
Mennonite Central Committee Celebration Sunday
Introduction: Pastor Phil

Welcome to Tabor Mennonite Church Worship whether you are joining via video or 
reading the transcript! Today we are focusing on celebrating the work of Mennonite 
Central Committee. Our Worship Playlist includes several videos highlighting the work 
of MCC. Unfortunately, we don’t have written transcripts of all the videos, but we hope 
that everyone can join in this worship service as we seek to celebrate and support the 
work of MCC both locally and globally. 

Welcome and Prayer: Leann Toews

Welcome to MCC Sunday. We traditionally have this service the Sunday directly after 
the Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale. Obviously everything is different this year because 
of COVID-19. The good news is the God’s people are committed and creative. So many 
people who are concerned about feeding the hungry and clothing the naked have found 
new and different ways to carry out MCC’s Mission “In the Name of Christ” - which is 
MCC’s motto.

100 years ago in 1920 some men from Hillsboro and Newton felt a calling from the Holy 
Spirit to respond to hungry Mennonites in the Ukraine. These sisters and brothers were 
starving after being ravaged by World War I. A meeting was held in Elkhart, IN and 
Mennonite Central Committee was born. 

Today we celebrate that 100 years later in 2020 Mennonites still heed God’s calling by 
giving, serving, praying for, and supporting the work of Mennonite Central Committee in 
the name of Christ. Welcome to worship. Let us pray:

   God of healing, hope, mercy and Love, we are thankful for those persons who heeded 
God’s call 100 years ago to share their resources with those who had none. 
   We are thankful for this organization called Mennonite Central Committee as we share 
its birthday. 
   God, you have blessed the work of MCC over these many years. We ask that you 
would continue to bless it as its mission is needed more than ever. 
   We are thankful for the thousands of people, young and old, who make kits, quilts, 
bake, donate vehicles, purchase items, give generously of their time and talents, give 
money and support MCC. 
   One hundred years later Christians are still feeling the nudge of the Holy Spirit. We 
are thankful for the many creative ways they support the work of MCC. 
   We celebrate that this significant organization is one where many theological 
differences don’t divide us. 
   God, continue to bless this important work of Mennonite Central Committee. May it be 
a beacon of light in a dark world. In the name of Christ. Amen. 



Scripture Reading: Mark 9:30-41 (NIV) - Sharon Adrian

30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know 
where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three 
days he will rise.” 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask 
him about it.

33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had 
argued about who was the greatest.

35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must 
be the very last, and the servant of all.”

36 He took a little child whom he placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he 
said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes 
me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”

38 “Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we 
told him to stop, because he was not one of us.”

39 “Do not stop him,” Jesus said. “For no one who does a miracle in my name can in 
the next moment say anything bad about me, 40 for whoever is not against us is for us. 
41 Truly I tell you, anyone who gives you a cup of water in my name because you 
belong to the Messiah will certainly not lose their reward.

The Word of God for the People of God 
Thanks Be to God! 



Mennonite Central Committee Reflections: 

“How the virus has changed my work.” - Maynard Knepp

As director of donor relations Mennonite Central committee, Central states, my job is to 
raise money for the work of MCC partners both domestically and internationally. I cover 
16 states relating to individual donors, businesses churches, thrift shops, and Relief 
sale. Because of the virus, Central states offices are closed and we are not able to 
travel. Normally this time of the year I’m traveling to relief sale events. When doing so, I 
normally share at local churches and visit local donors when I am in the area. I am now 
doing all my work from home limited to phone calls. The one nice thing is, it’s much 
easier to catch people at home than in the past. People are also willing to talk. I find 
people are very interested on what MCC is doing and how they can help. MCC is 
celebrating its 100-year Centennial this year. Very interesting how our work is coming 
full circle. Hundred years ago, we were asked to come to Ukraine to feed people 
because of starvation. Over the past hundred years we have moved from not only 
doing relief work but doing a lot more development and teaching people how to be 
sustainable. Plus, MCC has put a lot of emphasis on peace work which includes trauma 
healing and working with young people teaching alternative to violence. With the recent 
virus we are again asked to focus on food security. I was on a webinar this week with 
country reps from the Congo, Egypt and Syria. They shared stories of the impact of this 
virus, war, displacement of millions of people and the need for food relief.

I’m so grateful to be a part of a church family like Tabor which is so generous. Even 
with our recent building project, people from Tabor are raising thousands and 
thousands of dollars for the work of MCC and for that I am extremely grateful.

Blessings to brothers and sisters of Tabor Mennonite church. May you be healthy, and 
please stay safe.

