
Phil’s Ponderings: Sabbatical   

   
Tabor Church Family,  
 

Thank you so much for your flexibility and adaptability over these last 
months throughout the Pandemic. I have enjoyed your creativity and the 
opportunities we have had to connect in new ways through a digital worship 
playlist, through outdoor worship services, through Zoom, and in other 
ways. I know that all of our lives have been disrupted and that there is still 
a lot of uncertainty as we journey into the coming weeks and months.  
 

One of the needed adaptations for me was to postpone my three-month  
sabbatical that was scheduled for this past Spring/Summer. Now that we 
are finding a new rhythm with outdoor worship services and Zoom Faith 
Formation, I am grateful for the Tabor Deacons affirming that I receive  
one month of sabbatical leave from September 15-October 15, 2020       
(the rest is still postponed until later).  
 

My plans for this one month of sabbatical leave include: 
 

  Continued consistent practice of spiritual disciplines, which         
    include prayer, meditation, exercise, and reading.  
 

  Time to disconnect from church responsibilities and connect more  
    deeply with family. Our son, Ethan, will be doing school from home  
    this first quarter, so I am grateful for time to help with his schooling  
    and to support our family in a variety of other ways.  
 

  Time to rest and reflect. Life seems non-stop right now, so I am  
    grateful to be able to take a longer pause in order to find renewed energy.  

 

Thanks again for your continued support of Tabor Pastors and for the   
ministries of our congregation even amidst these strange days.  
 

                                 ~Peace, Pastor Phil 
 

 

Sunday Worship Themes  
 

September 6 -      
 Jesus Welcomes Children 
 Parent/Child Dedication 
 Faith Formation Dedication 
 Mark 9:33-37 & 10:13-16  
 Pastor Katherine Preaching 
 

September 13 -     
 The Sign of Jonah 
 Matthew 12:38-45 
 Pastor Phil Preaching 
 

September 20 -  Parables   
 Parable of the Pounds 
 Luke 19:11-27 
 Pastor Katherine Preaching 
 

September 27 - Parables 
 Michelle Armster Preaching 
 Executive Director  
 MCC Central States  
  

 

 

Tabor Staff celebrated Pastor Rosie’s 
birthday COVID style! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Bethel College 
Elizabeth Alderfer 

Emily Brandt 
 

Hesston College 
Porclein Unruh 

 

Kansas State University 
Josh Schmidt 

 

Tabor College 
Olivia Duerksen 

 

Wichita State University 
Karina Brandt 

 

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary 

Michael Unruh  
 

Washburn University 
Reece Hiebert 

Rosie’s Reflections 
 

I’m really excited about the next few months of ministry at Tabor. You 
might think I’m winding down, but in some ways it feels like I’m just getting 
started. I’ve said it before, maybe one hundred times, but I’ll say it again. 
I’m so grateful for Tabor’s Christian Education team who works diligently 
to “join in the missional life of the church by offering hospitality, healing 
and hope in settings where Christian faith can be nurtured.” In Katherine’s 
Candor, she mentioned how much she and her “kiddos” appreciated the 
faith formation videos that Tabor provided for the children this summer and 
for the new opportunities being offered beginning September 6. You can 
read Carol Duerksen’s article for the details. Thank you for entrusting your 
children to us as we seek “God’s Treasures in Difficult Times” together! 
  

Another thing I’m looking forward to is making some porch visits. I really 
miss our conversations. Phone chats are great, but I’d really love to see 
you. You will notice that I, along with Pastors Katherine and Phil, have 
carved out times when we are most available for visits. You are welcomed 
to give me a call - if I don’t call you first!☺I want to know how you are 
doing during these strange times. I am happy to come pray with you or just 
sit together for a chat – whatever is most comfortable for you!  
 

Finally, one of the things I’ve been missing is Stories & Stuff. We were all 
set to have a presentation of Emil and Vickie Schmidt’s beautiful photography 
when the pandemic hit. Now we are rescheduling in hopes that we can 
meet together in Tabor’s Hospitality Hall on Thursday, November 12. 
Mark your calendars and watch for details. It’s going to be grand!  
 

