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 WORSHIP 

 
PRELUDE                           Michelle Unruh 
 
WELCOME AND PRAYER Peter Goerzen 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE   
  Lindsey, Dylan, Eve, and Kacey Buller  
 
CHRISTMAS BRASS                     Led by Jerry Toews 
 
CHILDREN’S STORY                    Janna Duerksen 
 
SCRIPTURE READING            Isaiah 40:1-11    
  The Word of God for the people of God ~ Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON             “Comfort, comfort my people” Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 
CHRISTMAS BRASS                     
 
CONGREGATIONAL SHARING and PRAYER 
 OFFERTORY PRAYER   Pastor Phil Schmidt 
 
SENDING BLESSING 
 
CHRISTMAS BRASS   
 

    

 

See attached document for worship transcript 

During postlude music you are welcome to bring your offering 
forward and also spend some time fellowshipping and visiting. 
As a reminder, please wear your mask outside of your vehicle.

 
This week, as we continue the journey of 
Advent, we reflect on God’s might and 
mercy as proclaimed in Isaiah 40:1-11.   
As we continue to journey through the 
pandemic exile, may we take heart in the 
good news of God’s coming with strength 
and gentleness.  

Sunday, December 6 
 

Come together in spirit to worship God and experience God’s love.      
As we unite our hearts, may we be mindful of God’s saving grace,      
especially as we face difficult circumstances through uncertain times.  
 

10:45 am: We invite everyone to drive in to the church parking lot for the 
Worship Service and tune in to FM Radio 107.1 to listen. The service will 
be Livestreamed and recorded as usual.  

 

Faith Formation  
9:00 am: Sharing and breakout rooms via Zoom.  
BASIC class: Plans pending. Watch for details. 
 

Children are invited to participate in a zoom gathering this Sunday, 
led by Pam Abrahams.   
1:00 pm: Preschool-Kindergarten 
1:45 pm: 1st-2nd grades 
2:30 pm: 3rd-5th grades 
 

Zoom connection information is below.   
 

-Click this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7022907372?
pwd=Ty9JK0Vvb1ZOLzFnaWxwdEwyVXRzdz09  
 

-Or, open Zoom and type in the following information:  

Meeting ID: 702 290 7372 , Password: 2020   
 

-Or, call in by dialing the following number: +1 346 248 7799, then dialing 
the Meeting ID (702 290 7372 ) followed by pressing the # key twice. 

 
 

This Week 
 

Mon. Dec. 7, 7:00 pm: Men’s Bible Study, Tabor Hospitality Hall. 
 

Sat. Dec. 12, 9 am: Tabor ladies and girls Christmas Celebration via 
Zoom. Use the Zoom link above. See announcements for details. 

  
 

Next Sunday, December 13 
 

9:00 am: Faith Formation via Zoom 
BASIC class: Plans pending. Watch for details. 
 

10:45 am: Next Sunday is the third Sunday in Advent. Scripture for 
reflection is Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 and Pastor Phil will be preaching. 
 
 

Prayer Requests 

 

Remember to Pray for: 
 

 All in our congregation who are recovering from surgery and are  
facing health related concerns. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
 

the Meeting 
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 those in our church and in our communities, schools and nursing 
homes as we continue to see new positive COVID cases. Pray for 
those who test positive, those who are in quarantine, teachers and 
staff who continue to teach our children and all those in the health 
care field, including those who care for our loved ones in nursing 
homes. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

 Western District Conference: Pray for health and safety for 
healthcare providers and other essential workers, and for all WDC 
members working to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our local 
communities.  

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: MMN’s SOOP has developed COVID-19 
protocols that permit serving in some locations. While the Navajo 
Nation has a high rate of infections, most of the cases are further 
west than the Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission. Pray for volunteers 
to serve through tutoring and Christmas activities.  

