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WORSHIP   
 

PRELUDE Worship Team 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Elizabeth Alderfer 
 

RINGING THE PRAYER BOWL AND LIGHTING THE PEACE LAMP 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                    from Psalm 33   
 

*GATHERING PRAYER  
 

*GATHERING HYMN                 “10,000 Reasons”   No. 111 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE  The Peace of Christ be with you ~ and also with you.  
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS    “I Will Stand in the Congregation” No. 113 SS       
 

CHILDREN’S STORY Pastor Luke Unruh 
 

WORSHIP MUSIC       “Whirlwinds”  -Barbauld/Yoder, The Walking Roots Band   
  Emil Schmidt, Michelle Unruh, Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

SCRIPTURE READING               Psalm 148  Isabelle Alderfer 
  The Word of God for the people of God ~ Thanks be to God! 
 

MEDITATION Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE                “Holy, Holy, Holy”  No. 76  
 

SCRIPTURE READING              Psalm 121 Isabelle Alderfer 
  The Word of God for the people of God ~ Thanks be to God! 
 

MEDITATION Pastor Luke Unruh 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE            “Blessed Be Your Name”  No. 637  
 

CONGREGATIONAL SHARING & PRAYER Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

*SENDING HYMN         “Jesus Has Done So Much For Me”      No. 95 SS 
 

*BENEDICTION Pastor Luke Unruh  
 

*POSTLUDE *Please stand if you are able 

Thanksgiving 
  

On this Sunday before Thanksgiving we 
gather to praise our God, who loves us 
and who is with us through both the joys 
and sorrows of life. “O give thanks to the 
Lord, for God is good! God’s steadfast 
love endures forever!”      ~Psalm 107:1 

Sunday, November 21 
 

Welcome to worship at Tabor Mennonite Church! Come together to worship 
God and experience God’s love. This morning you were greeted by   
Warren and Sheri Schmidt. A special welcome is extended to all visitors. 
 

9:30 am: Worship Service in the Sanctuary. 
YouTube Livestream (also available following the service). 
Link: https://youtu.be/d2pE60HpOyI 
 

Fellowship Time following worship.  
 

10:45 am: Faith Formation.  
The Basic Faith Formation class will now be meeting in the conference 
room with the class that Bonnie Janzen leads. Please join us there. We 
will be studying the quarterly. 
 

2-4 pm: Junior High Event. All 6th, 7th, and 8th graders from the 
Goessel community are invited to a fall afternoon of human foosball,  
outdoor games, and s'mores in the Tabor Church Park. This is the first 
event of the year with more coming in the spring/summer. We look forward 
to seeing you there!  
 

This Week  
 

Mon. Nov. 22, 5:30 pm - Faithful Fitness  
                              7 pm - Men’s Bible Study in the Hospitality Hall. 
 

Tues. Nov. 23, 9 am - Staff meeting.  
 

Wed. Nov. 24 - No Wednesday Evening Programs.  

 

Thurs. Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving Day. Church offices will be closed. 
 

Fri. Nov. 26 - Church offices will be closed. 
 

Next Sunday, November 28 
 

9:30 am: Next Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent. The theme is 
“Dare to Imagine” and our focus will be God’s Goodness. Scripture for 
reflection will be Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36 and Pastor Luke 
will be preaching. 
 

10:45 am: Faith Formation for everyone.  

 

Prayer Requests  
 
 

The following prayer requests were shared on Sunday, November 14.  
 

 Pastor Katherine expressed gratitude for all who came to the      
congregational meeting and for all who give of their time, talents, 
and treasures for the work that God is doing through us here at   
Tabor! Thanks be to God! 

 

Room assignments may be sub-

Adult class: Sermon Response 

Discussion & Fellowship 

gress continues on the renova-

Sept. 17. For urgent 

served in 



 Denise Nickel expressed gratitude for everyone who supported the 
Bethesda Pillars Banquet, which raised over $50,000. Thanks be to God! 

 

 Denise Nickel also requested prayers in regards to the potential vaccine 
mandate for healthcare workers. We lament the ways that the pandemic 
has further fractured the deep political divides in this country. Lord, 
hear our prayers for healing divisions, for healthcare workers across 
this country, and for Bethesda. We pray that they will have enough 
workers to continue their compassionate and important ministry.  

 

Remember to Pray for: 

 

 Braxton Church, as the medical procedures at Boston Children’s 
Hospital have been rescheduled to February 2022. Please continue 
to keep the Church family in your prayers. 

