
 

Katherine’s Candor 
 

 
The first Sunday of Advent will fall at the end of this month. The season of 
Advent is a time of waiting and preparation, longing and hope. This year,   
especially, has felt like a prolonged season of Advent, filled with waiting and 
deep longing. We earnestly long for Jesus’ presence and healing to be made 
known throughout the world. We wait expectantly for God to come once and 
for all to set things right and make all things new.  
 

This year our Advent worship service will focus on passages from Isaiah.  
Isaiah was written both during and following a period of exile. The Exile    
uprooted people from all that was familiar. It was a time of loss; loss of life, 
loss of normalcy and familiarity, even loss of faith. For many people, God   
felt absent or far away.  
 

Isaiah’s words both express this deep longing for God to set things right,       
as well as an assurance that God is faithful and present with us, even in the 
midst of suffering. Isaiah captures both a sense of earnest waiting as well as 
expectant hope, both of which seem fitting for Advent.  
 

For this Advent and Christmas season, Worship Council is also hoping to   
provide meaningful opportunities to enjoy beloved Christmas music 
throughout the season (especially following the release of the new hymnal, 
Voices Together). So please stay tuned.  
 

May God’s faithful presence continue to be made known in our midst throughout 
this period of waiting, granting hope and peace in a hurting world.  
    

                 ~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine 

Sunday Worship Themes  
 

November 1 - Jesus for President: 
 Lord’s Prayer    
 The Sermon on the Mount 
 Matthew 6:5-15 
 Pastor Phil Preaching 
  

November 8 -  Jesus for President: 
 Do not worry    
 The Sermon on the Mount 
 Matthew 6:24-34 
 Pastor Katherine Preaching 
 

November 15 - Jesus for President: 
 Build your house upon rock 
 The Sermon on the Mount 
 Matthew 7:24-29 
 Pastor Phil Preaching 
  

November 22 - Thanksgiving: 
 Sending/Celebration for Pastor Rosie  
 Pastor Rosie Preaching 
 

November 29 - Advent 1 
 Isaiah 64:1-9 
 Pastor Katherine Preaching 

 

Worship in the Hospitality Hall  

 

Prayer from Mennonite World Conference . . .  
 

May God grant us resilience to be good neighbors and to show grace to others as the  
pandemic stretches on. 
 

May God grant governments wisdom to respond to citizens’ needs and to make procurement 
decisions as vaccines become ready for use. 
 

May we stand in solidarity with each other around the world as we grieve losses,      
economic and personal. 
 

Pray for those who respond to the pandemic with violence and greed. May God rattle 
their understanding and may the Holy Spirit turn their hearts to compassion and generosity. 
May anger at differences – racial, religious, economic – turn into curiosity to learn.     
May the power of Jesus bring healing to the wounds that drive their violence. 
 

Pray for food supply lines to be efficient and equitable. Pray for a global effort to make 
food available to all populations.  
 

We pray for everyone who has been affected by Covid-19. For those who have died; for 
those who have been ill; for the family members that this has affected; for those whose 
jobs and livelihoods have been affected by the economic downturn that this pandemic has 
caused; for all of us as our lives and our “normals” have changed.  

     Drive through 5-6pm 

Goessel Elementary School 

See bulletin announcements       

             for details.   



 

Greetings from Camp Mennoscah!  
 

It has been an unusual year. Many,  
including camp staff, are missing the 
personal connection with others and 
sharing faith & fun at Camp. With the 
help of program volunteers, the Summer 
Staff sent interested campers a little piece 
of the Camp Mennoscah experience 
through videos and ‘Camp in a Box’. 
Many lives were influenced by these 
dedicated volunteers and staff, most of 
whom come from supporting churches. 
We are thankful and blessed by the 
number of people willing to share in Camp 
Mennoscah’s summer programming! 
Thanks to Tabor’s Sarah Booth, Karina 
Brandt, and Michael Unruh for their help 
on Summer Staff. 
 

Additional people from Tabor Church 
have likely volunteered at work days and 
retreats. All volunteers are valuable to 
Camp Mennoscah’s ministry as mentors 
and living examples of a Christian life. 
Our camp would be empty without their 
generosity. 
 