 

Thanks 
 

Thank you, dear Tabor church family, for the wonderful send off into  
retirement. The day couldn't have been more perfect for outside worship 
and a drive-through celebration! Kent and I were blessed by your beautiful 
words of well wishes, and I deeply appreciate your many cards, letters, 
phone calls, texts, emails and gifts of appreciation. The fruit bowl will be 
treasured for years to come! You are in our thoughts and prayers in the 
months ahead. May God bless you and keep you until we meet again. 
             ~Grace and peace, Rosie and Kent Jantz  
 

Congregational Announcements   
 

Advent Giving: MCC Infant Care Kits Help mothers give their infants  
a good start. Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) kits are given to families 
displaced by war or disaster and are used in other settings to help support 
mothers who lack the supplies they need for a new baby.  
 

Contents (NEW items only, sizes 3-12 months) 

 3 gowns/sleepers (flannel or similar warm, soft material) 

 3 undershirts/onesies (short or long sleeves) 

 1 receiving blanket (lightweight fleece or flannel,                             
minimum 30 in x 30 in, larger sizes preferred) 

 4 large, heavy-duty safety pins  

 1 large bar mild soap (leave in wrapper) 

 1 pair of socks 

 1 cap 
Items can be purchased or sewn. Contact one of MCC’s material           
resources centers for a pattern for hand-sewn gowns.  

 

There is a container under the carport for you to leave items for 
donation. 

Tabor Mennonite Women and Girls will have a zoom Christmas 
Breakfast on December 12, 9 a.m. Pastor Dianne Schmidt will speak on 
the theme, Family Tree of Jesus, featuring four women in the Bible. 
                  ~Denise Nickel 
 
Tabor Wellness: The Tabor Wellness 2020 Body Building Challenge 
trackers are due to Kevin by Sunday, December 13th. You are welcome 
to email them to Kevin at nickel.kevinj@gmail.com or request an in person 
pick up or drop off. Thank you for your wellness efforts in 2020!  
 
The Christmas Giving Tree: The Goessel Ministerial Alliance and the 
Citizens State Bank are sponsoring a “Christmas Giving Tree” to help 
with some of the expenses of Christmas for families in need. Tags are 
available on the tree at the Citizens State. Because of COVID restrictions, 
the lobby of the bank is closed. You may pick up a tag at the drive through 
window, or knock on the lobby door and you will be allowed in to select a 
tag. (return gifts in same way) All the gifts will need to be brought back to 
the Bank by Monday, December 14. The gifts should be wrapped and 
the bank personnel will assist with the “checking in” process. The gifts 
will then be distributed by the GMA. It is our goal that everyone has a 
blessed and happy Christmas, both the giver and the receiver. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact one of the pastors. 
 
Would you be interested in being paired up with an 8th grader as 
part of our mentor/mentee program at Tabor Church. This is a great  
opportunity to get to know one of our youth in a special way. We are 
hoping to get this organized soon, so if you are interested, please     
contact Sarahanne Unruh or Dale Alderfer with any questions you may 
have. Thanks for your support. 
 
Bloodmobile: As you make plans for the holidays, include sharing 
the gift of life by donating blood at Goessel Church between 1:00-6:00 
on Monday, December 14. Over half of the slots are already filled, so go 
to www.redcrossblood.org to get the time you want. 
 
Mennonite Heritage & Ag Museum: Shop Local First. Locally crafted 
items, Mennonite cookbooks, gift memberships to museum, selected 
book-table for the frugal shopper, Mennonite history books, agricultural 
books, gift certificates available. Open Tues-Sat. 12-4:00 p.m. until   
Dec. 19, 2020. 
 
Small Group Gatherings: If you would like to schedule an in -person 
or Zoom meeting for your small group, faith formation class, or another 
gathering, please let church staff know and we will get that set up!  
 
 
 
 
 



Conference Announcements 
 
Western District Conference: 
  

--Save the date: WDC Annual Assembly will be July 30-Aug 1, 2021, in a 
hybrid model with the possibility of both virtual and in-person activities. More 
information to come!   
 

