Phil’s Ponderings: Gratitude
Tabor Church Family,

Pastor Phil 2012

Sunday Worship Themes
February 7 - Stories that Stick:
Hope
Luke 13:18-21
Pastor Phil Preaching
February 14 - Stories that Stick:
Love
Luke 6:32-36
Pastor Phil Preaching
February 21 - Deep Calls to Deep:
Called to Deep Relationship
Genesis 9:8-17, Mark 1:9-15
Pastor Katherine Preaching
February 28 - Deep Calls to Deep:
Called to Deep Commitment
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Mark 8:31-38
Pastor Katherine Preaching

I am so grateful for my time of pastoral ministry at Tabor over these
past 8+ years and for the opportunity I have had to know each of you!
As I anticipate wrapping up my pastoral ministry in this place, I have
been reflecting on these years with much gratitude. Following are several
highlights that come to my mind as important memories that I am
especially grateful for and will continue to cherish:
 Year of the Bible: I loved planning and participating along with
many of you in this year-long project that included a biblical banner,
biblical snacks, biblical binders, fun stickers, creative songs and skits,
creative faith formation response sessions, creative quarterly worship
review services followed by biblical Jeopardy, and a festival of booths
(along with much more)!
 Working with the church staff: As I was searching for a church,
I wanted to join a staff team instead of working as a solo pastor. I am
so grateful for the opportunity to have worked with Kim, Karen, Doug,
Grace, Camille, Rosie, and Katherine! We always had a great team and
I cherish many memories.
 Reading the Bible with Jesus: A highlight of mine was our church
hosting Bryan Moyer Suderman for one of his “Reading the Bible with
Jesus” workshops. This was a great way to study Scripture together as a
church family with the broader community.
 Summer Day Camp: I loved this opportunity to bring the community
together and work together with the other local churches. The Summer
Day Camp turned out to be a great experience for children and helpers
and I hope something like it happens again! And as I think about Day
Camp, I also remember positive memories from many years of Bible
School!

 Youth Ministries: I learned a lot through opportunities to work with
Junior and Senior High School Youth, including catechism, Wednesday
evenings, and trips together. I love the energy and curiosity of young
people. I especially have good memories from participating in trips, like
Know Jesus, Camp WaShunGa, the MCC Sale, Snow Camp, and the
Beating Guns worship service. I am so grateful for the opportunity I
have had to journey with young people in their faith development.
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 Revelation Sermon Series and Bible Study: Studying Revelation
during Bible Study and preaching through this powerful letter was
a highlight for me. I loved the great participation in Bible Study
sessions and the opportunity to proclaim the Good News of Peace
through this often misunderstood biblical book. I also cherish the
opportunity I have had to preach on a variety of biblical books and
themes throughout the years.

Year of the Bible

 Faithful Fitness Challenges: While I didn’t participate in the
Faithful Fitness group, I was inspired by the fitness challenges put
out by Kevin Nickel and now am enjoying a much healthier lifestyle
that includes eating better food, regular exercise and daily yoga.
 Church Council and Commission Retreats: I always appreciated
people’s participation in our annual prayer and visioning retreats
along with other leadership retreats throughout the years. I am
grateful for Tabor’s support of me receiving training from the
Kansas Leadership Center and empowering me to implement much
of my learning here at Tabor and beyond.

Child Dedications

Junior High Snow Camp

 Book Studies: I am so grateful to have journeyed with many of
you through several book studies over the years, including Everyday
Justice, Jesus for President, Trouble I’ve Seen, The Great Spiritual
Migration, and many more.
 Special Worship Services: I have so many positive and powerful
memories from journeying with couples through pre-marriage
counseling and celebrating their weddings, journeying with families
through the grief of losing a loved one and reminiscing together
at memorial services, and participating in other special worship
services, including dedicating the new building, communion,
anointing, and child dedications. I am so grateful to have dedicated
my two sons here at Tabor, and I know that their faith journey is off
to a good start.
I guess that is a “Top 10” list of gratitudes from my years of ministry
at Tabor, but the reality is that each one includes many different
memories and stories, and the more I write, the more memories come
to my mind. While I can’t write about everything, I can truly say
once again that I am grateful for God’s presence and guidance with
me and with the Tabor Church Family over these past 8+ years.
I wish you all well as you journey onward into God’s purposes for
your lives, both as individuals and as a community.
~Peace, Pastor Phil

