For food
in a world where many walk in hunger;
For faith
in a world where many walk in fear;
For friends
in a world where many walk alone;
We give you thanks, O Lord.

Advent Worship Series:

Dare to Imagine
The first Sunday of Advent will fall at the end of this month.
The season of Advent is a time of waiting and preparation,
longing and hope. We earnestly long for Jesus’ presence and
healing to be made known throughout creation. We wait
expectantly for God to come in power to set things right and
make all things new.

-author unknown

Sunday Worship Themes

Our worship series for Advent comes from the Leader magazine
worship resources, which is entitled “Dare to Imagine.”
Here is what the worship planners shared about this theme:

Nov. 7 - Stewardship Sunday
Luke 19:1-10
Mitchell Stutzman, Stewardship
Consultant with Everence Preaching
Nov. 14 - Mission and MDS Sunday
Scripture: TBD
Kevin King, Executive Director
of MDS Preaching
Nov. 21 - Thanksgiving Sunday
Psalms of Thanksgiving
Pastors Katherine & Luke Preaching
Nov. 28 - First Sunday of Advent
Jeremiah 33:14-16;
Luke 21:25-36
Pastor Luke Preaching

Dwelling in the space between the Scripture texts and our 2021
context made us long for renewed imagination in our lives and the
life of the church. So much has been put on hold or turned upside
down that we need to listen and respond to God’s presence with new
ears and renewed hearts and minds. As we begin a new church year,
let’s dare to imagine our path forward with God toward God’s good
dream for our world.
Rooted in our lives of faith and our trust in the Spirit, and arising
from our engagement with the Scripture texts, this worship series
dares all of us to speak aloud our laments, confessions, and hopes
for the coming days; to look for a new language to express our
faithfulness; to engage and honor the imagination of our children;
to offer worship and reflections that call us beyond our comfort zones;
and to sing both familiar and new carols and melodies to loudly sing
our praise to God.1
May the Spirit of the living God inspire our minds to imagine so that
we may experience the goodness of our God who is breaking into the
world in new and unexpected ways. Amen.
~Grace and peace, Pastor Katherine
1

Leader Worship Resources, Advent 2021, by Kathy Giesbrecht, slightly adapted.

Our Holy Day
The Sabbath. A day that has held the utmost importance, which for
many has lost its weight in recent history. A day for rest, as God our
creator did in Genesis. This was (and still is) one of the greatest and
most important commandments for Jews, which is becoming harder
and harder to adhere to within a society that values productivity. Of
course, the Sabbath takes on a different meaning for Christians, but
still is a principle concept within our belief systems.

Tabor
Mennonite Men
Chicken BBQ
Thursday, November 4
The meal will drive by pick up 5-7 pm.
Your generous donations will go to
support Bethesda Home and
Tabor Mission Partners
Joseph & Rachel Givens

People who practice the Jewish faith observe the Sabbath on Saturday
(the 7th day), but the majority of Christians observe the Sabbath on
Sunday. This is most likely due to Jesus’ resurrection happening on a
Sunday, therefore making that our holy day, or Sabbath. The Sabbath
was written into existence through creation, as God rested on the 7th
day, completing the creation narrative. Sabbath holds a different
meaning for different people. For example, in John 5:16-17, Jesus
responds to the Jewish leaders who were persecuting him for his
work on the Sabbath with, “My father is still working, and I also am
working.” Some people have professions that require them to work
on the Sabbath, such as those in the medical field, public service, or
food service. However, it is still important for those individuals who
work on those days to find a different day of the week where they
can rest and turn closer to God.
While the Sabbath looks different today than it did at the giving of
the Ten Commandments, it still has a place in our faith. Rest from our
busy weeks is essential for our health, especially mental and spiritual.
What gives you energy? How can you recuperate after a long week?
For me, I enjoy relaxing in the basement, a lot of times with a football
game on the TV. I also spend time with my family, which brings me
energy. God works in mysterious ways and is visible in many different
parts of life. For your Sabbath days in November, I challenge you all
to be cognizant of what practices you are doing. How does it give
you rest? Does it renew you? Does it turn your mind to God?
Be with us, God, and let us remember the day in which you gave us.

Tabor Mennonite Church
is now on

Blessings as you enjoy this fall weather.
~ Pastor Luke

Use the link
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/48-0877687
or search for “Tabor Mennonite Church” at
smile.amazon.com
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible AmazonSmile purchases. Same as
Amazon with the added benefit of being able
to support a charity of your choice. Support
Tabor by shopping at smile.amazon.com.

A Service of Prayer ~ October 17, 2021

The Christmas Giving Tree

Jesus’ love was the greatest gift that
God has ever given to humanity. That
love continues to inspire us to gift each
other with God’s grace and love. The
Goessel Ministerial Alliance and the
Crossroads Credit Union are sponsoring
a “Christmas Giving Tree” to do just
that. This tree endeavors to help with
some of the expenses of Christmas for
those families in need. We invite all
parents who feel they could use a little
help to fill out an application listing their
children by name, age, and some gift
suggestions with clothing sizes. Besides
parents, other people that are aware of
needs for children should also fill out the
application form.

Did You Know?

You can pray with sisters and brothers
from around the globe in real time.
“What a beautiful and rich experience it was to join in this prayer meeting,” says
Kathy Giesbrecht, associate director of leadership ministries, Mennonite Church
Manitoba, Canada. The next event: 19 November 2021, in English, Spanish,
French, Hindi and Indonesian. Click on link below to register.
https://mwc-cmm.org/form/mwc-online-prayer-hour-registration-november-2021

Applications will be available at the
Goessel Elementary and High School
offices, the Goessel City Office, the
Crossroads Credit Union and the
Citizens State Bank. All applications will
need to be turned in by Fri, Nov. 19 to
the Elementary School office or in a
sealed envelope marked “Christmas
Giving Tree” at the Crossroads Credit
Union. Each child’s name turned in will
get 2 tags on the tree with their age, sex
and gift description. The names of the
children will not be on the tag.
The tags will be available on the tree at
the Crossroads Credit Union on Tues,
Nov. 23. All the gifts will need to be
brought back to the Credit Union
by Mon, Dec. 13. The gifts should be
wrapped and the credit union personnel
will assist with the “checking in” process.
The gifts will then be distributed by the
Ministerial Alliance.
It is our goal that everyone has a
blessed and happy Christmas, both the
giver and the receiver. We hope that
each of our congregations may enter
into this ministry opportunity.
If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact the one of the pastors.
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4 - Bonnie Gleason
7 - Brandy Ashley
Wyatt Sommerfeld
8 - Dorothy Unruh
9 - Pete Unruh
10 - Ilona Abrahams
Hannah Adrian
11 - Eleanor Unrau
12 - Jon Buller
Bosten Unruh
13 - Karen Unruh
14 - Bill Unruh

15 - Elijah Adrian
16 - Brent Abrahams
17 - Richard Drake
18 - Levi Funk
Shane Denson
19 - Keith Banman
Mark Voth
Brandon Unruh
Ron Schroeder
28 - Chevy Gagnon
29 - Phyllis Goertzen

Shane & Brittany Denson
Doyle & Nancy Franzen
Bryan Goerzen & Cindy Rambo
Shannon & Carrie Friesen
Kevin & Cindy Jantzen
Loren & Leona Brandt
Van & Brenda Schmidt
Ron & Marnette Hatchett
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