
A Letter in the Style of Philippians 
 

July 2021 
 

Inspired by our series on Philippians, Russell Adrian’s  
“email from Paul” during worship on June 20,  
and my sermon’s challenge to write a letter to  
someone speaking about what brings you joy,  
my newsletter offering this month is a letter  
in the style of Philippians: 
 

Pastor Katherine, a servant of Christ Jesus, 
 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are a part of Tabor Mennonite Church,  
 

Grace to you, and peace, from God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

I thank God for every one of you, as well as for the opportunity to serve 
alongside you as we join in God’s hospitality, healing, and hope. As we 
anticipate the next chapter in the life of our congregation, I pray that  
the Holy Spirit will continue to strengthen our faith, to embolden our 
witness to the grace and justice of God’s Kingdom, and to draw us 
deeper into our relationship with God, with one another, and with the 
world that God so loves.  
  

I recognize that there have been many difficult and painful things about 
the past year and a half, and that there have been significant losses 
which are still affecting our life together. Yet, I am confident that God 
continues to work for good in our midst. I see this in the tremendous joy 
of the children who attended Vacation Bible School. I see this in the 
conversations and fellowship taking place with people in our church.  
I see this in our worship, in Bible and book studies, and in faith  
formation. I see this in care offered, meals shared, and support given  
in times of loss and grief.  
  

I am also convinced that God is at work in this time of transition, and  
I pray that God’s Spirit will continue to grant us wisdom as we look 
ahead. How might God be calling us to deeper faithfulness? What might 
we learn about one another, about our faith journeys, and about what is 
important to us? What is God doing in and through the life of Tabor? 
May we seek these answers together through prayer, through conversation, 
and through watching for the ways that God is being revealed among us.  
  

I continue to find joy in my relationship with each of you.  
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  
 

                ~Pastor Katherine 
 

Sunday Worship Themes  
 
July 4 - Joy Empties: Philippians 
 MCC Reporting 
 Philippians 2:1-11  
 Pastor Katherine Preaching 
  

July 11 - Reconciliation 
  Sunday after Convention 
 Micah 6:6-8 
 Carol Duerksen and 
  Maynard Knepp preaching 
 

July 18 - Joy Shines: Philippians 
 Membership Sunday  
 Philippians 2:12-30   
 Pastor Katherine Preaching 
 

July 25 - Joy Subverts: Philippians  
 Philippians 3  
 Pastor Luke Preaching 
 

 

 

 



 

A Travelers Reflections 
 

Greetings Tabor! 
 

Last month I travelled to San Francisco to visit a friend who is doing MVS 
there through Mennonite Mission Network. This was a wonderful trip that 
was refreshing with excellent sights and experiences. The city was alive 
and booming with culture and pizzazz. One aspect that I particularly enjoyed 
was that we were able to avoid most of the “touristy” things since we were 
staying with a local. We spent some time in Golden Gate Park, which is 
over 1.5 square miles, full of greenery and museums. We walked Land’s 
End, which is a trail that borders the Pacific with excellent views. One of 
my favorite parts was heading to Twin Peaks which looks over the entire 
city. We had clear views of the bay, the Golden Gate and Bay Bridge,    
Alcatraz, the towering downtown buildings, as well as the mountains and 
hills on the other side of the bay. It was jaw dropping to see that, within this 
large city, we were able to travel to a place with such an excellent view.  
 

One of the things that I won’t forget is the love that the city expresses. 
There were a lot of positive vibes emanating from all parts of the city. We 
were able to have a conversation with a lady we met who was sitting outside of 
the Opera Hall. We ended up having a conversation for about an hour with 
her about the opera and singing in general. It was wonderful to chat with 
her. I saw God in the passion that she had for the arts and her willingness to 
chat with two strangers.  
 

I experienced a lot of love during my trip, from friends and strangers, to 
creation and the excellent cuisine. I encourage everyone to think about and 
pray for at least 10 people that you love this month. It is an excellent exercise 
that should be practiced often, as we are to love one another as we love 
ourselves. I also encourage you to reach out to these people to remind them 
that you love and care for them. Receiving encouragement from others can 
do a lot to boost their spirit. In a world of hurt and loss, sometimes the best 
we can do is to show love.  
 