Revelation

Climbing the Mountain

Katherine’s Candor
February 17 begins the season of Lent,
a time of repentance and prayer, a time
of deepening our relationship with God,
and a time of seeking to more fully
follow Christ in our lives. Our worship
series comes from The Leader, an
Anabaptist resource for pastors and
church leaders. The series is entitled,
“Deep Calls to Deep” (Psalm 42:7),
which the worship writers began to
prayerfully craft when the whole world
began to go on lock-down because of the
global pandemic. This is what they write
as an introduction to the series:
“Suddenly the wilderness of Lent was all too real, as we were
stripped of our usual resources, surroundings, activities, and circles
of relationship. …
Our team dove into the Scriptures for this season and found within
them stories, songs, and promises that called us to identify what is
essential, what really matters, who we are at our core, and what God
asks (and doesn’t ask) of us. In the Scriptures and the traditions of
Lent, we saw a scrubbing away of the excess to get to the core of our
Christian journeys and of ourselves. …
The call to go deeper can be frightening or overwhelming when we
feel we are not ready and do not know what we will find. We keep
much of our pain in our depths. But the theme arose as we experienced
God calling out from a deeper place than the areas we usually think
we can plan and control. And God’s call echoes in a deep place within
us as well, a place where the words of love spoken to Jesus at his
baptism dwell: ‘You are my Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
Live deeply into this throughout Lent.”
~Grace and Peace, Pastor Katherine

Seeing the
Cross from a
Different View

Camille gives the sanctuary cross a thorough cleaning when the Trustees
took on the task of removing the cross so that new lighting could be installed.

With the arrival of the new hymnal,
Voices Together, we now have the
opportunity to sing a new song! But
how can we sing? What shall be our
song? And do we feel like singing in
these heavy times? I do not consider
myself to be one who has a singing
voice. Still, I do sing. Every day. I sing,
or hum, or whistle a tune when at home
or when (alone) at work. Often I sing
the old hymns I have grown to love,
but other times they are new songs.
The songs keep me grounded and
focused on Jesus even, and especially,
during these heavy times. I look forward
to seeing what this new hymnal has to
offer us, both old and new. I found the
article below a meaningful reflection on
our new hymnal.
Keep a song in your heart.

--Kim

Expanding the musical language
of prayer1
I believe that music is a form of prayer.
Through music we voice our deepest
emotions. Music often touches us more
deeply than words, or helps the words
to touch us more deeply than they would
in spoken form. It lifts up our prayers
and brings God close to us. …
So then, ... what shall we sing? One
simple answer to that question is that
we should sing a great variety of songs.
No one song, or type of song, sums up
all our prayer. No one song serves every
occasion. No one song touches all
persons equally. No one song sums
up all of who God is. ...
Our prayer is that greater musical variety
will bring a fresh vitality to our worship.
By expanding our musical language in
worship we hope to facilitate a greater
range of the ways God is known to us,
bringing gifts such as joy, peace, challenge,
comfort and strength, and broaden our
ability to express our praise, longing
and lament to God. And it calls us to
open ourselves to someone else’s
experience and offer each other the
hospitality of singing each other’s songs.
--Cynthia Neufeld Smith
1

Expanding the musical language of prayer
mennoniteusa.org; mennosnapshots
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Bulletin announcements are due 8am Thursday mornings.

3pm
Jr Hi Fellowship

1 - LeRoy Goertzen
Justin Graber
2 - Stan Schmidt
Dora Unruh
3 - Roman Chiappetti
4 - Leah Unruh
6 - Richard Voth
9 - Jerry Voth
10 - Vatiken Unruh
13 - Erica Stoltzfus
14 - Dwight Schmidt
16 - Rodney Franz
17 - Katherine Goerzen
Isabelle Alderfer
18 - Kristin Schmidt
Sharon Unruh
Aubrielle Francis
Lydia Nickel
19 - Kevin Nickel

20 - Jessica Wulf
Adriana Duerksen
21 - Barb Abrahams
David Wedel
22 - Van Schmidt
23 - Tara Duerksen
Nancy Ediger
Tara Cooprider
Jerry Graber
Carol Schroeder
Laura Goerzen
24 - Lynette Johnston
Nash Pugh
25 - Jenny Goertzen
Emma Cooprider
26 - Dora Goerzen
28 - Marcene Entz
Stanley Ediger
Kindra Goertzen
Brody Schmidt

Fred & Brenda Schmidt
Richard & Sharon Schroeder
Patty Wiens & Tim Bechtle
Elmer & Lynne Voth

February 3,
February 21,
February 23,
February 26,

Leading Worship during a pandemic.

48 yrs.
51 yrs.
39 yrs.
44 yrs.