With peace, The Camp Mennoscah Staff 

Phil’s Ponderings: Sabbatical Reflections  

 

Tabor Church Family,  
 

Thank you so much for the gift of a 1-month sabbatical amidst these crazy 
days! During my month of sabbatical (Sep. 15-Oct. 15), here are some of 
the practices I spent time on: 
 

 Reading: I listened to five audiobooks on the themes of leadership 
and ministry.  

 Running/Biking: While I listened to audiobooks, I spent time outside 
in God’s beautiful creation running and biking. I’m grateful for the 
beautiful Fall weather we have been having! 

 Family: I spent much quality time with family, including doing about 
three weeks of remote learning with Ethan, getting away for a couple 
of date nights with Mary, and lots of reading and cuddles with Noah 
and the rest of the family.  

 Spiritual Direction: I met with my Spiritual Director twice. Meeting with 
my Spiritual Director each month helps me reflect on my relationship 
with God and others and helps me process well how to live as my true self. 

 Training: I participated in a 3-day Zoom training with 15 other Pastors 
that was focused on Adaptive Leadership and Pastoral Ministry. It 
was neat to connect with Pastors from all across the U.S. and Canada!  

 

Thank you again for the gift of this time. I found restoration, renewal, and 
new clarity through the sabbatical time, and I look forward to what lies 
ahead even as we anticipate continued challenges. May God continue to be 
our guide as we journey.  
 

                 ~Peace, Pastor Phil 
 

Rosie’s Reflections  
 

What am I to learn from this? I’ve been asking this question a lot these days. 
Most of the time it helps me step back and gain a different perspective. 
Other times it feels like the question falls on deaf ears. For whose ears is this 
question anyway? Am I calling out to God or myself? The short answer is yes. 
 

This year, 2020, has been a surprising year to say the least. I’m a little tired 
of its surprises. I’m tired of the election ads. I’m tired of the visceral hatred 
exploding here and around the world. I’m tired of the pandemic. So, what 
am I to learn from this? Have I been complicit in some way? Am I letting 
the current bantering and mean-spirited ads affect me? Am I letting Covid-19 
fatigue overpower me?  How am I being affected and am I infecting others?   
 

A couple of weeks ago, Kent was hospitalized with a bad lung infection. 
The symptoms came on slowly then suddenly he spiked a high fever 
(especially for a man of his age). The first concern was Covid-19. The doctor 
swung into action and immediately tested Kent with a rapid test and a long 
test. The first one came back in 15 minutes. Negative. Good! But we were 
told the second test needed to be negative also. It took 4 days to get those 
results. Kent was in the hospital for 2 of those days in isolation. I could not 
visit him. It was with caution and hopeful optimism that I brought him home to 
rest for several more days before we got the second negative result. Whew!  
 

What was I to learn from this experience? I found myself thinking about all 
the people who have to spend time in isolation away from loved ones. Kent 
thinks this may be how the lepers felt in Biblical times; isolated and alone. 



How can I learn to notice others around me that may feel isolated and 
alone? I feel more compassion. I pray I don’t forget this experience.  
 

I trust God with all my questions. This is also how I approach scripture. The 
answers don’t always come easily and sometimes they don’t come at all. 
But I will continue to trust God with my questions, and I will continue to 
ask God and myself, what am I to learn from this?  
 

And what does the Lord require of you – do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with your God. Micah 6:8.  
 

             ~Grace and peace, Pastor Rosie 
 

The Christmas Giving Tree 
 

Jesus’ love was the greatest gift that God has ever given to humanity. That love 
continues to inspire us to gift each other with God’s grace and love.  The Goessel 
Ministerial Alliance and the Citizens State Bank are sponsoring a “Christmas    
Giving Tree” to do just that. This tree endeavors to help with some of the expenses 
of Christmas for those families in need. We invite all parents who feel they could 
use a little help to fill out an application listing their children by name, age, and 
some gift suggestions with sizes, if clothing is listed. Besides parents, other people 
that are aware of needs for children should also fill out the application form. 
 

Applications will be available at the Goessel Elementary and High School offices, 
the Goessel City Office, the Crossroads Credit Union and the Citizens State Bank. 
All applications will need to be turned in by Friday, November 20 to the Elementary 
School office or in a sealed envelope marked “Christmas Giving Tree” at the     
Citizens State Bank. Each child’s name turned in will get 2 tags on the tree with 
their age, sex and gift description.  The names of the children will not be on the tag. 
 