       Blessings to you all this month! Pastor Luke 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MDS Opportunity! 
 

Kansas MDS Unit Learning and Service 
trip in McAllen, Texas is coming the first 
week of November, 2021 and the last 
week of February, 2022. Now is the 
time to make plans to take part in this 
opportunity!  
 

Details will be coming later in July.  

Tabor Vacation Bible School 2021 



      
     Mennonite Church USA Convention 

 

     July 6-10, 2021 
 

     Cincinnati, Ohio 
 

 
The Mennonite Church USA convention is a biennial gathering of thousands from 
Mennonite Church USA. The purpose of convention is to gather Mennonite 
Church USA for community, worship and faith formation. 
 

Convention has something for everyone from infants to retirees. Many families make 
convention part of their summer vacation. Basic child care is provided for infants 
and toddlers. Children will experience age-appropriate learning and activities. 
Jr youth and youth will be encouraged and challenged in their faith walk. 
Adults will be inspired and equipped to carry out ministry in their local context. 
 

Convention is an excellent chance to immerse youth in a week of faith formation  
to both enrich and strengthen their faith. Studies show that youth get less faith 
formation at home than in the past. Many youth point to convention as a       
cornerstone in their faith development. Over the years, youth have offered  
feedback that they were challenges or nurtured by something a speaker said during 
worship or a seminar. Many say that convention brings them to a realization 
that they are part of a much larger body of believers and learn from each other. 
 

Convention provides an opportunity to fellowship with new and old friends 
from across the denomination. Worship will inspire and enrich each person’s 
faith journey. Seminars provide equipping on a variety of topics. The exhibit 
hall showcases the ministries of Mennonite Church USA program agencies as 
well as other ministry organizations. 
 

For more information see: https://convention.mennoniteusa.org/ 
 

           2021 WDC  
           Annual Assembly 

 

           Woven into God’s Story 
 
 

The WDC Annual Assembly will be held July 30-August 1. This will be a “hybrid” 
event – some parts will be only virtual, other parts will be only on-site, and much of 
it will be hybrid with people on-site and virtual sharing together. The on-site 
parts will be held at Faith Mennonite Church, 2100 North Anderson, Newton, KS. 
 

The Assembly theme will be “Woven Into God’s Story” using Scripture themes 
from Colossians 2:2-7. Michele Hershberger, Bible and Ministry Professor, 
Hesston College, will be our keynote speaker and storyteller. We look forward 
to other storytellers throughout the weekend, as well. 
 

Schedule for the Weekend  
Friday, July 30 
7:00 pm – Worship (On-site or Livestream) 
 

Saturday, July 31 
7:45 am Morning Prayer (Online only) 
8:30 – 10:30 am – Delegate Session (Zoom only) 
11:00 am – 4:30 pm – Seminars (On-site and online options) 
12:00 – 1:30 pm – Lunch 
4:30 – 5:00 pm – Free Time  
5:00 pm – Food trucks, Love Feast worship around supper tables 
7:00 – 8:00 pm – Storytelling Festival (On-site or Livestream) 
 

Sunday, August 1 
10:30 am – Worship (On-site or Livestream) 
 

For complete details see: https://mennowdc.org/2021-wdc-annual-assembly/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mennonite World Conference Assemblies 
are reunions of the Anabaptist-Mennonite 
family worldwide that take place every 
six years.  
 

The theme for the Assembly 17 is  
Following Jesus together across barriers. 
It will be held in Indonesia July 5-10, 
2022 and will be a hybrid event, meaning 
that we will meet in Indonesia, but    
participants can also join online.  
 

For the Mennonite World Conference 
Assembly 2022 there will be workshops 
and seminars that challenge, inspire 
and unite the church as a global peace 
church for mission and faithful witness, 
strengthen skills and practices for ministry 
and witness and provide teaching and 
discussion on selected themes. 
 