Friends, we have come through a season of disappointment and upheaval. 
Sometimes we feel like strangers in a foreign land, yet, we have seen the 
best in people as they share their hearts through faith stories, their gifts     
in worship, and their friendship through phone calls and notes. There are 
challenges to be sure, but God is also challenging us to find ways of tackling 
them together. Throughout Tabor’s history, we have pulled together 
through tough times, and we will get through these times too. With the 
Psalmist we pray: “This I know, that God is for me. In God, whose word I 
praise, in the Lord, whose word I praise—in God I trust: I am not afraid.”  
(Psalm 56:9b-11a NRSV) May it be so. 
  

               ~ Grace and Peace, Pastor Rosie 

 
                       How About A Porch Visit?  

 

We all miss you! It's been great seeing many of you at our drive-in services and during  
the fellowship time that follows, However, we'd like to offer additional opportunities  
for personal visits. They can be short chats or longer times of prayer and sharing.  
It can be a porch visit at your place, or if you prefer, we can meet at Tabor church  
where there's plenty of outside space (in the church park or on the front courtyard area).       
Of course, we would follow Tabor's social distancing and mask guidelines on church property.  
Please contact us directly to schedule a visit. We'd love to hear from you!  
 

Pastor Rosie's availability  
316-772-8740 rjantz@tabormennonite.org 
Sundays: 4-7 pm, Tuesdays: 1-5 pm, Wednesdays: 9 am-3 pm 
 

Pastor Katherine's availability  
316-727-4986  kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org 
Tuesdays: 12-3 pm, Wednesdays: 9-3 pm, Thursdays: 5-8 pm (9-3 pm when children not in remote/hybrid learning) 
 

Pastor Phil's availability  
620-386-0779 pschmidt@tabormennonite.org)   
Tuesdays: 2-4 pm, Wednesdays: 2-4 pm, Thursdays: 10-11:45 am, 7:30-9 pm 

mailto:kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org
mailto:pschmidt@tabormennonite.org


Katherine’s Candor  
 

Hello Friends, 
 

I continue to be grateful for the ways that our congregation has sought to 
nurture the faith of our children and youth, even during a pandemic. The 
children’s faith formation videos this summer were amazing! It was 
meaningful for my kiddos and me to see so many people from our    
congregation involved! Thank you to all of you who participated! 
 

I am also grateful to Carol and Doris and for all who have been working 
together on our fall faith formation. In addition to the children’s materials,     
I too was asked to write a 13-session curriculum “God’s Treasures in Difficult 
Times” for junior high and high school youth. In addition to my usual 
pastoral duties, I have enjoyed having time to write this, to dive into the 
different Scripture passages, and to prayerfully discern how to help youth 
deepen their relationship with God. Thank you for this opportunity. 
 

I am also looking forward to our September worship series that focuses 
on Gospel Stories and Parables. I love that Jesus’ main mode of teaching 
was to tell stories. Stories have such a powerful way of conveying truth, 
while also teasing the imagination into creatively considering how to live in 
ways that proclaim God’s Kingdom. 
  

Even though things are considerably different this year, we are grateful  
for the creative opportunities to continue to nurture faith and worship together. 
Thanks be to God!  
 

                 ~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine 
 

Update from Luke Unruh 
 

Over the past two months, I have been serving at Swan Lake Christian 
Camp for my third summer. It was truly an amazing experience. I am so 
glad I was able to be there and I praise God for keeping us safe with no 
COVID-19 cases up there. As of now, I am still planning on heading to  
Indonesia, but am not sure when that will happen. I have heard that there   
is a possibility that I will be able to start in October, but the biggest hurdle 
that we need to jump through is getting accepted for a Visa, which the    
Indonesian government is not currently granting. There is still a possibility 
that the trip could be cancelled completely, but I am staying hopeful that     
I will be able to serve in Indonesia. Currently, my assignment would be 
teaching English at a Mennonite Seminary in Pati, Central Java. If this   
does not work out, we are looking into other options that will be in      
Salatiga, which is where the Indomenno offices are located. I still need      
to do some fundraising and am thinking about holding some sort of event, 
so be looking for that in the coming weeks. I appreciate all of the prayers 
and ask for continued support through this time of uncertainty. If you have 
any further questions, feel free to contact me at lukebunruh@gmail.com. 