 

 our Pastor Search team as they meet. Lord, hear our prayers for 
listening ears, wisdom, and clarity.  

  

 Western District Conference: Give thanks for God’s faithfulness, 
goodness and generosity, and the many ways that WDC congregations 
share these gifts so that God’s healing and hope flow through us to 
the world.  

 

 Mennonite Mission Network: Liz Breckbill and Erin McWilliams are 
participants in MMN’s Alamosa, CO, Mennonite Voluntary Service unit. 
Pray for them as they extend the ministry of the Anabaptist Fellowship 
of Alamosa, through educating local youth on environmental issues 
in their community and contributing to environmental restoration.  

 

Remember to Praise God for: 

  

 the opportunity to come together to worship and give thanks as we 
celebrate Thanksgiving! 

 
 

Congregational Announcements  
 
Small Group Update: The pastors and deacons would like to update 
Tabor’s small group lists and would like to hear from those of you who 
would like to be in a small group. 
 

1) Are you in a Small Group?  Who is all in your group? 
2) Has your group disbanded? 
3) Are you in a Small Group and would welcome more participants to your 

group? 
4) Would you like to be in a Small Group? 
5) Would you like to see Small Groups reorganized and if so, what are 

your ideas? 
 

Please put your comments in Denise Nickel’s mailbox or email her at 
oreo@mtelco.net. 
 
 

 







Christmas Coffee and Chat: Thursday, December 9 there will be a 
Christmas coffee for anyone who would like to join us. It will be at 10 a.m. in 
the Hospitality Hall. Please bring a small gift if you plan to attend. There is a 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. You can sign up until the Sunday before 
the event, December 5. Come have a time to visit and celebrate this special 
time. Contact Leann Toews (367-8257) if you have questions. 
 
Christmas Brass Concert will take place Sunday December 12 @ 
7:30 pm at the Goessel High School Gymnasium. 
 
Night in the Barn has been a tradition of Tabor Church for many years. 
We would like to continue it this year. As an outdoor activity, we feel it is 
safe to plan to share this Christmas event. Once again, we are inviting 
the congregation to participate as desired. We will need volunteers for 
characters as well as guides. Those who can donate Christmas goodies 
are also appreciated. We are planning for December 18 & 19 at the farm 
of Brandon and Kristi Unruh. Please contact Kristi Unruh by phone/text 
at 345-6867 or email kdunruh97@gmail.com to volunteer.   
 
Attention singers, Kansas Mennonite Men ’s Chorus will be again 
singing this year after not being able to the last two years. If you would like 
to join us please contact Donavon Schmidt and sign up today. We are 
doing a two concert series this year. Our first concert is April 24th at 
Bethel College and our second concert will be May 1st at Bethany College.  
So, please, if you have any interest in singing with us let me know and I 
will get you registered to sing for the 2022 concert season!  
 
Rejoice! The winter issue of the Rejoice! devotional is available for 
you to pick up from the table in the foyer. If you would like to have a 
copy mailed to you, please notify the church office. 
 
Dare to Imagine, Mennonite Church USA's annual Advent at Home 
worship guide, is now available. It follows the worship theme, can be 
printed or read from a device, covers Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, 
is flexible (use all or some of the activities), and is for all ages, children 
through mature adults. Download the free guide here. If you would like a 
paper copy, let Kim know and she can print one for you. 
 

The Christmas Giving Tree: Goessel Ministerial Alliance and the 
Crossroads Credit Union are sponsoring a “Christmas Giving Tree” to 
help families in need. Two tags for each child will be available on the 
tree at the Crossroads Credit Union on Tuesday, November 23. All    
the gifts will need to be brought back to the Credit Union by Monday, 
December 13. The gifts should be wrapped and the credit union         
personnel will assist with the “checking in” process. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact one of the pastors. Fore more   
details, please see the November newsletter. 
 
 

Basement Remodel: Pro-

mailto:kdunruh97@gmail.com
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=c57f02feed&e=b54bf101f8


A National Day of Giving: November 30, 2021 is #GivingTuesday,   
(following #BlackFriday, a National Day of Spending). Representatives 
of the Goessel Community Foundation, Bethesda Home, and Mennonite 
Heritage & Agriculture Museum will available from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 
the Goessel Community Building to accept your year-end donations.  
 

Do you enjoy a cup of coffee? A sign up sheet is on the bulletin board if 
you would be willing to help make coffee on Sunday mornings. Volunteering 
to clean up after Faith Formation is also very much appreciated. 
 
