
A Week Away 
 

I enjoy long drives, mainly because it gives me a chance to listen to music and 
podcasts that I haven’t had the chance to listen to.  I also enjoy seeing the 
countryside: rolling hills, curving streams that give life to nearby plants, and 
little towns tucked away along the highway. Recently I made one of these 
drives to Elkhart, IN to study for a week at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary. I was a little nervous about the 11 hour drive, but when I took it one 
leg at a time, it wasn’t so bad. I passed over the Mississippi River at Hannibal, 
MO, which I always enjoy. It is such a majestic and wide river that is necessary 
for a lot of industry and wildlife going all the way into Minnesota. 
  

I pulled into AMBS around 2:30 Monday morning. I was nervous about sharing a 
room with someone, especially when their first impression of me would be my 
awful snoring. Plus, I did not want to wake him, so I ended up sleeping a few 
hours in my car and “toured” the city when I woke up (until I found some coffee). 
I met with my advisor and then we began our week. It was an excellent experience 
with a lot of time to mingle, learn, listen, and hang out. I met people who had 
very diverse backgrounds: I was one of the youngest at 23, and the oldest was 
64, a man who had been preaching in the Mennonite church for 20+ years and 
is deciding to come back to get his MDiv. About ⅓ of our class was born outside 
of the US and were bilingual (or quintilingual!), which brings an excellent  
approach to some of the discussions that we had throughout the week. It was 
nice to be able to meet the people behind the emails that I had been receiving 
for the past 4 months. AMBS is a small but strong and passionate community 
that is grounded in the love of God. 
  

I had the opportunity to hang out with some wonderful pastors from all over 
North America. One man was born in Nigeria and immigrated to the US 
around 30 years ago to pursue pastoring here in the US, where he is now 
preaching in Los Angeles. Another was born in Belize and immigrated to  
New York 30+ years ago with the same goal in mind. Another man was born 
in Thailand and immigrated to Kitchener, Ontario where he has been a pastor 
for 15 years. And finally, one was born in Philadelphia and has been pastoring 
in a small church in rural Pennsylvania for 5 years. We made a tight bond over 
the week and were able to express our different faith backgrounds and experiences 
with one another and see how they morphed together. The Spirit was present 
during much of our time together! 
 

On my drive home, my time was again filled with much music and podcasts, 
but I also had time to reflect upon my week. I was happy and grateful for the 
experiences that I had and for the God-loving people I met. I was sad to leave 
such a wonderful community, but was then energized as I remembered that I 
was coming back to another wonderful community here at Tabor. I am excited 
to start this journey of seminary while here at Tabor. I thank you all for your 
support during these classes that I will be taking. I am grateful that I will be 
able to study and pastor at the same time, especially here at Tabor where I 
have much support. Thanks be to God for this opportunity I have to continue 
studying and for the encouragement that this congregation shows to me.  
 

                  ~Grace and Peace, and blessings to you all this month, Pastor Luke 

Sunday Worship Themes  
 

Sept. 5 - On Tabor’s Heights: 
 Offering Our Gifts 
 Nehemiah 2:17-18, 3:1-12 
 Isaiah 41:6-10 
 Pastor Luke Preaching 
  

Sept. 12 - On Tabor’s Heights: 
 The House of God 
 Ezra 6:7, 15-22; Isaiah 58 
 Pastor Katherine Preaching 
 

Sept. 19 - Creation Speaks 
 Church Retreat/Camp Mennoscah 
 Creation Psalms 
 Pastors Katherine & Luke Preaching  
 

Sept. 26 - Mission Sunday:  
 Mission Partners Joseph and 
 Rachel Givens    
 Plans Pending 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Table Talk Conversations 
 

Hello Tabor Church Family, 
 

I am so grateful for the time we have spent around tables this summer, both 
looking back as well as looking ahead. I have heard very meaningful faith 
testimonies; I have heard how people felt supported when a spouse or family 
member was ill; I have heard the impact that pastors and other people within 
the congregation have had in nurturing peoples’ faith journeys. I am grateful 
for all that was shared, and I am hopeful that we will continue to share with 
one another – whether in faith formation, or in the foyer, or over a meal, or 
in other opportunities that may arise.  
 

Here are a few of the things that I have taken away from these conversations: 

 Community is vital to who we are. It is the relationships with one another 
that have nurtured faith journeys, have gotten us through difficult times, 
and have helped us to feel as though we belong and are appreciated. One of 
the key ways we experience God’s love is through the compassion of God’s 
people. Going forward, how can we continue to strengthen our relationships 
with one another? 

 Peace and Service are important to who we are. There are many ways 
that Tabor has sought to meet the needs in the community and the world 
around us, from H. B. Schmidt counseling C.O.s, to involvement with the 
MCC Sale, to the Food Pantry (alongside many others). We seek to join in 
the good work that God is doing in the world. How can Tabor discern and 
continue to meet the needs that are present in our community and to join in 
God’s mission? 