In close consultation with the National 
Advisory Committee in host country 
Indonesia, the Executive Committee    
of MWC has decided not to hold the 
international gathering in 2021 as   
originally announced but has decided 
to postpone the global Assembly until 
2022: 5–10 July. 
 

“The COVID-19 pandemic continues 
to infect hundreds of thousands of 
people each day. The likelihood we 
can safely gather in person as a global 
family for group worship, service and 
learning in 2021 seems low,” says 
MWC president J. Nelson Kraybill. 
 

“The Indonesian Mennonite churches 
are committed to hosting the Assembly 
in Indonesia. Please continue to pray 
for the healing of the world, and for the 
Assembly,” says Rev. Paulus Widjaja, 
chair of National Advisory Council. 
“Assembly venues will remain the same 
and will still happen in Semarang at Holy 
Stadium,” says Chief International 
Events Officer Liesa Unger. “Similarly, 
the Global Youth Summit will remain in 
Salatiga, but will shift to 1–4 July in 2022 
instead.” Liesa added, “We are looking 
forward to a Psalm 133 experience of 
how good and pleasant it is for brethren 
[and sisters] to dwell together in unity!” 
 

—Mennonite World Conference release 

    

                      Mennonite 
       Disaster 
       Service 
      

 
Please pray for those impacted by 
Hurricane Laura. We anticipate sending 
an assessment team to the area when 
it is safe.  
 

MDS is accepting financial donations 
for Hurricane Laura recovery efforts. 
Give online or by check payable to: 
Mennonite Disaster Service,  
583 Airport Road, Lititz, PA 17543. 
Designate "Hurricane Laura"  
 

To volunteer, please fill out the online 
registration form. https://mds.volunteer 
matrix.com/sys-php/matrix/e.php?ID=40            
           -MDS release 

 
Thoughts to Ponder  . . .  
 

It’s nice to be important, but it’s more important to be nice….  
 People Will Forget What You Said,  
  People Will Forget What You Did,  
   but People Will Never Forget How You Made Them Feel…  
Be Kind  
 and contribute towards a better and peaceful world around you…. 

https://mwc-cmm.org/node/790
https://mds.volunteermatrix.com/sys-php/matrix/e.php?ID=40
https://mds.volunteermatrix.com/sys-php/matrix/e.php?ID=40


  
 

GOD’S TREASURES  
IN DIFFICULT TIMES 

 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
  

curriculum for K-5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARENT GUIDE 
 
THE ON-LINE PLAYLIST 
  

Beginning on September 4, you will receive an email from Tabor Church every Friday that will include     
a playlist for you to access. This playlist will include a Pirate/Parrot video, a Bible story video, and    
an “On Mat” video. You can choose when to view these—they are covering both our Sunday morning 
and our Wednesday evening sessions with our children this fall. 
  

The first week video—session 1—is an introduction to the rest of the lessons. 
  

Then, after that, you will notice that the videos are the same for two weeks in a row because they      
are about the same story. (Ex—sessions 2 and 3 are the same, 4 and 5, etc) Again, you may choose     
to separate these and do one each week, or watch both videos both weeks, or whatever you choose. 
The difference between the weeks will be found in the games and crafts and the “treasure” that we    
are hoping the children will learn. 
 
THE ACTIVITY PACKET  
 

Prior to Sept 6, you will receive an Activity Packet that includes supplies and instructions you will 
need for games and creative activities in sessions 1-7. Then, prior to Oct 25, you will receive another 
Activity Packet for sessions 8-13. The last session is the last Sunday in November. 
 
THE WRITTEN PART 
 

You will receive a notebook with an outline for each session. This is your guide to use as much or      
as little as you choose to with your child(ren.) It gives you memory verses, an overview of the Bible 
story, ideas of questions and commentary you can share with your family, and other instructions. 
 
THE ZOOM PART 
 

We hope to incorporate a zoom element this fall, but are still developing that.  We will be in touch     
as those plans come together. 
 
QUESTIONS? 
 

Doris Unruh, doris.unruh@gmail.com, 620-983-2844, 785-766-8258. 
 
Carol Duerksen, willowspringdowns13@gmail.com  620-386-0709     
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