Fiscal Year End: Now is the time to prepare annual reports for the 
2021 fiscal year which ends November 30. Reports will be due in December. 
Thanks you for submitting reports in a timely manner.  
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Dec. 1: Last night of Wednesday Evening Children's Programming 
and Adult Bible Study for 2021 (Please note there will be NO Christmas 
Eve rehearsals on Wednesday evenings) 
Dec. 9: Christmas Coffee and Chat  
Dec. 12: Christmas Brass Concert  
Dec. 18 - 19: Night In The Barn 
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service   
 

Conference Announcements  
 

Mennonite Church USA: 
   

--Are you looking for a meaningful Christmas gift for friends or family? 
Give a gift of peace and inspiration with the “Pause: Play, Breathe, Pray” 
card deck! Developed by Mennonite Church USA Faith Formation leaders, 
each card has a different image on one side and a prayerful pause on 
the other. Learn more here:  
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/pause-play-breathe-pray   
 

--Learn, Pray, Join: Cost of Poverty: In his blog, “Poverty and climate 
injustice,” Doug Kaufman of the Center for Sustainable Climate Solutions 
explains how climate injustice affects people experiencing poverty and 
communities of color disproportionately, which causes further economic 
and ecological problems. Read how churches can help people in these 
vulnerable communities here:  
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/poverty-climate-injustice  
 
Camp Mennoscah: Giving Tuesday is November 30. There aren't any 
gimmicks this year to encourage you to give, just stories. Remember the 
camper who stayed after campfire to talk to counselors about faith and 
life struggles. Think of the awe-filling trips in inner tubes down the river at 
night and the campfires with the starry heavens above. Spend a moment 
with your own memories of Camp Mennoscah. Encourage everyone to 
follow Jesus Christ by supporting the faith formation ministry of Camp 
Mennoscah here. Checks can be sent to Camp Mennoscah, PO Box 65, 
Murdock, KS 67111. 

Kansas MDS Unit sponsor-
ing two Learning and Ser-
vice Trips to 

Marion County Core Commu-
nities 

in North Newton currently has 

Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp: 
 

--Snow Camps are back for 2022! Jr. High (Jan. 21-23) & Sr. High 
(Feb. 18-20) The time has come to enjoy the beauty and chill of RMMC 
in the winter once again. Come play in the snow and on the ice and then 
be ready to come inside for good food, fellowship and worship together. 
For Jr. High, Sarah Neher will be sharing on the theme "Filling Your 
Toolbox" of spiritual practices. Guidelines similar to the summer camping 
programs will be in place for safety in gathering together. Visit the camp 
web page (www.rmmc.org) for additional details and to sign-up that 
you're headed to the Colorado Rockies to start the new year!  
 

Hesston College:  
 

--The Peacing It Together Foundation and the Wichita Global Faith In Action 
Organization invites you to the I Go On Singing Show featuring Anthony 
Brown on Sunday Nov. 21 at 3 p.m. This event will take place at   
the Iasis Christian Center, 1914 E. 11th St. North, an African American 
congregation in the Wichita community. Anthony Brown, internationally 
acclaimed baritone singer, will present an original tribute to Paul Robeson,  
a towering figure in 20th century American History. 
 

--Music and Theatre Present: Home For Christmas, Hesston Mennonite 
Church, Dec. 4, 7 pm. You are invited to a theatre and music performance 
that explores what coming “home for Christmas” means for a diversity of 
people and cultures. All performers fully vaccinated for COVID-19 will perform 
without masks. Audience members are required to wear masks. No tickets 
are required, but a free-will offering will be accepted following the performance. 
Program and livestream available at www.hesston.edu/music. 
 
Bethel College: 
 

--Mon., Nov. 22 – Bethel College Wind Ensemble Winter Concert, 7 
p.m., Krehbiel Auditorium in Luyken Fine Arts Center.  
 

--Sat., Dec. 4 – Five Places of Christmas, the annual holiday open 
house, includes Kauffman Museum and Goerz House on the Bethel  
College campus, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. No charge for admission. The Bethel 
College Women’s Association (BCWA) is the host at Goerz House, 
where there will be baked goods and other items for sale. (Other locations: 
Warkentin House, Harvey County Historical Museum and Carriage Factory 
Gallery, all in Newton.) 
 

--Bethel’s current COVID-19 protocols require physical distancing and mask-
wearing indoors for groups of 10 or more people, regardless of vaccination status. 