Some on-the-ground workshops will be 
streamed online. Some online workshops 
will be shown on-the-ground in Indonesia. 
Some online workshops will be for 
online participants. We are looking for 
topics and workshop leaders that reflect 
the cultural and linguistic diversity of our 
global communion and are interactive, 
dynamic, and interesting to a broader 
audience. 
  

For more information visit: 
https://mwc-cmm.org/assembly 
 

Information in article from above website. 

 
Mennonite World Conference Prayers 
 

We pray for healthy development of 
congregations, renewal where faith or 
togetherness has become encrusted, 
and good handling of conflicts where 
disputes have taken place. 
 

Differences regarding COVID-19   
compliance have caused disagreement 
between church members. Pray that  
the leaders of the church have wisdom 
to act wisely so the unity can be saved. 
 

COVID-19 and the missed opportunities 
to meet in presence are changing   
congregations. Pray with us, that    
congregations will emerge stronger 
from these times. 

https://mwc-cmm.org/node/3932


Tabs: 

Andrew & Lavonne Hermstein July 12,  18 yrs. 
James & Karen Unruh July 14,  37 yrs. 
David & April Johnson July 14,  14 yrs. 
Rene & Kristin Kaufman July 14,  3 yrs. 
Josh and Mattison Booth July 14,  3 yrs. 
Richard Drake & Kathy Schroeder July 15,  44 yrs. 
Jim & Diana Schmidt July 16,  44 yrs. 
Cory & Keri Unruh July 16,  10 yrs. 
Russell & Camille Adrian July 19,  13 yrs. 
John & Ruth Peters July 20,  19 yrs. 
Les & Cynthia Goerzen July 21,  47 yrs. 
Nathan & Krista Graber July 21,  14 yrs. 
Darrell & Venita Schroeder July 24,  45 yrs. 
Lewis & Carrie Unruh July 26,  41 yrs. 
Anthony & Kara Swartzendruber July 26,  18 yrs. 
JJ & Megan Voth July 26,  7 yrs. 
Dana & Bonnie Gleason July 27,  52 yrs.

   1 - Jo-Ann Schmidt 
 Brad Hiebert 
  2 - Sarah Booth  
 Isaac Swartzendruber 
  4 - Brenda (Van) Schmidt 
  6 - Joyce Watts  
 Dawson Schroeder  
  8 - Harlin Unruh 
  9 - Oliver Goerzen 
 Trey Gaddis 
10 - Martha Goerzen 
 Logan Unrau 
12 - David Brandt 
13 - Warren Schmidt 
15 - Doris Unruh  
 Mark Smith 

17 - Jose Suastegui 
18 - Russ Duerksen 
 Stephan Nickel 
19 - Joyce Booth 
23 - Paul Goerzen 
24 - Lindsey Buller 
 Mattison Booth 
25 - Peter Graber 
 David Unruh 
26 - John Sperry  
 Caralee Schmidt 
28 - Thurman Entz 
 Jodi Unruh  
 Luke Unruh 
30 - Jerry Toews 
 

    1 2 3 
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9:30am Worship       

10:45am FF   

 

 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

  
     

9:30am 
Worship       

10:45am FF   

 

Noon 
Fundraiser Meal 

Dawson Duerksen 
Service Adventure 

 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study 

 
9am  

Staff Mtg 
 

 
 

              Newsletter  
      Items Due 

 

8pm 
Worship Council 

  
 
 

 
 

9:30am Worship       

10:45am FF   

 

 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study 

 
9am  

Staff Mtg 
 

7:30pm 
Deacon Meeting 

 

 

    
 
 

 

 
 

9:30am Worship       

10:45am FF   

 
 

7pm 
Men’s Bible Study 

 
 
 
 

 
9am  

Staff Mtg 
 
 

 

     
 
 

Tabor Church Calendar 

Bulletin announcements are due 8am Thursday mornings. 

Kansas Mennonite Relief Sale 

MC USA Convention in Cincinnati, OH 

WDC Annual Assembly 
Through Aug. 1 