 We value our traditions, and there is also an openness to new things.    
I saw this multiple times in the comments from the third discussion. We 
value our past and hold many of our traditions dear; we are also open to 
new ideas and to try different things to better follow the Spirit’s leading.   
In fact, our willingness to try new things is one of the things for which    
Tabor is known. What traditions are important to hold on to? What things 
have been an important part of our life together that may have run their 
course? What new things might God be doing in our midst? 

 We recognize our diversity, and we recognize what holds us together. 
We know that within our congregation there are a wide variety of experiences, 
theological perspectives, and political viewpoints. Rather than being threatened 
by this, one of Tabor’s strengths from the beginning has been to continue to 
worship and serve together because we all believe in Jesus Christ and want 
to join in God’s mission together even when we 
don’t agree on everything. So much of this has 
to do with the first observation: our congregation 
values community and relationships with one 
another. We enjoy conversations and talking 
with one another. We are quick to offer support 
and prayer. We care for one another. What 
holds us together is much stronger than which 
the broader society believes should keep us apart. How is our diversity a 
strength? How might God be using this to draw us into deeper faithfulness? 
 

I continue to feel blessed to be a part of this wonderful congregation. 
Thank you for all the ways that you live into this identity as together we 
seek to offer God’s hospitality, healing, and hope to one another and to 
those around us.  
                    ~Pastor Katherine 
 

Progress on  
Basement Remodel 

… our congregation values 
community and relationships 
with one another. … What 
holds us together is much 
stronger than which the 
broader society believes 
should keep us apart. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet the Givens Family!  

 

Plans are being made to host Joseph 
and Rachel Givens, Tabor’s Mission 
Partners, on September 26. They hope 
to begin their term of service at the     
Maria Skobtsova House in Calais, 
France at the end of 2021. Watch for 
details of their visit, and plan to join 
in supporting this ministry. 



Remembering Our Loved Ones Who Have Died 
 

Wilma Voth Schmidt was born August 20, 1929,  
to David F. and Mary Flaming Voth, the second of  
six children raised on their farm. Wilma and her  
siblings walked to Heimbaugh country school, and 
roomed with a family in Goessel to attend high school  
since they did not have a car. After graduation,  
Wilma lived with a family in Newton to provide  
childcare, then worked at Mennonite Press.  
 

Wilma’s life changed after receiving a letter from  
Alvin T. Schmidt of rural Walton, asking her for a  
date to the state fair. Wilma married Alvin on  
December 20, 1952, at Tabor Mennonite Church.  
They celebrated 66 years of marriage on Dec. 20, 2018.  
Together they raised four children on a dairy farm. Wilma recalls those busy 
years as good times: milking cows, feeding calves, hauling wheat, gardening, 
canning green beans and peaches, cooking and baking, sewing clothes, and  
driving kids to summer baseball, swimming lessons and 4-H.  
 

Wilma was baptized upon her confession of faith on June 9, 1946 by Rev. H. B. 
Schmidt and became a life-long member of Tabor Mennonite Church. She taught 
children’s Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, served on Willing Helpers 
Sewing Circle, Flower Committee, and Peace and Social Concerns Committee, 
and formed lasting relationships as a youth mentor. The small group Wilma and 
Alvin participated in for many years brought much laughter and lasting bonds of 
friendship. Wilma lived her faith, radiating love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, 
kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. She read morning devotions 
out loud and prayed daily for each family member by name.   
 

Wilma remembers sitting on her Dad’s lap as a young child while he drew a 
picture for her – perhaps this inspired her future artistry, whether in baking, sewing, 
growing and arranging flowers, painting, piecing quilts, or making fabric art 
with nature themes. When her children were all in school, Wilma took an oil 
painting class. She studied painting books while kneading bread dough, and 
took a ceramics class and a flower arranging class. When the MCC cutting 
room inventory was for sale, Alvin said, Buy it! They did, together with another 
couple, and became co-owners of The Quilt Shop in North Newton, where Wilma 
loved helping customers with their projects. She designed and sold original 
patterns as Rose Brier Creations, and shared her creativity in Emma Creek 
Quilt Guild. Wilma’s Kansas Flint Hills wall hanging was selected for display 
in the new Mennonite Church USA office in Elkhart, Indiana. She always had to 
have at least one creative project going, making quilts and wall hangings for 
gifts, friends, and the MCC sale. 
 

In later years, Wilma enjoyed travel with Alvin, sorting fabric at Et Cetera Shop, 
Red Hat Ladies get-togethers, Tuesday morning coffee at the Whistle Stop, and 
monthly visits with her sisters. She liked to wear purple and eat dark chocolate. 
And she loved keeping in touch with her children, grandchildren, family, and 
friends through visits, phone calls, and letters.   
 

Moving to Kidron Bethel Village led to the opportunity to create fabric illustrations 
for Circle of the Seasons, and an invitation to design a Passage Quilt for gatherings 
at bedside following the death of a loved one. Wilma chose irises to show growth 
during life, and butterflies for release of spirit at the time of death. This quilt 
has brought blessings to many.   
 

