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This Sunday we gather to sing together and to hear the beautiful story of 
God coming among us in the form of a tiny baby. “Joy to the world, the 
Lord is come! Let earth receive her king! Let every heart prepare him 
room, and heaven and nature sing!” 
 

WORSHIP   
 

PRELUDE Russell Adrian and Michelle Unruh 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Luke Unruh 
 

LIGHTING THE PEACE LAMP AND RINGING THE PRAYER BOWL  
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP           
 

*GATHERING CAROL     “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  vs 1 & 3 No. 241 
 

*GATHERING PRAYER  
 

*CHRISTMAS CAROL          “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!”   No. 261   
 

*PASSING THE PEACE  The Peace of Christ be with you ~ and also with you.  
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE   Melody Hall 
                              “Nun Ist Sie Erschienen” (English or German) No. 52 CS           
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS       
 

WORSHIP MUSIC              “Mary, Did You Know?”  Sharleen Francis  
 

CHILDREN’S STORY Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

WORSHIP MUSIC          “There’s a New Kid in Town” Nathan Ashley  
 

SCRIPTURE READING   Isaiah 7:14; 9:2, 6-7  Lydia and Kenton Nickel       
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL  “To Us a Child of Hope Is Borm”   vs. 1 & 2 No. 259 
   
SCRIPTURE READING        Isaiah 11:1-9  Sophia and Peter Goerzen  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL    “O Come, O Come, Immanuel”   vs. 1 & 7 No. 210 

 

Christmas:  
Lessons and Carols 

 

SCRIPTURE READING      Luke 1:26-38  Hannah and Camille Adrian  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL   No. 267 & 268 
                                “What Child Is This & Helpless and Hungry”   
   

SCRIPTURE READING   Luke 2:1-20  Sophia and Brent Abrahams  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL                “Away in a Manger”     No. 257 
   

SCRIPTURE READING       Matthew 2:1-12  Eve and Lindsey Buller  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL “The First Noel, the Angel Did Say”  -vs. 1, 3, & 4 No. 250 
   

SCRIPTURE READING        John 1:1-18  Hoxie and DeVon Hiebert  
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL        “Love Came Down at Christmas”     No. 255 
   

CONGREGATIONAL SHARING & PRAYER Pastor Katherine Goerzen 
 

*SENDING HYMN                  “Joy to the World”     No. 240 
 

*BENEDICTION                         
 

*POSTLUDE  *Please stand if you are able 
 

 
 

Sunday, December 19 
 

Welcome to worship at Tabor Mennonite Church! Come together to worship 
God and experience God’s love. This morning you were greeted by 
Maynard Knepp and Carol Duerksen. A special welcome is extended to 
all visitors. 
 

10:00 am: Worship Service in the Sanctuary. 
YouTube Livestream (also available following the service). 
Link: available after the Christmas Eve service. 
 

This Week  
 

Mon, Dec. 27 - Thurs. Dec. 30 - Office Hours will be irregular. 
 
 

Fri. Dec. 31 - Church offices will be closed. 
 

  

Next Sunday, January 2 
 

9:30 am: Next Sunday is Epiphany. Scripture for reflection will be 
John 1:1-18 and Pastor Katherine will be preaching. 
 

Fellowship Time following worship.  
 

10:45 am: Faith Formation.  

Room assignments may be sub-

Adult class: Sermon Response 

Discussion & Fellowship 

gress continues on the renova-

Sept. 17. For urgent 

served in 



Prayer Requests  
 

The following prayer requests were shared on Sunday, December 19.  
 
 

 Bruce Funk shared that his mother, Vernetta Funk, passed away on 
December 16 after a battle with Alzheimer's. Lord, hear our prayers 
of comfort for Bruce, Nancy, and other family as they mourn her loss 
and remember her life. Thanks be to God for Vernetta's life and an 
end to her suffering. Services will be held at Broadway Colonial   
Funeral Home, Newton, on December 30 at 2pm.  

 
 

 Pastor Luke shared that he has accepted the calling from First Mennonite 
Church to serve as co-pastor there beginning in April. Thanks be to 
God for the support and encouragement he has felt from Tabor, as 
well as for this meaningful opportunity in his ministry journey. 

