, no events as previously listed in an online or 
printed calendar will occur as scheduled. Some will be rescheduled    
and others might take place in an altered format, but even that is iffy. 
 

Please also note: Life Enrichment is canceled for the remainder of the 
Spring 2020 semester. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-church-usa-managing-coronavirus/
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/mennonite-church-usa-managing-coronavirus/
https://shinecurriculum.com/shineathome/free-resources/
https://shinecurriculum.com/shineathome/free-resources/
https://mail.google.com/mail/ca/u/0/?shva=1#label/Announcements/FMfcgxwHMZJvDksBwzTWrdFGLFlpvGKm
https://mail.google.com/mail/ca/u/0/?shva=1#label/Announcements/FMfcgxwHMZJvDksBwzTWrdFGLFlpvGKm
https://bibleproject.com/#email
mailto:Harderbogard@gmail.com


Opportunities to Give 
 

--Community Relief Fund: While no one knows the future, your 
community foundation is being proactive in announcing that we have a 
fund established for events that might become necessary in our community. 
Through the CKCF Relief Fund, GCF is currently accepting donations in 
preparation for the effects of COVID-19 in our community. We are a 501(c)3 
charitable organization, and all donations made for this purpose will be 
granted back into the community where it is needed most, supporting relief 
efforts. Checks can be made out to the Goessel Community Foundation 
and dropped off with Peggy at Citizens State Bank in Goessel earmarked 
for Corova-19 Relief Fund. Donations are also accepted on-line at     
centralkansascf.org/covid-19response. If you have questions, please 
contact Dwight Flaming (620-386-4044) dmflaming@mtelco.net  
 

--2020 is the 100 year anniversary of the Mennonite Central Committee. 
The Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale would like to celebrate this milestone 
by gifting MCC ONE MILLION DOLLARS. The Kansas Sale was founded to 
support the ministry of Relief, Development, and Peace in the name of 
Christ. This would  require 1,000 people to each give $1,000 to get to 
one million dollars by April 17, the first day of the 2020 Kansas Mennonite 
Relief Sale. Please send your check made payable to KMRS earmarked 
"centennial gift" to Tim Miller, Relief Sale Treasurer, 4805 S. Broadacres 
Rd, Hutchinson, Kansas 67501. If you have questions, please ask your 
church sale contact person(s) or call Jim Robb, Board Chair at 620-747-0186.  
 

--New Hope Shelter: With staff covering all shifts, payroll has increased. 
Please, consider a financial gift to New Hope to offset increased expenses! 
Donate online https://www.newhope-shelter.org/ or send donation to 
New Hope Shelter, 900 W. Broadway, Bldg 7, Newton, KS  67114. 
 

--If you know of other opportunities to give, please let the church office 
know so that we can list those as well. 

 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
Prelude: 9:15am                                                  Worship: 9:30am  
Fellowship Time: 10:30am                    Faith Formation: 10:45am 

 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 
Phone: 620-367-2318               email: tabor@tabormennonite.org 

Website: www.tabormennonite.org      
 

As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer  
hospitality, healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

Pastor:  
Philip Schmidt 
Cell:  620-386-0779 
email: 
pschmidt@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Rosie Jantz 
Cell:  316-772-8740  
email: 
rjantz@tabormennonite.org 

Associate Pastor: 
Katherine Goerzen 
Cell: 316-727-4986   
email:   
kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org  

Deacons:  

Carol Duerksen 
Duane Duerksen 

Marcene Entz 
Emil Schmidt 

Erica Stoltzfus 
John Unruh 

 Gratitude 
 

Whether we think about it or not, all of our cups are full 

and running over. All of us have more to be grateful for 

than we can begin to name. Share a gratitude by calling 

or emailing the church. (contact info listed below) Your 

name will not be listed unless you request it. 

 

 ~I am so thankful for running water and  

         electricity...in so many ways. 
 

 ~I am grateful for quiet time at home...and the  

         coming of spring...and more and more!!!  

  

https://www.newhope-shelter.org/
https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=shining%20sky&entry_date=1%2F1%2F0001&image_type=cl%2Cph%2Cpp%2Cbc%2Cca%2Cmv%2Cwt%2Cnt%2Cpt%2Cft%2Cea