“MCC Thoughts” - Jerry Toews

Having NO MCC Sale this year is a REAL disappointment. Much of the work in 
preparing for the sale this year had already been done when groups of over 10 people 
were limited. So rather than giving a sale report this Sunday I will give a few reflections.   
Tabor's mission of “Giving Help, Healing, and Hope”  is why we so look forward to the 
opportunity to participate in the KS Mennonite Relief Sale each year. We are SO 
grateful that Tabor responds to giving HOPE to men, women, and children in the MOST 
desperate situations around the world – all in the name of Christ.



For many of us in America we live with more than we need. Of course we do have 
things we want; but they probably are just that—things we would like to have—not 
things we actually need for survival.  

But for a large population in the World; there are  many who live not knowing how they 
will feed their children; let alone themselves; MANY who live without clean water; and 
MANY who live without proper shelter and warmth.

Even during the pandemic, MCC is there helping these MOST vulnerable people in 55 
countries. The economic impact of MCC's ability to raise funds to give people hope to 
hang on, has been severely damaged by this pandemic.

Thrift Shops in the US and Canada; like the Newton ETC. Shop have closed their  
doors. These Thrift shops throughout the US and Canada usually generate  $15 Million 
each year. MCC Sales throughout the US and Canada usually generate $5 to $6 Million 
Annually.

So we do what we can. The KS MCC Sale board is trying to raise a Half Million dollars 
without the MCC Sale. Is it possible to raise this kind of money without Verenike and 
New Years Coolies?? I think it is, but it might not be quite as easy as it is when we get 
25,000 folks together at the Fairgrounds in Hutch having a good time socializing and 
eating.  

With money we have already raised for pre-sale expenses; and folks that have given to 
the 1000 at 1000 fund raiser; and money we have collected from Fellowship Meals; and 
coins we have already collected; etc., we are  half way there. Folks are being creative 
in helping along. A perfect example is Keith Banman donating and feeding folks in 
Goessel today and ALL proceeds going to MCC. I am certain most of us will be there 
supporting this effort. We are also selling vehicles and items that have been donated to 
this years sale. Folks are being generous and donating to MCC without the sale. Some 
folks are giving their stimulus checks or a portion of them to MCC. Maybe some of you 
can participate in the 1000 at 1000 or maybe you can be creative in coming up with  
fund raising ideas.  

Watch your announcement sheets and bulletins for opportunities to support MCC 
throughout the year. With your help we think we can give a $500,000 check to MCC 
again this year. REMEMBER, when we combine our gifts with other Mennonite Churches 
in KS it is amazing what we can do. MANY small gifts add up to something big.  

We are SO lucky to be in this position. May God continue to Bless you folks at Tabor for 
your Strong Support of the work of MCC and may God continue to multiply our gifts to 
Bless the folks around the world who desperately  need our support. Amen



Congregational Prayer & Benediction: Pastor Phil

Thank you to everyone who helped make this MCC Celebration Worship Service 
possible! Please join me in prayer: 

Gracious and Loving God, we give you thanks for your goodness and your love. We 
give you thanks for glimmers of your upside down kingdom breaking in all around us. 
Thank you for the continuing work of Mennonite Central Committee. Thank you for the 
beautiful spring weather. Thank you for many people who are serving others and 
extending your love and grace. 

Even amidst our gratitude, we lament the brokenness and pain all around us. The 
whole world is suffering as a result of the spread of COVID-19. We grieve with many 
people whose loved ones have died in recent days and weeks. We lament the impact 
that loss of employment and income has had and will have on many people. We feel 
the pain and anxiety that weighs heavily all around. Gracious God, send us your spirit 
of comfort and peace. 

We pray for your blessing to be with healthcare workers, parents, teachers, children, 
students, elderly, those who work and live at nursing homes, those who work in local, 
state, and national government, those who work at grocery stores, those who work in 
manufacturing, those who farm, and many others. Everyone has been impacted and we 
pray for your Spirit of courage and compassion to be with each of us.  

We pray for our Tabor Church Family. Grant us your comfort and strength as we face 
an ever changing situation and the challenges that each day brings. May we continue 
to be a community that cares for each other and extends much hospitality, healing, and 
hope all around. 

We pray for Mennonite Central Committee. May you guide all the people connected with 
this organization as they seek to continue the work of bringing relief, development and 
peace in the name of Christ. Be with the Kansas MCC Board as they seek to raise funds 
for MCC, and may you inspire much generosity from donors. Thank you for creative 
fundraising efforts from people like Keith Banman, Jerry Toews and others. Bless these 
efforts for the benefit and promotion of your kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven. 

We pray all these things in the name of Jesus, our risen Lord and Savior. Amen. 

Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make us complete in 
everything good so that we may do God’s will, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 