 
 

Remember to Pray for: 

 
 

 those who are grieving and remembering the loss of loved ones  
during this Christmas season. Lord, hear our prayers. 

 
 

 those with health concerns and those struggling with depression 
during the long winter days. Lord, hear our prayers. 

 
 

 those throughout the world who are displaced due to recent weather 
related disasters or the prevalent violence seen world wide. Lord, 
hear our prayers. 

 
 

 Western District Conference: Pray for pastors, chaplains and other 
ministers in WDC, that they would experience God’s renewed 
strength and hope for ministry in the New Year.     

 
 

 Mennonite Mission Network: MMN requests prayer for Linda 
Beachy, who is in the middle of her year-long SOOP assignment at 
the Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission in Bloomfield, New Mexico. 

 
 

Remember to Praise God for: 

 
 

 the birth of Jesus, God’s gift to the world! 

 
 

 the support and generosity of those who donated to and shopped at the 
Tabor Trading Post last weekend. More than $1,800 was received for 
the MCC projects chosen for this years Faith Formation offerings! 
Thanks be to God!  

 

Congregational Announcements  
 
Wednesday Evening Programming will resume on Wednesday,  
January 5, 2022. This will be a church-wide Game Night, therefore   
there will be no children or youth classes as well as no adult Bible study. 
Everyone is invited to join us for this evening of fun and fellowship! 

 







The Deacon Team continues to be in prayer as we search for another 
member to replace Duane Duerksen. If you are interested in learning more 
about the position or have someone to suggest, please contact of the deacons.  
 

Meals for New Hope Shelter: We need to increase our pool of volunteers 
to provide food for the homeless shelter. Contact Shelley Buller if you 
can help. No training by the shelter is necessary and you are not required 
to serve in person.  
 

Fiscal Year End: Now is the time to prepare annual reports for the 
2021 fiscal year which ended November 30. Reports are due in December. 
Thanks you for submitting reports in a timely manner.  
 

Conference Announcements  
 

The Western District Conference office and library will be closed 
from Friday, December 24 through Friday, December 31. The office will 
then open on Monday, January 3. If you need to drop off or pick up    
anything from the office or library before the end of the year, be sure     
to do so by Dec 23rd. Have a Merry Christmas season and we will see 
you in the new year!  
 

Mennonite Disaster Service:  
 

--The December edition of On the Level is now available from MDS. 
In our current issue: MDS responds to the deadly tornadoes in the     
Midwest and parts of the South, MDS Canada needs volunteers to help 
survivors recover from extensive flooding in British Columbia, and you 
can learn more about our Annual Celebration in Sarasota, Florida in  
January. Click on this link to read more: https://conta.cc/3GORUmS 
 

--Save the Date: The Kansas MDS Unit invites you to attend the  
annual meeting on Sunday, January 16, 2 pm at Tabor Mennonite Church. 
No need to register. We will be sharing and celebrating about the work of 
MDS and we will be voting on some Unit Bylaw revisions. For a copy of 
the Bylaw revisions contact Cleo Koop at cleohkoop@gmail.com. This will 
be a hybrid event, in person as well as virtual on Zoom.  
 

Camp Mennoscah:  
 

--2022 Summer staff applications are being accepted! Applicants 
should be 18 years old or older and in agreement with the Camp      
Mennoscah mission statement. See website for details. Call or email with 
questions! Information and the online application can be found here!  
 

--We are grateful for you! We continue to get calls from volunteers 
and receive gifts of items off the Wish List. These items and projects 
help with the faith formation that happens at Camp. The list has more 
wishes and there are more projects to do. We can accommodate every 
group size, skill set and length of project you would like to tackle. 
Email office@campmennoscah.org or call 620-297-3290 to volunteer.     
See the Wish List for other ways to support Camp Mennoscah!  

https://www.campmennoscah.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/Get%20Involved%7CWish%20List


--Camp Mennoscah job openings:  
*Part-time custodial/housekeeping position (10 hours)  
*Part-time office/administrative position (30 hours with benefits).   
*Full-time Director of Development, Marketing & Communications  
Contact Olivia at olivia.bartel@campmennoscah.orgmore information.  
 