--The WDC Garden December 2020/January/February 2021 issue is now 
available for viewing at: https://mennowdc.org/wdc-garden-december-2020-
january-february-2021/. Learn about how WDC is engaging with racial    
justice and cultural diversity, the impact of Covid-19 on Hispanic churches, 
an announcement about Sandra Montes-Martinez as the new WDC       
Associate Conference Minister (Texas-Based), and more! 
 
Camp Mennoscah: 
 

--You are invited to a socially distanced Christmas Gathering at Camp 
Mennoscah on Saturday, December 12, at 2:30pm. Camp will provide 
s'mores and a beautiful outdoor space. Registration required. Bring a 
mask for indoor spaces and those times when you cannot be 6 feet 
apart. Those under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Dress for the 
weather and don't forget to register! 
 

--If you missed ordering your Camp Mennoscah hoodie online, contact 
Camp Mennoscah. There will be a limited number of extras available. 
 

For all of the above: Email office@campmennoscah.org or call 620-297-3290 
 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC):   
 

--Join MCC for a series of “MCC and me” webinars to hear more about 
service opportunities. MCC is working to adapt our programming as the 
situation with COVID-19 develops. All sessions relate to anticipated service 
needs, though timing and some other details may be subject to change. 
• December 9 at 7 p.m. EST: Serving and Learning Together (SALT) 
• January 13 at 3 p.m. EST: Summer Service leadership program 
• February 25 at 10 a.m. EST: Sharing With Appalachian People 
(SWAP) summer staff 
• February 25 at 8 p.m. EST: International service worker 
• March 6 at 12 p.m. EST: International service worker 
• March TBD: Mobile Meat Canner 
For more information and to register: mcc.org/mcc-me-webinar-series-
service-opportunities 
 

--MCC asks for support for Central American hurricane recovery. 
Not one, but two hurricanes within two weeks have caused extensive 
flooding in Honduras, Guatemala and Nicaragua destroying crops and 
forcing people from their homes. MCC is working with churches and 
community organization to provide emergency food, hygiene supplies 
and cleanup support. Join us as we help these communities recover. 
You can donate online mcc.org/eta-iota-relief, by phone (888) 563-4676 
or by mail at MCC, 21 S. 12

th
 St., PO Box 500, Akron PA 17501. 

--Free resource from MCC: Learning about generosity! Help children 
learn about generosity with MCC printable worksheets including activities, a 
story, a craft to make and Christmas gift ideas that benefit global neighbors 
with colorable greeting cards, find it all at mcc.org/generosity. Explore 
the full list of Christmas giving options from MCC at mcc.org/christmas. 
 

--A memorable, meaningful and unique MCC gift to give this Christmas! 
Grab a piece of MCC history to use in a modern day Mennonite feeding 
station - your home! Get one for yourself and order more for family and 
friends. Hang it on the wall in your kitchen or dining room, display it on a 
shelf or use it as a serving tray! Remember the kitchen at your church, 
too. Each tray was uniquely handcrafted by an artisan in Siberia using 
Siberian hardwood. The tray is 16” in diameter and 2” deep. Suggested 
donation per tray is $150. Full details and pictures are available at 
https://mcc.org/feeding-station-tray. 
 
Bethel College:  
--Sun., Dec. 13, 8 p.m. – All are invited to take part in Bethel College’s 
annual Lighting of the Green, from wherever you are. This long-
standing Bethel Advent tradition celebrates the Light that shines in the 
darkness, the life and light of Christ who came into the world giving light 
to all humankind. Normally held on the Green in the center of campus, 
the gathering will take place virtually this year, live online (links follow) 
with some parts pre-recorded.  
YouTube: https://youtu.be/LZeLxduHoVk or Zoom: https://zoom.us/
j/98444357235?pwd=N1MzQlpiQ29HQWZIWUs2NGpNWWtIZz09 
 

--Kauffman Museum at Bethel College is hosting the Smithsonian 
traveling exhibit “Crossroads: Change in Rural America” through 
Jan. 17. Accompanying it is a local companion exhibit, “Of Land and 
People: Our Community at the Crossroads,” created from the museum’s 
permanent exhibit “Of Land and People.” The museum is open 9:30 a.m.
-4:30 p.m., Tues.-Fri; 1:30-4:30 p.m., Sat.-Sun; and closed Mondays and 
major holidays. Admission to the “Crossroads” exhibit is free on Saturdays. 
 