Thanks be to God for the gifts of Wilma’s kind and gentle spirit.     
 
 

Note: At this time we are again offering this newsletter column with life sketches of  Tabor 
family who have died. This past year, when services were delayed, those who passed away 
between September 2020 and May 2021 were celebrated during a Service of Remembrance on 
May 30, and a booklet with life sketches was published at that time. Booklets are available in 
the literature rack in the foyer. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation Speaks 
 

Tabor Church Campout  
at Camp Mennoscah 

 
September 18-19 

 

Arrive anytime after 2pm 
  

Informal Activities 
Outdoor Games 

Fishing 
Hayrack Ride 

Campfire 
Popcorn  

Table Games 
Conversation  

Sunday Worship 
Meals 

 
Pastors Luke and Katherine will 

lead worship throughout the 
weekend. 

 
For complete details,  

see the flyer found in mailboxes 
on August 22. 

 
 
 



Tabs: 

   1 2 3 4 
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5:30-6pm 
Faithful Fitness 

 

7pm 
Deacon Meeting 

  
 

 

 
9:30am  

Worship       

10:45am FF   

 

 

 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study 

  
9am  

Staff Mtg 

 

7:30pm 
Church Council 

 
  5:30-6pm 

Faithful Fitness 

    
 

Women’s Retreat 
at  

Camp Mennoscah 

 
9:30am  

Worship       

10:45am FF 
 

Women’s Retreat 
@ Mennoscah 

 

 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study 

 
9am  

Staff Mtg 
 

 
  5:30-6pm 

Faithful Fitness 

 

 
  

 
 

Church Retreat at 
Camp Mennoscah 

 
 

Church Retreat at 
Camp Mennoscah 

 

No service at  
Tabor Church 

 
7pm 

Men’s Bible Study 

 
9am  

Staff Mtg 
 

7pm 
Deacon Meeting 

 

 

 
  5:30-6pm 

Faithful Fitness 
 

7pm 
Christian Ed 

  

              Newsletter  
      Items Due 

 
 
 

 
 

Reece Hiebert/ 
Cayla Lawless 

Wedding 

    Mission  
   Sunday 

9:30am Worship       

10:45am FF  
  

1:30pm Harvest 
Giving Walk  

 

 
 

7pm 
Men’s Bible Study 

 
 
 
 

 

9am  
Staff Mtg 

 

  
 
 

 

 
  5:30-6pm 

Faithful Fitness 

    
 
 

Ron & Susan Goerzen Sept.   4, 39 yrs. 
Keith & Barb Banman Sept.   5, 52 yrs. 
John & Elaine Unruh Sept.   5,  34 yrs. 
Todd & Dawn Lafferty Sept.   5, 10 yrs. 
Larry & Brenda Buller Sept.   7,  53 yrs. 
Stan & Carolyn Schmidt Sept.   7,  58 yrs. 
LeRoy & Phyllis Goertzen Sept.   9,  66 yrs. 
Phil & Sarahanne Unruh Sept. 10,  16 yrs. 
Ben & Alexis Schmidt Sept. 10,  10 yrs. 
Donavon & Deloris Schmidt Sept. 14,  65 yrs. 
LaVern & Dorothy Unruh Sept. 20,  58 yrs.  
Rollin & Brenda Schmidt Sept. 22,  31 yrs. 
Stan & Geneva Goertzen Sept. 23,  48 yrs. 
Gary & Angie Duerksen Sept. 26,  34 yrs. 
Lee & DeVon Hiebert Sept. 29,  31 yrs. 
Jon & Shelley Buller Sept. 30,  42 yrs. 
Jose & Violeta Suastegui Sept. 30,   4 yrs. 

  1 - Cleo Koop 
  2 - Jeremy Newhouse 
  6 - Cindy Gaddis 
 Anna (Yoder) Unruh 
  7 - John Goerzen 
12 - Gracie Newhouse 
 Dustyn Gagnon 
 Nancy Funk 
14 - Violeta Ajquejay Suastegui   
       John Koehn   
15 - Peter Goerzen 
16 - Bonnie Janzen 
 Simeon Abrahams 
17 - Anthony Swartzendruber 
18 - Larry Goerzen 
19 - Ann Sperry  
 Russell Adrian 

20 - Bill Voth  
 Elton Nickel  
 Mary Jane Janzen  
       Ron Dirksen  
 Madison Gaddis  
21 - Elaine Unruh  
 Cory Unruh 
23 - Dylan Buller  
 Jared Unrau 
24 - Jason Unruh 
25 - Emily Newhouse
 Audessi Unruh 
 Jacob Goerzen 
27 - Hayden Goerzen 
28 - Adam Wulf 
30 - Zachariah Duerksen 
 Aleyx Friesen 

Tabor Church Calendar 

Bulletin announcements are due 8am Thursday mornings. 

 