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary: A Song Leader’s Introduction 
to Voices Together: Feb. 9 – March 22. Join Katie Graber, PhD, and  
Anneli Loepp Thiessen, MM, in this six-week online AMBS short course 
to explore how to effectively teach and lead a variety of music, including 
intercultural and contemporary styles, using the new Voices Together 
hymnal. No grades, no papers! CEUs available. Sign up by Jan. 12 and 
save $50! ambs.edu/songleaders 
 
 
 

DECEMBER COVID-19 PROTOCOL 
 
--During this holiday time we ask that you are still vigilant about wearing masks 
and using hand sanitizer. 
 

--Every other Pew in the Sanctuary is roped off for Social Distance Seating. 
 

--Social Distance seating on dots during children’s story time will continue. 
 

--During worship service the people speaking from the front microphones are 
encouraged to remove your mask to accommodate those who have difficulty 
understanding the speakers.  
 

--Please use the microphone at the front of the sanctuary for Announcements 
and Sharing. During Sharing if you feel more comfortable for a pastor to bring 
you a mic while in the pew, we ask you to keep your mask on while sharing.  
 

--Musicians are still encouraged to perform from the stage to minimize the   
transmission of respiratory droplets.  
  

--Congregational Singing has resumed.   
 

--Passing Offering Bags will continue so please carry sanitizer with you and use 
after passing the offering bags. 
 

--PLEASE KEEP HANDSHAKING TO A MINIMUM WITH GREETERS AND 
DURING THE SERVICE. 
 

--If you test positive after attending a church event, PLEASE call one of the Covid 
Task Team or notify the church office.  
  

--Sanitizing stations will remain available and encouraged to be used. 
 

--Mailboxes are in use.  
  

--If you are gathering for meals in the Hospitality Hall please wear masks and 
gloves and serve each person, versus potluck style or allowing individuals to 
touch dishes and utensils. 
 

Thank You, The  Covid Task Team – Gayle Funk, Duane Duerksen, Erica Stoltzfus 
 
 
 

Tabor Mennonite Church 
 

891 Chisholm Trail, Newton, KS 67114 
Phone: 620-367-2318               email: tabor@tabormennonite.org 

Website: www.tabormennonite.org      
 

As God’s children and the body of Christ, we are called by God to offer  
hospitality, healing and hope in the name of Christ. 

Pastor:           Supply Pastor: 
Katherine Goerzen         Luke Unruh 
Cell: 316-727-4986           Cell: 620-386-4596 
email: kgoerzen@tabormennonite.org     email: lunruh@tabormennonite.org 

Deacons:  
Carol Duerksen 
Duane Duerksen 

Ruby Graber 
Denise Nickel 

Emil Schmidt 
Lewis Unruh  

--
excited that we will be able to 
host the KS MCC Sale again 
this summer on July 2 & 3
some modifications
tions taken due to July warmer 
weather and Covid concerns. 
Most of those changes will ef-
fect ethnic food options. 
 
--
involved. Make something to 
be sold    at the sale; donate 
new or like new items that can 
be sold at the sale;    put pre
sale expense money in Jerry & 
Leann Toews church mail box; 
volunteer on sale days; run the 
5K and raise money; make 

OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE 
December 19, 2021 

Offering    = $  4,869.09 
Adult FF   = $       20.00 
Jr. FF       = $         8.26 

Attendance     =           128 
Attendance     =         36 
Attendance     =         40 

Worship Link Views     =    31  

Pastor Search Committee: 

Reece Hiebert, co chr. 
Eunice Nickel, co chr. 
 

Nancy Funk, sec. 
Lewis Unruh, deacon rep. 
Pastor Katherine Goerzen 

Larry Goerzen 
Sheri Schmidt 
 

The Work of Christmas  
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

The work of Christmas begins: 
To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 
To make music in the heart.  

 

  ~Howard Thurman 
          The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations 