--Sunday, Dec. 13, 3 p.m. – Gene Chávez, Ed.D., Shawnee, Kan., will 
give a virtual presentation on the rich history of Mexican immigration to 
Kansas and the journey of the humble but important flour tortilla. This 
Kauffman Museum “Sunday-Afternoon-at-the-Museum” program is 
connected to the museum’s current special exhibit, “Crossroads: Change in 
Rural America.” Visit the museum website (kauffmanmuseum.org) and/
or Facebook page for registration instructions. 
 
Everence will host a Social Security and retirement income planning 
webinar, on Monday, Dec. 14 at 6:30 p.m. Attendees will learn about 
Social Security strategies, risks that can impact retirement savings and 
strategies to help income last throughout retirement. This online workshop is 
free. Register soon by contacting our office at 316-283-3800, 877-467-7294 
or central.kansas@everence.com.   
 
 

hear more about service op-

and some other details may be 

Serving and Learning Together 
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This Advent and Christmas season will be different, and there will be 
meaningful traditions that we may not be able to engage in this year. 
And yet, Emmanuel – God-with-us – continues to be revealed in the 
world in unexpected and miraculous ways. May it be so in our lives  
and in the world. Amen.   

 
Scriptures for reflection during Advent through Epiphany are  
from Isaiah. Brass music will be featured throughout Advent. 
We are grateful to all who will provide brass music, directed    
by Jerry Toews, as this is such a meaningful part of our            
Advent and Christmas worship! 
 
Window paintings are a way to share in the joy of Christmas   
during these unusual times. Thanks to Tabor’s Visual Arts 
Team for their vision and sharing their gifts in this way. Make 
sure to drive through the church parking lot and take time to 
step out and view the windows! 
 
The Christmas Eve service this year will be a drive-in service  
in the parking lot. It will include brass music, Scripture, candle 
lighting, and luminaries. Cynthia Goerzen is working to put    
together a recorded playlist with children playing Christmas 
songs, to be made available to the entire congregation.  
 
Giving Opportunities include the Christmas Giving Tee, Tabor 
Food Panty, and MCC Infant Care Kits, with a special offering on 
Christmas Eve for the infant kits.  
Please make checks payable to Tabor Mennonite Church  
With ‘MCC Kits’ on the memo line.  
Donations will be received at the Christmas Eve Service  
or you may mail your donation to the church:  
Tabor Mennonite Church 
891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS  67114 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 
Phone: 620-367-2318               email: tabor@tabormennonite.org 

Website: www.tabormennonite.org      
 

As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer  
hospitality, healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

Co-Pastor:  
Philip Schmidt 
Cell:  620-386-0779 
email: pschmidt@tabormennonite.org 

Co-Pastor: 
Katherine Goerzen 
Cell: 316-727-4986   
email: kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org  

Deacons:  
Carol Duerksen 
Duane Duerksen 

Marcene Entz 
Denise Nickel 

Emil Schmidt 
John Unruh 

Please share what you are finding to be grateful for during this time of uncertainty 
and being apart. Email kfunk@tabormennonite.org or call 367-2318. If no answer, 
please leave a message. 

 Gratitude 

 

I am grateful for…. 

 

~ our flower Committee who painted the church windows,   
   it is beautiful and inspirational. -Norma Graber  
 

~ old family and new family, both near and far. –anonymous  

 

~ times of rest. –anonymous  

 

  Offering  =            $ 2,605.00  

Offering November 29, 2020 

BUDGET UPDATE 
Giving Update through November 30 

 

   2020 Fiscal Year Budget:   $284,182.00 
   Faithful Giving to Date:   $266,766.87 
   PPP Loan/Grant (forgiven):  $  31,900.00 
   for Salaries and Utilities 
 

   Total amount received:   $298,666.87    
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