The tags will be available on the tree at the Citizens State Bank on Mon., Nov. 23. 
All the gifts will need to be brought back to the Bank by Mon., Dec. 14. The gifts 
should be wrapped and the bank personnel will assist with the “checking in” process. 
The gifts will then be distributed by the Ministerial Alliance. 
 

It is our goal that everyone has a blessed and happy Christmas, both the giver and the 
receiver. We hope that each of our congregations may enter into this ministry opportunity. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact one of the pastors.    

 
Parent / Child Dedication  

 

and 
 

Second Graders Receive Bibles 
 

in September 

Sawatzky named as international 
education liaison for Mission  
Network–AMBS partnership 
 

By Laurie Oswald Robinson / Mennonite 
Mission Network 
 

Theologian Joe Sawatzky says that 
while serving in South Africa with 
Mennonite Mission Network, he often 
learned as much about God from his 
cross-cultural engagements as he did 
from textbooks. 
 

It’s the potential for gift sharing across 
cultures that Sawatzky - a Church  
Relations representative for Mission 
Network - is most excited about in his new 
role as international education liaison for 
both Mission Network and AMBS. 
 

In late August, the two organizations 
finalized a relationship in which 
Sawatzky will serve one-third of his 
time with Mission Network alongside 
AMBS as a consultant to help develop 
AMBS’s Global Anabaptist Education 
(GAE) initiative. His efforts will be in 
conjunction with AMBS and Anabaptist
-related educational institutions around 
the world as part of a partnership recently 
forged between AMBS and Mennonite 
World Conference (MWC). 
 

“It’s been a dream of my heart for a long 
time to walk through a door like this,” 
Sawatzky said in a recent interview. 
“The new role promises to integrate my 
two biggest passions - mission and 
theological education. I am excited to 
join with global Anabaptist organizations 
who want to partner together to further 
develop Anabaptist theological formation.” 
 
Joe and Anna Sawatzky were Tabor’s 
Mission Partners from 2008-2012. 
 

https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=d28a1f082d&e=af4eaeb927
https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=6c4b30177d&e=af4eaeb927
https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=6c4b30177d&e=af4eaeb927
https://ambs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e0e5e997256c6c06bbb4f4944&id=bb555876fa&e=af4eaeb927
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Shane & Brittany Denson November    5,   4 yrs. 

Doyle & Nancy Franzen November    7, 39 yrs. 

Jim & Kathy Wills November    8, 17 yrs. 

Daryl & Brenda Cress November    9, 29 yrs. 

Shannon & Carrie Friesen November  11, 20 yrs. 

Kevin & Cindy Jantzen November  11, 21 yrs. 

Tim O’Leary & Lois Voth November  12, 37 yrs. 

Jason & Ashley Chambers November  17,  8 yrs. 

Loren & Leona Brandt November  19, 61 yrs. 

Van & Brenda Schmidt November  21, 16 yrs. 

Ron & Marnette Hatchett November  28, 56 yrs.  

 

 

  2 - Daniel Unruh 
  4 - Bonnie Gleason 
  6 - Aaron Banman 
  7 - Brandy Ashley
 Wyatt Sommerfeld 
  8 - Dorothy Unruh 
 Adam Rohr 
  9 - Pete Unruh 
10 - Ilona Abrahams
 Lisa Schmidt
 Hannah Adrian 
11 - Eleanor Unrau 
12 - Jon Buller
 Bosten Unruh 
 

13 - Elma Goertz 
 Karen Unruh 
14 - Bill Unruh 
15 - Kathy Voth 
 Elijah Adrian
 Andrew Regier 
16 - Brent Abrahams
 Darla Pugh 
 Wyatt Duerksen
 Hunter Graber 
17 - Logan Duerksen
 Richard Drake 
18 - Patty Seibel 
 Levi Funk
 Shane Denson 

19 - Keith Banman
 Mark Voth
 Brandon Unruh
 Ron Schroeder  
23 - Travis Buller 
 Michael Hall 
25 - Kaleigh Regier 
28 - Chevy Gagnon
 Harper Stiles  
29 - Phyllis Goertzen 

Tabor Church Calendar 

Bulletin announcements are due 8am Thursday mornings. 