 
5 Places of Christmas: All bakers and craft makers are invited to 
make items for 5 Places of Christmas on Saturday, December 4, at Goerz 
House on Bethel College campus. Bethel College Women’s Association 
will again be selling baked goods, craft items, and poinsettias. Christmas 
candy, zwieback, peppernuts, poppyseed rolls and cinnamon rolls are 
always great sellers. Please bring your items to Goerz House on Friday, 
December 3, from 1:30-4:30pm or Saturday, December 4 from 7-9 am.  

--Camp Mennoscah Job 

https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=9d3f27051b&e=b54bf101f8
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=5690a6a57c&e=b54bf101f8
http://www.rmmc.org/
mailto:olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org
mailto:olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.org
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UPDATE FROM THE COVID TASK TEAM  
 

Gayle Funk, Duane Duerksen & Erica Stoltzfus 
 

The task force wants you to know that we want to continue the more 
rigid Covid protocol until the end of the year. If cases haven’t increased 
too much from people gathering at the holidays and those who have 
received boosters and the children who have decided to get vaccinated 
have done so by then, maybe we can look at relaxing some of the protocol. 
For now, we are still encouraging you to use the microphone at the front 
of the sanctuary for Announcements and Sharing and you can choose 
to remove your mask. During sharing if you feel more comfortable for a 
pastor to bring you a mic while in the pew, we ask that you keep your 
mask on while sharing. Thank You!  
 

NOVEMBER COVID19 PROTOCOL 
 

--Due to the recent increases of Covid cases in the schools represented by Tabor 
children and the recent increases due to the Delta variant, we will continue to 
Strongly Encourage mask wearing when in the church building. For Wednesday 
evening programming we are requesting that all adults, youth, children wear 
masks indoor, outdoors, and when on outings. 
 

--Passing Offering Bags will continue to encourage giving as we near the end of 
budget year. Numerous people have expressed concern about this protocol so 
please carry sanitizer with you and use after passing the offering bags. 
 

--Please keep handshaking to a minimum with greeters and during the service.   
 

--If you test positive after attending a church event, PLEASE call one of the 
Covid Task Team or the church office. This is important!  
 
 

COVID PROTOCOL FOR WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES 
 

1) Masks are to be worn the entire evening of activities whether you are inside 
or outside the church building and if you go on outings. 
 

2) The only time masks can be removed is while eating the evening meal.  
 

3) Sanitizer stations will be made available and please use these frequently. 
 

4) PARENTS:  If your children test positive with Covid OR there are Covid cases in 
your children’s classroom at school you are to call, text or email one or all 
of the Covid Task Team by Tuesday evening. This will be our gauge of 
whether we ask a class not to meet the current Wed evening or whether we “call 
off” all Wed evening activities for the current week. 
 

Please see posted protocols for complete information. 
 

Thank You, The  Covid Task Team – Gayle Funk, Duane Duerksen, Erica Stoltzfus 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 

Pastor:           Supply Pastor: 
Katherine Goerzen         Luke Unruh 
Cell: 316-727-4986           Cell: 620-386-4596 
email: kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org     email: lunruh@tabormennonite.org 

Deacons:  
Carol Duerksen 
Duane Duerksen 

Ruby Graber 
Denise Nickel 

Emil Schmidt 
Lewis Unruh  

--
excited that we will be able to 
host the KS MCC Sale again 
this summer on July 2 & 3
some modifications
tions taken due to July warmer 
weather and Covid concerns. 
Most of those changes will ef-
fect ethnic food options. 
 
--
involved. Make something to 
be sold    at the sale; donate 
new or like new items that can 
be sold at the sale;    put pre
sale expense money in Jerry & 
Leann Toews church mail box; 
volunteer on sale days; run the 
5K and raise money; make 

$0.00 $50,000.00 $100,000.00 $150,000.00 $200,000.00 $250,000.00 $300,000.00

Tabor Church Budget Update
 

2021 Budget 

Targeted Giving through Nov. 14 

$292,883 

$281,600 

Needed to meet budget:  $ 37,280 
Or $ 18,640 per remaining 2 Sunday’s 

$255,603 Actual Giving through Nov. 14 

Tabor Church Budget 

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
November 14, 2021 

Offering    = $  7,230.00 
Adult FF   = $       26.00 
Jr. FF       = $        10.00 

Attendance     =           119 
Attendance     =         46 
Attendance     =         20 

Worship Link Views     =     30 

Pastor Search Committee 

Reece Hiebert, co chr. 
Eunice Nickel, co. chr. 
Nancy Funk, sec. 

Lewis Unruh, deacon rep. 
Larry Goerzen 
Sheri Schmidt 

Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
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